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Statement on Senate Action on Legislation To Implement the Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief 
May 16, 2003 

With today’s vote in the United States 
Senate, Congress has given the hope of life 
to millions of people in countries most af-
flicted by AIDS. This historic legislation 
will enable us to provide critical treatment 
and care for millions who suffer and greatly 

expand successful prevention programs to 
help those at risk. 

I look forward to this legislation reaching 
my desk as soon as possible so we can 
begin to turn the tide in the fight against 
AIDS.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Burma 
May 16, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. I have sent the en-
closed notice, stating that the Burma emer-
gency is to continue beyond May 20, 2003, 
to the Federal Register for publication. The 
most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register 
on May 17, 2002. 

The crisis between the United States and 
Burma that led to the declaration of a na-
tional emergency on May 20, 1997, has not 

been resolved. The actions and policies of 
the Government of Burma, including its 
policies of committing large-scale repres-
sion of the democratic opposition in Burma, 
are hostile to U.S. interests and pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of 
the United States. For this reason, I have 
determined that it is necessary to continue 
the national emergency with respect to 
Burma and maintain in force the sanctions 
against Burma to respond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
May 16, 2003. 

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D 
at the end of this volume. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Burma 
May 16, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 

and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I am providing a report 
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prepared by my Administration, covering 
the 6-month period since November 20, 
2002, on the national emergency with re-

spect to Burma that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 13047 of May 20, 1997. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
May 16, 2003. 

The President’s Radio Address 
May 17, 2003 

Good morning. May 17th is Armed 
Forces Day, when America honors the men 
and women who serve in every branch of 
the service. Here in the Oval Office, I’m 
joined by some distinguished Americans, 
eight members of the military who fought 
bravely during the battle of Iraq. All of 
them were wounded in battle and are re-
covering from their injuries. All of them 
have earned the respect and the gratitude 
of our Nation. 

Americans are proud of every man and 
woman who has faced the risks of war in 
the cause of freedom. Many still face dan-
gerous duty in Iraq and Afghanistan as they 
provide order and stability in liberated 
countries. Many are fighting on other fronts 
in the war against terror, and some brave 
Americans have given their lives to protect 
our country and to keep the peace. Our 
whole Nation honors their memory, and 
our thoughts and prayers are with the loved 
ones they left behind. 

The world has seen the tremendous ca-
pabilities of the United States military. 
With fine allies at their side, American sol-
diers and sailors, airmen, and marines used 
advanced technology to gain historic vic-
tories in Iraq and Afghanistan. Unmanned 
Predator aircraft carried out bombing mis-
sions deep behind enemy lines, keeping 
more of our pilots out of harm’s way. Sat-
ellites high above the Earth, at any time 
of day or night, provided detailed images 
of individual targets and whole battlefields. 
At least two-thirds of the bombs used by 

coalition forces in Iraq were precision-guid-
ed by lasers or global positioning satellites, 
compared with just 13 percent of the 
bombs we used in the 1991 Gulf war. 

For all the contributions of technology, 
however, the battles of Iraq and Afghani-
stan were won by the skill and courage 
of well-trained, highly motivated men and 
women. In the recent fighting, marines and 
soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 
miles of hostile ground in one of the swift-
est advances of heavy arms in history. Pilots 
flew through blinding sandstorms; soldiers 
and marines ran into the face of gunfire, 
at times ignoring their own injuries to save 
wounded comrades. Special Operations 
forces conducted daring raids to seize air-
fields and missile launch sites. Every 
branch of the service worked in united pur-
pose and displayed the highest standards 
of professionalism and honor. 

With the liberation of Iraq and Afghani-
stan, we have removed allies of Al Qaida, 
cut off sources of terrorist funding, and 
made certain that no terrorist network will 
gain weapons of mass destruction from Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime. 

These two battles were important vic-
tories in the larger war on terror. Yet the 
terrorist attacks this week in Saudi Arabia, 
which killed innocent civilians from more 
than half a dozen countries, including our 
own, provide a stark reminder that the war 
on terror continues. 

The enemies of freedom are not idle, 
and neither are we. Our Government is 
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