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July 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

to lift up lives by spreading opportunity 
to every corner of America. This is the 
work that history has set before us. We 
welcome it. And we know that for our 
country and for our cause, the best days 
lie ahead. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:01 p.m. in 
the Presidential Ballroom at the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Betsy 
DeVos, chairman, Michigan Republican 
Party, who introduced the President; and Mi-
chael Kojaian, Michigan State finance chair-
man, and Mercer Reynolds, national finance 
chairman, Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc. 

Remarks at the Korean War Memorial 
July 25, 2003 

I’m here to honor those who served in 
Korea. There is a very profound statement 
here at this moving memorial. It says, 
‘‘Freedom is not free.’’ And today we honor 
those—this weekend we honor those who 
served in the cause of freedom in the Ko-
rean war. 

This memorial is—and those who served 
in Korea also remind us of the challenges 
we face today, and it gives us a chance 

to reflect on the sacrifices that are being 
made on behalf of freedom today. And our 
Nation will be eternally grateful for the 
men and women who serve today, as we 
are for those who have served in the past. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:10 a.m. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas 
of the Palestinian Authority 
July 25, 2003 

President Bush. Good day. I’m honored 
to welcome Prime Minister Abbas to the 
White House. It is such an honor to have 
you here, sir. 

Prime Minister Abbas. Thank you. 
President Bush. To break through old 

hatreds and barriers to peace, the Middle 
East needs leaders of vision and courage 
and a determination to serve the interest 
of their people. Mr. Abbas is the first Pal-
estinian Prime Minister, and he is proving 
to be such a leader. 

We had a good meeting today about the 
way forward on the roadmap to Middle 
Eastern peace. Prime Minister Abbas and 
I share a common goal, peace in the Holy 

Land between two free and secure states, 
Palestine and Israel. 

Reaching this goal will require all sides 
to meet their responsibilities. We made a 
good progress last month at the Red Sea 
Summit in Aqaba. The Government of 
Israel recognized that Israel’s own interests 
would be served when the Palestinians gov-
ern themselves in their own state, a peace-
ful, democratic state where the forces of 
terror have been replaced by the rule of 
law.

Prime Minister Abbas committed to a 
complete end to violence and terrorism, 
and he recognized that terror against 
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