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Foreword

This volume collects my speeches and papers from the first 6 months of 2004.
During this period, my Administration worked to address many key domestic prior-
ities. I urged the Congress to adopt policies that would make health care more af-
fordable and accessible; give Americans the skills needed for the jobs of the 21st
century; reduce high energy prices; and protect job creators from frivolous lawsuits.
In January, I outlined my vision for immigration reform and border security, includ-
ing a temporary worker program that would decrease pressure on our borders by
legally matching willing foreign workers with willing employers for jobs Americans
are not doing.

We also acted to reflect the compassionate spirit and values of America. To turn
the tide against HIV/AIDS in our country, I announced new funding to deliver life-
saving drugs to people in America living with HIV/AIDS. In April, I signed into law
the Unborn Victims of Violence Act, which extended the protection of Federal law
to unborn children who are harmed or killed in crimes against their mothers. And
in May, we dedicated a national historic site in Topeka, Kansas, to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation, which outlawed segregation in America’s public schools.

These months also brought solemn reminders of the sacrifices made during the
past century to protect our liberty. In May, we dedicated the World War IT Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C., honoring a generation of Americans who gave so much
to ensure freedom’s triumph. In June, I traveled to France to attend ceremonies
marking the 60th anniversary of the D-Day invasion, when free nations came to-
gether to reclaim Europe from Nazi tyranny. That same month, America mourned
the passing of one of freedom’s greatest champions: President Ronald Reagan, whose
steadfast leadership helped the free world to win the Cold War.

As we honored the legacy of freedom’s past defenders, we also worked to protect
and spread freedom’s blessings in our own time. Thanks to the support of the
United States and our Coalition partners and the sacrifices of our men and women
in uniform, Afghanistan and Iraq continued their remarkable journeys toward free-
dom and democracy. At the beginning of 2004, Afghanistan adopted a new constitu-
tion that provided a framework for national elections later in the year. In early
March, the Iragi Governing Council approved a Transitional Administrative Law that
laid the foundation for democratic elections and a new constitution. This document
included a bill of rights that was uprecedented in the Arab world—providing essen-
tial freedoms and rights to all Iraqis regardless of gender, religion, or ethnic origin.
And on June 28th, the Coalition Provisional Authority transferred sovereignty back
to the Iraqi people.



In the midst of all this progress, we were also reminded that freedom’s enemies
remained evil and ruthless. On the morning of March 11th, members of a terrorist
cell in Spain exploded bombs on commuter trains in Madrid, killing nearly 200 peo-
ple and injuring more than 1,500. In Iraq, illegal militias and remnants of the old
regime, joined by foreign terrorists, tried to take by force the power they could not
gain by the ballot. Terrorists brutally murdered innocent civilians and committed
other acts of unspeakable savagery in Iraq, hoping to shake the will of our Coalition
and convince us to abandon the Iraqi people.

I vowed that America would never retreat in the face of thugs and assassins, be-
cause any concession or retreat on our part would only embolden the terrorist
enemy and invite more bloodshed. As I told the American people in April: “The
defeat of violence and terror in Iraq is vital to the defeat of violence and terror else-
where; and vital, therefore, to the safety of the American people. Now is the time,
and Iraq is the place, in which the enemies of the civilized world are testing the
will of the civilized world. We must not waver.”

In a speech in Istanbul in late June, I declared that just as the defense of freedom
in the 20th century had brought peace to Europe, the defense of freedom in the
21st century would bring peace to the broader Middle East. “The historic
achivement of democracy in the broader Middle East will be a victory shared by
all,” T said—and T recognized that “this transformation is one of the great and dif-
ficult tasks of history.” Yet “by our own patience and hard effort, and with con-
fidence in the peoples of the Middle East, we will finish the work that history has
given us.

s



Preface

This book contains the papers and speeches of the 43d President of the United
States that were issued by the Office of the Press Secretary during the period Janu-
ary 1-June 30, 2004. The material has been compiled and published by the Office
of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records Administration.

The material is presented in chronological order, and the dates shown in the head-
ings are the dates of the documents or events. In instances when the release date
differs from the date of the document itself, that fact is shown in the textnote. Every
effort has been made to ensure accuracy: Remarks are checked against a tape re-
cording, and signed documents are checked against the original. Textnotes and cross
references have been provided by the editors for purposes of identification or clarity.
At the request of the Office of the Press Secretary, the Bush property known as
Prairie Chapel Ranch in Crawford, Texas, is referred to simply as the Bush Ranch.
Speeches were delivered in Washington, DC, unless indicated. The times noted are
local times. All materials that are printed full-text in the book have been indexed
in the subject and name indexes, and listed in the document categories list.

The Public Papers of the Presidents series was begun in 1957 in response to a
recommendation of the National Historical Publications Commission. An extensive
compilation of messages and papers of the Presidents covering the period 1789 to
1897 was assembled by James D. Richardson and published under congressional au-
thority between 1896 and 1899. Since then, various private compilations have been
issued, but there was no uniform publication comparable to the Congressional
Record or the United States Supreme Court Reports. Many Presidential papers
could be found only in the form of mimeographed White House releases or as re-
ported in the press. The Commission therefore recommended the establishment of
an official series in which Presidential writings, addresses, and remarks of a public
nature could be made available.

The Commission’s recommendation was incorporated in regulations of the Admin-
istrative Committee of the Federal Register, issued under section 6 of the Federal
Register Act (44 U.S.C. 1506), which may be found in title 1, part 10, of the Code
of Federal Regulations.

A companion publication to the Public Papers series, the Weekly Compilation of
Presidential Documents, was begun in 1965 to provide a broader range of Presi-
dential materials on a more timely basis to meet the needs of the contemporary
reader. Beginning with the administration of Jimmy Carter, the Public Papers series
expanded its coverage to include additional material as printed in the Weekly Com-
pilation. That coverage provides a listing of the President’s daily schedule and meet-
ings, when announced, and other items of general interest issued by the Office of
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the Press Secretary. Also included are lists of the President’s nominations submitted
to the Senate, materials released by the Office of the Press Secretary that are not
printed full-text in the book, and proclamations, Executive orders, and other Presi-
dential documents released by the Office of the Press Secretary and published in
the Federal Register. This information appears in the appendixes at the end of the
book.

Volumes covering the administrations of Presidents Herbert Hoover, Harry S.
Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard
Nixon, Gerald R. Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George Bush, and William
J. Clinton are also included in the Public Papers series.

The Public Papers of the Presidents publication program is under the direction
of Frances D. McDonald, Managing Editor, Office of the Federal Register. The se-
ries is produced by the Presidential and Legislative Publications Unit, Gwendolyn
J. Henderson, Chief. The Chief Editor of this book was Stacey Adia Mulligan, as-
sisted by William K. Banks, Loretta F. Cochran, Kathleen M. Fargey, Stephen .
Frattini, Alison M. Gavin, Diane Hiltabidle, Alfred Jones, Ashley Merusi, and Mi-
chael J. Sullivan.

The frontispiece and photographs used in the portfolio were supplied by the
White House Photo Office. The typography and design of the book were developed
by the Government Printing Office under the direction of Bruce R. James, Public
Printer.

Raymond A. Mosley
Director of the Federal Register

Allen Weinstein
Archivist of the United States
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Remarks on New Year’s Day and an Exchange With Reporters in

Falfurrias, Texas
January 1, 2004

The President. Wish everybody a happy
New Year. It's a good way to start the
new year, outdoors—in my case, with my
dad. And it's—I know this part of Texas
real well. It's a spectacular part of our
State. And we were just on a ranch with—
owned by a lady who knows it’s important
to protect the environment by taking care
of the land. And as a result of her taking
care of the land, worrying about bird habi-
tats, we happened to see a lot of birds
today. But most importantly, I was with
my dad. It’s a great way to start 2004.

I'm looking forward to 2004. We'll con-
tinue to stay focused on our economy, so
people can find work, and stay focused on
working to keep the peace and—by spread-
ing freedom and by holding people to ac-
count who are willing to harm innocent
people around the world. But it's a—I
think 2004 is going to be a great year.

And in the spirit of great years, I'll an-
swer a few questions.

President’s Hunting Trip

Q. How was the hunt?

The President. It was good fun. You
know, when you hunt quail, you get a lot
of exercise. As you know, I like exercise.
And so my dad and I and Ms. Negley,
whose ranch we were on, walked a lot of
territory, watched the dogs work, and
knocked down some birds.

Q. How many?

The President. 1 think I shot five. The
limit in Texas, I believe, is 15. I'm not
that good a shot, but it was a lot of fun.

Special Presidential Envoy James A. Baker
IIT’'s Meetings on Iraqi Debt Relief

Q. Did you talk to Mr. Baker?

The President. Pardon me?

Q. Did you talk to Secretary Baker?

The President. 1 did talk to Secretary
Baker. He came by for lunch. First, I
thanked him for spending as much time
as he did on the road for our country.
As you know, he went to Europe first and
then recently went to the Far East. He
reported on his visits with Prime Minister
Koizumi and President Hu Jintao. And he
was very positive about his meetings. He’s
going to come back up and brief Condi
and me in a little bit of time.

Yes, ma’am.

Q. Where’s he going next?

The President. Where’s he going next?
He’s yet to go to the Middle East, and
he’s going to let me know when he thinks
the timing is good for that.

Earthquake Relief and Iran-U.S. Relations

Q. Can I ask you about what you did
for Iran, in terms of the easing restrictions
for humanitarian aid?

The President. Yes.

Q. Does this ease—represent an easing
of our relationship with Iran?

The President. What we're doing in Iran
is were showing the Iranian people the
American people care, that we've got great
compassion for human suffering. And I
eased restrictions in order to be able to
get humanitarian aid into the country. The
Iranian Government must listen to the
voices of those who long for freedom, must
turn over Al Qaida that are in their custody,
and must abandon their nuclear weapons
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program. In the meantime, we appreciate
the fact the Iranian Government is willing
to allow our humanitarian aid flights into
their country. And it’s a good thing to do.
It's right to take care of people when they
hurt, and we’re doing that.

Q. Do you see any signs that the Iranian
Government is doing any of the things that
could lead to a stronger relationship?

The President. My hope is, is that they
will hand over Al Qaida to their countries
of origin, that they will get rid of their
nuclear weapons program in a verifiable
way, that they will listen to the IAEA and
the United Nations and get rid of the pro-
grams they said that theyre willing to do.

And as well it’s very important for them
to listen to those voices in their country
who are demanding freedom. And we stand
strongly with those who demand freedom.

Yes, Mark [Mark Knoller, CBS Radio].

Assassination Attempts on Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf

Q. Mr. President, how worried are you
about the attempts on the life of President
Musharraf, and what does it mean for the
security of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons?

The President. Well, I appreciated talking
to President Musharraf. I told him how
much I was hopeful that he continued to
join us in the war on terror. Obviously,
terrorists are after him. And he sounded
very confident that his security forces
would be able to deal with the threat.

President Musharraf has been a friend
of the United States. He’s been a standup
guy when it comes to dealing with the ter-
rorists. We are making progress against the
Al Qaida because of his cooperation. We
need to do more, particularly on the Paki-
stan-Afghan border. He sounded confident,
and therefore I feel confident about his
security situation.

South Asia Nuclear Weapons/Pakistan-India
Relations

Q. And what about Pakistan’s nuclear
weapons? Are they secure?

The President. Yes, they are secure. He
is—and that’s important. It’s also important
that India as well have a secure nuclear
weapons program.

We're hopeful that the Indians and the
Pakistanis in upcoming meetings will be
able to begin a dialog on a variety of issues.
It looks like they’re making progress toward
reconciling differences. Slowly but surely,
positive things are taking place, and I com-
mend the leaders of both countries for tak-
ing steps toward a peaceful reconciliation
of major issues that have divided them.

CIA Employee Identity Disclosure
Investigation

Q. Did Attorney General Ashcroft take
too long to recuse himself from the leak
investigation?

The President. Did he take too long?

Q. Why did he take so long to recuse
himself?

The President. You're going to have to
ask him. I mean, I don’t know the details
which caused him to recuse himself. That’s
up to people inside of DC to tell you
what’s going on with the case. He doesn’t
talk to me about it; he doesnt brief me
on it. My only point is, is that I'd like
to find out the truth as quickly as possible.

