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months—think about this—in 22 months,
our Nation has been tested by a national
emergency, by corporate scandals, by a re-
cession, and by war. And time after time,
this country has responded effectively to
each challenge we've faced. Time after
time, we have shown firm resolve and
unshakable faith in our country.

And the basis of the Jobs and Growth
Act, the kind of fundamental principle of
the Jobs and Growth Act, is that T've got
faith in the American people, in the
strength and the enterprise and the cre-
ativity of the American people. And I be-
lieve with hard work and determination,
this economy is going to be strong. We're
headed in the right direction. Better days
are ahead for our citizens.

Remarks in Livonia, Michigan
July 24, 2003

Thank you for the warm welcome.
Thanks for letting me come by to say hello.
First, let me just say I appreciate the hard-
working folks here at Beaver Aerospace for
making sure that Air Force One functions
properly. [Laughter] Otherwise, it might
have been a long flight. [Laughter] I appre-
ciate what you do for America’s defense.
I appreciate your hard work. I appreciate
your talent. I appreciate you helping make
this country strong.

I want to thank Bill Phillips and his fam-
ily for inviting me. You know, one of the
great things about America is the entrepre-
neurial spirit of our country, and Mr. Phil-
lips is an entrepreneur. And one of the
things we've got to do in America is keep
that entrepreneurial spirit alive and well.
And Mr. Phillips knows what I know: You
can be an entrepreneur, but without good
workers, good, dedicated, hard-working
people willing to run the machines and
show up on time and work hard, the entre-
preneurial spirit is kind of empty. And so,

Listen, thank you for letting me come.
May God bless. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:14 a.m. at
the Treasury Department’s Philadelphia Fi-
nancial Management Service regional center.
In his remarks, he referred to Mike
Colarusso, Regional Director, Philadelphia
Financial Management Service Center;
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag;
and Uday and Qusay Hussein, sons of former
President Hussein, who were killed July 22
by U.S. military forces in Mosul, Iraq. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

first of all, T want to not only thank the
Phillips folks, I want to thank the people
who work here in this facility. Thanks for
making America go.

And T am interested in making sure
every one of our fellow citizens who wants
to work can find a job, and that’s what
I want to talk about today. I want to talk
about how to make sure this economy is
strong and vibrant so our citizens can work
and families can be hopeful for the future.

First, I want to thank the Secretary of
Commerce, Don Evans, my long-time
friend. T appreciate his service. He’s part
of my economic team that is staying fo-
cused on economic vitality and growth.

I appreciate so very much Jack Kirksey.
He’s the mayor here. Mr. Mayor, you've
got a tougher job than I do. [Laughter]
You've got to empty the garbage and fill
the potholes. [Laughter]

I appreciate the State attorney general,
Mike Cox, for joining us today. He’s right
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here from Livonia. I want to thank mem-
bers of the legislative body, Senator Laura
Toy and John Pastor, who have joined us
today. I want to thank the chief of police,
who’s with us. I want to thank the presi-
dent of the city council that's with us. I
want to thank you all for coming. We've
got quite a distinguished group.

I want to share the name of one person
you've probably never heard of. It’s a fellow
I just met when I landed at the airport,
and his name is Walter Piper. Walter is
right there. Walter has been an active
member of what they call SCORE, which
is Service Corps of Retired Executives.
That should tell you two things or three
things about Walter: One, he is retired—
[laughter]—two, he was an executive, and
three, he is in service. And what he has
done is he’s decided to provide counsel and
advice to people who want to start their
own small business. He is volunteering his
time to try to make the community in
which he lives a better place.

The reason I bring that up is there’s
a lot made about how strong we are mili-
tarily. And we are strong militarily, and we
will remain strong militarily. But the true
strength of America is found in the hearts
and souls of our fellow citizens. The true
strength of our country is found in those
hearts and souls that have heard the uni-
versal call to love a neighbor just like you'd
like to be loved yourself. No, the strength
of our country is the compassion of our
fellow citizens, people like Walter who are
willing to dedicate their time and talents
to make somebody else’s life better.

My call to you is when you see a neigh-
bor in need, when you see somebody who’s
hurt, don’t turn your back but love them
just like you'd like to be loved yourself.

