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Statement on the Anniversary of the Birth of the Republic of Cuba

May 20, 2004

On behalf of the people of the United
States, I send greetings to all people of
Cuban heritage who celebrate the anniver-
sary of the birth of the Republic of Cuba.

We stand firmly with the 11 million Cu-
bans who still suffer under the repressive
Castro dictatorship, and who dream of a
prosperous and free future.

The United States is working for the day
when a free Cuba will rejoin the commu-
nity of democracies in the Americas. We
will vigorously implement the recommenda-

tions of the Commission for Assistance to
a Free Cuba so that Cuba will reflect the
vision of the great Cuban patriot Jose
Marti: “Con todos y para el bien de todos.”
(“With all the people and for the good of
all the people.”)

May God bless the Cuban people.

NoTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency
Protecting the Development Fund for Iraq and Certain Other Property

May 20, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13303 of May
22, 2003, as expanded in scope by Execu-
tive Order 13315 of August 28, 2003, pro-
tecting the Development Fund for Iraq and
certain other property in which Iraq has
an interest, is to continue in effect beyond
May 22, 2004, to the Federal Register for
publication.

The obstacles to the orderly reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, the restoration and mainte-
nance of peace and security in the country,
and the development of political, adminis-
trative, and economic institutions in Iraq

constituted by the threat of attachment or
other judicial process against the Develop-
ment Fund for Iraq, Iragi petroleum and
petroleum products, and interests therein,
and proceeds, obligations, or any financial
instruments of any nature whatsoever aris-
ing from or related to the sale or marketing
thereof, pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States.
For these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national
emergency protecting the Development
Fund for Iraq, and certain other property
in which Iraq has an interest, and to main-
tain in force the sanctions to respond to
this threat.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
May 20, 2004.

NoTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.
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Message to the Congress Transmitting a Revision of the United States

Arctic Research Plan
May 20, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with the provisions of the Arc-
tic Research and Policy Act of 1984, as
amended (15 U.S.C. 4108(a)), I transmit
herewith the eighth biennial revision
(2004-2008) to the United States Arctic
Research Plan, as prepared for the Con-

gress and the Administration by the Inter-
agency Arctic Research Policy Committee.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
May 20, 2004.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on United States Trade
and Investment Policy for Sub-Saharan Africa and Implementation of the

African Growth and Opportunity Act
May 20, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with title I of the Trade and
Development Act of 2000, I am providing
a report prepared by my Administration en-
titled “2004 Comprehensive Report on U.S.
Trade and Investment Policy for Sub-

Saharan Africa and Implementation of the
African Growth and Opportunity Act.”

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
May 20, 2004.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 21.

Commencement Address at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge,

Louisiana

May 21, 2004

Thank you all very much. Chancellor
Emmert and President Jenkins and Chair-
man Ogden, Members of the Congress,
members of the faculty, trustees, families,
distinguished guests, and members of the
Class of 2004. I want to thank you for
the warm welcome. It's great to be in the—
on this wonderful campus. I'm honored to
be with you on graduation day as all of
you become proud alumni of Louisiana
State University.
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As you graduate from LSU, your
Chancellor is graduating to new challenges
as well. We appreciate Chancellor Emmert
for his fine, steadfast leadership in making
LSU one of America’s flagship universities.
This day is a tribute as well to the faculty
of LSU, and we thank them for your skill
and your dedication.

Some in this class are graduating with
honors, and I congratulate all of you on
an achievement that took a lot of discipline.
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