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The new law also confronts an evil that 
is too often a cause of child abuse and 
abduction in America, the evil of child por-
nography. In the past, prosecutors have 
been hindered by not having all the tools 
needed to prosecute criminals who create 
child pornography. Under the PROTECT 
Act, we’ve seen images of children, even 
those created with computer technology, 
will now be illegal, giving prosecutors an 
important new tool. Obscene images of 
children, no matter how they are made, 
incite abuse, raise the dangers to children, 
and will not be tolerated in America. 

The new law will also strengthen Federal 
penalties for child kidnaping and other 
crimes against the young. Judges will now 
have the authority to require longer super-
vision of sex offenders who are released 
from prison. And certain repeat sex offend-
ers in our society will now face life behind 
bars, so they can never do harm again. 

In addition, this law creates important 
pilot programs to help nonprofit organiza-
tions which deal with children to obtain 
quick and complete criminal background 
information on volunteers. Listen, men-
toring programs are essential for our coun-
try, and we must make sure they are safe 
for the children they serve. 

Amber Hagerman, whose mom is with 
us today—a good Texan, I might add— 
was 9 years old when she was taken away 
from her parents. We are acting today in 
her memory and in the memory of so many 
other girls and boys who lost their lives 
and innocence in acts of cruelty. 

No child should ever have to experience 
the terror of abduction or worse. No family 
should ever have to endure the nightmare 
of losing a child. Our Nation grieves with 
every family that has suffered unbearable 
loss. And our Nation will fight threats 
against our children. 

This law marks important progress in the 
protection of America’s children. And now 
it is my honor to sign the PROTECT Act 
of 2003. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Marcus Brooks, broth-
er of Tamara Brooks; and Donna Norris, 
mother of Amber Hagerman. S. 151, ap-
proved April 30, was assigned Public Law 
No. 108–21. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

the Exploitation of Children Today Act of 2003 
April 30, 2003 

Today I have signed into law S. 151, 
the ‘‘Prosecutorial Remedies and Other 
Tools to end the Exploitation of Children 
Today Act of 2003,’’ also known as the 
PROTECT Act. This important legislation 
gives law enforcement authorities valuable 
new tools to deter, detect, investigate, pros-
ecute, and punish crimes against America’s 
children. In particular, the Act builds upon 
my Administration’s ongoing efforts to ex-
pand and improve the AMBER Alert pro-

gram to combat child abduction, strength-
ens laws against child pornography, and ad-
dresses deficiencies in Federal sentencing 
policies and practices. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 108(d)(3) of the Act, which calls for 
the Attorney General to submit 
recommendations to the Congress, in a 
manner consistent with the President’s 
constitutional authority to submit for the 
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consideration of the Congress such meas-
ures as the President judges necessary and 
expedient.

Section 401(l)(2) of the Act calls for a 
report to certain committees of the Con-
gress by the Attorney General concerning 
prosecutorial actions, including the basis on 
which the Solicitor General decides, in par-
ticular cases involving departures from sen-
tencing guidelines, whether or not to au-
thorize an appeal. Were this provision to 
take effect, the executive branch would im-
plement it in a manner consistent with the 

President’s constitutional authority to with-
hold information the disclosure of which 
could impair the deliberative processes of 
the Executive or the performance of the 
Executive’s constitutional duties. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
April 30, 2003. 

NOTE: S. 151, approved April 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–21. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Alvaro Uribe of Colombia 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
April 30, 2003 

President Bush. It’s my honor to wel-
come to the Oval Office a friend and coura-
geous person, the President of Colombia. 
He is determined to fight terror. He is 
determined to fight the flow of narcotics 
to America. We appreciate his determina-
tion. We appreciate his strength. 

And so it’s my honor to welcome you, 
Mr. President. Before I ask you to speak 
and before we answer two questions a side, 
I do want to say that today we issued the 
roadmap. The roadmap is the beginning of 
a long process to achieve peace in the Mid-
dle East. In order for there to be a peace 
in the Middle East, it is important for all 
parties to assume the necessary responsibil-
ities to achieve the conditions so that peace 
can happen. That starts with fighting off 
terror, to prevent killers from disrupting 
that which most citizens want in the Middle 
East, and that is a peaceful, hopeful world. 

I strongly condemn the killings that take 
place in the Middle East in the last couple 
of days. I applaud the words of Abu Mazen, 
the new Prime Minister of the Palestinian 
Authority, who renounced that terror. I 
look forward to spending time and energies 
to move the process forward. 

And finally, Mr. President, you’re here 
on a day in which our country has achieved 
another notable success in the war against 
terror. The Pakistan authorities have de-
tained Waleed bin Attash. He’s a killer. He 
was one of the top Al Qaida operatives, 
and he was right below Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed on the organizational chart of 
Al Qaida. He is one less person that people 
who love freedom have to worry about. 

I want to thank our friends in Pakistan. 
I want to thank the Agency, the CIA, for 
working hard to continue to win the war 
against terror. And make no mistake about 
it, Mr. President, we will win the war 
against terror. 

Thank you for your courageous fight in 
the war against terror, and welcome to the 
Oval Office. 

President Uribe. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for your warm welcome. This is very 
important for my country. Colombia has 
suffered terrorism for a long time. Thus, 
Colombia understands the need to fight 
terrorism in our country and in other— 
in any other country. And your Govern-
ment, your people, your country, they are 
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