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May 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Konstandinos 
Karamanlis of Greece 
May 20, 2004 

President Bush. Thank you for coming. 
I’ve really been looking forward to this dis-
cussion with our friend. Welcome. It’s the 
first chance I have to wish you a happy 
Name Day—tomorrow, isn’t it? 

Prime Minister Karamanlis. Tomorrow,
you know about that? 

President Bush. I know about that, and 
I’m glad to do so. 

We will talk about a lot of subjects— 
we’ve already covered quite a few—and 
then I’m going to host a lunch with the 
Prime Minister here shortly. 

One of the topics I do want to discuss 
is the Olympic games, how excited I am 
for your country to host the Olympic 
games. I wish I could attend, but this is 
a political season. So instead, I’m sending 
my father to lead our delegation. 

I want to thank you for your very close 
cooperation, working together to make sure 
the games are successful, that people are 
able to travel to your beautiful country in 
as secure an environment as possible. 

You’re making very good progress, Mr. 
Prime Minister, and I appreciate your hard 
work. I know your intentions are to have 
this the best possible games, and for that, 
I’m grateful. 

I look forward to continuing our discus-
sion over lunch, and of course, I want to 
congratulate you for your—for the victories 
you achieved and look forward to working 
with you. Welcome. 

Prime Minister Karamanlis. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President, and I would like 
to thank you for your warm hospitality. And 
since you raised the question of the Olym-
pic games, I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to say that we are doing everything 
humanly possible, in terms of energy, re-
sources, professionals, to secure really suc-
cessful games, and I’m confident that we’ll 
succeed.

President Bush. Welcome.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Budget Legislation 
May 20, 2004 

I commend the House of Representatives 
for passing a responsible budget that meets 
our Nation’s highest priorities of winning 
the war on terror, protecting the homeland, 
and helping our economy continue to cre-
ate new jobs. This budget keeps tax relief 
flowing to married couples, families with 
children, and working people, while re-

straining overall spending and allowing the 
deficit to be cut in half in the next 5 years. 
I urge the Senate to follow the House’s 
lead and pass this budget so that we can 
continue making progress on our shared 
agenda of building a safer, stronger, and 
better America. 
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