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Oct. 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; Prime 
Minister Mahathir bin Mohammed of Malay-
sia; and Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of 

Italy. A reporter referred to King Abdullah 
II of Jordan. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of this interview. 

Statement on Senate Passage of Partial-Birth Abortion Legislation 
October 22, 2003 

I applaud the Senate for joining the 
House in passing the ban on partial-birth 
abortion. This is very important legislation 

that will end an abhorrent practice and 
continue to build a culture of life in Amer-
ica. I look forward to signing it into law. 

Statement on the Death of Don Luis Ferre 
October 22, 2003 

Don Luis Ferre was a distinguished 
statesman and a great American, who dedi-
cated himself to his family and the eco-
nomic and cultural growth of Puerto Rico. 
As a member of Puerto Rico’s House of 
Representatives, president of the senate, 
and Governor, he was an effective advocate 
for the political empowerment of the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico. He was widely recog-

nized as a strong leader in his community. 
In 1991, he was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom for his years of distin-
guished service to America. He was a good 
friend of my family, and I valued his advice 
and counsel. 

Laura joins me in sending our condo-
lences to the Ferre family and to the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico. 

Exchange With Reporters Following Discussions With Prime Minister John 
Howard of Australia in Canberra, Australia 
October 23, 2003 

President Bush. Can’t get any better than 
that. [Laughter]

Australia-U.S. Free Trade Agreement 
Q. Mr. Bush, did you discuss the free 

trade agreement? And how are you com-
mitted to keeping agriculture in the free 
trade agreement if it goes ahead? 

President Bush. What I’m committed to 
is seeing that we can get this free trade 
agreement done by the end of December. 
That’s what John and I talked about in 
Crawford. I think a free trade agreement 

with Australia would be good for America, 
good for American workers. I also believe 
that it would be good for Australia. 

Prime Minister Howard. Very good. 
President Bush. And the commitment we 

talked about was to make sure our nego-
tiators push forward with a deal. Obviously, 
agriculture is an important issue; intellec-
tual property is an important issue. There’s 
a lot of important issues that we’ve got 
to work through if—and I think we can. 

Prime Minister Howard. Thank you. 
American?
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