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with Chile. Similar negotiations are under-
way with Australia, Morocco, and five na-
tions in the Central American region. And 
soon we’ll beginning negotiations with the 
Southern African Customs Union to bring 
new opportunities to a part of the world 
where the need is great. 

The agreement that the Prime Minister 
and I sign today is the first of its kind 
between the United States and an Asian- 
Pacific country. The 4 million people of 
Singapore have built a strong and vibrant 
economy. Singapore has long set an exam-
ple for its neighbors in the world of the 
transforming power of economic freedom 
and open markets. Singapore is already 
America’s 12th-largest trading partner and 
buys a full range of American products, 
everything from machine parts and com-
puters to agricultural products. 

This free trade agreement will increase 
access to Singapore’s dynamic markets for 
American exporters, service providers, and 
investors. The agreement contains state-of- 
the-art protections for Internet commerce 
and intellectual property that will help 
drive growth and innovation in our dynamic 
technology sectors. 

The agreement also safeguards the right 
of workers and protections for our environ-
ment. It’s a modern agreement. And it’s 
a good agreement for both countries. By 
granting free trade—by granting trade pro-
motion authority last year, Congress showed 
support for an agenda of free and open 
trade. And I want to thank them for that. 
I hope the Congress will act in this same 
spirit and quickly give final approval to this 

agreement, and I’m sure they will. Singa-
pore is a nation that is small in size but 
large in influence. With this agreement, 
Singapore becomes an even more valued 
economic partner of the United States. 

Mr. Prime Minister, your nation has also 
been a vital and steadfast friend in the fight 
against global terror. Singapore has made 
determined and successful efforts to break 
up terror plots before they can take inno-
cent lives. 

As a member of the U.N. Security Coun-
cil, Singapore worked hard to secure the 
passage of Resolution 1441, requiring Iraq 
to live up to its international obligations. 
And now with Iraq’s liberation, Singapore 
will send police and health care workers 
to help with Iraq’s reconstruction. 

Mr. Prime Minister, I appreciate your 
nation’s contribution as we overcome great 
dangers and defend the peace. I’m grateful 
as well for your commitment to a world 
that trades in freedom and for all the hard 
work on both sides that have made this 
agreement possible. We take great pride 
in the strong relationship between our 
countries.

Welcome to Washington, Mr. Prime 
Minister.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Chan Heng Chee, 
Singapore’s Ambassador to the United 
States. The transcript released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong of 
Singapore.

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and Singapore 
May 6, 2003 

President George W. Bush and Prime 
Minister Goh Chok Tong today signed the 
U.S.-Singapore Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) and celebrated the strength and vi-

tality of the bilateral relationship between 
the United States and Singapore. 

In the signing ceremony and in their 
Oval Office meeting, the two leaders 
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expressed conviction that the FTA, the first 
ever between the United States and an 
Asian nation, would enhance mutual pros-
perity and reinforce the strategic partner-
ship between the two nations. The two 
leaders expressed hope that the FTA would 
be a catalyst for trade liberalization and 
enhanced growth in the region and beyond. 
In this regard, the President and the Prime 
Minister reaffirmed their commitment to 
achieving a successful outcome at the 
World Trade Organization’s Doha Develop-
ment Agenda trade negotiations. The Presi-
dent also reaffirmed his commitment to the 
Enterprise for ASEAN Initiative (EAI), 
which he launched at APEC in 2002 with 
Leaders from the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). The EAI sets 
forth a roadmap to promote increased in-
vestment, economic growth, and free trade 
between the United States and ASEAN 
countries.

The President and the Prime Minister 
agreed that the U.S.-Singapore security 
partnership has helped foster stability in 
Asia. The President also thanked Singapore 
for its leadership beyond the region, includ-
ing as a key member of the Coalition on 
Iraq. Singapore supported the U.S.-led coa-
lition to disarm Iraq out of a belief that 
the world must send a strong message of 
deterrence to other regimes and terrorist 
networks that might be looking to use 
weapons of mass destruction. Prime Min-
ister Goh welcomed the successful conclu-
sion of combat operations in Iraq, and the 
two leaders agreed to cooperate closely to 
deliver the humanitarian assistance and 
services necessary to help the people of 
Iraq build a stable, prosperous, and demo-
cratic state. In that regard, the President 
welcomed Singapore’s offer to dispatch a 
medical team, police personnel, and techni-
cians to help rebuild Iraq. 

