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Sept. 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a 
Fiscal Year 2004 Budget Amendment 
September 24, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed FY 2004 budget amendment for 
International Assistance Programs. This 
amendment would not increase the budg-
etary resources proposed in my FY 2004 
Budget.

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on September 25. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Congressional Conferees on 
Medicare Modernization and an Exchange With Reporters 
September 25, 2003 

The President. Listen, thank you all for 
coming. Today we met with the conferees 
on Medicare and had a good and frank 
discussion about the need to work together 
to get a Medicare bill that modernizes the 
system, that fulfills the promises to Amer-
ica’s seniors, that uses the latest technology 
to improve the health care of our elderly. 

And in my judgment, the sentiment was 
optimistic. I believe people know it’s pos-
sible to get it done. And there’s a lot of 
work to get done, but fortunately, we’re 
surrounded here by conferees that are 
plenty capable, plenty smart, and care 
deeply about the future of the country. 

And so I want to thank them for coming. 
I want to thank you for your commitment 
to our seniors, and I look forward to work-
ing with you to get a good bill out of both 
bodies and to my desk before you go home 
this fall. 

I’d like to take a couple of questions. 
Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated Press]. 

Medicare Reform Legislation 
Q. Mr. President, with huge Federal 

budget deficits, do you have any qualms 

about spending $400 billion on Medicare 
prescription drugs? 

The President. First of all, no, I don’t. 
I think it’s the right thing to do. We have 
an obligation to our seniors. Secondly, 
we’ve proposed a plan that reduces the def-
icit in half by 5 years—within 5 years. I 
absolutely believe we’re doing the right 
thing.

Iran/Meeting With President Vladimir Putin 
of Russia 

Q. Sir, what did you think of the dis-
covery of traces of weapons-grade ura-
nium——

The President. Do what now? 
Q. What did you think of the discovery 

of weapons-grade—traces of weapons-grade 
uranium in Iran? And will this be on your 
agenda with President Putin this weekend? 

The President. It was on my agenda— 
it will be on my agenda with President 
Putin this weekend. It was on my agenda 
with many of the world leaders I met with 
in New York. It is very important for the 
world to come together to make it very 
clear to Iran that there will be universal 
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