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about passing a new document in the Secu-
rity Council regarding Iraq. This is about
a quality change in the status in Iraq and
with regards to the presence of the military
troops there. This is about a quality change
of the impact the United Nations have over
the situation in Iraq. Naturally, it will take
quite a long time before this adoption of
the document will have any impact on the
real change on the ground in Iraq.

But we can convincingly and comfortably
state that the situation is ripe for adopting
such a serious and such a concrete docu-
ment concerning this country. If prior to
this document it was primarily the burden
and the responsibility which was upheld by
the United States with regards to this coun-
try, it seems now it will be the Iragi gov-

ernment themselves who will have the
whole spectrum of the sovereignty rights
which will be enjoyed by them, with a
major influence now to be exercised by the
entire world community with regards to the
situation in that country.

Therefore on this occasion, I would like
to congratulate the U.S. President with this
achievement and to express our wish that
the situation is going to be changing in
a better way there.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:41 p.m. at
Dunbar House. President Putin spoke in
Russian, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter.

Message to the Congress on the Death of President Ronald Reagan

June 8, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

By this Message, I officially inform you
of the death of Ronald Reagan, the fortieth
President of the United States.

Ronald Reagan was a great leader and
a good man. He had the confidence that
comes with conviction, the strength that
comes with character, the grace that comes
with humility, and the humor that comes
with wisdom.

Through his leadership, spirit, and abid-
ing faith in the American people, President
Reagan gave our Nation a renewed opti-
mism. With his courage and moral clarity,
he enhanced America’s security and ad-
vanced the spread of peace, liberty, and
democracy to millions of people who had
lived in darkness and oppression. As Amer-

ica’s President, he helped change the
world.

The sun has now set on Ronald Reagan’s
extraordinary American life. Just as he told
us that our Nation’s best days are yet to
come, we know that the same is true for
him.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
June 8, 2004.

NOTE: The related proclamation and Execu-
tive order of June 6 are listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume. The related
proclamation of July 2 is printed in the Fed-
eral Register at 69 FR 41179.
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Remarks at Saint Simon’s Island, Georgia

June 8, 2004

Thank you all very much for working at
what you're doing. It's a great example of
Federal, State, and local cooperation. I ap-
preciate many of you taking time away from
your families to make sure this event goes
the way we want it to go, secure and peace-
ful. T know that you're working long hours,
and I've come to thank you very much for
what youre doing. It means a lot to me,

and it means a lot to the people whose
lives you're protecting.

So I want to thank you very much, and
I ask for God’s blessings on you all and
the country. Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 6:32 p.m at
the Multi-Agency Command Center.

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom and an Exchange With Reporters at Sea Island, Georgia

June 9, 2004

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister,
thank you very much for your steadfast
leadership, your clear vision, and your
friendship.

Yesterday was a important day for the
Iraqi people. The United Nations Security
Council unanimously expressed the desire
for Iraq to be free and peaceful, and I
want to thank you for your leadership on
that issue. It’s really important for leaders
to have allies that they can count on and
rely on and who’s got good judgment, and
you do. Welcome to America.

Prime Minister Blair. Thanks. Well,
thanks very much, Mr. President, and thank
you for your help and support in getting
the resolution through. I think it’s been
a really important time.

I think that the crucial thing now is that
the people of Iraq know theyve got the
whole of the international community on
side for Iraq as a stable and democratic
country. And the terrorists and the fanatics
and the extremists who are trying to stop
this democracy happening know theyve got
the whole of the world against them, and
that’s the key thing.
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President Bush. A couple of questions.
Tom [Tom Raum, Associated Press].

NATO Involvement in Iraq/Iraqi Security
Forces

Q. Mr. President and Mr. Prime Min-
ister, do you think you can translate this
momentum from yesterday’s vote into get-
ting more debt relief for Iragq? And also,
what are you looking for now as a next
step in terms of NATO involvement in the
process?

President Bush. We discussed NATO—
the NATO involvement over breakfast, and
we believe NATO ought to be involved.
We will work with our NATO friends to
at least continue the role that now exists
and hopefully expand it somewhat. There
is going to be some constraints, obviously.
A lot of NATO countries are not in a posi-
tion to commit any more troops. We fully
understand that. But I do think NATO
ought to stay involved, and I think we have
a good chance of getting that done.

Prime Minister Blair. I think that’s right.
And T think also the key next step in this
is going to be for the new Iraqi government
to sit down with the multinational force
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