Q. Are you concerned that it’s taking as
long as it is?

The President. I'm not involved with the
investigation in any way, shape, or form.
I've told the members of the White House
to totally cooperate. I think you’ll find that
there has been total cooperation. And the
Justice Department and the investigative
team—which, by the way, is a team com-
prised of professionals who have done this
in the past—will proceed at a pace nec-
essary to find out the truth. And the sooner
they find out the truth, the better, as far
as I'm concerned.

Last question, and then we've got to go
back to Crawford.
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Mad Cow Disease

Q. Your administration has announced
some measures with regard to mad cow.

The President. Did we do what?

Q. With regard to mad cow, do you think
there is more that needs to be done,
and:

The President. Well, T've talked to Sec-
retary Veneman about this issue. I told her
that T want her to take the steps necessary
to make sure that the food supply is safe
and that the American consumer can be
confident. And she is looking at different
ways to do that. As a matter of fact, she
announced some measures the other day.

Q. How much time do you think Ameri-
cans can feel safe eating beef?

The President. 1 think they should be.
As a matter of fact, I ate beef today and
will continue to eat beef.

Thank you all very much.

President’s New Year’s Resolution

Q. What are you going to do for your
New Year’s resolution?

The President. Oh, my New Year’s reso-
lution this year is to work—stay physically
fit to the point where I can run—in other
words, rehab my knee. I miss running. The
elliptical machine is good, but it just
doesn’t have that same sense of—that run-
ning gave me. So that's one of my resolu-
tions, which may require eating less des-
serts, kind of getting a little trimmer, to
take the pressure off the knee.

I wish everybody a happy New Year, and
2004 is going to be a great year for this
country. It's going to be a year in which
the world will become more peaceful and
more people will be able to find work, and
that’s important.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:32 p.m. at
the Brooks County Airport. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi of Japan; and President Hu Jintao
of China. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Representative Ralph M. Hall’s Joining the Republican Party

January 2, 2004

I welcome Congressman Ralph Hall to
the Republican Party. Ralph is a close
friend of the Bush family. He is a well-
respected leader of the highest integrity

The President’s Radio Address
January 3, 2004

Good morning. Two years ago this
month, I signed into law the No Child Left
Behind Act, the most important reform of
public education in a generation.

In that landmark law, we made our ex-
pectations clear: Every child in America
will learn to read, write, add, and subtract

and a tireless advocate for the people of
Texas. We have worked closely together on
the important challenges facing our Nation.
I strongly support his re-election.

at grade level. Schools are now required
to test children regularly to make sure stu-
dents are learning and that schools are
teaching well.

And when schools do not show progress
toward high standards, we're giving parents
better options, including tutoring for their
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children or a transfer to a better public
school. Above all, the No Child Left Be-
hind Act required a change in attitude from
the educators and public officials respon-
sible for our schools.

We will no longer write off some chil-
dren as hopeless. We will no longer accept
or excuse schools that do not effectively
teach the basics. We will insist on high
standards and accountability because we
believe that every school should teach and
every child can learn.

For the past 24 months, schools and
State governments have been putting the
new reforms into action. All 50 States, plus
the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico,
have drawn up plans to hold every public
school accountable for student achieve-
ment. Were measuring results. We're giv-
ing teachers the information they need to
improve instruction and giving parents new
options to help their children when schools
do not measure up.

We have recently received test results
that show America’s children are making
progress. In 2003, math scores for fourth
graders nationwide were nine points higher
than in 2000. Math scores for eighth grad-
ers improved by five points. And a higher
percentage of fourth graders tested at or
above their grade level in reading.

To mark the anniversary of the No Child
Left Behind Act, I will travel this coming
week to schools in St. Louis, Missouri, and
Knoxville, Tennessee. Children at these
schools once struggled, but in recent years,
they have risen to meet our new standards.
Their example shows that high expectations,
a commitment to measuring achievement,
and a belief in every child can change lives
and turn schools around.

Some critics have objected to these re-
forms because they believe our expectations
are too high or that it is unfair to hold
all students to the same standards regard-
less of background or that we’re punishing

schools that are not making progress. But
the time for excuses has passed. Our re-
forms insist on high standards because we
know every child can learn. Our reforms
call for testing because the worst discrimi-
nation is to ignore a school’s failure to
teach every child. And our reforms identify
underperforming schools because we need
to direct our help to the schools that need
it most.

In 2003, we provided $234 million to
assist the lowest performing schools that
need the most improvement. In 2004, we
plan to more than double that amount. We
have increased Federal funding for elemen-
tary and high school education from about
$25 billion in 2001 to more than $33 billion
in 2003, an increase of about 36 percent
and the highest level ever.

We've committed $1.8 billion in grants
to help train tens of thousands of teachers
to use effective reading instruction methods
and materials. We expect schools to do
their job, and we're helping them to do
their job. So there’s no excuse for failure.
When we set a high standard, we are show-
ing our belief in the capacities of every
child. And when we prepare them to meet
a high standard, we're giving them a better
chance in life. High expectations set chil-
dren on a path to success. I'm pleased to
report that the No Child Left Behind Act
is helping put more of America’s children
on that path so they succeed in school and
in life.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:55 a.m.
on January 2 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford,
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January
3. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 2
but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.
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Statement on Afghanistan’s Adoption of a New Constitution

January 4, 2004

I congratulate the people of Afghanistan
on the adoption of their new constitution.
This document lays the foundation for
democratic institutions and provides a
framework for national elections in 2004.
A democratic Afghanistan will serve the in-
terests and just aspirations of all of the

Afghan people and help ensure that terror
finds no further refuge in that proud land.
This new constitution marks a historic step
forward, and we will continue to assist the
Afghan people as they build a free and
prosperous future.

Remarks in a Discussion at Pierre Laclede Elementary School in St. Louis,

Missouri

January 5, 2004

The President. Well, I'm glad to be here,
Madam Principal. [Laughter] One of the
things you find in a successful school is
a strong-willed, smart, capable principal.
And that’s obviously the case here, and I
appreciate your hospitality.

I'm here at Laclede because this is a
school that has defied expectations. It’s de-
fied expectations by raising the bar and be-
lieving that every child can learn. That’s
not the case in some parts of our country,
unfortunately. In some parts of the country,
schools just shuffle kids through, and that’s
not right. That’s not the American way.

This school is a school that has per-
formed, you have to say, brilliantly. Since
1999, 7 percent of the kids could read,
and now 80 percent can read at grade level
in the third grade. That speaks to strong
principals. It speaks to really good teachers.
It says this school has got teachers that
believe in the capability of every child. It
says the school has raised standards and
is not afraid to measure.

And see, one of the things I'm here to
talk about is the No Child Left Behind
Act. Laclede has been named a No Child
Left—Blue Ribbon No Child Left Behind
School. And the—inherent in this No Child
Left Behind Act is the desire to spend Fed-

eral money and spend it wisely. We've in-
creased budgets. The Title I money is up
43 percent since 2001—41 percent. The
teacher training money is up. The reading
program money is up by 4 times. But fi-
nally, the Federal Government has said,
“Why don’t you show us whether or not
that money is being well-spent. Show us
whether or not you believe every child can
learn. Show us whether or not objectives
are being met.”

And this is exactly what’s happening here
at Laclede. As I was reminded, Laclede
was doing this before No Child Left Be-
hind Act was passed. Joyce was quick to
point it out. [Laughter] She may point it
out again. [Laughter]

But the important thing is, inherent in
the No Child Left Behind Act was not only
the desire to measure, the need to meas-
ure, the need to show, the need to track
each child, but it’s also the trust of local
people to make the right decisions. See,
you can’t have a system that is—meets ob-
jectives if youre hamstrung by Federal
rules and regulations. And so, inherent in
the No Child Left Behind Act is trust, trust
of the principals, trust of the teachers, trust
of the parents, trust of the local officials,
like Speaker Hanaway and Peter Kinder
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from the State house and State senate who
are with us. I want to thank you for com-
ing, by the way.

I appreciate all the State officials who
are here. I know we've got some school
board officials. You've got the ball in our—
in terms of how to achieve excellence. It’s
up to you. The Federal Government is a
source of money. It’s now a source of inspi-
ration. It’'s a source of measurement. But
it’'s up to the local people to really make
it work.

I also appreciate so very much that Sen-
ator Jim Talent is with us. Senator, thank
you for coming. Congresswoman Jo Ann
Emerson and Kenny Hulshof, and of
course, Congressman Lacy Clay, whose dis-
trict we are in. Congressman, thank you
very much for joining us today.

I went into a classroom of fourth graders.
I asked this question, I said, “How many
of you are going to go to college?” You'll
be happy to hear that every hand went
up. That’s a good sign. They were also
doing something that was fundamentally
important. They were practicing their read-
ing. I also asked the question, “How many
of you read more than you watch TV?”
About 50 percent of the hands went up.
[Laughter]

But what’s important is for schools like
around the country to understand what’s
happening here, and that is that the people
here use reading programs based upon
what works—not what sounds good—read-
ing programs based upon the science of
reading. And it’s working.

And so I'm here to congratulate this
school and to really hold you up for the
Nation to see what is possible when you
raise the bar, when youre not afraid to
hold people to account, when you empower
your teachers and your principals to achieve
the objective we all want. And that’s to
make sure no child, not one single child
in America, is left behind.

I'm honored to be here at this Blue Rib-
bon School. And I appreciate your time,
and I look forward to hearing from you.

[At this point, the discussion continued.]

The President. Yes, you are. Listen, one
of the things you hear, of course, is that
you can't test kids, see. You can’t test. We
test too much. How do you know if a child
isn’t reading if you don’t test? How do you
know who needs help? I mean, if the idea
is to make sure not one child is left behind,
you better test.

The test isn’t a punishment, you know.
It’s not to punish anybody. The test is to
determine who needs extra help. And that’s
exactly why Laclede is doing well, I'm con-
vinced, or one of the main reasons why.
Theyve got a book here that says, “Every
child matters. Every child can learn, and
therefore we’re going to measure as to
whether or not we’re meeting expectations
for every child, not a few of the children
but every child.”

And so when you hear this talk about
testing, testing is bad, testing is—you know,
teach the test, what testing is—what testing
does and what measuring does is deter-
mines whether or not every child is learn-
ing and, if not, whether that child is getting
the help he or she needs early, before it
is too late.

We've got to stop this business about
just shuffling kids through the schools in
America. We've got to stop social pro-
motion and focus on whether or not each
child is getting the instruction he or she
needs, and that’s exactly what this book
says, and that's why I'm here at Laclede
to tout this program, because you're making
great sense.

[The discussion continued.]

The President. Yes, 1 think it’s important.
The Federal Government can help, and we
have. I think we’ve increased the teacher
training and recruitment budget signifi-
cantly, like by about 40 percent since 2001.
And that’s important to make sure teachers
have the skills necessary to be able to
teach. I mean, it's one thing to have a
good heart; it'’s another thing to be able
to have the skills necessary to put—to



Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Jan. 5

match the good heart with the capacity to
pass on knowledge.

And so the Federal Government is help-
ing on teacher recruitment, teacher train-
ing, and that’s an important aspect of the
No Child Left Behind Act. It's essential
that we continue to monitor what works,
whether the curriculum you’re using makes
sense—that’s what measurement helps a
school to understand—and whether or not
a teacher needs a little extra help in order
to be able to impart the knowledge that
he or she is desirous of doing.

I know we've got a parent here. By the
way, the first teacher of any child is a mom
and a dad. And it's—this parent right here
is a good teacher. Thank you for being
here.

[The discussion continued. ]

The President. Speaking about volun-
teers, one of the really true strengths of
our country is the heart and soul of the
American people. Today with us—I met a
fellow at the airport who is now with us
here today. His name is Jeff Tank. Probably
never heard of Jeff. He is a volunteer with
Big Brothers and Big Sisters. January hap-
pens to be National Mentoring Month.

Where are you, Jeff? There he is. Jeff,
by the way, when I went to the airport,
he said, “This isn’t about recognition, rec-
ognizing me.” I said, “Yes, it is, because
you represent a lot of other good people
who are taking time out of your lives to
make a difference in a child’s life.”

