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Statement on Terrorist Attacks in Istanbul, Turkey

November 15, 2003

I condemn in the strongest possible
terms the terrorist attacks today in Istanbul,
where Turkey’s diverse religious commu-
nities of Muslim, Jewish, and Christian be-
lievers have flourished together for cen-
turies. The focus of these attacks on Tur-
key’s Jewish community, in Istanbul’s syna-
gogues where men, women, and children
gathered to worship God, remind us that

our enemy in the war against terror is with-
out conscience or faith. Turkey has suffered
terrible losses from terrorism for decades,
and the United States stands resolutely with
Turkey in the global war on terrorism. On
behalf of the American people, I express
our condolences to the families of the vic-
tims, to Turkey’s Jewish community, and
to all the people of the Turkish Republic.

Statement on the Announcement of a Bipartisan Agreement on Medicare

Legislation
November 15, 2003

The bipartisan Medicare agreement an-
nounced today by leaders in Congress rep-
resents a significant achievement in our Na-
tion’s efforts to provide affordable prescrip-
tion drug coverage for our seniors. Seniors
have waited a long time for help in paying
for prescription drugs, and I am pleased
that we are now on the verge of providing

them with the help they need and the
health care choices they deserve. This bi-
partisan agreement is the most significant
improvement in senior health care coverage
in nearly 40 years. I applaud the hard work
and the leadership from both sides of the
aisle, and I urge the Congress to pass this
legislation soon so I can sign it into law.

Remarks on Arrival From Camp David, Maryland, and an Exchange With

Reporters
November 16, 2003

The President. Thank you. Today I spent
some time in prayer for our service men
and women who are in harm’s way. I
prayed for their families. I prayed for those
who are still in harm’s way, whether it be
American troops or coalition troops.

The sacrifice that our folks are making
in Iraq will serve our Nation’s interests in
the short term and long term. It's best to
defeat the terrorists in Iraq so we don’t
have to defeat them here. As well a free
and stable Iraq, in the heart of a part of

the world where there is frustration and
anger, where the recruiters of hatred are
able to find terrorists—a free Iraq will be
a transforming event. And I appreciate the
families who are making the sacrifices along
with our troops.

As well in Iraq, it was a tough week,
but we made progress toward a sovereign
and free Iraq. The Iraqi Governing Council
has laid out a timetable for the transfer
of sovereignty. We're pleased with that
timetable. We think it makes sense. On
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