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Arakawa of Maui County, HI; Mayor Bryan 
J. Baptiste of Kauai County, HI; Brennon 
Morioka, Hawaii State chairman, Travis 
Thompson, Hawaii national committeeman, 
and Miriam Hellreich, Hawaii national com-

mitteewoman, Republican National Com-
mittee; and former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Statement on the Iraq Donors’ Conference 
October 24, 2003 

Today’s success at the Iraq Donors’ Con-
ference marked significant progress for 
freedom in Iraq. I commend the 73 nations 
and 20 international organizations that are 
meeting the challenge of helping the Iraqi 
people recover from decades of oppression 
and build a better future. The contributions 
will help bring necessary funds, goods, and 
services to the Iraqi people. I especially 
thank President Aznar and the Government 
of Spain for having hosted the conference 

and for having contributed so much to sup-
porting the people of Iraq. 

The world has a clear interest in a demo-
cratic Iraq because free nations do not 
breed the ideologies of terror. A free Iraq 
will serve as an example and an inspiration 
to advocates of reform and progress 
throughout the Middle East. And a free 
Iraq will be a source of stability and hope 
for that region. America appreciates the ef-
forts of all nations that are committed to 
this great endeavor. 

Statement on the Death of Madame Chiang Kai-shek 
October 24, 2003 

Laura and I were saddened to learn of 
the death of Madame Chiang Kai-shek. 
Madame Chiang was a close friend of the 
United States throughout her life and espe-
cially during the defining struggles of the 
last century. Generations of Americans will 

always remember and respect her intel-
ligence and strength of character. On be-
half of the American people, I extend con-
dolences to Madame Chiang’s family mem-
bers and many admirers around the world. 

Message on the Observance of Ramadan 
October 24, 2003 

I send greetings to Muslims in the 
United States and around the world observ-
ing the holy month of Ramadan. 

Ramadan is the holiest season in the Is-
lamic faith, commemorating the revelation 
of the Qur’an to Muhammed. This month 

of introspection provides Muslims a time 
to focus on their faith and practice God’s 
commands. Through fasting, prayer, con-
templation, and charity, Muslims around 
the world renew their commitment to lead 
lives of honesty, integrity, and compassion. 
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