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we were cautious, and we needed to be.
And I want to thank you for honoring that.
This is an historic trip. And it'll reverberate
in such positive ways for these kids who
are—and these soldiers who are far away
from home serving us. And it’s exactly what
I wanted to do.

Q. Thank you.

Historic Presidential Visits to Combat Areas

Q. Did you look back at any precedents
of any other President’s trips?

The President. There is no precedent in
the war on terror. This is the first war
of the 21st century, unique in its nature.
But I don’t know. I guess you all need
to do that. I don’t know whether or not—
I think Lyndon Johnson went as a Vice
President or as President. I dont know.

Q. He was in Asia, and he made an
unscheduled trip.

The President. Into Vietnam as Presi-
dent?

Q. Eisenhower went to Korea as a

The President. Franklin Roosevelt went
to north Africa, but the front was in Tuni-
sia, I think, but maybe not.

Q. Abraham Lincoln went to Richmond
a couple of days after

The President. He sure did. I got the
picture of the White House of the—Lin-
coln with his generals and Admiral Porter
talking about the peace. I think that’s what
you're talking about.

Q. But he was mobbed by people when
he went to—this was a couple of days after

he fell.

The President’s Radio Address
November 29, 2003

Good morning. On Thursday, I was hon-
ored to travel to Iraq to spend Thanks-
giving with some of the finest men and
women serving in our military.

The President. Right. And he was on a
boat outside of Richmond—unfortunately
called “The Peacemakers.” It had a won-
derful rainbow behind he and his generals.
That’s where he’s talking about making sure
the peace was fair and generous so that
the United States would stay united.

And, interestingly enough, the original is
in the—upstairs in the Treaty Room in the
White House. And it is in the Pentagon
as well, a copy of it, which I found to
be very—so I remember going into the
Pentagon and—somebody took—[laughter].

But thanks for honoring it.

Q. I appreciate it.

The President. Youre a credit to your
Nation, a credit to your profession.

NoOTE: The President spoke aboard Air Force
One en route to Andrews Air Force Base fol-
lowing his departure from Baghdad at ap-
proximately 8 p.m. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Col. Mark Tillman, USAF, com-
mander, Presidential Airlift Group; Jalal
Talabani, president, and Ahmad Chalabi,
Raja Habib al-Khuzai, and Muwafaq Rubai,
members, Iragi Governing Council; L. Paul
Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to Iraq;
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag;
Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, combatant com-
mander, U.S. Central Command; Lt. Gen.
Ricardo S. Sanchez, USA, commander, Coa-
lition Joint Task Force Seven; and Joe Hagin,
Assistant to the President and White House
Deputy Chief of Staff. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these
remarks.

My message to the troops was clear: Your
country is thankful for your service; we are
proud of you; and America stands with you
in all that you are doing to defend America.
I'm pleased to report back from the
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frontlines that our troops are strong. Mo-
rale is high, and our military is confident
we will prevail.

Many members of our Armed Forces,
Guard, and Reserve observed Thanksgiving
in places far from home. In Afghanistan,
Iraq, and elsewhere, our military is con-
fronting the terrorist enemy so we don’t
meet that enemy in our own country.
Theyre serving the cause of freedom.
They're helping millions of people in newly
liberated countries to build lives of dignity
and hope. They are protecting the lives and
security of the American people. All of us
can be grateful to live in a country that
has produced such brave men and women
who stand between us and the dangers of
the world.

This holiday weekend is also a time when
many proud military families are also feel-
ing separation and worry. Long deploy-
ments in dangerous places have added
hardships in military communities across
the country. Many parents are dealing with
the burdens of raising families while pray-
ing for the safe return of a loved one. Our
whole Nation respects and appreciates the
commitment and sacrifice of our military
families.

Americans are also thinking of the mili-
tary families that must face this holiday
with sorrow of recent loss. It is the nature
of terrorism that a small number of people
can inflict such terrible grief. Every person
who dies in the line of duty commands
the special gratitude of the American peo-
ple. And the military families that mourn
can know this: Our Nation will not forget

their loved ones and the sacrifice they
made to protect us all.

The courage of our soldiers and their
families show the spirit of this country in
great adversity. And many citizens are
showing their appreciation by helping mili-
tary families here at home. Members of
the VFW have started an Adopt-A-Unit
program, so veterans and their families can
support military units in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. Volunteers from a group called Re-
building Together have repaired homes for
military families while their spouses are de-
ployed.

Citizens interested in finding volunteer
opportunities to support our military should
visit the USA Freedom Corps web site at
usafreedomcorps.gov.

Our Nation owes a debt of gratitude to
every member of the United States military
and to their families. It was a privilege to
offer that gratitude in person to some of
our troops serving in Iraq. May God bless
them all, and may He continue to bless
the United States of America.

Happy Thanksgiving, and thank you for
listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 9:55 a.m.
on November 28 at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
November 29. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
November 28 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Luncheon in Dearborn, Michigan

December 1, 2003

Thank you all very much. Thanks for
coming. I appreciate you joining our cam-
paign. You know what this means? It means
we're laying the foundation for what is
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going to be a victory in Michigan and a
nationwide victory in "04.

I want to thank you for your help, and
I want to thank you for your support. I'm
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