Schools need volunteers. Schools need
mentors. Big Brothers and Big Sisters is
a fabulous program that provides that kind
of—that provides that kind of mentoring
and help. Whether youre the super-
intendent of schools or the chairman of
the school board or the President, we all
need to be out encouraging people to vol-
unteer.

I always say that part of ushering in a
era of personal responsibility means that
people have to be responsible for the com-
munities—for the schools in the community

in which they live. You just can’t trust that
some faraway Government is going to make
the correct decisions for the local commu-
nities. And if you're interested in the qual-
ity of education and you’re paying attention
to what you hear at Laclede, why don't
you volunteer? Why don’t you help and
mentor a child how to read? Why don’t
you join us all in changing America one
child at a time?

And so, Jeff, T want to thank you for
coming. I want to thank you for the exam-
ple you have set for others in the commu-
nity of St. Louis and hope that others will
follow your example. And a great place to
start to volunteer is to show up at a local
public school and ask the principal what
you can do to help change a child’s life.

So thank you for reminding me about
the importance of being a good mom and
a great volunteer as well.

Listen, making sure every child learns
to read and making sure every child is edu-
cated is a—the number one domestic pri-
ority of this country. It is essential we get
it right.

Laclede Elementary School shatters
stereotypes. It shows that we can have ex-
cellence in every single classroom across
this country, that it’s not just suburban
America where we find excellence. You can
find excellence in inner-city America. You
find excellence in rural America. You find
excellence where you've got great principals
and teachers and leadership willing to raise
the standards, willing to challenge every
child, because you believe in every child.
You find excellence where youre willing
to measure and then correct when things
aren’t going the way they should. You find
excellence when you've got skilled teachers
carrying around a book that measures the
ability of each child, not a collection of
children but every child, and so that you
can then qualify the curriculum to meet
the needs of that child.

And T am here for the simple reason
to show what is possible all across America.
And what is possible is to take reading



Jan. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

scores from 7 percent to 80 percent in
places like St. Louis, Missouri, and else-
where. I want to congratulate you for set-
ting the standard. And keep raising the bar.
Make sure that other 20 percent gets up
to grade level at third grade—I know you
will—and you will have done your duty as
educators and Americans to make sure that
our children, the very future of the country,
have got the capacity to succeed in the
greatest land on the face of the Earth.
Thank you all for coming. God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Yolanda Moss,

principal, and Regina Davis, parent and vol-
unteer, Pierre Laclede Elementary School;
Joyce Roberts, executive director, Middle
School and Priority School Education, St.
Louis Public Schools, and former principal,
Pierre Laclede Elementary School; Cath-
erine Hanaway, speaker, Missouri State
House of Representatives; and Peter Kinder,
president pro tempore, Missouri State Sen-
ate. He also referred to Title I of the Improv-
ing America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public
Law No. 103-382), which amended Title I
of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (Public Law No. 89-10).

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Reception in St. Louis

January 5, 2004

Thank you all very much. Thanks for
coming. Thank you all. Thanks for your
warm welcome. I appreciate such a warm
response. I appreciate such a huge crowd.
It’s great to be back here in St. Louis.
I don’t know if you know this or not, but
my grandmother was raised right here in
St. Louis. And I've got a lot of relatives
here. By the way, if youre looking for a
great uncle, model somebody after Bucky
Bush.

This record-setting event really means
were laying the foundation for what is
going to be a victory in the State of Mis-
souri in November of 2004 and a nation-
wide victory in 2004. I want to thank all
the event organizers. I want to thank those
of you who are in the grassroots. I want
to thank you for working hard. I want to
thank you for what you’re going to do.

The political season is going to come in
its own time. I admit I'm loosening up—
[laughter]—and I'm getting ready. But right
now, I'm focused on the people’s business.
See, I have a lot on the agenda. I want
you to remind your fellow citizens that I
will continue to work hard to earn the con-

fidence of all Americans by keeping this
Nation secure and strong and prosperous
and free.

My one regret tonight is that Laura isn’t
here. She is a fabulous lady. She’s a great
First Lady for our country. She is a won-
derful wife, a great mother, and she’s doing
a heck of a job on behalf of the American
people.

I appreciate so very much Senator Kit
Bond’s leadership in the United States Sen-
ate. I also appreciate a short introduction.
[Laughter] 1 also want to thank my friend
Senator Jim Talent as well for doing a great
job for the people of Missouri. I'm pleased
that Congresswoman Jo Ann Emerson is
with us tonight as well as Kenny Hulshof,
two fine Members of the United States
Congress from Missouri.

I know the secretary of state is with us,
Matt Blunt. Thank you for coming, Matt.
I'm proud youre here. I appreciate the
speaker coming, Catherine Hanaway, as
well as Senate Majority Leader Peter
Kinder. Thank you all for coming. I want
to thank all the members of the statehouse
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for being here and the local officials. I'm
so honored you take time to come.

I particularly want to thank my friend
Sam Fox, who is the State finance chairman
for Bush-Cheney. I'm honored that Sam
has taken on such a big role, and I appre-
ciate the hard work of Sam and the team
he has put together to make this such a
strong and successful event. I call him
Foxie. Foxie, thanks for your friendship.

I also appreciate Ann Wagner from the
great State of Missouri. She’s the cochair-
man of the Republican National Com-
mittee. I'm proud to have her friendship
and proud to have her support here as the
chairman of the party in Missouri.

I want to thank Ambassador Steve
Brauer and his wife, Kimmy. By the way,
they did a fabulous job representing our
country overseas, and I want to thank them
for their hard work at this event.

I know my friend former Senator Jack
Danforth is here. I named him to a special
mission, to be the envoy to the Sudan, and
he has done incredibly good work in that
war—ravaged country. 1 appreciate your
service, Jack, and your friendship.

But most of all, T thank you all for com-
ing. It lifts my spirits to see so many people
here. It is—it gives me great confidence
that we're on the path to victory, to know
that I've got such broad support in this
important State of Missouri.

In the last 3 years, our Nation has acted
decisively to confront great challenges. I
came to this office to solve problems in-
stead of passing them on to future Presi-
dents and future generations. I came to
seize opportunities instead of letting them
slip away. My administration is meeting the
tests of our time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they
got. We've captured or killed many of the
key leaders of the Al Qaida network, and
the rest of them know we’re on their trail.
In Afghanistan and in Iraq, we gave ulti-
matums to terror regimes. Those regimes
chose defiance, and those regimes are no

more. Fifty-million people in those two
countries once lived under tyranny, and
now they live in freedom.

Three years ago, our military was not
receiving the resources it needed, and mo-
rale was beginning to suffer. So we in-
creased the defense budgets to prepare for
the threats of a new era. And today, no
one in the world can question the skill and
the strength and the spirit of the United
States military.

Three years ago, the economy was in
trouble and a recession was beginning. And
then our country was attacked, and we had
scandals in corporate America and the
march to war, all of which affected the
people’s confidence. But we acted. We
passed tough new laws to hold corporate
criminals to account. And to get the econ-
omy going again, I have twice led the
United States Congress to pass historic tax
relief for the American people.

We understand that when Americans
have more take-home pay to spend, to save,
or invest, the whole economy grows and
people are likely to find a job. We are
returning more money to the people to
help them raise their families. We're reduc-
ing taxes on dividends and capital gains to
encourage investment. We've given small
businesses incentives to expand and to hire
new people. With all these actions, we are
laying the foundation for greater prosperity
and more jobs across America so every sin-
gle person in this country has the chance
to realize the American Dream.

Today, the American economy is strong,
and it is getting stronger. The figures for
the third quarter of 2003 show the econ-
omy grew at an annual rate of 8.2 percent,
the fastest pace in nearly 20 years. Produc-
tivity is high. Business investment is rising.
Housing construction is expanding. Manu-
facturing activity is increasing. And we've
added 300,000 new jobs over the last 4
months. The tax relief we passed is work-
ing.

Three years ago, there was a lot of talk
about education reform, but there wasn’t
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much action. So I called for and the Con-
gress passed the No Child Left Behind Act.
With a solid bipartisan majority, we deliv-
ered the most dramatic education reforms
in a generation. We're bringing high stand-
ards and strong accountability measures to
every public school in America. See, we
believe every child—every child—can learn
the basics of reading and math, and we
expect every school to teach the basics of
reading and math. This administration is
challenging the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. The days of excusemaking are over.
We expect results so that not one single
child is left behind in America.

We reorganized the Government and
created the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to better safeguard our borders and
ports and to protect the American people.
We passed trade promotion authority to
open up new markets for Missouri’s farm-
ers and ranchers and entrepreneurs and
manufacturers. We passed budget agree-
ments that is helping to maintain much
needed spending discipline in Washington,
DC.

And last month, we completed the great-
est advance in health care coverage for
America’s seniors since the founding of
Medicare. The new Medicare law will give
older Americans the option of a prescrip-
tion drug benefit and more control over
their health care so they receive the mod-
ern medical care they deserve.

On issue after issue, this administration
has acted on principle, has kept its word,
and has made progress for the American
people. The United States Congress de-
serves a lot of credit. I enjoy my relation-
ship with Speaker Denny Hastert and
Leader Bill Frist. These are two strong,
fine leaders.

I appreciate working with the Members,
the Senators from the State of Missouri
and the Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives. We're working hard to change
the tone in Washington, DC. There’s too
much needless politics and endless back-
biting, and the best way to change the tone

10

is to focus on results, to be results-oriented
people, to deliver progress on behalf of all
Americans. And those are the kind of peo-
ple T've attracted to my administration.

I've put together the finest administra-
tion of any President in our Nation’s his-
tory, good, honorable, decent, hard-working
people who have come to Washington, DC,
to serve a cause greater than their own
self-interest. Our country has had no finer
Vice President than Dick Cheney. Mother
may have a second opinion. [Laughter]

In 3 years, we've come far. We have
done a lot, but our work is only beginning.
I've set great goals worthy of a great nation.
First, America is committed to expanding
the realm of freedom and peace for our
own security and for the benefit of the
world. And second, in our own country,
we must work for a society that is pros-
perous and compassionate so that every cit-
izen has a chance to work and to succeed
and to realize the great promise of our
country.

It is clear that the future of freedom
and peace depend on the actions of Amer-
ica. This Nation is freedom’s home and
freedom’s defender. We welcome this
charge of history, and we are keeping it.

The war on terror continues. The en-
emies of freedom are not idle, and neither
are we. This country will not rest; we will
not tire; we will not stop until this danger
to civilization is removed.

We are confronting that danger in Iraq,
where all people can be certain they will
never again have to fear the rule of Saddam
Hussein. The Ba’athist holdouts, largely re-
sponsible for the current violence, now
know there will be no return to the corrupt
power and privilege they once held. All
Iraqis who have taken the side of freedom
have taken the winning side.

We still face terrorists who would rather
go on killing the innocent than accept the
rise of liberty in the Middle East. They
know that the advance of freedom in Iraq
would be a major defeat for the cause of
terror. This collection of killers is trying
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to shake the will of the United States, but
America will never be intimidated by a
bunch of assassins and thugs.

We are aggressively striking the terrorists
in Iraq, defeating them there so we will
never have to face them in our own coun-
try. We're calling on other nations to help
build a free Iraq, because a free Iraq will
make the whole world more secure. We're
standing with the Iraqi people as they as-
sume more of their own defense and move
toward self-government. These aren’t easy
tasks, but theyre essential tasks. We will
finish what we have begun, and we will
win this essential victory in the war on ter-
TOT.

We're working hard to oppose prolifera-
tion around the world. Last month, after
talks with the United States and Great Brit-
ain, Libya voluntarily committed to disclose
and dismantle all its weapons of mass de-
struction programs. Leaders around the
world now know weapons of mass destruc-
tion do not bring influence or prestige; they
bring isolation and unwelcome con-
sequences. And nations who abandon the
pursuit of these weapons will find an open
path to better relations with the United
States of America.

Our greatest security comes from the ad-
vance of human liberty because free nations
do not support terror, free nations do not
attack their neighbors, free nations do not
threaten the world with weapons of mass
terror. Americans believe that freedom is
the deepest need and hope of every human
heart. T believe that freedom is the future
of every nation. And we know that freedom
is not America’s gift to the world; freedom
is God’s gift to every man and woman who
lives in this world.

