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to work with the people of Iraq and coali-
tion representatives. 

The day when Iraqis govern themselves 
must come quickly. As early as possible, 
we support the formation of an Iraqi In-
terim Authority, a transitional administra-
tion, run by Iraqis, until a permanent gov-
ernment is established by the people of 
Iraq. The Interim Authority will be broad- 
based and fully representative, with mem-
bers from all of Iraq’s ethnic groups, re-
gions and diaspora. The Interim Authority 
will be established first and foremost by 
the Iraqi people, with the help of the mem-
bers of the Coalition, and working with the 
Secretary General of the United Nations. 
As coalition forces advance, civilian Iraqi 
leaders will emerge who can be part of 
such an Interim Authority. The Interim Au-

thority will progressively assume more of 
the functions of government. It will provide 
a means for Iraqis to participate in the 
economic and political reconstruction of 
their country from the outset. 

Coalition forces will remain in Iraq as 
long as necessary to help the Iraqi people 
to build their own political institutions and 
reconstruct their country, but no longer. 
We look forward to welcoming a liberated 
Iraq to the international community of na-
tions. We call upon our partners in the 
international community to join with us in 
ensuring a democratic and secure future 
for the Iraqi people. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of the United Kingdom and Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of Ireland 
on Northern Ireland 
April 8, 2003 

We affirm our individual and collective 
commitment to the Good Friday Agree-
ment and to its full and complete imple-
mentation. The people of Northern Ireland 
and their leaders have a momentous oppor-
tunity to ensure that peace is strengthened 
and political stability secured. 

The opportunity to cement the peace is 
historic. The case is compelling; the cause 
just; the outcome must be fair, balanced, 
and comprehensive. The acceptance and 
implementation of the Governments’ forth-
coming proposals would promote the rec-
onciliation that the people of Northern Ire-
land desire and deserve. 

These proposals, built on the firm 
ground of the Good Friday Agreement, 
hold out the prospect of enormous 
progress. They reflect our shared view that 
there can be no place in Northern Ireland 
for paramilitary activity and capability. The 

break with paramilitarism in all its past 
forms must be complete and irrevocable. 
The proposals will encompass a wide range 
of additional issues, including normaliza-
tion, the devolution of justice and policing, 
sustainable political institutions, and human 
rights. The participation of all parties in 
effective community policing, a necessary 
key to long term stability in Northern Ire-
land, would constitute a significant step for-
ward. There will be a need for a mecha-
nism, one designed to safeguard the inter-
ests and rights of all, to verify compliance 
with the key undertakings. All three Gov-
ernments are committed to supporting ef-
fective monitoring arrangements. Acts of 
completion, and a reaffirmation that polit-
ical change is to come through exclusively 
peaceful and democratic means, will renew 
and expand trust and confidence. 
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Peace is its own dividend. At the same 
time, peace fosters an environment where 
entrepreneurship and business creativity 
can thrive, where jobs will be created, and 
where prosperity will follow. Our govern-
ments have agreed to work together to ex-
plore ways to encourage the flow of invest-
ment to Northern Ireland. 

We call upon Northern Ireland’s political 
representatives, community and business 
leaders, and citizens from all walks of life 
to respond positively to the forthcoming 
statements. We see no better way to fulfill 
the promise of the Good Friday Agree-

ment. They have an unprecedented chance 
to continue their bold march from a trou-
bled past to a future of promise and hope 
for generations to come. In seizing this op-
portunity, Northern Ireland will serve as 
a model to the world for dialogue and ne-
gotiation, demonstrating to all that what 
was once divided can be drawn together 
in a spirit of reconciliation and respect. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Statement on Senate Action on Faith-Based Initiative Legislation 
April 9, 2003 

I commend the Senate for acting in a 
bipartisan way to pass legislation that will 
help us meet our shared goal of better serv-
ing Americans in need. This legislation con-
tains key elements of the Faith-Based Ini-
tiative that I proposed more than 2 years 
ago to encourage more charitable giving 
and rally the armies of compassion that 
exist in communities all across America. 

America’s charities face tough times, and 
we can do more to support their efforts. 
I look forward to continuing to work with 
Congress to improve the CARE Act legisla-
tion, and I continue to urge Congress to 
take additional steps to end discrimination 
against faith-based organizations that have 
a proven record of helping people in need 
realize a better life. 

Videotaped Remarks to the Iraqi People 
April 10, 2003 

This is George W. Bush, the President 
of the United States. At this moment, the 
regime of Saddam Hussein is being re-
moved from power, and a long era of fear 
and cruelty is ending. American and coali-
tion forces are now operating inside Bagh-
dad, and we will not stop until Saddam’s 
corrupt gang is gone. The Government of 
Iraq and the future of your country will 
soon belong to you. 

The goals of our coalition are clear and 
limited. We will end a brutal regime, whose 
aggression and weapons of mass destruction 

make it a unique threat to the world. Coali-
tion forces will help maintain law and order 
so that Iraqis can live in security. We will 
respect your great religious traditions, 
whose principles of equality and compas-
sion are essential to Iraq’s future. We will 
help you build a peaceful and representa-
tive government that protects the rights of 
all citizens. And then our military forces 
will leave. Iraq will go forward as a unified, 
independent, and sovereign nation that has 
regained a respected place in the world. 
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