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it. And the way you win it is you work 
together. You share intelligence. You com-
plement each other’s efforts. If we find 
somebody thinking about doing something 
to our friends in Poland, we’ll share the 
information with this Government and vice 
versa. We will work together to cut off 
money. And we will hunt the killers down, 
one at a time. And that’s exactly what we 
are doing and exactly what we are going 
to do. 

We’re going to find them. They think 
they can hide in a cave in the outer reaches 
of Afghanistan. We will go in the cave and 
find them. And one by one, we are disman-
tling this terrorist network. It requires a 
lot of communication. It requires a lot of 
cooperation. And it requires a lot of pa-
tience. And this Government has got all 
three.

Polish American Community 
Q. Mr. President, there are 10 million 

of the Polish Americans in the United 
States. What is your perception about the 
Polish Americans? 

President Bush. I think that one of the 
greatest contributions to Poland—to our 
country is Polish Americans, people who 
are enterprising, hard-working, God-fearing, 
family-loving people. One of the great 
strengths of our country is our diversity, 
and part of our diversity is the fact that 
a lot of our citizens were born in Poland 
and/or their fathers and mothers were born 
in Poland or their grandparents were born 
in Poland. Truly, one of the great blessings 

and gifts from Poland to this country is 
the Polish heritage. 

Scott.
Q. Sir, Mr. President, the U.N. weapons 

inspectors say they need until—— 
President Bush. I mean Steve [Steve Hol-

land, Reuters]. Is your name Steve or 
Scott?

U.N. Weapons Inspectors 
Q. The weapons inspectors say they need 

until March, maybe 6 months, maybe a 
year. Is this what you had in mind when 
you went to the U.N. back in September? 

President Bush. What I have in mind 
for Saddam Hussein is to disarm. The 
United Nations spoke with one voice. We 
said, ‘‘We expect Saddam Hussein, for the 
sake of peace, to disarm.’’ That’s the ques-
tion: Is Saddam Hussein disarming? He’s 
been given 11 years to disarm. And so the 
world came together, and we have given 
him one last chance to disarm. So far, I 
haven’t seen any evidence that he is dis-
arming.

Time is running out on Saddam Hussein. 
He must disarm. I’m sick and tired of 
games and deception. And that’s my view 
of timetables. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:28 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Jolanta Kwasniewska, 
wife of President Kwasniewski; and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A reporter referred 
to Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian 
and Pacific Affairs James A. Kelly. 

Remarks to Welfare-to-Work Graduates 
January 14, 2003 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Please be seated. Thanks for coming, and 
welcome to the White House. I’m espe-
cially pleased to welcome the—our fine fel-

low citizens who have lifted themselves out 
of poverty. I welcome you all here. You’re 
fantastic examples of what is possible in 
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America, what we hope happens in Amer-
ica.

I particularly want to thank Lorey Wilson 
and Pamela Hedrick. Each of them have 
incredible success stories, and Pam has 
agreed to share her story with us. I want 
to thank her family for being here as well. 
Both women show us the dignity that 
comes with work and the great hopes that 
have been realized through the welfare re-
form.

The welfare law of 1996 has enabled mil-
lions of Americans to build better lives— 
better lives for themselves and better lives 
for their families and, hence, better lives 
for our country. The time has come to 
strengthen that law, and that’s what I want 
to talk about today. 

Leading the charge will be Department 
of Health and Human Services leader 
Tommy Thompson. And I appreciate 
Tommy. Tommy, when he was the Gov-
ernor of Wisconsin, was on the leading 
edge of welfare change. He was an innova-
tive Governor. He’s an innovative Cabinet 
officer as well. 

And I appreciate Elaine Chao for being 
here as well. She’s Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Labor. When we’re interested in 
jobs, we think about the Department of 
Labor. So, thank you for coming, Elaine. 
[Laughter] I appreciate your work. 