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous re-
sponsibilities. We have duties in this world,
and when we see disease and starvation
and hopeless poverty, we will not turn
away. On the continent of Africa, this great
country is now committed to bringing the
healing power of medicine to millions of

men and women and children now suf-
fering with AIDS. This great, compas-
sionate land is leading the world in this
incredibly important work of human rescue.

We face challenges here at home, and
our actions will prove that we're equal to
those challenges. My administration will
stay focused on a progrowth agenda until
everyone who wants to work can find a
job.

And for the sake of our health care sys-
tem, we need to cut down on the frivolous
lawsuits which increase the cost of medi-
cine. People who get harmed by a bad doc
deserve their day in court. Yet the system
should not reward lawyers who are simply
fishing for a rich settlement. Because {rivo-
lous lawsuits drive up the cost of health
care, they affect the Federal budget. There-
fore, medical liability reform is a national
issue that requires a national solution. The
House of Representatives passed a good bill
to reform the system. The bill is stuck in
the United States Senate. I want to thank
the two Missouri Senators for supporting
this incredibly important piece of legisla-
tion. Other Members of the Senate must
understand that no one has ever been
healed by a frivolous lawsuit in America.

I have a responsibility as President to
make sure the judicial system runs well,
and I have met that duty. I have nominated
superb men and women for the Federal
courts, people who will interpret the law,
not legislate from the bench. Some Mem-
bers of the Senate are trying to keep my
nominees off the bench by blocking up-
or-down votes. Every judicial nominee de-
serves a fair hearing and an up-or-down
vote on the Senate floor. It is time for
some of the Members of the United States
Senate to stop playing politics with Amer-
ican justice.

The Congress needs to complete work
on a comprehensive energy bill and get it
to my desk. This Nation must promote en-
ergy efficiency and conservation. We must
work to develop cleaner technology to help
us explore for energy in environmentally
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sensitive ways. For the sake of economic
security and for the sake of national secu-
rity, we need to become less dependent
on foreign sources of energy.

Our strong and prosperous Nation must
also be a compassionate nation. I will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism, applying the best and
most innovative ideas to the task of helping
our fellow citizens in need.

There are still millions of men and
women who want to end their dependence
on the Government and become inde-
pendent through hard work. We must con-
tinue to build on the successes of welfare
reform to bring work and dignity into the
lives of more of our fellow citizens.

Congress should complete the “Citizen
Service Act” so more Americans can serve
their communities and their country. Both
houses should reach agreement on my
Faith-Based Initiative, so we can better
support the armies of compassion, people
of all faiths who are willing to lead with
their heart and help solve the problems
that seem intractable in our society. We
need to support those soldiers in the armies
of compassion who are mentoring the chil-
dren, caring for the homeless, and offering
hope for the addicted. This Nation must
not fear the influence of faith in our soci-
ety. We must welcome the works of faith
in our society.

A compassionate society must promote
opportunity for every one of us, including
the independence and dignity that come
from ownership. My administration will
constantly strive to promote an ownership
society in America. We want more people
owning their own home. We have a minor-
ity homeownership gap in America. I want
to thank the Senate for passing the down-
payment assistance plan to help more peo-
ple afford a new home. We want people
owning and managing their own retirement
accounts and owning and managing their
own health care accounts. We want more
people to own their own small business.
This administration understands that when
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a person owns something, he or she has
a vital stake in the future of this country.

In a compassionate society, people re-
spect one another, respect another person’s
religion and their point of view. And people
take responsibility for the decisions they
make. The culture of America is changing
from one that has said, “If it feels good,
do it,” and, “If you've got a problem, blame
somebody else,” to a culture in which each
of us understands we are responsible for
the decisions we make in life.

If you're fortunate enough to be a moth-
er or a dad, youre responsible for loving
your child with all your heart. If youre
worried about the quality of the education
in the community in which you live, you're
responsible for doing something about it.
If youre a CEO in corporate America, you
are responsible for telling the truth to your
shareholders and your employees. And in
the responsibility society, each of us is re-
sponsible for loving a neighbor just like
we’d like to be loved ourselves.

We can see the culture of service and
responsibility growing around us. I started
what’s called the USA Freedom Corps to
encourage Americans to extend a compas-
sionate hand to a neighbor in need, and
the response has been incredibly strong.
People are serving our Nation by helping
somebody who hurts.

You know, the great fabric of America
exists at the community level, where civic
groups are formed to put—reach out a
hand to someone in need. It’s really one
of the great strengths of our country. Po-
licemen and firefighters and people who
wear our Nation’s uniform remind us on
a daily basis what it means to sacrifice for
something greater than ourselves. Once
again, the children of America believe in
heroes, because they see them every day.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica, and I have been privileged to see the
compassion and the character of the Amer-
ican people. All the tests of the last 3 years
have come to the right nation. We're a
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strong country, and we use our strength
to defend the peace. We're an optimistic
country, confident in ourselves and in ideals
bigger than ourselves.

Abroad, we seek to lift up whole nations
by spreading freedom. At home, we seek
to lift up lives by spreading opportunity
to every corner of America. This is the
work that history has set before us. We
welcome it, and we know that for our coun-
try, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m. at
America’s Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to William H.T. “Bucky” Bush, Mis-
souri State chairman, Bush-Cheney 04, Inc.;
Missouri Secretary of State Matt Blunt; Cath-
erine Hanaway, speaker, Missouri State
House of Representatives; Peter Kinder,
president pro tempore, Missouri State Sen-
ate; Stephen Brauer, former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Belgium, and his wife, Camilla;
former Senator John Danforth, Special
Envoy for Peace in the Sudan; and former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National

Emergency With Respect to Libya
January 5, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. Consistent with this
provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the Libya emergency is to con-
tinue in effect beyond January 7, 2004, to
the Federal Register for publication. The
most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register
on January 6, 2003 (68 Fed. Reg. 661).

On September 12, 2003, the United Na-
tions Security Council adopted Resolution
1506 (UNSCR 1506), ending the U.N.
sanctions against Libya. These U.N. sanc-
tions were imposed in 1992 and 1993 as
a result of Libyan involvement in the ter-
rorist bombings of Pan Am 103 and UTA
772, and included travel restrictions, an
arms embargo, and financial sanctions. The
UNSCR 1506 lifted these sanctions after
Libya addressed the requirements of the

relevant UNSC Resolutions, including mak-
ing arrangements to compensate the fami-
lies of the victims and accepting responsi-
bility for the acts of its officials in the
bombing of Pan Am 103. The United States
abstained from voting on the lifting of the
U.N. sanctions, and it made clear that it
continued to have serious concerns about
other Libyan policies and actions, including
Libya’s pursuit of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, Libya’s role with regard to terrorism,
and Libya’s poor human rights record.

On December 19, 2003, Prime Minister
Blair and I announced separately that
Libya’s leader, Colonel Muammar Qadhafi,
had agreed to eliminate all elements of
Libya’s chemical and nuclear weapons pro-
gram, declare all nuclear activities to the
International ~ Atomic Energy  Agency
(IAEA), accept international inspections to
ensure Libya's complete adherence to the
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and sign
the TAEA Additional Protocol, accede to
the Chemical Weapons Convention, elimi-
nate ballistic missiles beyond 300 kilometer
range, and immediately and unconditionally
allow inspectors from international organi-
zations to enter Libya. Libya’s agreement
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marks the beginning of a process that can
lead to Libya rejoining the international
community, but its declaration of Decem-
ber 19, 2003, must be followed by
verification of concrete steps.

Despite the positive developments, the
crisis with respect to Libya has not been
fully resolved, and I have therefore deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency declared with respect

Remarks on Immigration Reform
January 7, 2004

Thanks for coming. Thanks for the warm
welcome. Thanks for joining me as I make
this important announcement, an an-
nouncement that I believe will make Amer-
ica a more compassionate and more hu-
mane and stronger country.

I appreciate members of my Cabinet
who have joined me today, starting with
our Secretary of State, Colin Powell. I'm
honored that our Attorney General, John
Ashcroft, has joined us; Secretary of Com-
merce Don Evans; Secretary Tom Ridge
of the Department of Homeland Security,
I'm honored youre here; el embajador de
Mexico, Tony Garza. I thank all the other
members of my administration who have
joined us today.

I appreciate the Members of Congress
who have taken time to come: Senator
Larry Craig, Congressman Chris Cannon,
and Congressman Jeff’ Flake. I'm honored
you all have joined us. Thank you for com-
ing.

gi appreciate the members of citizen
groups who have joined us today: chairman
of the Hispanic Alliance for Progress,
Manny Lujan; Gil Moreno, the president
and CEO of the Association for the Ad-
vancement of Mexican Americans; Roberto
de Posada, the president of the Latino Coa-
lition; and Hector Flores, the president of
LULAC. Thank you all for joining us.
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to Libya and maintain in force the com-
prehensive sanctions against Libya.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The notice is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Many of you here today are Americans
by choice, and you have followed in the
path of millions. And over the generations,
we have received energetic, ambitious, opti-
mistic people from every part of the world.
By tradition and conviction, our country is
a welcoming society. America is a stronger
and better nation because of the hard work
and the faith and the entrepreneurial spirit
of immigrants.

Every generation of immigrants has re-
affirmed the wisdom of remaining open to
the talents and dreams of the world. And
every generation of immigrants has re-
affirmed our ability to assimilate new-
comers, which is one of the defining
strengths of America.

During one great period of immigration,
between 1891 and 1920, our Nation re-
ceived some 18 million men, women, and
children from other nations. The hard work
of these immigrants helped make our econ-
omy the largest in the world. The children
of immigrants put on the uniform and
helped to liberate the lands of their ances-
tors. One of the primary reasons America
became a great power in the 20th century
is because we welcomed the talent and the
character and the patriotism of immigrant
families.

The contributions of immigrants to
America continue. About 14 percent of our
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Nation’s civilian workforce is foreign-born.
Most begin their working lives in America
by taking hard jobs and clocking long hours
in important industries. Many immigrants
also start businesses, taking the familiar
path from hired labor to ownership.

As a Texan, I have known many immi-
grant families, mainly from Mexico, and I
have seen what they add to our country.
They bring to America the values of faith
in God, love of family, hard work, and self-
reliance, the values that made us a great
nation to begin with. We've all seen those
values in action, through the service and
sacrifice of more than 35,000 foreign-born
men and women currently on active duty
in the United States military. One of them
is Master Gunnery Sergeant Guadalupe
Denogean, an immigrant from Mexico who
has served in the Marine Corps for 25 years
and counting. Last year, I was honored and
proud to witness Sergeant Denogean take
the oath of citizenship in a hospital where
he was recovering from wounds he received
in Iraq. I'm honored to be his Commander
in Chief. I'm proud to call him fellow
American.

As a nation that values immigration and
depends on immigration, we should have
immigration laws that work and make us
proud. Yet today, we do not. Instead, we
see many employers turning to the illegal
labor market. We see millions of hard-
working men and women condemned to
fear and insecurity in a massive undocu-
mented economy. Illegal entry across our
borders makes more difficult the urgent
task of securing the homeland. The system
is not working. Our Nation needs an immi-
gration system that serves the American
economy and reflects the American Dream.

Reform must begin by confronting a
basic fact of life and economics: Some of
the jobs being generated in America’s
growing economy are jobs American citi-
zens are not filling. Yet these jobs represent
a tremendous opportunity for workers from
abroad who want to work and fulfill their
duties as a husband or a wife, a son or

a daughter. Their search for a better life
is one of the most basic desires of human
beings.

Many undocumented workers have
walked mile after mile through the heat
of the day and the cold of the night. Some
have risked their lives in dangerous desert
border crossings or entrusted their lives to
the brutal rings of heartless human smug-
glers. Workers who seek only to earn a
living end up in the shadows of American
life, fearful, often abused and exploited.
When they are victimized by crime, they
are afraid to call the police or seek recourse
in the legal system. They are cut off from
their families far away, fearing if they leave
our country to visit relatives back home,
they might never be able to return to their
jobs.

The situation I described is wrong. It
is not the American way. Out of common
sense and fairness, our laws should allow
willing workers to enter our country and
fill jobs that Americans are not filling. We
must make our immigration laws more ra-
tional and more humane. And I believe
we can do so without jeopardizing the live-
lihoods of American citizens.

