
882

July 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

the hungry. And we’re by far the most gen-
erous nation in the world when it comes 
to that, and I’m proud to report that. This 
isn’t a contest of who’s the most generous. 
I’m just telling you as an aside. [Laughter]
We’re generous. We shouldn’t be bragging 
about it. But we are. We’re very generous. 

However, one of the things it seems like 
we’ve got to do is help Africa feed herself. 
There is no reason in the world why the 
great continent of Africa can’t be self-sus-
taining in food, and not only self-sustaining; 
how about being—the capacity to help oth-
ers eat. And it’s got a great potential. 

So that’s the mission. The mission at 
home is to help those who hurt and make 
the vast potential of America available to 
every citizen. The mission abroad is to use 
our good heart and good conscience and 
not turn our back away when we see suf-
fering.

It has been a—it’s a huge honor to rep-
resent our country overseas. It is a—I am 

a proud American. I’m proud of what we 
stand for. I’m proud of our heritage. I un-
derstand we’ve had tough times in our his-
tory. But the thing about it is, we never 
get stuck in history. We always move be-
yond. We’re always trying to improve. And 
we base it, our history and our decision-
making, our future, on solid values. The 
first value is, we’re all God’s children. 

May God bless you. Thank you for your 
time.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:27 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he 
referred to Rev. Tony Evans, Oakcliff Baptist 
Church, Dallas, TX; Rev. Eugene F. Rivers 
III, Azusa Christian Community, Dor-
chester, MA; President Yoweri Kaguta 
Museveni of Uganda; and President 
Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria. 

Statement on House of Representatives Action on the ‘‘Project BioShield 
Act of 2003’’ 
July 16, 2003 

In my State of the Union Address, I out-
lined a major research and production ef-
fort called Project BioShield to better pro-
tect the American people against possible 
bioterrorist attacks. I commend the House 
for passing the ‘‘Project BioShield Act of 

2003.’’ This legislation will help spur the 
development and availability of next genera-
tion countermeasures against biological, 
chemical, nuclear, and radiological weap-
ons. I urge the Senate to act on this very 
important legislation. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 
July 16, 2003 

Dear lllll :
Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the 

Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 

104–114), (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine 
and report to the Congress that suspension 
for 6 months beyond August 1, 2003, of 
the right to bring action under title III 
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of the Act is necessary to the national inter-
ests of the United States and will expedite 
a transition to democracy in Cuba. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard 
G. Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, 

Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations; Ted Stevens, chairman, 
and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate 
Committee on Appropriations; Henry J. 
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking 
member, House Committee on International 
Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, chairman, 
and David R. Obey, ranking member, House 
Committee on Appropriations. 

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom 
July 17, 2003 

President Bush. Good afternoon. It is, 
once again, a pleasure to welcome the 
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, and Cherie 
Blair to the White House. Mr. Prime Min-
ister, fabulous speech. Congratulations. 

In his address to Congress this afternoon, 
Prime Minister Blair once again showed the 
qualities that have marked his entire career. 
Tony Blair is a leader of conviction, of pas-
sion, of moral clarity, and eloquence. He 
is a true friend of the American people. 
The United Kingdom has produced some 
of the world’s most distinguished statesmen, 
and I’m proud to be standing with one 
of them today. 

The close partnership between the 
United States and Great Britain has been 
and remains essential to the peace and se-
curity of all nations. For more than 40 
years of the cold war, we stood together 
to ensure that the conflicts of Europe did 
not once again destroy the peace of the 
world. The duties we accepted were de-
manding, as we found during the Berlin 
blockade and other crises. Yet British and 
American leaders held firm, and our cause 
prevailed.

Now we are joined in another great and 
difficult mission. On September the 11th, 
2001, America, Britain, and all free nations 
saw how the ideologies of hatred and terror 
in a distant part of the world could bring 

violence and grief to our own citizens. We 
resolved to fight these threats actively, 
wherever they gather, before they reach 
our shores. And we resolved to oppose 
these threats by promoting freedom and 
democracy in the Middle East, a region 
that has known so much bitterness and re-
sentment.

From the outset, the Prime Minister and 
I have understood that we are allies in this 
war, a war requiring great effort and pa-
tience and fortitude. The British and Amer-
ican peoples will hold firm once again, and 
we will prevail. 

The United States and Great Britain 
have conducted a steady offensive against 
terrorist networks and terror regimes. 
We’re dismantling the Al Qaida network, 
leader by leader, and we’re hunting down 
the terrorist killers, one by one. 

In Afghanistan, we removed the cruel 
and oppressive regime that had turned that 
country into a training camp for Al Qaida, 
and now we are helping the Afghan people 
to restore their nation and regain self-gov-
ernment.

In Iraq, the United States, Britain, and 
other nations confronted a violent regime 
that armed to threaten the peace, that cul-
tivated ties to terror and defied the clear 
demands of the United Nations Security 
Council. Saddam Hussein produced and 
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