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Oct. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

Message on the Observance of Yom Kippur, 5764 
October 5, 2003 

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and 
He shall direct thy paths. 

PROVERBS 3:6

Yom Kippur is a time for people of the 
Jewish faith to draw near to God and seek 
His forgiveness through repentance and 
prayer. For Jews in the United States and 
around the world, this day marks the end 
of the High Holy Days and the sealing 
of God’s judgment in the books of life. 
May you find hope and comfort in remem-
bering the lessons of Jonah, the power of 
prayer, and the mercy of the Almighty. 

Faith plays an important role in the lives 
of many Americans, offering strength and 
guidance for the challenges of each new 
day. As you renew your commitment to 
your faith and family on this holy day, may 
your actions reflect a compassionate spirit, 
and may you be inscribed and sealed for 
a good year and long life. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a blessed Yom Kippur. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya 
October 6, 2003 

President Bush. Mr. President, Madam 
First Lady, members of the Kenyan delega-
tion, on behalf of the American people, 
Laura and I are pleased to welcome you 
to the United States. This is the first state 
visit by the leader of an African country 
during my administration and the first visit 
of President Kibaki since his historic elec-
tion last year. 

Under President Kibaki’s leadership, 
Kenya is pursuing important reforms and 
making the difficult and necessary and re-
warding transition to permanent, multiparty 
democracy. Mr. President, your courage 
serves the Kenyan people well, and you 
honor the American people with your visit. 

Kenya is a nation of rich traditions and 
ancient history. The Great Rift Valley, 
which runs through Eastern Kenya from 
Lake Rudolf to Lake Victoria, is known as 
the ‘‘cradle of civilization.’’ The story of 
Kenya is inseparable from the story of man-
kind. And out of this proud past, Kenya 
is building a modern, prosperous, and 

peaceful future. In building that future, 
Kenya will have a partner in the United 
States.

Our countries face common challenges, 
and we meet them with shared values. Both 
our nations are threatened by terrorists, 
and both have suffered. In one savage act 
5 years ago in Nairobi, members of the 
Al Qaida network murdered more than 200 
Kenyans and Americans. Our countries 
grieved together then and after September 
the 11th and after the attack last November 
in Mombasa. 

Yet we have done more than grieve. We 
are working together to defeat the terror-
ists, to cut off their funding, to deny them 
sanctuary, and to bring them to justice. 
There can be no compromise with this evil, 
and the Government of Kenya is a vital 
ally in the ongoing war against terror. 

We’re also working together to create a 
better world, to end long-simmering con-
flicts, and to alleviate the suffering caused 
by poverty and hunger and disease. Our 
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