Our reforms should be guided by a few
basic principles. First, America must con-
trol its borders. Following the attacks of
September the 11th, 2001, this duty of the
Federal Government has become even
more urgent, and we're fulfilling that duty.
For the first time in our history, we have
consolidated all border agencies under one
roof to make sure they share information
and the work is more effective. We're
matching all visa applicants against an ex-
panded screening list to identify terrorists
and criminals and immigration violators.
This month, we have begun using advanced
technology to better record and track aliens
who enter our country and to make sure
they leave as scheduled. We have deployed
new gamma and x-ray systems to scan cargo
and containers and shipments at ports of
entry to America. We have significantly ex-
panded the Border Patrol with more than
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1,000 new agents on the borders and 40
percent greater funding over the last 2
years. We're working closely with the Cana-
dian and Mexican Governments to increase
border security. America is acting on a
basic belief: Our borders should be open
to legal travel and honest trade; our borders
should be shut and barred tight to crimi-
nals, to drug traders—to drug traffickers
and to criminals and to terrorists.

Second, new immigration laws should
serve the economic needs of our country.
If an American employer is offering a job
that American citizens are not willing to
take, we ought to welcome into our country
a person who will fill that job.

Third, we should not give unfair rewards
to illegal immigrants in the citizenship
process or disadvantage those who came
here lawfully or hope to do so.

Fourth, new laws should provide incen-
tives for temporary foreign workers to re-
turn permanently to their home countries
after their period of work in the United
States has expired.

Today I ask the Congress to join me
in passing new immigration laws that reflect
these principles, that meet America’s eco-
nomic needs and live up to our highest
ideals.

I propose a new temporary-worker pro-
gram that will match willing foreign work-
ers with willing American employers when
no Americans can be found to fill the jobs.
This program will offer legal status as tem-
porary workers to the millions of undocu-
mented men and women now employed
in the United States and to those in foreign
countries who seek to participate in the
program and have been offered employ-
ment here. This new system should be
clear and efficient so employers are able
to find workers quickly and simply.

All who participate in the temporary-
worker program must have a job or, if not
living in the United States, a job offer. The
legal status granted by this program will
last 3 years and will be renewable, but it
will have an end. Participants who do not
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remain employed, who do not follow the
rules of the program, or who break the
law will not be eligible for continued par-
ticipation and will be required to return
to their home.

Under my proposal, employers have key
responsibilities. Employers who extend job
offers must first make every reasonable ef-
fort to find an American worker for the
job at hand. Our Government will develop
a quick and simple system for employers
to search for American workers. Employers
must not hire undocumented aliens or tem-
porary workers whose legal status has ex-
pired. They must report to the Government
the temporary workers they hire and who
leave their employ so that we can keep
track of people in the program and better
enforce our immigration laws. There must
be strong workplace enforcement with
tough penalties for anyone, for any em-
ployer, violating these laws.

Undocumented workers now here will be
required to pay a one-time fee to register
for the temporary-worker program. Those
who seek to join the program from abroad
and have complied with our immigration
laws will not have to pay any fee. All par-
ticipants will be issued a temporary-worker
card that will allow them to travel back
and forth between their home and the
United States without fear of being denied
reentry into our country.

This program expects temporary workers
to return permanently to their home coun-
tries after their period of work in the
United States has expired, and there should
be financial incentives for them to do so.
I will work with foreign governments on
a plan to give temporary workers credit,
when they enter their own nation’s retire-
ment system, for the time they have
worked in America. I also support making
it easier for temporary workers to con-
tribute a portion of their earnings to tax-
preferred savings accounts, money they can
collect as they return to their native coun-
tries. After all, in many of those countries,
a small nest egg is what is necessary to
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start their own business or buy some land
for their family.

Some temporary workers will make the
decision to pursue American citizenship.
Those who make this choice will be allowed
to apply in the normal way. They will not
be given unfair advantage over people who
have followed legal procedures from the
start.

I oppose amnesty, placing undocumented
workers on the automatic path to citizen-
ship. Granting amnesty encourages the vio-
lation of our laws and perpetuates illegal
immigration. America is a welcoming coun-
try, but citizenship must not be the auto-
matic reward for violating the laws of
America.

The citizenship line, however, is too long,
and our current limits on legal immigration
are too low. My administration will work
with the Congress to increase the annual
number of green cards that can lead to
citizenship. Those willing to take the dif-
ficult path of citizenship, the path of work
and patience and assimilation, should be
welcome in America like generations of im-
migrants before them.

In the process of immigration reform, we
must also set high expectations for what
new citizens should know. An under-
standing of what it means to be an Amer-
ican is not a formality in the naturalization
process; it is essential to full participation
in our democracy. My administration will
examine the standard of knowledge in the
current citizenship test. We must ensure
that new citizens know not only the facts
of our history but the ideals that have
shaped our history. Every citizen of Amer-
ica has an obligation to learn the values
that make us one Nation: liberty and civic
responsibility, equality under God, toler-
ance for others.

This new temporary-worker program will
bring more than economic benefits to
America. Our homeland will be more se-
cure when we can better account for those
who enter our country, instead of the cur-
rent situation in which millions of people

are unknown, unknown to the law. Law
enforcement will face fewer problems with
undocumented workers and will be better
able to focus on the true threats to our
Nation from criminals and terrorists. And
when temporary workers can travel legally
and freely, there will be more efficient
management of our borders and more ef-
fective enforcement against those who pose
a true threat to our country.

This new system will be more compas-
sionate. Decent, hard-working people will
now be protected by labor laws, with the
right to change jobs, earn fair wages, and
enjoy the same working conditions that the
law requires for American workers. Tem-
porary workers will be able to establish
their identities by obtaining the legal docu-
ments that we all take for granted. And
they will be able to talk openly to authori-
ties, to report crimes when they are
harmed, without the fear of being de-
ported.

The best way in the long run to reduce
the pressures that create illegal immigration
in the first place is to expand economic
opportunity among the countries in our
neighborhood. In a few days, I will go to
Mexico for the special Summit of the
Americas, where we will discuss ways to
advance free trade and to fight corruption
and encourage the reforms that lead to
prosperity. Real growth and real hope in
the nations of our hemisphere will lessen
the flow of new immigrants to America
when more citizens of other countries are
able to achieve their dreams at their own
home.

Yet our country has always benefited
from the dreams that others have brought
here. By working hard for a better life,
immigrants contribute to the life of our Na-
tion. The temporary-worker program I am
proposing today represents the best tradi-
tion of our society, a society that honors
the law and welcomes the newcomer. This
plan will help return order and fairness to
our immigration system. And in so doing,
we will honor our values by showing our
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respect for those who work hard and share
in the ideals of America.
May God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his

remarks, he referred to Antonio O. Garza,
U.S. Ambassador to Mexico. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks in a Discussion at West View Elementary School in Knoxville,

Tennessee
January 8, 2004

The President. Thanks for coming.
Melvenia, thanks. We are here because
West View Elementary School is an exam-
ple of what can happen when you have
leadership that is willing to set high stand-
ards and to hold people to account and
to realize every child can learn.

One of the things that I've learned as
a Governor, now as the President, that suc-
cessful schools not only require a teaching
corps that cares a lot and parents involved
in the school, but it requires a principal
who is willing to challenge mediocrity. And
so, Melvenia, you're right. We're here be-
cause you've been successful, and the re-
sults show it. This school had been meas-
ured during the measurement process, early
measurement process, had been a school
that wasn’t performing the way you wanted
it or any citizen of Knoxville, Tennessee,
would want. In other words, it was below
standards.

And now it’s exemplary in math, above
standards in reading. You're accomplishing
that which we all want, and that is not
one single child be left behind in the State
of Tennessee and the city of Knoxville.
Youre doing a great job. Thank you for
your hospitality.

I mentioned the No Child Left Behind
Act. We're here to discuss that piece of
bipartisan legislation. It is legislation which
I would call historic, because for the first
time, the Federal Government is spending
more money and now asking for results.
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See, in the past it used to be we would
send a check and hope something hap-
pened. And now the Federal Government
is sending checks— at record amounts, I
might add—for Title I students and teacher
training and reading programs. But we're
now saying, “Listen, we trust you. We trust
the Melvenias of the world and the teach-
ers to accomplish a mission. Why don’t you
just show us that you are.”

And so we've worked with States and
local governments to develop an account-
ability system all around the country, ac-
countability systems which says that, first
of all, we believe in the worth and the
intelligence of every child, an accountability
system that says let us know whether or
not every child is learning, accountability
system that tests curriculum to determine
whether they’re working, accountability sys-
tems that enable us to address problems
early before they’re too late.

The No Child Left Behind Act is a great
piece of legislation which is making a dif-
ference around our country. We've got
some people here from around America
that are going to discuss what they’re doing
to accomplish the national objective in a
positive way. The national objective is to
challenge the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions and to raise the standards for every
single child.

You don’t know unless you measure. Lis-
ten, I've heard every excuse in the book
about measurement. You know, “You're
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testing too much.” “You're teaching the
test.” And, you know, “Don’t test.” If you
don’t test, you have a system that just shuf-
fles the kids through, and that’s unaccept-
able. It's unacceptable to quit on a kid early
and just say, “Move through, and hope you
learn.” What you've got to do is measure
to determine where they are, and then you
can compare districts and compare States.

And as a result of strong accountability
measures and good teachers and more
funding, the results are positive. The fourth
grade math test scores around the Nation
are up 9 points since 2000. In other words,
we're beginning to achieve—meet national
objectives, which is a more literate group
of students. The reading—eighth grade
math scores are up 5 points. Fourth graders
are now testing above—reading tests are
increasing for fourth graders. We’re making
a difference.

And T say “we”; it’s not the Federal Gov-
ernment that’s making the difference. The
Federal Government is a funding mecha-
nism for Title I students and for some
teacher training programs, but the truth of
the matter is, the responsibility for edu-
cational excellence resides at the local level.
Teachers must be free to teach. Principals
must be free to lead. Superintendents of
schools must be comfortable with making
changes where change is needed. The best
education policy is local control of schools,
and that’s exactly what’s another part of
the No Child Left Behind Act that’s impor-
tant for you all to understand.

We've got some people here in the audi-
ence I want to introduce, before we get
to our panel, that know something about
education. They're on the frontlines of edu-
cation reform. But before I do so, speaking
about a guy who is on the frontline of
education reform, the United States Sen-
ator from the great State of Tennessee,
Lamar Alexander, is with us. He was a
former Governor. He was willing to chal-
lenge the soft bigotry of low expectations
before it was cool to challenge the soft
bigotry of low expectations. He did a excel-

lent job as the Secretary of Education
under old Number 41—[laughter]—and is
now a fine United States Senator. Senator,
I'm honored youre with us today. Thank
you for coming.

Jimmy Duncan and Zach Wamp and Bill
Jenkins and Marsha Blackburn are all
Members of the United States Congress.
Of course, this is Jimmy's district, as he
was quick to point out at the airport.
[Laughter] And he invited the three other
Congresspeople with us today. But these
are fine Members of the Congress. These
are people that believe in the value and
worth of every single child. They under-
stand that public education is a top domes-
tic priority of this administration. I thank
them for being here, and I appreciate your
good work on this issue. Thanks for com-
ing.

Charles Lindsey is with us. He’s the su-
perintendent of the Knox County schools.
Charles, I'm honored you're here. I appre-
ciate you coming. Bill Haslam is the mayor,
newly elected mayor. Where are you, Bill?
Thanks for coming. I'm glad youre here.
My only advice is to fill the potholes and
collect the garbage. [Laughter] Mike
Ragsdale, who is the mayor of Knox Coun-
ty, is with us. Michael, thank you for com-
ing, Mr. Mayor. 1 appreciate you being
here.

I met a fellow at the airport named Nat
Foster. You probably haven't heard of Nat.
Where are you, Nat? Oh, there you are.
Thanks for coming. Nat is a—I told him
at the airport, I said, “You're a drill ser-
geant in the army of compassion.” You see,
Nat is a—one of millions of our fellow citi-
zens who has heard the call to love a neigh-
bor just like you'd like to be loved yourself
and is a mentor. He understands what I
know, that the strength of the country is
the heart and soul of our fellow citizens.
The fact that people are willing to take
time out of their busy life and to tutor
a child, to serve as a role model for a
child, and to teach a child how to read
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is a defining part of the American civic
scene.

