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on terror is our fight. All of us are called 
to share the blessings of liberty and to be 
strong and steady in freedom’s defense. It 
will surely be said of our times that we 
lived with great challenges. Let it also be 
said of our times that we understood our 
great duties and met them in full. 

May God bless our efforts. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Javier Ruperez, 
Spain’s Ambassador to the U.S.; A.Q. Khan, 
former head of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons 
program; former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; and senior Al Qaida associate Abu 
Musab Al Zarqawi. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks After Visiting Wounded Soldiers and Their Families at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center 
March 19, 2004 

It is such an honor to come to a hospital 
like Walter Reed, for a couple of reasons. 
One is to meet the wounded who have 
made a decision to sacrifice for this Na-
tion’s security and for freedom in the 
world. It is an honor to meet their parents 
or their wives, their children—brave souls 
who support their loved one with all their 
heart.

It’s an honor to be with the doctors and 
nurses of this fantastic facility who are 
doing unbelievable work in helping bring 
these people back on their feet, back into 
their communities. 

One of the most important things for 
a Commander in Chief is to be able to 
say to a loved one, ‘‘If your son or daughter 
or husband or wife gets injured, you’ll get 
the best possible care as quickly as pos-
sible.’’ Every time I come to Walter Reed, 
it confirms that which I know, which is, 

we’re providing the very best—the best 
care, the best compassion. We’re moving 
these soldiers from the battlefield to hos-
pitals as quickly as we can so they can 
begin their rehab. 

And it’s fantastic to go upstairs. The spir-
it is strong. The attitudes are terrific. Sev-
eral soldiers told me today—badly injured 
soldiers—they want to get well quickly and 
get back on their duty stations in Iraq, want 
to serve our Nation. 

It is so refreshing and great to be here. 
I want to thank you, General, for your hos-
pitality.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m out-
side the main entrance. In his remarks, he 
referred to Maj. Gen. Kevin Kiley, USA, 
commanding general, North Atlantic Re-
gional Medical Command and Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center. 

The President’s Radio Address 
March 20, 2004 

Good morning. One year ago this week, 
ground forces of a strong coalition entered 
Iraq to liberate that country from the rule 

of a tyrant. For the Iraqi people, it was 
the beginning of their deliverance. For the 
world, it was the moment when years of 
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