President Bush and Prime Minister Goh 
reviewed recent developments in Southeast 
Asia. President Bush praised Singapore’s ef-
forts to respond to the challenge of ter-
rorism in Southeast Asia. The two leaders 

noted that enhanced cooperation among 
ASEAN nations and international coopera-
tion with the region has helped disrupt ter-
ror plots and led to the apprehension of 
members of the Jemaah Islamiyah terrorist 
network. They welcomed recent arrests in 
Indonesia and the exceptional progress 
made in the investigation of the October 
2002 Bali bombings. However, the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister agreed that 
the war against terrorism in Southeast Asia 
is far from over. The two leaders pledged 
to redouble their efforts to work with other 
leaders in the region and through multilat-
eral organizations, including ASEAN and 
APEC, to defeat terrorism. They also re-
affirmed their commitment to work with 
other states in Asia to achieve the com-
plete, verifiable, and irreversible elimi-
nation of North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program.

President Bush and Prime Minister Goh 
discussed the global health threat posed by 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS). President Bush commended Singa-
pore for its quick, decisive, and transparent 
response to SARS and expressed con-
fidence that Singapore’s efforts to prevent 
the spread of the disease would succeed. 
President Bush also welcomed Prime Min-
ister Goh’s leadership in initiating the Spe-
cial ASEAN Leaders Meeting and ASEAN- 
China Leaders Meeting on SARS held in 
Bangkok on April 29, 2003. Given Amer-
ican leadership in the biomedical field and 
Singapore’s advanced research facilities, 
President Bush and Prime Minister Goh 
agreed that the two countries should ex-
plore prospects for collaborative efforts to 
understand new health threats which put 
the world community at risk, including 
tropical diseases and biological warfare 
agents. The two leaders tasked their respec-
tive health and medical experts to begin 
consultations on possible joint projects. 

The warm discussion between the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister and the sign-
ing of the U.S.-Singapore FTA strengthens 
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their personal friendship and the partner-
ship between their two nations. The good-
will generated today will be valuable in 
moving forward on their common agendas. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Message to the Congress on Terminating the National Emergency With 
Respect to UNITA 
May 6, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 202 of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
50 U.S.C. 1622, I hereby report that I have 
issued an Executive Order (the ‘‘Order’’), 
that terminates the national emergency de-
scribed and declared in Executive Order 
12865 of September 26, 1993, with respect 
to the actions and policies of the National 
Union for the Total Independence of An-
gola (UNITA) and revokes that order, Ex-
ecutive Order 13069 of December 12, 
1997, and Executive Order 13098 of August 
18, 1998. 

The Order will have the effect of lifting 
the sanctions imposed on UNITA in Execu-
tive Orders 12865, 13069, and 13098. 
These trade and financial sanctions were 
imposed to support international efforts to 
force UNITA to abandon armed conflict 
and return to the peace process outlined 
in the Lusaka Protocol, as reflected in 
United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tions 864 (1993), 1127 (1997), and 1173 
(1998).

The death of UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi in February 2002 enabled the An-
golan government and UNITA to sign the 
Luena Memorandum of Understanding on 
April 4, 2002. This agreement established 
an immediate cease-fire and called for 
UNITA’s return to the peace process laid 
out in the 1994 Lusaka Protocol. In accord-
ance therewith, UNITA quartered all its 
military personnel in established reception 
areas and handed its remaining arms over

to the Angolan government. In September 
2002, the Angolan government and UNITA 
reestablished the Lusaka Protocol’s Joint 
Commission to resolve outstanding political 
issues. On November 21, 2002, the Angolan 
government and UNITA declared the pro-
visions of the Lusaka Protocol fully imple-
mented and called for the lifting of sanc-
tions on UNITA imposed by the United 
Nations Security Council. 

With the successful implementation of 
the Lusaka Protocol and the demilitariza-
tion of UNITA, the circumstances that led 
to the declaration of a national emergency 
on September 26, 1993, have been re-
solved. The actions and policies of UNITA 
no longer pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the foreign policy of the 
United States. United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1448 (2002) lifted the 
measures imposed pursuant to prior U.N. 
Security Council resolutions related to 
UNITA. The continuation of sanctions im-
posed by Executive Orders 12865, 13069, 
and 13098 would have a prejudicial effect 
on the development of UNITA as an oppo-
sition political party, and therefore, on de-
mocratization in Angola. For these reasons, 
I have determined that it is necessary to 
terminate the national emergency with re-
spect to UNITA and to lift the sanctions 
that have been used to apply economic 
pressure on UNITA. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive 
Order I have issued. This Order is effective 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T10:58:50-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