And T appreciate Nat Foster being here.
I appreciate his willingness to serve as an
example for others. January happens to be
National Mentoring Month. I hope others
in the Knoxville area and all around Ten-
nessee and the country, for that matter,
follow the lead of a soldier in the army
of compassion like Nat and serve your
country and your State and your commu-
nity by finding a child who needs adult
guidance and mentor, to serve as an exam-
ple. We can change America one heart and
one soul and one conscience at a time.

I'm joined today by the Secretary of
Education. He was the superintendent of
schools in Houston, Texas, when I was the
Governor. I saw firsthand his deep desire
to defeat mediocrity, to insist upon excel-
lence for every single child regardless of
their background. He had a deep under-
standing that every child can learn, and the
system must understand that.

I'm comfortable in asking the Congress
for more money in the ‘05 budget, which
I will do. We've increased the Title I dis-
advantaged students spending by 52 per-
cent since fiscal year "01. The teachers and
principal program is up by 39 percent. The
reading programs are up by over 400 per-
cent. The reason I'm comfortable is be-
cause I know that at the helm of the De-
partment of Education, we have a man who
knows that putting money into a bad sys-
tem is not money well-spent. Putting
money into a system that believes in the
worth of every child and is focused on re-
sults is money well-spent. And that man
is Rod Paige. Rod, thank you for joining
us. I'd be glad to have some comments.

You've got something to say?

Secretary Roderick R. Paige. Well, Mr.
President, I do.

The President.
[Laughter]

Because you better.

[At this point, the discussion continued.]
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The President. Thank you, Rod. You see,
what he’s saying is, if you believe certain
kids can’t learn, guess what, they’re not
going to. If you believe certain children,
based upon the color of their skin, can’t
learn, they won’t. And the system will re-
flect that. Basically, at some school districts,
I hate to say, the tendency is to say, “Let’s
just move them through. They can’t learn,
therefore, why measure, why determine,
why don’t we just get them out of the
way?” That’s unacceptable to America. It’s
unacceptable to our Secretary of Education.
I appreciate the attitude of busting the sta-
tus quo when the status quo is not meeting
the great dreams of our country.

Public education, we've got to get it
right. It’s the gateway to hope. It is essen-
tial for this country to have a public edu-
cation system that responds to the needs
of every child so that we can meet great
objectives for this country. It's trite. It’s
been said a lot, but it’s true: The future
of the country depends on our capacity to
educate every child.

A person who understands that is Dr.
Jim Pughsley from the Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg public school system. He’s the super-
intendent of schools. And he and Rod have
been superintendents before. The reason
why he has been invited is because he
brings an extraordinary record as the super-
intendent of schools. Seven years ago, Afri-
can American fifth graders reading at grade
level in the State of North Carolina were
at 35 percent in his district. Today, they’re
at 78 percent. All fifth graders 7 years ago
were at 59 percent. And now, theyre at
86 percent.

So not only has it been improvement
for all students, the minority knowledge gap
has closed dramatically. T'll let Jim tell you
why, but as a result of these great results
and his leadership and the leadership, obvi-
ously—I'm sure he’ll tell you—of principals
and teachers who get it, who understand
that every child matters, he was named the
2003 Superintendent of the Year by the
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National Alliance of Black School Edu-
cators.

Welcome. I'm glad youre here, Jim.
Thanks for coming.

[The discussion continued. ]

The President. T'll drop a fancy word on
you called “disaggregate.” What he said,
“We're disaggregating results. We're focus-
ing not just on the whole. We're trying
to understand whether or not a black child
is learning or a Hispanic child is learning.”
In other words, we're unwilling to accept
the past, where everybody was just kind
of measured all together. What we want
to know is, we want to know specifically
who is succeeding and who is not. And
the No Child Left Behind Act provides ad-
ditional Federal money to stay focused on
those children who need help early.

And that’s an essential part. You see,
these school districts measure. They see a
child needs a little extra help in reading
or an after-school program. There is money
in the budget to focus on that child. And
that’s an essential change, an essential re-
form.

Kathy Cox, who is the State school su-
perintendent from the great State of Geor-
gia, has joined us. She was a classroom
teacher for 15 years. She is now the execu-
tive director of the Department of Edu-
cation. I'm honored you're here. Why don’t
you share with us your experiences in the
great State of Georgia.

[The discussion continued.]

The President. 1 want to pick up on two
points she made. One is truancy and paren-
tal involvement. There’s nothing like test
results being published to get the attention
of a parent. A lot of parents believe in
the best, of course, and they believe that
the school their child goes to was meeting
all kinds of standards and is an excellent
school. After all, theyve been told that.
That may not be the case. And so when
you begin to publish the test results, it does

enhance parental involvement. It encour-
ages the parent to become involved.

What the No Child Left Behind Act
does, it not only provides extra help for
a child that needs help early; it also gives
parents more options in the process. A par-
ent can take money and send that child
to an after-school tutoring program—by the
way, tutoring programs, the sponsor of
which can be public-sector or private-sector
programs. The child can send the—the par-
ent can send the child to another public
school. In other words, there is a con-
sequence.

Because one of the principles in the No
Child Left Behind Act is we're not going
to leave children trapped in schools that
will not teach or change. There’s time for
schools to change. There’s time for schools
to use the accountability system to deter-
mine whether or not they're using the right
curriculum or not. But there has to be an
end to mediocrity at some point in time,
and that's what the—it’s for the parents,
as far as the parents are concerned, so the
parents have got a lot of different options
now available when a school district takes
Title I money. And that’s a very important
reform.

But the most important part of the re-
form is that parents are now becoming
more involved in their schools. After all,
the child’s first teacher is a mom or a dad.
And it’s essential, as the principal will tell
you, that the more civic involvement you
get with your schools, the more parental
involvement you get with your schools, the
more likely it is that school is going to
be able to meet the objectives of the No
Child Left Behind Act.

Speaking about people who understand
the need to use a curriculum that works,
Norm Mishelow is with us. He is a prin-
cipal at the Barton Elementary School in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He has come south
for some warm weather. [Laughter] Didn’t
work. [Laughter]

Norman Mishelow. 1 think it’s the same
temperature here as there.
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The President. That's right. [Laughter]
One of the things we've done is we've, at
the Federal level, put a primary focus on
reading. As I mentioned to you, the amount
of reading money now available is an in-
crease of 400 percent over the last 3 years.
And what’s important about reading pro-
grams is they actually work, not that they
sound good, but they actually achieve the
objective. And the way to determine wheth-
er or not reading programs work is to
measure. If a child can read, it will show
up on an accountability system.

And Norm, why don’t you tell us about
what we call research-based reading pro-
grams and tell us about your school and
what you're doing.

[The discussion continued. ]

The President. A couple of observations.
First of all, we're learning what works when
it comes to reading. It’s not guesswork any-
more. For a while it was a guesswork. You
might remember the great debates—capsul-
ized, whole language versus phonics. There
was a lot of political capital expended over
that, and all of a sudden the accountability
system starts to clarify reality. And as Norm
mentioned, they've chosen a program and
a curriculum that is now working. Why do
we know? Because they measure. They're
able to tell because there is a measurement
standard. The other thing that happens
when Norm’s school does well, other
schools say, “Wait a minute. Old Norm
doesn’t seem to be all that good. How is
he able to do what he’s doing?” [Laughter]

Mr. Mishelow. Who are you talking to?

The President. Well—[laughter]—just
guessing, Norm. [Laughter] But he serves
as a go-by. See, when you have account-
ability and you lay the results out for every-
body to see, all of a sudden people start
saying, “What’s Norm doing that I'm not
doing?” Because as Norm mentioned to
you, he’s taken a school of children who,
you know, that are the—as we say—used
to say, tough to educate, and showing what
can happen. I appreciate, Norm, your lead-
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ership. You said you've got a great staff.
You do. It also—you're a educational entre-
preneur, somebody who is willing to focus
on what works. And thank you for what
you're doing. I appreciate—I know the peo-
ple of Milwaukee are thrilled that you are
where you are.

With us as well is Margie Willis, Grace
Christian Elementary, Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi. Grace Christian is a Title I school,
receives Title I money. Title I, by the way,
for those who aren’t aware of the term,
are Federal monies aimed at economically
disadvantaged kids. It's an important part
of the Federal funding—or the education
funding program. It's a commitment that
the Federal Government has made, will
continue to make.

But Margie is a literacy coach. That’s
an interesting term, isn’t it? She is—has
met—the students have met expectations.
Tell us about your school, Margie. Tell us
what youre doing, and tell us how you've
been so successful.

[The discussion continued. ]

The President. Well, 1 appreciate you.
Thank you so much. By the way, research-
based reading means phonics, in essence.
And it is—it works. It works, and we know
it works, and you've heard personal testi-
mony that it does work. And I would urge
schools that aren’t using research-based
reading programs to take a look at them.
If you're not meeting standards, listen to
the personal testimony of people in the
frontline of public education and listen to
the joy in their voices about achieving fan-
tastic results and watching all the kids from
all walks of life, all economic backgrounds
succeeding.

I'll never forget, one time we were in
Houston, and Rod had a—he didnt call
her a reading—a literacy coach. He called
her a reading czar, but anyway—czarina in
this case. And she stood up and said,
“Reading is the new civil right.” And we're
getting it right in more and more schools.
I want to thank both of you all for being
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on the front edge of change. Thank you
for your examples.

Jerry Hodges is with us today. He’s the
executive director of Project GRAD based
right here in Knoxville, Tennessee. Project
GRAD is a nonprofit trying to close the
achievement gap by talking about and
spreading curriculum that works. Thanks
for coming.

[The discussion continued. ]

The President. Well, 1 appreciate it.
Thanks, good job. Thank you.

Nonprofits, corporate Tennessee, people
who care about the future of your State
need to follow the example of Project
GRAD and become involved in your school
districts. I appreciate the superintendent
and the school board members for reaching
out and understanding that educational ex-
cellence is a local responsibility. I mean,
people really shouldnt hope that the Fed-
eral Government develops the blueprint for
success. That’s not our role. And you don’t
want a one-size-fits-all education approach.
You want a—the best education reform
comes when the local people decide to re-
form, when your principals reform, when
the people running at the State level re-
form, when businesses and local community
leaders say, “Wait a minute. We're not

happy with the way things are. Let’s change
for the good of everybody.”

And that’s what's taking place here in
Knox County schools. I want to thank you
for that. Listen, I want to thank you all
for coming. I'm honored our panel came
from around the country to share with us
the stories of success. And by the way,
we’re just beginning in America. See, one
of these days, we won't have enough room
on the stages as we bring people from all
around the country to talk about what is
happening, the tremendous success as a re-
sult of the No Child Left Behind Act. I'm
honored you all came. I want to thank you
again for believing in every child and rais-
ing that bar and believing in the worth
of every individual.

May God bless your work, and may God
continue to bless our country. Thank you
for coming.

NotE: The discussion began at 11:14 a.m.
In his remarks, the President referred to
Melvenia Smith, principal, West View Ele-
mentary School; and Mayor Bill Haslam of
Knoxville, TN. The President also referred
to Title I of the Improving America’s Schools
Act of 1994 (Public Law No. 103-382), which
amended Title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (Public Law
No. 89-10).

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Luncheon in Knoxville

January 8, 2004

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Thank
you all very much. Thanks for the warm
welcome. It's glad—I'm glad to be in the
land of the orange and white. UT—kind
of sounds like home. [Laughter] Really ap-
preciate coming back to Knoxville. I'm so
thrilled that so many came out to support
the Bush-Cheney ticket. As you might re-
call, we had pretty good success here in
the year 2000. Because of today, we're lay-

ing the foundation for what is going to be
even better success in Tennessee in 2004.
We're on our way to a national victory in
November of 2004.

I'm loosening up—{laughter]—and I'm
getting ready. But there will be plenty of
time for politics, because I've got a job
to do on behalf of every citizen of this
country. I'm focused on the people’s busi-
ness in Washington, DC. My administration
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will continue to work hard to earn the con-
fidence of all Americans by keeping this
Nation secure and strong and prosperous
and free.