I appreciate Bob Woodson for being 
here—Woody. Thanks for coming. He’s the 
director of the National Center for Neigh-
borhood Enterprise. He’s one of these in-
novative thinkers about how to best help 
people help themselves in America, make 
sure that hope extends to all neighbor-
hoods, not just some neighborhoods but 
every neighborhood in our country. 

I appreciate Rodney Carroll, who is the 
president and CEO of the Welfare-To- 
Work Partnership. His job has been to 
gather up people who are willing to help 
people go from welfare to work. And he’s 
done a magnificent job. I remember well 
our meeting in Chicago with the ‘‘Big 
Brown,’’ UPS, which is one of the leading 

companies in America to—helping people 
find the dignity of work. And we sat there 
on the stage and heard the stories of those 
who have gone from welfare to work. It 
must have made you feel good, Rodney, 
because you had a lot to do with helping 
these individuals. So thanks for coming. 

John Gregory is the president of 
TEACH, The Enrichment Association of 
Community Healing. I appreciate John 
being here and all the rest of you for com-
ing. Welcome. Glad you’re here. 

The reforms of the 1990s recognized that 
people on welfare are not charges of the 
state; they’re citizens of this country, with 
abilities and aspirations. Both parties in 
Congress realize that welfare system as we 
knew it sapped the soul and drained the 
spirit from our citizens. They came to-
gether, the people of both parties, to put 
an end to the culture of dependency that 
welfare had created. 

The obligation of Government did not 
end with just mailing of a check, and that’s 
important for our citizens to realize. Men 
and women deserved a chance to learn new 
skills. That was an obligation of Govern-
ment, to help people learn, to use their 
talent so that they could realize dreams, 
to gain the fulfillment of sense of purpose 
that comes with striving and working and 
providing for their own families. 

In the 7 years since welfare was re-
formed, millions of Americans have shared 
in this experience. Their lives and our 
country are better off. Today, more than 
2 million fewer families are on welfare— 
2 million fewer than in 1996. It’s a reduc-
tion of 54 percent. That’s a number, but 
behind each number is a life. And that’s 
important to recognize. In Washington, we 
spend a lot of time talking about numbers. 
And that’s okay. It’s kind of a measuring 
tool. But we’ve also got to remember, with 
each number is somebody’s aspiration and 
hope.

During the period from 1996 to 2001, 
the percentage of welfare recipients who 
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are working tripled. That’s incredibly posi-
tive news. According to the most recent 
census data, the poverty rate amongst His-
panic children has reached the lowest level 
in over 20 years. The poverty rate among 
African American children is the lowest 
ever recorded. There’s a correlation, it 
seems like to me. 

Behind these statistics are great personal 
achievements. Adversity has been over-
come, and lives have changed forever. I 
met people all around our country who can 
share their stories of hard work and fighting 
odds that have been stacked against them. 
Moms and dads who are—battled addiction 
and have overcome addiction. Folks who 
have had trouble holding a job and found 
out that they could and realized their 
dreams.

The welfare law is a success because it 
puts Government on the side of personal 
responsibility, and it has helped people 
change their life for the better, helped peo-
ple realize their dreams, helped people 
help themselves. That’s the key aspect of 
the—one of the key principles of the law 
that makes a lot of sense, that has helped 
make this law effective. 

Last year, the House of Representatives 
passed legislation to build on the successes 
of the 1996 welfare reform law. They did 
so because they want more Americans to 
know the pride and success that come from 
hard work. The law passed the House— 
that passed the House required 40 hours 
of work each week. There was a serious 
requirement for work. Of the 40 hours, 16 
of those could be used for job training or 
education and, when needed, treatment for 
addiction. In other words, the 40 hours of 
work was—part of that 40 hours was help-
ing people help themselves. And that’s an 
important aspect of any law that encourages 
people to go from welfare to work. 

The House bill set an ambitious goal for 
States to have 70 percent of the welfare 
recipients working within a 5-year period 
of time. We encourage them to think that 
way because we believe in setting a high 

bar. We believe in the best. We don’t ac-
cept mediocrity. Some say it’s asking too 
much. But a lot of those voices were the 
same ones that said the 1996 law was 
flawed. In other words, they have low— 
low expectations for what is possible in this 
society.