This country of ours has faced many
challenges over the last couple of years,
and I believe those challenges have brought
out the best in America. Terrorists declared
war on us. On September the 11th, a date
we will not forget, people who hated our
country, hate it for what we stand for,
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hated the fact that we love freedom, de-
clared war on the United States of America,
and war is what they got. We are hunting
down the killers one at a time. We are
slowly but surely dismantling the Al Qaida
network, and we will continue to find them
and to bring them to justice. We owe that
to this generation of Americans and future
generations to come.

In Afghanistan, a cruel regime, a brutal
regime, had turned that country into a
training camp for terrorists. I declared as
clearly as I could, “If you harbor a terrorist,
you're just as guilty as the terrorists.” So
we removed the Taliban from power and
freed people from the clutches of a bar-
baric regime.

In Iraq, a brutal dictator was arming to
threaten the peace. This brutal dictator de-
fied the demands of the free world. For
years, he thumbed his nose at the United
Nations Security Council, time and time
again. We gave him plenty of time to dis-
close and disarm. He chose defiance, and
the regime of Saddam Hussein is no more.

Our brave troops still face danger in Iraq
because there are people there who hate
the thought of a free society. They can't
stand freedom, and they’re dangerous. But
we're finding these terrorists as well, and
were bringing them to justice. As you
know, earlier this week, two of the favorite
henchmen of Saddam Hussein were
brought to justice. They were discovered,
and their violent careers ended in justice.
These two sons of Saddam Hussein were
responsible for hundreds and hundreds of
people being tortured and maimed and
murdered. And now the Iraqgi people have
seen clearly the intent of the United States
to make sure that they are free and to
make sure that the Saddam regime never
returns again to Iraq.

Our brave men and women serving to
free—make sure Iraq is free are serving
as well in the war on terror. A free and
democratic and peaceful Iraq will not
threaten America and our friends with ille-
gal weapons. A free Iraq will not provide
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harbor and money to terrorist organizations
which would like to hurt America. A free
Iraq will not destabilize the Middle East.
A free Iraq can set a hopeful example for
the entire region. And as the pursuits of
freedom replace hatred and resentment and
terror in the Middle East, the American
people will be more secure, and the world
will be more peaceful. We owe a significant
debt of gratitude to the men and women
who wear the uniform of the United States
of America.

Our Nation has responded to challenges
here at home as well. Think about what
we've been through. As I was showing up
into office, the stock market had been fall-
ing for nearly a year, and the country was
headed into recession. And then after the
recession came the attacks of September
the 11th, a significant attack on our home-
land. It caused the economy to sputter. It
significantly affected our capacity to gen-
erate jobs.

And then we found out that some of
our fellow citizens forgot what it means
to assume responsibility. They didn’t tell
the truth. Corporate CEOs around this
country didn’t tell the truth to their share-
holders and their employees, and that
shook the confidence of America. And then,
of course, the drumbeat of war shook the
began to affect the ability for this economy
to grow strong.

We've overcome a lot because we acted.
First and foremost, in 2001, I worked with
Congress to pass tax relief, and history will
show that the recession we’re in is one
of the shallowest recessions our country has
had. We passed tough laws that say to a
corporate criminal, if you lie, cheat, or
steal, you will be held to account.

Last year, when it looked like the econ-
omy was still sputtering and wasn’t strong
enough, when we realized too many Ameri-
cans were still struggling to find work and
too many families were having trouble
meeting their monthly bills or saving for
their child’s education, we acted again, and

I convinced the Congress to pass the Jobs
and Growth Act.

And that's a significant development in
terms of economic vitality, because the
more money people have in their pockets,
the more they will demand a good or a
service. And when somebody demands a
good or a service, in this economy of ours,
somebody will produce a good or a service.
And when somebody produces that good
or a service, it means somebody is more
likely to find work.

The jobs-and-growth plan came at the
exact right time in our history. Part of that
jobs-and-growth plan is to increase the
child credit from $600 to $1,000 per child.
But I thought it was necessary to act quick-
ly, so I asked Congress to make it retro-
active to January lst of this year, and they
agreed.

