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May 31 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

Remarks to Journalists in Auschwitz, Poland 
May 31, 2003 

Laura and I have just toured Auschwitz 
I, and what they call Auschwitz II, a place 
where millions were murdered. The sites 
are a sobering reminder that—of the power 
of evil and the need for people to resist 
evil. This site is a sobering reminder that 
when we find anti-Semitism, whether it be 
in Europe or anywhere else, mankind must 
come together to fight such dark impulses. 

And this site is also a strong reminder 
that the civilized world must never forget 
what took place on this site. 

May God bless the victims and the fami-
lies of the victims, and may we always re-
member.

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
9:30 a.m. following a tour of World War II 
Nazi concentration camp sites. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 

Remarks to the People of Poland in Krakow, Poland 
May 31, 2003 

My friend, Mr. President, it’s really good 
to be with you again and, of course, the 
First Lady. Mr. Prime Minister, Your Emi-
nence, distinguished guests, citizens of Po-
land. I’m honored to be in the city of 
Krakow, where so many landmarks give wit-
ness to Poland’s history and Poland’s faith. 

From this castle, Polish kings ruled for 
centuries in a tradition of tolerance. Below 
this hill lies the market square where 
Kosciuszko swore loyalty to the first demo-
cratic constitution of Europe. And at 
Wawel Cathedral in 1978, a Polish cardinal 
began his journey to a conclave in Rome 
and entered history as Pope John Paul II, 
one of the greatest moral leaders of our 
time.

In all the tests and hardship Poland has 
known, the soul of the Polish people has 
always been strong. Mrs. Bush and I are 
pleased to make our second visit to this 
beautiful country, and we bring with us 
the friendship and the good wishes of the 
American people. 

In Warsaw 2 years ago, I affirmed the 
commitment of my country to a united Eu-

rope, bound to America by close ties of 
history, of commerce, and of friendship. I 
said that Europe must finally overturn the 
bitter legacy of Yalta and remove the false 
boundaries and spheres of influence that 
divided this continent for too long. We 
have acted on this commitment. Poland, 
the United States, and our Allies have 
agreed to extend NATO eastward and 
southward, bringing the peace and security 
of our Alliance to the young democracies 
of Europe. 

As the Atlantic Alliance has expanded, 
it has also been tested. America and Euro-
pean countries have been called to confront 
the threat of global terror. Each nation has 
faced difficult decisions about the use of 
military force to keep the peace. We have 
seen unity and common purpose. We have 
also seen debate, some of it healthy, some 
of it divisive. 

I have come to Krakow to state the in-
tentions of my country. The United States 
is committed to a strong Atlantic Alliance 
to ensure our security, to advance human 
freedom, and to keep peace in the world. 
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