
1363

Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Oct. 20 

is inspired by the fine example of service 
that Your Majesty and Her Majesty the 
Queen set for your people. It’s also vivid 
in the great, humane traditions of this land. 
America is honored to have your friendship. 

So I offer a toast to Your Majesties, to 
the royal family, and to your great nation. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. in 
the Chakri Throne Room at the Grand Pal-
ace. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Roh Moo-hyun of South 
Korea in Bangkok 
October 20, 2003 

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. It’s my honor to have breakfast with 
a friend of the United States and a friend 
of mine, President Roh. We’ve got a very 
important and close relationship with South 
Korea. We share common goals. We want 
the world to be more free and peaceful. 
And that’s why I’m so grateful for South 
Korea’s support in places like Iraq. 

We also share a goal to enhance the 
prosperity of our respective peoples. We 
will discuss ways to make sure our trade 
between our countries is free and fair. We 
have a common goal to make sure that 
the Korean Peninsula is nuclear-weapons- 
free. We’re making good progress on 
peacefully solving the issue with North 
Korea. And during this breakfast, I will 
share ideas and listen to ideas from Presi-
dent Roh as to how to move the process 
forward.

These are important consultations with 
a close friend, and I want to thank the 
President for coming to have breakfast. 

President Roh. It is my pleasure to meet 
with President Bush—[inaudible]—and it is 
to my greater pleasure to meet with him— 
[inaudible]. Korea and the United States 
have been promoting the friendship be-
tween each other based on mutual trust, 
and we have been addressing the problem 
in this period of cooperation and friend-
ship.

The United States is currently making 
various efforts to promote global peace, and 
it has succeeded in winning the U.N. reso-
lution regarding Iraq. And I would like to 
congratulate this meaningful progress. 

I appreciate that the United States has 
been making efforts to make progress in 
the areas related to North Korea, and this 
issue is very critical for—[inaudible]—and
the further progress of Korea. And in this 
regard, the six-party talks—[inaudible]—
progress. And I would like to thank United 
States for helping us to achieve this impor-
tant milestone. And I am thankful for Mr. 
Bush for making more efforts to continue 
to resume the six-party talks in the near 
future.

During today’s breakfast with President 
Bush, I hope to have a meaningful dialog 
on how to resolve the North Korea nuclear 
issue and how to realign the—[inaudible]—
alliance.

At the same time, I would like to com-
mend the United States’ effort in bringing 
peace and democracy in Iraq, and I would 
like to discuss with him how to reconstruct 
the economy there, and I would like to 
discuss with him how Korea can cooperate 
in this regard. And I would have a mean-
ingful discussion on these points. 

And in this meeting, I hope to have a 
serious discussion in accordance with the 
goals of the APEC in the areas of how 
to promote trade and mutual investment 
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and how to promote regional security. And 
I am sure that we will—[inaudible].

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you very much, 

Mr. President. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 a.m. at 
the Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks. 

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Republic 
of Korea 
October 20, 2003 

On October 20, 2003, President George 
W. Bush of the United States of America 
and President Roh Moo-hyun of the Re-
public of Korea held a summit meeting in 
Bangkok, Thailand. At the meeting, the two 
Presidents noted with satisfaction that there 
has been smooth progress in building a 
comprehensive and dynamic alliance rela-
tionship between the two countries as de-
clared in the Joint Statement adopted on 
May 14. In addition, the two Presidents 
had a broad and sincere exchange of views 
on various issues between the two coun-
tries, including North Korea’s nuclear issue, 
Iraq reconstruction, and the issue of up-
grading the U.S.-ROK alliance. 

Regarding the U.S. request for the dis-
patch of additional troops to Iraq, President 
Roh explained that as a result of conducting 
a comprehensive review of the overall situa-
tion, including the importance of the U.S.- 
ROK alliance and national interest, the 
ROK government has decided to dispatch 
additional troops to Iraq so as to provide 
assistance for a prompt establishment of 
peace and reconstruction in Iraq. President 
Roh stated that the size, type and form 
of the troops as well as the timing of the 
dispatch will be decided by taking into ac-
count public opinion, the result of the sur-
vey teams and the characteristics and capa-
bility of the Korean military forces. Presi-
dent Bush expressed respect and gratitude 
to President Roh for making the principled 
determination to dispatch troops. President 
Bush also stated that the ROK’s dispatch 

of troops to Iraq will not only further 
strengthen the U.S.-ROK alliance and con-
tribute to the reconstruction and stabiliza-
tion of Iraq, but also will serve as an oppor-
tunity to increase the ROK’s prestige in 
the international community. 

President Bush and President Roh recon-
firmed the principles agreed upon in their 
summit meeting in May, that they will not 
tolerate nuclear weapons in North Korea 
and that they are committed to a peaceful 
resolution of the issue. The leaders noted 
the importance of the Six Party talks for 
achieving the goal of the complete, 
verifiable and irreversible elimination of 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons programs. 
The two Presidents shared the view that 
it is desirable to hold the next round of 
the talks at an early date and to make con-
crete progress. President Bush reiterated 
that the U.S. has no intention of invading 
North Korea and that the U.S. expects 
North Korea to end its nuclear weapons 
ambitions. President Bush explained how 
security assurances might be provided with-
in the multilateral context, conditioned on 
North Korea’s progress in nuclear dis-
mantlement. President Roh expressed ap-
preciation for President Bush’s efforts to-
ward resolving the issue. The two Presi-
dents agreed to study ways and means to 
seek progress in the next round of the talks. 
The two Presidents also urged North Korea 
to respond positively to the other parties’ 
diplomatic efforts and to refrain from any 
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