
1631

Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Nov. 25 

the job; we will not be intimidated by thugs 
and killers who will kill innocent Iraqis or 
try to kill our coalition troops to force us 
out, because I truly believe that when we 
succeed, we will leave behind a more 
peaceful world. 

Many of you have served our country, 
and you can understand what I’m about 
to tell you: Freedom is precious. Freedom 
is inherent in our soul. Freedom is not 
America’s gift to the world; freedom is the 
Almighty’s—Almighty God’s gift to every 
person who lives in this world. We will 
work to protect ourselves, but we’ll also 

work to free people who have been 
enslaved by tyranny, free those who live 
in a country where they get tortured if 
they speak out. We love freedom in Amer-
ica. We will never forget our love for free-
dom. Our foreign policy is based upon free-
dom and peace, and we’ll succeed. 

Thank you all very much. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:33 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Mayor Skip 
Rimsza of Phoenix, AZ; and former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Statement on the Ongoing Review of the Overseas Force Posture 
November 25, 2003 

Since the end of the cold war, the once- 
familiar threats facing our Nation, our 
friends, and our allies have given way to 
the less predictable dangers associated with 
rogue nations, global terrorism, and weap-
ons of mass destruction. We have been ac-
tively transforming our defenses to address 
these changes. While we continue to make 
progress in the transformation of our uni-
formed military, it remains for us to realign 
the global posture of our forces to better 
address these new challenges. 

Beginning today, the United States will 
intensify our consultations with the Con-
gress and our friends, allies, and partners 
overseas on our ongoing review of our over-
seas force posture. We will ensure that we 
place the right capabilities in the most ap-
propriate locations to best address the new 
security environment. 

U.S. national security is closely linked to 
the security of our friends, allies, and global 
partners, and this review will serve to 
strengthen existing relationships and in-

crease our ability to carry out our defense 
commitments more effectively. To meet 
this objective, we will invite the full partici-
pation of our friends and allies. And be-
cause any initiatives and adjustments result-
ing from this review must necessarily be 
comprehensive and affordable, it will be 
conducted in close consultation with the 
Congress of the United States. Secretary 
Powell and Secretary Rumsfeld will de-
scribe further our efforts at the NATO 
ministerial meetings in early December. 
High-level U.S. teams will begin consulta-
tions in foreign capitals in Europe, Asia, 
and elsewhere following those meetings. 

The collective security of free nations de-
pends now more than ever on modern ca-
pabilities and security cooperation. A fully 
transformed and strengthened overseas 
force posture will underscore the commit-
ment of the United States to effective col-
lective action in the common cause of 
peace and liberty. 
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