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need access to capital and the chance to 
own and build for the future. And while 
our schools are no longer segregated by 
law, they are still not equal in opportunity 
and excellence. Justice requires more than 
a place in a school. Justice requires that 
every school teach every child in America. 

America has yet to reach the high calling 
of its own ideals. Yet we’re a nation that 
strives to do right, and we honor those 
who expose our failures, correct our course, 
and make us a better people. On this day, 
in this place, we remember with gratitude 

the good souls who saw a great wrong and 
stood their ground and won their case. And 
we celebrate a milestone in the history of 
our glorious Nation. 

Thank you for having me. May God bless 
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:06 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Cheryl Brown 
Henderson, president, Brown Foundation 
for Educational Equity, Excellence and Re-
search; and Gov. Kathleen Sebelius of Kan-
sas.

Statement Calling for a Constitutional Amendment Defining and Protecting 
Marriage
May 17, 2004 

The sacred institution of marriage should 
not be redefined by a few activist judges. 
All Americans have a right to be heard 
in this debate. I called on the Congress 
to pass and to send to the States for ratifi-

cation an amendment to our Constitution 
defining and protecting marriage as a union 
of a man and a woman as husband and 
wife. The need for that amendment is still 
urgent, and I repeat that call today. 

Statement on the Death of Iraqi Governing Council President Izz al-Din 
al-Salim
May 17, 2004 

On behalf of the American people, I con-
demn the brutal act of terrorism against 
Iraqi Governing Council President Izz al- 
Din al-Salim and several Iraqi citizens. Mr. 
Salim was a man of courage who risked 
his life in pursuit of a free, democratic, 
and prosperous Iraq. I offer our deepest 
condolences to the victims’ families. I pray 
that God may give them strength in this 
hour of grief. 

On June 30, the flag of a free Iraq will 
be raised, and Iraq’s new interim govern-

ment will assume sovereign authority. The 
terrorists know that a free Iraq will be a 
major defeat for the cause of terror, so 
they are trying to shake our confidence and 
will. The terrorists have found little support 
among the Iraqi people. The vast majority 
of Iraqi people want a free society. And 
the terrorists will find no success in their 
attempts to shake the will of America and 
our coalition. 
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