Skepticism is refuted every single day, 
however, when we meet the hard-won suc-
cesses from former welfare recipients. 
That’s the best case that we can make, 
those of us who believe in expecting the 
best and working hard to achieve the best. 

We’ve got new data this month refuting 
skepticism as well. A study from the Uni-
versity of Michigan shows that in the States 
with the strongest work incentives, single 
parents have seen larger increases in in-
come than in States with weaker work re-
quirements.

Work is the key to success in helping 
families lift themselves out of poverty. It’s 
the key to success for improving the lives 
of our children. And the strong incentives 
in the House bill will encourage work. Un-
fortunately, the Senate never was able to 
act on the House bill, so it died. 

Today I want to remind the new Con-
gress we have an obligation to reauthorize 
the welfare bill, welfare reform, to make 
it work. And so I’m calling upon both 
Houses to get after it. Let’s get a new 
bill up, a bill that—in which the House 
and Senate have got to work closely to 
achieve the objectives that we have just 
set out, the idea of getting people to work, 
make them less dependent upon Govern-
ment, to help people in need, so they can 
realize their dreams. 

I also want Congress to provide $17 bil-
lion a year to help the States run their 
welfare programs and 4.8 billion a year to 
help pay for childcare. Of course, there’s 
a funding obligation that goes with the idea 
of setting high goal—high standards and 
strong goals. And since the caseloads have 
fallen by half, the States will now have 
twice the resources to spend on welfare 
and job training and childcare. 
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See, back in 1996, they were spending 
$7,000 per family to help people get to 
work. Under this budget request, the ex-
penditure will be $16,000 per family. If 
7,000 was good enough in 1996, it seems 
like 16,000 is good enough into ’03 to help 
people get ahead. 

It’s important for Congress to authorize 
funding not just for next year but for the 
next 5 years, so that people who are work-
ing to help people understand there’s a 
steady stream of funds that will help with 
the planning. 

It’s also important for Congress to work 
with us to get a Faith-Based Initiative 
going. I did a lot through an Executive 
order the other day that said faith programs 
will not be discriminated against at the 
Federal level. But the Faith-Based Initia-
tive is a part of welfare reform. It’s one 
thing to help a person get the job skills 
necessary, but a lot of times we need to 
help people with their hearts and their 
souls. And the only place to find that help 
is in the faith-based community. And so, 
therefore, I’m still going to stay strong on 
the Faith-Based Initiative, because I know 
of the hope and promise found in our 
churches and synagogues and mosques— 
hope and promise that can’t be duplicated 
at the Federal level. 

And as we encourage work and welfare, 
we’ve also got to encourage growth in our 
economy. I’m aware of that. And that’s why 
I introduced a plan to build on the eco-
nomic momentum we have going for us. 
We’ve come out of recession. The enemy 
hit us, and that hurt our economy. We had 
a few of our corporate citizens thought they 
could fudge the numbers, not tell the truth, 
so there’s a—kind of startled our investor 
class, and the American people were 
shocked by the fact that too many citizens 
weren’t telling the truth. So I signed a law 
that’s going to hold people to account, and 
we’re after them. For those who have 
cooked the books, there’s going to be a 
consequence. We’re regaining the con-

fidence in the numbers now being put 
forth.

We’re slowly but surely coming out of 
the three hits to our economy, and we need 
to do more. And that’s why I’ve argued 
the more people have in their pocket, the 
more they’re likely to spend. And when 
they spend money, it’s more likely to pro-
vide jobs for people. It’s the strength of 
our economy. And it’s important for Con-
gress to work with me to encourage con-
sumers to have more money, investors to 
have more money, to take care of the aged 
in their retirement. And the plans I laid 
out recognize that the money we spend 
here isn’t the Government’s money; it’s the 
people’s money. And the more money the 
people have in their pocket, the more likely 
this economy is going to grow. And as the 
economy grows, it’s more likely we’re going 
to have success in helping people. 