I'm honored you invited me here today.
I know I wasn’t your first choice. [Laugh-
ter] Laura was tied up. [Laughter] She’s
a fabulous First Lady. I'm a lucky man
that she said yes when I said, “Will you
marry me?” She really sends her best and
her love. She’s—I'm really proud of her.

I also want to thank my friend Lamar
Alexander for doing such a fine job in the
United States Senate on behalf of the great
people of Tennessee. He brings such class
and dignity to public office. You've known
that when he was your Governor. He’s now
doing it again as the Senator, as is the
other Senator from the great State of Ten-
nessee, Senator Bill Frist, the majority lead-
er of the United States Senate. You've done
a great job of sending two fine people to
the Senate.

I'm honored that members of the con-
gressional delegation from Tennessee have
joined us today, starting with your own
homegrown Jimmy Duncan. I appreciate
you, Jimmy. I got off Air Force One and
the first thing he said was, “This is my
district.” [Laughter]

I want to thank Congressman Zach
Wamp for joining us today. Thank you for
being here, Zach. Congressman Bill Jenkins
is with us today. Congressman, thank you
for coming. I see you got a seat in the
back. [Laughter] And Congresswoman Mar-
sha Blackburn is with us today. Marsha,
thank you for being here.

I'm honored that members of the state-
house have come. It’s always a good sign
when the State senators and State legisla-
tors are coming. After all, all good politics
is local politics. I want to thank Ben
Atchley, he’s the Republican leader in the
State senate, for joining us today.

Beth Harwell, who is the chairman of
the Tennessee Republican Party, is with us.
I want to thank you for coming too, Beth.

24

I'm so honored that many of you all took
time to make this event a successful event.
Jim Haslam is event cochairman. Big Jim,
I thank you for your friendship, and I ap-
preciate—I also appreciate Jimmy for being
the event cochairman. And I appreciate the
fact that the mayor is with us today as
well.

I want to thank my friend Mercer Rey-
nolds. He’s from Cincinnati, Ohio. He’s the
national finance chairman of Bush-Cheney.
He’s working hard to make sure that this
campaign is well-funded. When the cam-
paign starts, we want to be ready to go.
And thanks to the people in this room,
and thanks to people around the country
when the campaign gets started we are
going to be ready to go.

I appreciate David Kustoff, who is the
State chairman. His job is to rally the grass-
roots. And so, for those of you who are
involved in grassroots politics here in Ten-
nessee, I want to thank you for what you're
going to do. I want to thank you for the
signs youre going to put up. I want to
thank you for the phone calls you're going
to make. I'm want to thank you for joining
us as we turn out the vote to make sure
this good State turns out in significant
numbers.

And as youre turning out that vote, I
want you to remind them, in the last 3
years our Nation has acted decisively to
confront great challenges. I came to this
office to solve problems, not to pass them
on to future Presidents and future genera-
tions. I came to seize opportunities instead
of letting them slip away. My administra-
tion is meeting the tests of our time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they
got. We've captured or killed many of the
key leaders of the Al Qaida network, and
the rest of them know we’re on their trail.
In Afghanistan and in Iraq, we gave ulti-
matums to terror regimes. Those regimes
chose defiance, and those regimes are no
more. Fifty million people in those two
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countries once lived under tyranny, and
now they live in freedom.

Three years ago, our military was not
receiving the resources it needed, and mo-
rale was beginning to suffer. So we in-
creased the defense budgets to prepare for
the threats of a new era. And today, no
one in the world can question the skill and
the strength and the spirit of the United
States military.

Three years ago, the economy was in
trouble and a recession was beginning. And
then we had attacks on our country and
corporate scandals and war, which all af-
fected the people’s confidence. But this ad-
ministration acted. We passed tough new
laws to hold corporate criminals to account.
And to get the economy going again, I have
twice led the United States Congress to
pass historic tax relief for the American
people.

We understand that when Americans
have more take-home pay to spend, to save,
or invest, the whole economy grows and
people are more likely to find a job. So
we're returning more money—money to
people to help them raise their families.
We're reducing taxes on dividends and cap-
ital gains to encourage investment. We've
given small businesses incentives to expand
and to hire new people. With all these ac-
tions, we are laying the foundation for
greater prosperity and more jobs across
America so that every single person in this
country has a chance to realize the Amer-
ican Dream.

Today, the American economy is strong,
and it is getting stronger. The figures for
the third quarter of 2003 show that the
economy grew at an annual rate of 8.2 per-
cent, the fastest pace in nearly 20 years.
Productivity is high. Business investment is
rising. Housing construction is increasing.
We've added over 300,000 new jobs in the
last 4 months. The tax relief we passed
is working.

Three years ago, there was a lot of talk
about education reform, but there wasn’t
much action. So I acted. I called for and

the Congress passed the No Child Left Be-
hind Act. With a solid bipartisan majority,
we delivered the most dramatic education
reforms in a generation. We're spending
more money at the Federal level, but we're
finally asking the question, “Are you teach-
ing the children how to read and write
and add and subtract?” This administration
is challenging the soft bigotry of low expec-
tations because we believe that every child
can learn and we expect every school to
teach. The days of excusemaking are over.
No child should be left behind in America.

We reorganized the Government and
created the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to better safeguard the borders and
ports of our country and to better protect
the American people. We passed trade pro-
motion authority to open up new markets
for Tennessee’s farmers and ranchers and
entrepreneurs and  manufacturers. We
passed budget agreements that is helping
to maintain much-needed spending dis-
cipline in Washington, DC.

And last month, we completed the great-
est advance in health care coverage for
America’s seniors since the founding of
Medicare. The new Medicare law, that I
pushed for and signed, will give older
Americans the option of a prescription drug
benefit and more control over their health
care, so that they can receive the modern
health care that they deserve.

On issue after issue, this administration
has acted on principle, has kept its word,
and has made great progress for the Amer-
ican people. A lot of credit belongs to the
Members of the United States Senate and
the United States Congress. I enjoy work-
ing with Majority Leader Bill Frist. You
know as well as I do he’s plenty capable,
plenty competent, and a very decent man.
I enjoy working with Speaker Denny
Hastert, who shares the same characteris-
tics as Bill Frist, an honorable, decent man.

We're working hard to change the tone
in Washington, DC. There’s too much
backbiting, endless politics, name-calling.
The best way to change the tone is to focus
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on the people’s business and to focus on
results. And that's what we're doing with
the Congress. Our record has been a good
record. And those are the kind of people
I've asked to join my administration. I put
together a fantastic team of people, people
from all walks of life to serve our country,
people who have come to the Nation’s Cap-
ital not to represent their own special inter-
ests but to represent the greatest country
on the face of the Earth. There’s been no
finer Vice President than Dick Cheney.
Mother may have a second opinion.
[Laughter]

In 3 years, we've done a lot. We have
come far, but our work is only beginning.
I've set great goals worthy of this great
Nation. First, America is committed to ex-
panding the realm of freedom and peace
for our own security and for the benefit
of the world. And second, in our own coun-
try, we will work for a society that is pros-
perous and compassionate so every citizen
has a chance to work and to succeed and
to realize the great promise of our country.
It is clear that the future of freedom and
peace depend on the actions of America.
This Nation is freedom’s home and free-
dom’s defender. We welcome this charge
of history, and we are keeping it.

The war on terror continues. The en-
emies of freedom are not idle, and neither
are we. This country will not rest; we will
not tire; we will not stop until this danger
to civilization is removed. We are con-
fronting that danger in Iraq, where all peo-
ple can be certain that they will never again
have to fear the rule of Saddam Hussein.
He started last year in a palace. He ended
this year in a prison. The Ba’athist holdouts
largely responsible for the current violence
now know there will be no return to the
corrupt power and privilege they once held.
All Iragis who have taken the side of free-
dom have taken the winning side.

We still face terrorists who would rather
go on killing the innocent than accept the
rise of liberty in the Middle East. And
there is a reason why. They know that the
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advance of freedom in Iraq will be a major
defeat for the cause of terror. This collec-
tion of killers is trying to shake the will
of America. America will never be intimi-
dated by a bunch of thugs and assassins.

We're aggressively after them in Iraq, de-
feating them there so we will never have
to face them in our own country. Other
nations are helping, because they under-
stand a free Iraq will make the world more
secure. We're standing with the Iraqi peo-
ple as they assume more of their own de-
fense and move toward self-government.
These are not easy tasks, but they are es-
sential tasks. We will finish what we have
begun. We will win this essential victory
in the war on terror.

We're working to oppose proliferation of
weapons around the world. Last month,
after talks with the United States and Great
Britain, Libya voluntarily committed to dis-
close and dismantle all its weapons of mass
destruction programs. Leaders around the
world now know weapons of mass destruc-
tion do not bring influence or prestige; they
bring isolation and unwelcomed con-
sequences. And nations who abandon the
pursuit of these weapons will find an open
path to better relations with the United
States of America.

Yet our greatest security comes from the
advance of freedom, from the advance of
human liberty, because free nations do not
support terror, free nations do not attack
their neighbors, free nations do not threat-
en the world with weapons of mass terror.
Americans believe that freedom is the
deepest need and hope of every human
heart. T believe that freedom is the future
of every nation. And we understand that
freedom is not America’s gift to the world;
freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to every
man and woman in this world.

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous re-
sponsibilities. We have duties in the world.
When we see disease and starvation and
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away.
On the continent of Africa, America is now
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committed to bringing the healing power
of medicine to millions of men and women
and children now suffering with AIDS. This
powerful, strong, and compassionate land
is leading the entire world on this incred-
ibly important work of human rescue.

We face challenges here at home as well.
Well be equal to those challenges. This
administration will continue to push a
progrowth,  pro-entrepreneur  economic
agenda so that people who want to work
and can’t find a job today will be able to
find that job.

And for the sake of our health care sys-
tem, we need to cut down on the frivolous
lawsuits which increase the cost of medi-
cine. People who have been harmed by
a bad doc deserve their day in court. Yet
the system should not reward lawyers who
are simply fishing for a rich settlement.
Frivolous lawsuits drive up the cost of
health care, and they therefore affect the
Federal budget.

Medical liability reform is a national issue
that requires a national solution. I sent a
bill over to the House, and the House of
Representatives passed a good bill to re-
form the system. The bill is stuck in the
Senate. I look forward to working with Sen-
ator Frist and Senator Alexander to con-
vince reluctant Senators to act on behalf
of all the people in America and get a
good medical liability bill to my desk. Some
Members of the Senate must understand
that no one in America has ever been
healed by a frivolous lawsuit.

I have a responsibility as your President
to make sure the judicial system runs well,
and I have met that duty. I have nominated
superb men and women to the Federal
courts, people who will interpret the law,
not legislate from the bench. Some of the
Members of the Senate are trying to keep
my nominees off the bench by blocking
up-or-down votes. Every judicial nominee
deserves a fair hearing and an up-or-down
vote on the Senate floor. It is time for
some Members of the United States Senate

to stop playing politics with American jus-
tice.

The Congress needs to get an energy
bill to my desk. This Nation must be more
energy-efficient. We must conserve our re-
sources. We must do a better job of pro-
tecting the quality of the air in places like
Knoxville, Tennessee. But for the sake of
economic security and for the sake of na-
tional security, we must become less de-
pendent on foreign sources of energy.

A strong and prosperous nation must also
be a compassionate nation. I will continue
to advance our agenda of compassionate
conservatism, which means we’ll apply the
best and most innovative ideas to the task
of helping our fellow citizens in need.
There’s still millions of men and women
who want to end their dependence on the
Government and become independent
through hard work. We must build on the
success of welfare reform to bring more
work and, therefore, dignity into the lives
of our fellow citizens who are still depend-
ent upon the Government.

With the help of Congress, we're work-
ing to ensure that more Americans can
serve their communities and their country
through citizen service programs. I urge
both Houses of the United States Congress
to pass my Faith-Based Initiative, which
will help empower the armies of compas-
sion that are mentoring our children and
caring for the homeless and offering hope
to the addicted.

One of the great strengths of our country
is that we're a nation of many faiths, Chris-
tian, Jewish, and Muslim faiths. Out of that
faith comes the deep desire for many of
our citizens to heed the universal call to
help a neighbor who hurts. The Federal
Government should never fear the influ-
ence of faith-based programs. We ought to
welcome faith-based programs into helping
solve some of the intractable problems of
our society.

