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when we find suffering in our society today, 
we can’t turn away. 

And just as an aside, we can’t turn away 
overseas, either. I’m proud of the United 
States of America. This great Nation is 
going to spend $15 billion over the next 
5 years in the important work of human 
rescue by providing medicine and help to 
millions and millions of men, women, and 
children suffering from AIDS on the con-
tinent of Africa. 

I’m incredibly proud of our country. 
We’re a really strong nation. We need to 
be strong. We’re at a war with people who 
hate America, and I’ll keep us strong mili-
tarily. We’ll be strong to meet the chal-
lenges. We’ll continue to push for freedom 
and peace overseas. The world is going to 
be peaceful, thanks to the United States 
of America. America will be more secure, 
thanks to the focus and strength of the 
American people. 

But at home, we need to work to save 
lives as well. A secure America is a hopeful 
America. A secure America is an educated 
America. A secure America is a place where 
people realize the American Dream is 
meant for them as much as it is meant 
for me. 

People say, ‘‘Well, your country’s strong.’’ 
I say, ‘‘Yes, we are, but you don’t really 

understand the strength of America. It’s the 
hearts and souls of our citizens.’’ That’s the 
true strength of this country. The Power 
Center tapped into that strength. Your con-
tributions tonight recognize that strength 
and support it. And our Government must 
stand side by side with that strength as 
well.

I’m incredibly optimistic about our coun-
try and its future. I’ve seen firsthand the 
great character of the American people. 
And it’s that character, it’s that determina-
tion, it is that optimism that allows me to 
boldly predict: America will overcome any 
problem she faces, abroad and here at 
home.

Thank you all for coming. May God bless 
you, and may God bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:49 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Rev. Kirbyjon H. 
Caldwell, senior pastor, Windsor Village 
United Methodist Church, his wife Suzette, 
and his parents Booker and Jean Caldwell; 
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst of Texas; Michael 
L. Williams, chair, Texas Railroad Commis-
sion; and Genora Boykins, chairperson of the 
board, and Jodi Jiles, treasurer, Pyramid 
Community Development Corp. 

Statement on the Death of Johnny Cash 
September 12, 2003 

Johnny Cash was a music legend and 
American icon whose career spanned dec-
ades and genres. His resonant voice and 
human compassion reached the hearts and 

souls of generations, and he will be missed. 
Laura joins me in sending our thoughts 
and prayers to his family. 
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