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Nov. 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

I’m proud to be the Commander in Chief 
of the greatest military, full of the finest 
people on the face of this earth. 

God bless you all. God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:28 p.m. in 
a hangar at Butts Army Airfield. In his re-
marks, he referred to Maj. Gen. Robert Wil-
son, USA, commander, Fort Carson; Gen. 
Larry R. Ellis, USA, commanding general, 
U.S. Army Forces Command; General Lance 
W. Lord, USAF, commander, Air Force 
Space Command; Col. Joseph E. Orr, USA, 
deputy commanding general, and Col. Mi-

chael J. Terry, USA, assistant division com-
mander for support, 7th Infantry Division 
(Light) and Fort Carson; Col. Walter 
Wininger, USA, chief of staff, 7th Infantry 
Division and Fort Carson; Col. Michael 
Resty, Jr., USA, garrison commander, Fort 
Carson; Command Sgt. Maj. Terrance 
McWilliams, USA, Fort Carson; Lola 
Spradley, speaker of the Colorado House of 
Representatives; Mayor Lionel Rivera of Col-
orado Springs, CO; Mayor Ken Barela of 
Fountain, CO; and former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks to Reporters in Colorado Springs, Colorado, on Medicare Reform 
Legislation
November 24, 2003 

Because of key votes in the United States 
Senate today, we’re moving closer to Medi-
care reform, a reform package that will 
make the system modern, make sure our 
seniors have prescription drug coverage, 
better choices. I want to commend the 
Senate for moving the modernization bill 
forward. I look forward to them completing 
their work and getting a bill to my desk 
that I can sign. Modernizing Medicare will 

make the system better and will enable us 
to say to millions of seniors, we’ve kept 
our promise to America’s seniors. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:34 p.m. at 
Peterson Air Force Base, prior to departure 
for the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks. 

Message on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr 
November 24, 2003 

I send greetings to Muslims celebrating 
Eid al-Fitr, the Festival of Breaking the 
Fast.

This festival marks the end of the month- 
long fast of Ramadan, the holiest period 
of the Islamic year. Eid al-Fitr is a time 
to give thanks to God for the blessings of 
renewed faith, to perform acts of charity, 
and to share traditional food and good 
wishes with family and friends. Islam is a 
religion that inspires its followers to lead 

lives based on justice, compassion, and per-
sonal responsibility. 

During this joyful season, I encourage 
people of all faiths to reflect on our shared 
values: love of family, gratitude to God, 
a commitment to religious freedom, and 
respect for the diversity that adds to our 
Nation’s strength. By working together to 
advance peace and mutual understanding, 
we help build a future of promise and com-
passion for all. 
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Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a joyous celebration. Eid mubarek. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Japan-United States Treaty on 
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters 
November 24, 2003 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Treaty Between the 
United States of America and Japan on 
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Mat-
ters, signed at Washington on August 5, 
2003. I transmit also, for the information 
of the Senate, a related exchange of notes 
and the report of the Department of State 
with respect to the Treaty. 

The Treaty is one of a series of modern 
mutual legal assistance treaties negotiated 
by the United States in order to counter 
criminal activities more effectively. The 
Treaty should be an effective tool to assist 
in the investigation and prosecution of a 
wide variety of crimes. The Treaty is self- 
executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range 
of cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual 
assistance available under the Treaty in-

cludes: taking testimony, statements, or 
items; examining persons, items, or places; 
locating or identifying persons, items, or 
places; providing items from governmental 
departments or agencies; inviting persons 
to testify in the requesting Party; transfer-
ring persons in custody for testimony or 
other purposes; assisting in proceedings re-
lated to forfeiture and immobilization of 
assets; and any other form of assistance 
permitted under the laws of the requested 
Party and agreed upon by the Central Au-
thorities of the two Contracting Parties. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty, 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
November 24, 2003. 

Remarks at Spring Valley Hospital in Las Vegas, Nevada 
November 25, 2003 

Thank you for the warm welcome. It’s 
great to be here in Las Vegas, the great 
State of Nevada. I’m sorry I don’t get to 
spend the night here. [Laughter] They say 
the nightlife is pretty active. [Laughter] It’s 
a great part of our country. Thanks for 
your welcome. 

I also appreciate the Spring Valley Hos-
pital Medical Center team for hosting us. 

It’s not easy to have the President of the 
United States come. It seems like the en-
tourages are quite large these days. [Laugh-
ter] So I appreciate the hard work in facili-
tating my visit. 

It’s amazing that this facility is not only— 
is not yet 2 months old, yet it is providing 
a really good record of care and compas-
sion, thanks to the good docs and nurses 
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