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June 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and European Council 
President Konstandinos Simitis and European Commission President 
Romano Prodi on Transatlantic Aviation Negotiations 
June 25, 2003 

We are pleased to announce our agree-
ment to begin comprehensive air service 
negotiations between the United States and 
the European Union in early autumn, fol-
lowing the early June decision of the Coun-
cil of the European Union to approve a 
negotiating mandate for the Commission. 
This is an historic opportunity to build 
upon the framework of existing agreements 
with the goal of opening access to markets 
and maximizing benefits for consumers, air-

lines, and communities on both sides of 
the Atlantic. The United States and the 
European Union will work together in a 
spirit of cooperation to develop a mutually 
beneficial approach to this crucial economic 
sector in a globalized economy. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Statement on Congressional Action on the Keeping Children and Families 
Safe Act of 2003 
June 25, 2003 

I commend Congress for passing the 
Keeping Children and Families Safe Act 
of 2003 and am pleased to sign it into 
law.

The act will allow us to strengthen State 
and community-based programs that pre-
vent child abuse and family violence and 
treat victims. In addition, the legislation will 

help us keep children safe by requiring 
criminal background checks for foster and 
adoptive parents. It also provides additional 
resources to increase the number of older 
children placed in adoptive families. 

NOTE: S. 342, approved June 25, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–36. 

Remarks at the Corporate Council on Africa’s United States-Africa 
Business Summit 
June 26, 2003 

Please be seated. Thanks for the warm 
welcome. It is my honor to be here with 
the entrepreneurs and scholars who are 
committed to building a hopeful future for 
Africa. I’m honored to be with so many 
distinguished African leaders who know 
that market reforms and open trade can 
lift every nation on every continent. 

All of us here today share some basic 
beliefs. We believe that growth and pros-
perity in Africa will contribute to the 
growth and prosperity of the world. We 
believe that human suffering in Africa cre-
ates moral responsibilities for people every-
where. We believe that this can be a dec-
ade of unprecedented advancement for 
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