And the other thing we can do is to 
do a better job for unemployed Americans 
through what I call Reemployment Ac-
counts. These accounts will provide up to 
$3,000 per person to help pay for training, 
childcare, moving expenses, or other costs 
of finding a job. It is a—provides incentive 
for people who are looking for work. If 
you find a job before the 3,000 runs out, 
then you get to keep the remainder, the 
balance. In other words, it’s additional 
money to help people find work. It’s money 
on top of the current system. 

It’s money that—that will recognize that 
power is best when it’s disbursed to the 
people we’re trying to help. It will help 
States on the frontlines of where there’s 
unemployment or chronic unemployment. 
It’s a good idea. I hope Congress acts as 
quickly as possible. I mean, the idea is that 
we want to help people. That’s what we 
ought to do in America. We want to help 
people who, in this land of plenty, have 
overcome some incredibly tough times be-
cause of the lack of things, sometimes the 
lack of love, sometimes the lack of help, 
sometimes the lack of education. In a land 
where we’ve got an awful lot, there are 
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still a lot of people who hurt, too many 
who hurt. And the role of Government is 
to help those good folks realize their poten-
tial. Everybody has got potential. Every-
body has got worth. Everybody has got 
value. And the role of this Government is 
to help those people realize their value and 
worth.

Today we’ve got Pamela Hedrick with 
us today. She can talk about this better 
than I can talk about it, because she’s what 
we call a success story—somebody who is 
willing to share her story with the good 
folks here in the White House. 

So, Pamela, thank you for coming. I look 
forward to hearing what you have to say. 

[At this point, Pamela Hedrick made brief 
remarks.]

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Thanks for coming. I appreciate you all 
coming. For those of you who have got 
some influence up on Capitol Hill, remind 
them, it works. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:44 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Robert L. Woodson, 
Sr., founder and president, National Center 
for Neighborhood Enterprise; and John 
Henry Gregory, founder and chief executive 
officer, The Enrichment Association of Com-
munity Healing (TEACH). 

Videotaped Remarks to the African Growth and Opportunity Act Forum 
January 15, 2003 

Thank you very much. And thank you, 
Ambassador Zoellick, for leading the 
United States delegation to this historic 
gathering. And thanks to the other U.S. 
Government officials, including Sam 
Bodman, Andrew Natsios, and others, for 
attending this forum. 

I also thank you all for the honor of 
addressing this important meeting. I’m dis-
appointed I’m not able to join you in per-
son. I still look forward to visiting Africa 
later this year. I’m grateful to Prime Min-
ister Jugnauth for hosting this forum. And 
to all the ministers and delegates and 
guests from our fellow AGOA nations, I 
extend the good wishes of the American 
people.

All of us share a common vision for the 
future of Africa. We look to the day when 
prosperity for Africa is built through trade 
and markets. We see a continent at peace, 
where the people of Africa obtain education 
and medical care and live in freedom. And 
we’re making great progress, as shown by 
last month’s free elections in Kenya. 

Yet fulfilling this vision is the work of 
many years. It will require hard effort and 
true leadership and a rejection of some old 
ways. And in this great work, you will al-
ways have a partner in the United States. 

Every nation that seeks peace faces a 
common enemy today in global terror. The 
recent attacks in Mombasa remind us that 
Africa is on the frontlines of the war against 
terror. All our citizens know the awful price 
of terror, and we will not rest until we 
have defeated terrorism in all its forms. 

In this struggle, my country is grateful 
for the crucial support and friendship we 
have received from the nations of Africa. 
You’ve stood with us against a deadly 
threat. And we will stand with you to help 
bring an end to the terrible regional con-
flicts that bring so much suffering to inno-
cent Africans, from Congo to Sudan to the 
Ivory Coast. 

Safety from violence is the most basic 
condition of better lives for the people of 
Africa. And now and in years to come, we 
will continue working to expand trade be-
tween America and the African Continent. 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T10:56:11-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




