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These obstructionist tactics are shameful, 
unfair, and have become all too common. 
At a time when the American people have 
important issues backlogged in the courts, 
partisan Senators are playing politics with 
the judicial process at the expense of timely 
justice for the American people. 

I commend Senate Republicans, espe-
cially Leader Frist, Chairman Hatch, and 
Senator Santorum, for their leadership and 
commitment to the Constitution and basic 
fairness. During their 40-hour debate, these 

Senators have focused on the damaging va-
cancies that exist on the Federal courts of 
appeals, the highly qualified individuals I 
have nominated to serve, and the Senate’s 
obligation to vote on every judicial nomi-
nee.

No matter who is President or which 
party controls the Senate, the American 
people deserve a well-functioning, inde-
pendent judiciary and a commitment by all 
Senators to live up to their constitutional 
obligation.

Statement on Congressional Action on Comprehensive Energy Legislation 
November 14, 2003 

I applaud the House and Senate for 
reaching agreement on a comprehensive 
energy bill. America will be safer and 
stronger with a national energy policy that 
will help keep the lights on, the furnaces 
lit, and the factories running. A good en-
ergy bill is part of my six-point economic 

plan to create the conditions for job cre-
ation and a sustained recovery. By making 
America less reliant on foreign sources of 
energy, we also will make our Nation more 
secure. I commend the Congress for its 
hard work on this important issue. 

Memorandum on Return of Activated Military Members to Federal 
Civilian Employment 
November 14, 2003 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 

Subject: Return of Activated Military 
Members to Federal Civilian Employment 

As we welcome home returning Federal 
civil servants who were called to active duty 
in the continuing Global War on Terrorism, 
we recognize the contributions they have 
made in the defense of freedom. Whether 
they served with the Reserve Forces or the 
Air and Army National Guard, each of 
them has my personal gratitude and the 
respect and admiration of a grateful Nation. 

The Federal Government will continue 
to be the model for employer support to 

the Guard and Reserve. We are the guaran-
tors of the rights of returning service mem-
bers under the Uniformed Services Em-
ployment and Reemployment Rights Act, 
and I am personally committed to providing 
each of them with our full support, recogni-
tion, and assistance. Accordingly, I hereby 
direct you to grant Federal employees 
under your authority who are returning 
from active duty 5 days of uncharged leave 
from their civilian duties, consistent with 
the provisions of Federal law. 

We also are grateful for the extra efforts 
of the many Federal civilian employees 
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who, in the absence of their fellow acti-
vated workers, have contributed to the War 
on Terror, and I urge you to recognize 

these Federal employees by appropriate 
means.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United 
States Military Personnel as Part of the Kosovo International Security 
Force
November 14, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In my report to the Congress of May 

14, 2003, I provided information regarding 
the continued deployment of combat- 
equipped U.S. military personnel as the 
U.S. contribution to the NATO-led inter-
national security force in Kosovo (KFOR) 
and to other countries in the region in sup-
port of that force. I am providing this sup-
plemental report prepared by my Adminis-
tration, consistent with the War Powers 
Resolution (Public Law 93–148), to help 
ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in 
support of peacekeeping efforts in Kosovo. 

As noted in previous reports, the U.N. 
Security Council authorized member states 
to establish KFOR in U.N. Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The 
mission of KFOR is to provide an inter-
national security presence in order to deter 
renewed hostilities; verify and, if necessary, 
enforce the terms of the Military Technical 
Agreement (MTA) between NATO and the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) 
(which is now the Union of Serbia and 
Montenegro); enforce the terms of the Un-
dertaking on Demilitarization and Trans-
formation of the former Kosovo Liberation 
Army; provide day-to-day operational direc-
tion to the Kosovo Protection Corps; and 
maintain a safe and secure environment to 
facilitate the work of the U.N. Interim Ad-
ministration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). 

Currently, there are 17 NATO nations 
contributing to KFOR. The U.S. contribu-

tion to KFOR in Kosovo is about 2,100 
U.S. military personnel, or approximately 
11 percent of KFOR’s total strength. Addi-
tionally, U.S. military personnel occasionally 
operate from Macedonia, Albania, and 
Greece in support of KFOR operations. 
Seventeen non-NATO contributing coun-
tries also participate with NATO forces in 
providing military personnel and other sup-
port personnel to KFOR. 

The U.S. forces are assigned to a sector 
principally centered around Gnjilane in the 
eastern region of Kosovo. For U.S. KFOR 
forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining 
a safe and secure environment remains the 
primary military task. 

The KFOR forces operate under NATO 
command and control and rules of engage-
ment. The KFOR coordinates with and 
supports UNMIK at most levels, provides 
a security presence in towns, villages, and 
the countryside, and organizes checkpoints 
and patrols in key areas to provide security, 
protect minorities, resolve disputes, and 
help instill in the community a feeling of 
confidence.

The UNMIK continues to transfer non- 
reserved competencies under the Constitu-
tional Framework document to the Kosovar 
Provisional Institutions of Self-Government 
(PISG). The PISG includes the President, 
Prime Minister and Kosovo Assembly, and 
has been in place since March 2002. Mu-
nicipal elections were successfully held for 
a second time in October 2002. 
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