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Aug. 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

support thousands of worthy charities. Pub-
lic servants not only contribute to the cam-
paign but also assume leadership roles to 
ensure its success. 

Your personal support and enthusiasm 
will help positively influence thousands of 

employees and will guarantee another suc-
cessful campaign. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on August 
16.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Iraq 
August 15, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with the Authorization for 

Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolu-
tion of 2002 (Public Law 107–243), the Au-
thorization for the Use of Force Against 
Iraq Resolution (Public Law 102–1), and 
in order to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, I am providing a report prepared 
by my Administration. This report includes 
matters relating to post-liberation Iraq 

under section 7 of the Iraq Liberation Act 
of 1998 (Public Law 105–338). 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 16. 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 16, 2003 

Good morning. This week, I traveled to 
Arizona and California to see some of 
America’s forests and parks and to talk 
about my commitment to good stewardship 
of these natural treasures. 

On Monday, I visited the Coronado Na-
tional Forest in Arizona, where wildfires 
recently consumed thousands of acres of 
forest and destroyed hundreds of homes. 
Nearby, I also saw forests that remained 
largely intact thanks to wise forest-manage-
ment policy. Fire professionals and forest 
and park rangers agree, by thinning over-
grown forests we will reduce the risk of 
catastrophic fire and restore the health of 
forest ecosystems. 

That is the purpose of my Healthy Forest 
Initiative. We’re cutting through bureau-
cratic redtape to complete urgently needed 
forest-thinning projects. We are speeding 
up environmental assessments and consulta-
tions required by current law. And we’re 
expediting the administrative appeals proc-
ess to resolve disputes more quickly. By 
the end of this fiscal year in September, 
we will have treated more than 2.6 million 
acres of overgrowth, more than twice the 
acreage that was treated in the year 2000. 

Under current law, however, litigation 
often delays projects, while some 190 mil-
lion acres of forest remain at high risk of 
dangerous fires and nearby communities re-
main vulnerable. So I’m asking Congress 
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