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for the decisions they make. We’re chang-
ing the culture of America from one that 
says, ‘‘If it feels good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve 
got a problem, blame somebody else,’’ to 
a culture in which each of us understands 
we are responsible for the decisions we 
make in life. If you’re fortunate to be a 
mom or a dad, you’re responsible for your 
child. If you’re concerned about the quality 
of the education in your community, you 
are responsible for doing something about 
it. If you’re a CEO in America, you are 
responsible to tell the truth to your employ-
ees and your shareholders. And in this new 
responsibility society, each of us is respon-
sible for loving our neighbor just like we’d 
like to be loved ourself. 

We can see the culture of service and 
responsibility growing around us. I started 
the USA Freedom Corps to encourage 
Americans to extend a compassionate hand 
to neighbors in need, and the response has 
been very strong. Our charities and our 
faith-based institutions are strong and vi-
brant all across our country. They’re help-
ing people who cry out for help. Policemen 
and firefighters and people who wear our 
Nation’s uniform are reminding us what it 
means to sacrifice for something greater 
than yourself. Once again, the children of 
America believe in heroes because they see 
them every day. 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica, and I have been privileged to see the 
compassion and the character of the Amer-
ican people. All the tests of the last 21⁄2
years have come to the right nation. 

We are a strong country, and we use 
our strength to defend the peace. We’re 
an optimistic country, confident in our-
selves and in ideals bigger than ourselves. 
Abroad, we seek to lift whole nations by 
spreading freedom. At home, we seek to 
lift up lives by spreading opportunity to 
every corner of America. This is the work 
that history has set before us. We welcome 
it, and we know that for our country and 
for our cause, better days lie ahead. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:16 p.m. at 
the Wyndham Anatole Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Rick Perry and Lt. Gov. 
David Dewhurst of Texas; Texas House of 
Representatives Speaker Tom Craddick and 
his wife, Nadine; Texas State Representatives 
Kenny Marchant and Dan Branch; Jeanne 
Johnson Phillips, Texas State vice chairman, 
and J. Roger Williams, north Texas chairman, 
Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.; country music enter-
tainers the Gatlin Brothers, and their moth-
er, Billie; and Priscilla Owen, nominee to be 
U.S. Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit. 

The President’s Radio Address 
July 19, 2003 

Good morning. Next week, the United 
States Treasury will begin printing and 
mailing more than 25 million child tax 
credit checks, putting over $12 billion back 
into the hands of American families. These 
rebates are the result of the Jobs and 
Growth Act I recently signed into law, 
which increases the child tax credit from 
$600 to $1,000 per child. And because this 
new law reduced income tax rates, busi-

nesses earlier this month lowered tax with-
holding for worker paychecks. Now, those 
workers and their families have a lighter 
tax bill and more take-home pay. 

With the child tax credit rebates and the 
lower tax rates taking effect, America’s fam-
ilies will have more of their own money 
to make purchases, pay their bills, save for 
their children’s education, and invest in a 
new home or business. There are hopeful 
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signs that our actions are contributing to 
economic growth. Individual investors are 
showing greater confidence, leading to a 
significant rise in the stock market. And 
thanks to our efforts to reduce taxes on 
stock dividends, dozens of major companies 
have announced plans to either increase 
their existing dividend payout or pay divi-
dends for the first time, putting billions 
of dollars in cash into shareholders’ pockets. 

Earlier this week, I met with leading pri-
vate economists who see a faster rate of 
economic growth in the coming year-and- 
a-half. The U.S. housing market is robust, 
strengthened by low mortgage rates and ris-
ing after-tax incomes. Inflation is low. Re-
tail sales have been rising, and productivity 
growth, the most important indicator of 
economic strength, remains high. 

My administration remains focused on 
faster economic growth that will translate 
into more jobs. Now that Americans can 
keep more of what they earn, we can ex-
pect to see rising demand for goods and 
services. And as demand increases, compa-
nies will need more workers to meet it. 

We will continue to take action on a 
broad agenda for more growth and jobs. 
We are pressing the Senate to join the 
House of Representatives in passing an en-
ergy bill to assure stable and affordable en-
ergy supplies. And we’re pressing the Sen-
ate on litigation reform, so small businesses 
and manufacturers can focus on creating 
jobs instead of fighting frivolous lawsuits. 
I’m asking both Houses of Congress to cre-
ate reemployment accounts for those seek-
ing jobs, so they can pay for job training 

and child care and other costs of finding 
work.

Faster economic growth will bring the 
added benefit of higher revenues for our 
Government, and those new revenues, 
combined with spending discipline in 
Washington, DC, are the surest way to 
bring down the deficit. My budget for fiscal 
year 2004 calls for a modest increase in 
discretionary spending of only 4 percent, 
or about the same increase as the average 
American household budget. I urge Con-
gress to make spending discipline a priority, 
so that we can cut the deficit in half over 
the next 5 years. 

Government does not create prosperity. 
Government can, however, create the con-
ditions that make prosperity possible. The 
Jobs and Growth Act of 2003 was based 
on the fundamental faith in the energy and 
creativity of the American people. With 
hard work and daily determination, entre-
preneurs and workers are moving this econ-
omy forward. The American economy is 
headed in the right direction, and we can 
be confident of better days ahead. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:50 
a.m. on July 17 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
July 19. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on July 
18 but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Reception in Houston, Texas 
July 19, 2003 

Thank you all very much. It’s such an 
honor to be here. Laura and I are glad 
to be home. First, let me say it’s great 
to see so many familiar faces. A couple 

of them scolded me when I was a kid. 
I see old—[inaudible]—over there. [Laugh-
ter] A lot of the people in this room 
worked hard to see to it that I became 
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