Today I went to Philadelphia. I saw first-
hand the checks that are being printed, that
are fixing to be sent to the people who
have got children who qualify for the child
credit. That is, $13 billion is going out the
door to be in the pockets of our fellow
citizens; $13 billion for more money for
people to save or to spend but to do with
it which you want to do with it. After all,
were talking about your money, not the
Government’s money.

Part of the Jobs and Growth Act con-
tinue to bring down the marriage penalty.
Seems like to me that the Tax Code ought
to encourage marriage, not discourage mar-
riage. I don’t know why you want to penal-
ize marriage. But part of the Jobs and
Growth Act also reduced the overall tax
rates people pay. It cut the individual tax
rates across the board. You're going to have
more money in your pocket. That's what
we want. That’s part of the economic jobs-
and-growth plan.

The interesting thing about reducing
taxes as well, it helped a lot of small busi-
nesses. And the cornerstone of any good
jobs plan is to encourage small-business
growth. A lot of small businesses pay tax
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at the individual tax rate. Theyre Sub-
chapter S’s, or they're what they call sole
proprietorships. And so when you hear us
talking about rate reduction, I also want
you to think about your neighbor who is
a small-business owner. And their taxes are
going down, and that will have a positive
effect on economic vitality and growth.

We also changed the policy on taxes on
dividends and capital gains. And let me talk
about what that means. It means many
companies have now decided to pay a divi-
dend to the people who own the company,
the thousands of shareholders all across our
country. Many others have increased their
dividend. And as a result, there are billions
of dollars of cash now going into the econ-
omy, to the people, to the shareholders,
large and small, and that will encourage
savings and investment and spending.

Now, let me talk about the jobs act in
terms of small business. Not only will it
affect small businesses by reducing the in-
come taxes on small businesses, we allowed
small businesses to deduct more money up
front when they buy new equipment. And
that’s important. We want people to buy
more equipment. You know why? Because
somebody has got to make the equipment.
When there’s an incentive for small busi-
nesses across the country to buy a new
piece of machinery to make their business
more productive, it means somebody has
got to make that machine. And when some-
body makes that machine, it means some-
body is going to be working, making the
machine.

Here at Beaver, youre going to save
about $70,000 on taxes, and that means
more money that goes into research to de-
velop new products. And that’s important.
If T were a worker here, I'd want to be
on the cutting edge of new products. I'd
want the people who run this company
being—thinking about how best can I use
my talent and my skills to build a new
product to stay competitive. As Bill Phillips
said, “It gives us the money to do some
research.”
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But he also said, “It gives us some
money to build new products.” He’s already
hired 14 workers this year. He says to me,
the tax relief will enable him to hire 10
more workers. That’s 10 more people work-
ing. There are small businesses—see, we're
not talking about just this company here.
There are companies all across the country
like this company. And if you have 10 hired
here and 10 hired there and 10 hired over
there, and all of a sudden those 10 start
adding up and our fellow citizens are get-
ting back to work. And that's what we're
here to talk about, how to get Americans
back to work.

Mike Gendich is here with us. I had
a chance to visit with Mike. He owns a
company called Metalmite. He makes parts
for Beaver Aerospace. He had a backlog
of orders of only 2% weeks over the past
3 years. His orders are picking up. That’s
a good sign. See, when the small-business
guy’s orders begin to pick up, he begins
to get a little confidence, a little bounce
in his step. And the backlog is now 2%
months. He’s added three workers in the
last 2 months. And now, with $22.000 of
tax relief, he’s decided he can afford a
vertical milling machine to keep those three
workers busy, to make sure theyre more
productive.

But somebody has got to build that
vertical milling machine. And so there’s
some person out there whose job is more
secure, or perhaps a new job, thanks to
the fact that Mike is taking advantage of
the tax relief. And that's what's important
for our fellow citizens to know. There’s a
ripple effect throughout our economy. And
as people make decisions, whether you're
a consumer or whether you're a small-busi-
ness owner trying to buy a machine, it af-
fects economic vitality and growth. It af-
fects more than just one life. And that’s
the whole purpose of the tax plan, was to
have a ripple effect throughout the econ-
omy that’s positive and far-reaching.

Nevin Groce is with us. He’s from Grand
Rapids. He owns L&G Industrial Products.
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He said times are a little slow. But all of
a sudden, he’s beginning to see action
being taken, and he sees a better future
for his company. He’s going to save $20,000
under the 2003 tax relief act.

