
358

Apr. 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

Statement on Earth Day 
April 22, 2003 

Earth Day encourages and celebrates 
countless acts of stewardship by individuals 
that improve the quality of our commu-
nities, parks, rivers, lakes, and private and 
public lands. The Government also has an 
important role to play in protecting our 
environment.

Three decades after the first Earth Day, 
our air is cleaner; our water is purer; and 
our lands and natural resources are better 
protected.

My administration is building on these 
accomplishments through new and innova-
tive policies. We will reduce powerplant 
pollution by 70 percent. We will restore 
forest health, preventing catastrophic 
wildfires that devastate communities, wild-

life habitat, and the landscape. And we will 
promote energy efficiency and security and 
improve and protect water quality, while 
encouraging economic growth. To help ac-
complish these goals, I have proposed legis-
lation—Clear Skies, Healthy Forests, and 
the Hydrogen Fuel Initiative—which I call 
on Congress to pass this year. 

Please join me in celebrating the 34th 
annual Earth Day by becoming a partner 
in service. I invite you to visit the USA 
Freedom Corps web site and EarthDay.gov 
to find environmental stewardship opportu-
nities in your community. America’s citizen 
conservation efforts play a vital role in pre-
serving our Nation’s natural resources, on 
Earth Day and throughout the year. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus 
April 22, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
In accordance with section 620C(c) of 

the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as 
amended, I am providing a report prepared 
by my Administration on progress toward 
a negotiated solution of the Cyprus ques-
tion covering the period February 1, 2003, 
through March 31, 2003. The previous sub-
mission covered events from December 1, 
2002, through January 31, 2003. 

As in the past, U.S. officials including 
Secretary of State Colin Powell, Under Sec-
retary of State Marc Grossman, Special Cy-
prus Coordinator Thomas G. Weston, and 
Ambassador to Cyprus Michael Klosson 
joined me in providing intensive diplomatic 
support to the efforts of United Nations 
Secretary General Kofi Annan to foster a 
settlement to the longstanding division of 

the island. We hoped that the Secretary 
General’s meetings with the two Cypriot 
leaders in The Hague on March 10–11, 
2003, would lead to a breakthrough on the 
basis of the Secretary General’s fair and 
balanced settlement plan. Unfortunately, 
that meeting did not result in an agree-
ment. Despite this setback, the United 
States remains committed to finding a just 
and lasting settlement for Cyprus. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard G. Lugar, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.
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