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Nov. 10 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

Statement on Signing the Department of the Interior and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2004 
November 10, 2003 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2691, 
the Department of the Interior and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2004. 

Under the appropriations heading ‘‘Con-
struction’’ for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
the Act refers to one subsection of title 
25 of the United States Code that do not 
exist (25 U.S.C. 2505(f)) and one provision 
in title 25 that exists (25 U.S.C. 2005(a)) 
but which, as is plain from the text of the 
Act, is not the provision to which the Act 
was intended to refer. The Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget shall 
submit immediately on my behalf for the 
consideration of the Congress legislation to 
correct these errors in the Act. If corrective 
legislation is not enacted before execution 
of the provisions under the appropriations 
heading becomes necessary, the Attorney 
General shall provide a legal opinion to the 
Secretary of the Interior on how to faith-
fully execute the appropriations heading in 
light of the errors it contains. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tions 101 and 325 of the Act, which purport 
to require the executive branch to submit 
to the Congress in certain circumstances 
a request for a supplemental appropriation 

or for enactment of other legislation, in 
a manner consistent with the President’s 
constitutional authority to submit for the 
consideration of the Congress such meas-
ures as the President judges necessary and 
expedient.

Many provisions in the Act purport to 
require the consent or approval of commit-
tees of the Congress before executive 
branch execution of aspects of the Act or 
purport to preclude executive branch exe-
cution of a provision of the Act upon the 
written disapproval of such committees. 
The executive branch shall construe such 
provisions to require only notification to the 
Congress, because any other construction 
would contravene the constitutional prin-
ciples set forth by the United States Su-
preme Court in 1983 in its decision in INS
v. Chadha.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
November 10, 2003. 

NOTE: H.R. 2691, approved November 10, 
was assigned Public Law No. 108–108. 

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Reception in Greenville, South Carolina 
November 10, 2003 

Thank you all for coming. I’m honored 
to be here. Please be seated. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for those warm 
remarks. South Carolina will always have 
a big part of my political career. I’m proud 
of all the people here. I want to thank 
you for your friendship. I remember 2000 
very well. Today we’re laying the founda-

tion for what will be a South Carolina and 
a national victory in 2004. 

I’m proud to have your support. I’m loos-
ening up. [Laughter] I’m getting ready. But 
politics will come in its own time. See, I’ve 
got a job to do. And when you go to your 
coffee shops and your farm implementation 
dealers or your places of worship, you tell 
them that George W. Bush is working hard 
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