He says that what he’s thinking about
doing is buying a large industrial saw. In
other words, here’s a guy whose business
isn’t quite the way he wants it to be, but
he’s getting optimistic because he’s got a
little more money in his pocket—more than
a little money, $20,000, which is a lot of
money for a small business. And so he’s
thinking positively. He’s thinking about
making new investments.

Dennis Orlewicz is here. He’s a small-
business owner, Magnum Manufacturing.
He’s an S corp. That means he pays taxes
at the individual income tax rate. We've
reduced the taxes on his business by
$3,500. It will save him $8,000—individ-
ually and then $8,000 in his business, ex-
cuse me. He’s thinking about buying a
$250,000 machine. His quote is, “Tax relief
makes investment more enticing.”

Here’s what I'm telling you. We've got
to focus on small businesses, first and fore-
most. Most new jobs in America are cre-
ated by entrepreneurs and small-business
people. The plan I'm describing to you cre-
ates incentive for people to make invest-
ments to make their small business more
competitive, to make their workers more
productive. And when they make invest-
ment, it helps somebody else who has to
make the machine in the first place. The
jobs-and-growth bill is important for eco-
nomic vitality in America.

I want to make sure the jobs-and-growth
bill extend to all our citizens. The child
credit must be given to low-income Ameri-
cans as well. They passed a bill in the Sen-
ate. They passed a bill in the House. They
need to get the differences resolved and
to my desk. I want the benefits of tax relief
all across the spectrum of our society.
Economists were saying this economy is
picking up. Theyre feeling positive about
America and its economic future. They

know what I know: We've been through
a lot, and we're strong.

Interest rates are down. That makes it
easier for a person to buy their house. If
you got your house and interest rates are
down, it means it makes it profitable to
refinance your house, put a little extra
money in your pocket. Inflation is low,
which is positive. Productivity is up. No,
signs after sign after sign says we’re poised
for growth so people can find work.

But there is more to do. I want to share
some other thoughts with you. First, we
need an energy policy in America. We need
a policy that recognizes we can do a better
job of conservation, that we can do a better
job of developing technologies that will en-
able us to develop energy sources in a
cleaner way. But I'm worried about natural
gas. See, the demand for natural gas is
going up but the supply isn’t, which means
it’s going to start affecting people’s pocket-
books. We've got to do something about
that. We need an energy plan. We need
to be less dependent on foreign sources
of energy. The House passed a bill; the
Senate—is stuck in the Senate. They need
to get moving and get a bill to my desk.

We need to make sure that we have—
diminish the number of frivolous lawsuits
in our society—pushing hard for class-ac-
tion reform. The House passed a bill. The
Senate has got to act. It’s junk lawsuits
that are affecting the cost of your health
care. Listen, if you got hurt by a bad doc,
youve got to have your day in court. But
what we don’t need is lawyers fishing for
a rich settlement all across the country,
which means you're either driving up the
cost of health care or youre driving the
docs out of business. One of the things
we ought to make sure in America is health
care is affordable and accessible.

When youre good at something, you
ought to make the environment such that
you can move product. If youre good at
manufacturing, you want to sell it all
around the world. If you're good at growing
crops, we want to be able to sell our crops
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around the world. If you're good at growing
cows, we ought to be selling our cows
around the world. One way to make sure
that we can increase jobs is to get some
of these countries to open up their markets
to United States’ products. We're competi-
tive. We've got the best workers in the
world.

Well, these are some of the things we
can do to make sure this economy grows.
I'm interested in helping people find work.
I want it so that everybody in America who
wants to work and can’t find a job today
can work. I also know that we've got to
help people who are trying to find work.
Sometimes technology races ahead of the
workforce. Sometimes people can’t find
work, even though they want to.

So what I proposed to the Congress is
they create what they call unemployment
accounts for people that are seeking jobs
that are hard to find a job. This basically
says that you get $3,000 to help yourself
find a—to help find a job. If you need—
and you can use the money the way you
see fit. For example, if you need child care,
it will help you pay for the child care or
if you need extra job training or if you
need to move to a community in which
there’s a job. And part of the incentive
in there is that if you can find a job within
13 months, you get to keep the balance
of the money from what you've spent to
help yourself find a job and the $3,000
as a reemployment bonus. We've got to
help our workers be ready to work and
find work.

Now, I know you've heard talk about the
deficit in Washington, DC. Yes, we've got
a deficit. We've got a deficit for a couple
of reasons. The main reason is, is that when
you're in a recession, less money is coming
into the Treasury. When the economy slows
down, there’s less tax revenue coming into
the U.S. Treasury, and we've been going
through slow economic times.

Another reason we've got a deficit, be-
cause I asked Congress to spend enough
money to make sure our troops had the
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best equipment necessary to fight and win
war. Any time this Nation puts one of our
youngsters into harm’s way, we'd better—
and we will—make sure they get the best
training, the best equipment, the best pos-
sible support.

And so we got a deficit. But I've got
a plan to cut the deficit in half over the
next 5 years. It starts with making sure
this economy grows. First thing you want
to do in trimming the deficit is to make
sure you get more revenues into the Treas-
ury. The best way to get more revenues
in the Treasury is not raise taxes, slowing
down the economy; it’s cut taxes to create
more economic growth. That’s how you get
more money into the U.S. Treasury.

And the other way is you make sure
Washington doesn’t overspend, that there
be fiscal discipline. I got the Congress to
support a 4-percent increase in discre-
tionary spending. That's about the size of
the average household budget will increase
this year. If it’s good enough for the house-
holds in America, it ought to be good
enough for the House of Representatives.
They agreed to the budget of a 4-percent
increase in discretionary spending, and now
we intend to make them—hold them to
their word. There’s going to be budget dis-
cipline in Washington. That’s how you deal
with the deficit.

The main—my main focus is making sure
our citizens can find a job, and I believe
it’s going to happen. See, I believe in the
future of the country in all aspects because
I know the character of our people. This
country has been through emergencies and
scandals and war and recession, and we
have responded. We're a strong country be-
cause were full of strong people. We've
got people of character. We've got deter-
mined people. We've got people who un-
derstand values. We've got people who un-
derstand service to something greater than
yourself. This is a fabulous land, and I am
so honored to be the President of the
greatest country on the face of the Earth.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / July 24

Thank you for coming. Thank you for
giving me a chance. May God bless. Thank
you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:29 p.m. at
Beaver Aerospace and Defense, Inc. In his
remarks, he referred to William T. Phillips,
chairman, Phillips Service Industries, Inc.;
State Attorney General Mike Cox, State Sen-

ator Laura M. Toy, and State Representative
John Pastor of Michigan; Mayor Jack E.
Kirksey, Chief of Police Peter Kunst, and
City Council President Jack Engebretson of
Livonia, MI; and Uday and Qusay Hussein,
sons of former President Saddam Hussein of
Iraq, who were killed July 22 by U.S. military
forces in Mosul, Iraq.

Statement on the Report of the Joint Inquiry Into the Terrorist Attacks of

September 11, 2001
July 24, 2003

I welcome today’s release of the final
report of the Congressional Joint Inquiry
into the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001.

Since September 11, 2001, my adminis-
tration has transformed our Government to
pursue terrorists and prevent terrorist at-
tacks. We established the Department of
Homeland Security and carried out the
most fundamental reorganization of the
U.S. Government in half a century. We sig-
nificantly expanded our foreign intelligence
partnerships with countries across the globe
and established the Terrorist Threat Inte-
gration Center so that all threat information
can be integrated and analyzed in a single
location. Our law enforcement and intel-
ligence agencies are working together more
closely than ever and are using new tools
to intercept, disrupt, and prevent terrorist
attacks.

The best way to prevent future attacks
is to hunt down the terrorists before they
strike again. America and our allies have
continued the relentless pursuit of the glob-
al terror network. Many of those directly
involved in organizing the September 11
attacks are confirmed dead or now in cus-
tody. We will not relent until Al Qaida
is completely dismantled.

I appreciate the hard work and careful
thought that went into today’s report. My
administration looks forward to working
with the Congress and continuing to pro-
tect the American people.

NoTE: The report of December 2002 was
entitled “Joint Inquiry Into Intelligence
Community Activities Before and After the
Terrorist Attacks of September 11, 2001.”
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