A compassionate society is one, also, that
must promote opportunity for all, including
the independence and dignity that come
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from ownership. This administration under-
stands the power of owning something in
our society. We'll constantly strive to pro-
mote an ownership society. Listen, we have
a minority homeownership gap in America.
I proposed plans to the Congress to help
close that gap. We want more people own-
ing their own home. We want people own-
ing and managing their own health care
accounts and their own retirement ac-
counts. We want more people owning their
own small businesses. And that’s why devel-
oping the entrepreneurial spirit and keep-
ing it strong is so important. You see, we
understand that when a person owns some-
thing, he or she has a vital stake in the
future of our country.

In a compassionate society, people re-
spect one another. They respect each oth-
er’s religious beliefs, political opinions. Peo-
ple take responsibility for the decisions they
make in life. See, the culture of America
is changing from one that has said, “If it
feels good, do it,” and, “If you've got a
problem, blame somebody else,” to a cul-
ture in which each of us understands that
we're responsible for the decisions we make
in life. If youre fortunate enough to be
a mother or a father, youre responsible
for loving your child with all your heart.
If youre worried about the quality of the
education in Knoxville, Tennessee, you're
responsible for doing something about it.
If youre a CEO in corporate America, you
are responsible for telling the truth to your
shareholders and your employees.

And in the new responsibility society,
each of us is responsible for loving our
neighbor just like we’d like to be loved
ourself. We can see that culture—the cul-

ture of service is strong in America. You
know, I started the USA Freedom Corps
right after September the 11th to encour-
age our fellow citizens to extend a compas-
sionate hand to a neighbor in need. And
the response has been fantastic. People
from all walks of life are serving our Nation
by helping people who hurt. Our neighbor-
hood healers are vibrant and strong. Faith-
based and charitable organizations thrive in
our country. Policemen and firefighters and
people who wear our Nation’s uniform re-
mind us what it means to sacrifice for
something greater than ourself. Once again,
the children of America believe in heroes
because they see them every day.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica, and I have been privileged to see the
compassion and the character of the Amer-
ican people. All the tests of the last 3 years
have come to the right nation. We're a
strong country, and we use that strength
to defend the peace. We're an optimistic
country, confident in ourselves and in ideals
bigger than ourselves. Abroad, we seek to
lift whole nations by spreading freedom.
At home, we seek to lift up lives by spread-
ing opportunity to every corner of America.
This is the work that history has set before
us. We welcome it and know that for our
country, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. at
the Knoxville Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mayor Bill Haslam of
Knoxville, TN; and former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Reception in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida

January 8, 2004

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. It’s
great to be back in the great State of Flor-
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ida. We carried it once, and we’re going
to carry it again.
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And I want to thank you all for your
help. T appreciate you showing up today.
I appreciate your contributions. 1 appre-
ciate your friendship, appreciate your pray-
ers. I appreciate you laying the foundation
for what is going to be a great national
victory in November of "04.

And T'm getting ready. [Laughter] I'm
loosening up. [Laughter] But there’s plenty
of time for politics. See, I've got a job
to do. I'm focused on the people’s business
in Washington, DC. I want you to remind
your friends and neighbors that T will con-
tinue to work hard to earn the confidence
of every American by keeping this Nation
secure and strong and prosperous and free.

I love my brother Jeb. He is a great
Governor. He is a great Governor, first and
foremost, because he has a large heart. He
cares deeply about the people. He and I
share some things in common. We share
the same last name. [Laughter] We share
the same political consultant—[laughter]—
Mother. [Laughter] And we both married
extremely well.

I'm honored to be onstage with a fabu-
lous first lady for the State of Florida, Ms.
Columba. And a great First Lady for Amer-
ica sends her love. I'm sorry Laura is not
here. I know she was Jeb’s first choice to
be the speaker today. [Laughter] She’s in
Washington. But I'm a lucky man to have
married Laura Bush. She is a great wife,
a fabulous mother, and a wonderful First
Lady for America.

I know my friend and former colleague
in the Cabinet Mel Martinez is with us.
Mel, thank you for being here today. I
know Congressman Mark Foley is with us.
Mr. Congressman, I'm glad youre here.
I'm sorry Congressman Clay Shaw is not
here. This is his district, I understand, but
he is traveling with Speaker Denny Hastert.
He made a good choice. When the Speaker
calls, it’'s probably a pretty good thing to
travel with him. I know the Lieutenant
Governor, Toni Jennings, is here. The at-
torney general, Charlie Crist, is here. Tom

Gallagher is here. Where’s Gallagher? I ap-
preciate you coming,.

A lot of members of the statehouse are
here. It’s a good sign when State senators
and State reps show up. After all, you win
campaigns by energizing the grassroots. I
appreciate the members of the statehouse
being here. I'm looking forward to working
with you to carry Florida. I want to thank
all the grassroots activists who are here.
I want to thank you for what you're going
to do, which is to put up the signs, to
man the phone booths, to put out the mail-
ers, and to turn out the vote.

I want to thank the mayors and local
officials who are here. I want to thank all
those who worked hard to make this event
such a successful event. We've had three
event cochairmen, the Guzzettas, the
Gaineses, and Elizabeth Fago. I want to
thank you for your hard work. I appreciate
your good work.

My friend Mercer Reynolds is here. He’s
the national finance chairman. He’s from
Cincinnati, Ohio. He’s taken a lot of time
out of his private life to help make sure
we get well funded in what’s going to be
a tough campaign. I want to thank my
friend Al Hoffman from the great State
of Florida, who is doing such a fantastic
job as the—raising money. And of course,
there’s Tom Petway and Zach Zachariah,
two good buddies as well who have been
working hard to make this campaign go
well.

In the last 3 years, our Nation has acted
decisively to confront great challenges. I
came to this office to solve problems in-
stead of passing them on to future Presi-
dents and future generations. I came to
seize opportunities instead of letting them
slip away. My administration is meeting the
tests of our time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they
got. We've captured or killed many of the
key leaders of the Al Qaida network, and
the rest of them know we’re on their trail.
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In Afghanistan and in Iraq, we gave ulti-
matums to terror regimes. Those regimes
chose defiance, and those regimes are no
more. The world is better off, and so are
the 50 million people in those two coun-
tries who once lived under tyranny, and
today, they live in freedom.

Three years ago, our military was not
receiving the resources it needed and mo-
rale was beginning to suffer, so we in-
creased the defense budgets to meet the
threats of a new era. And today, no one
in the world can question the skill and the
strength and the spirit of the United States
military.

Three years ago, the economy was in
trouble and a recession was beginning. And
I want you to remember what we have
come through. Not only was a recession
beginning, but our country was attacked.
And then there were corporate scandals
and war, all of which affected the people’s
confidence. But this administration acted.
We passed tough new laws to hold cor-
porate criminals to account. And to get the
economy going again, I have twice led the
United States Congress to pass historic tax
relief for the American people.

This administration understands that
when Americans have more take-home pay
to spend, to save, or invest, the whole econ-
omy grows, and people are more likely to
find a job. So we’re returning more money
to the people to help them raise their fami-
lies. We've reduced taxes on dividends and
capital gains to encourage investment.
We've given small businesses incentives to
expand and to hire new people. With all
these actions, we have laid the foundation
for greater prosperity and more jobs across
America, so every single citizen has a
chance to realize the American Dream.

Today, the American economy is strong,
and it is getting stronger. The figures for
the third quarter of the year 2003 show
the economy grew at an annual rate of
8.2 percent, the fastest pace in nearly 20
years. Productivity is high. Business invest-
ment is rising. Housing construction is ex-
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panding. Manufacturing activity is increas-
ing, and we've added over 300,000 new
jobs in the last 4 months. The tax relief
we passed is working.

Three years ago, there was a lot of talk
about education reform, but there wasn’t
much action. So I acted. I called for and
the Congress passed the No Child Left Be-
hind Act. With a solid bipartisan majority,
we delivered the most dramatic education
reforms in a generation. We've increased
spending out of the Federal Government,
particularly for Title I students, for the
poorest of students. But now, because we
believe every child can learn to read and
write and add and subtract, we're insisting
that States measure. We want to know.

The State of Florida, led by this great
Governor, is on the leading edge of edu-
cation reform because he holds people to
account. And the reason he does is because
he and I both know every child can learn.
We are challenging the soft bigotry of low
expectations. We've raised the bar. We've
raised the standards. We expect results so
that not one single child in America is left
behind.

We've reorganized our Government dur-
ing the past 3 years and created the De-
partment of Homeland Security to better
guard Florida’s ports, better guard our bor-
ders, to better protect the American peo-
ple. We passed trade promotion authority
to open up new markets for Florida’s
ranchers and farmers and entrepreneurs
and manufacturers. We passed budget
agreements, much-needed budget agree-
ments, to help bring spending discipline to
Washington, DC.

And last month, we completed the great-
est advance in health care coverage for
America’s senior citizens since the creation
of Medicare. The new Medicare law that
I fought for and signed—the bill that I
campaigned for, worked for, and signed will
give older Americans the option of a pre-
scription drug benefit and more control
over their own health care, so they can
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receive the modern medical care they de-
serve.

On issue after issue, this administration
has acted on principle, has kept its word,
and has made progress for the American
people. The Congress gets a lot of credit.
I enjoy working with Majority Leader Bill
Frist, Speaker Denny Hastert, Congress-
man Mark Foley. We're working hard in
Washington, DC, to change the tone of
the Nation’s Capital. There’s too much poli-
tics, endless backbiting, zero-sum attitudes.
And the best way to do that is to stay
focused on the people’s business and on
results. And we have delivered results over
the last 3 years.

A major reason this administration has
been successful is because I have sur-
rounded myself with really good, decent,
capable, honorable people, people from all
walks of life, people who have come to
the Nation’s Capital to serve the United
States of America, not a special or self in-
terest. This Nation has had no finer Vice
President than Vice President Dick Che-
ney. Mother may have a second opinion.
[Laughter]

In 3 years, we have come far. We've
done a lot, but our work is only beginning.
I have set great goals worthy of a great
nation. First, America is committed to ex-
panding the realm of freedom and peace
for our own security and for the benefit
of the world. And second, in our own coun-
try, we must work for a society that is pros-
perous and compassionate so that every cit-
izen—every citizen—regardless of their
background, has a chance to work and to
succeed and realize the great promise of
this country.

It is clear that the future of freedom
and peace depend on the actions of Amer-
ica. This Nation is freedom’s home and
freedom’s defender. We welcome this
charge of history, and we are keeping it.
The war on terror goes on. The enemies
of freedom are not idle, and neither are
we. This country will not rest; we will not

tire; we will not stop until this danger to
civilization is removed.

We are confronting that danger in Iraq,
where all the people of that country can
now be certain they will never again have
to fear the rule of Saddam Hussein. The
Ba’athist holdouts largely responsible for
current violence now know there will be
no return to the corrupt power and privi-
lege they once held. All Iragis who have
taken the side of freedom have chosen the
winning side.

We still face terrorists who would rather
go on killing the innocent than accept the
rise of liberty in the Middle East. You see,
they know that the advance of freedom in
Iraq would be a major defeat for the cause
of terror. This collection of killers is trying
to shake the will of the United States. The
United States will never be intimidated by
a bunch of thugs and assassins.

We are on the offensive in Iraq. We're
aggressively striking the terrorists in Iraq.
We will defeat them there, so we do not
have to face them in America. And a lot
of nations are helping to build a free Iraq,
because they understand a free Iraq is in
their interest. A free Iraq will make the
world more peaceful. And we're standing
with the Iragi people as they assume more
of their own defense and more of their
own self-government. These are not easy
tasks, but they are essential tasks. And
America will finish what we have begun.
We will win this essential victory in the
war on terror.

We're working to oppose proliferation of
weapons around the world. Last month,
after talks with the United States and Great
Britain, Libya volunteered to disclose and
dismantle all its weapons of mass destruc-
tion programs. Leaders around the world
now know weapons of mass destruction do
not bring influence or prestige. They bring
isolation and other unwelcome con-
sequences. And nations who abandon the
pursuit of these weapons will find an open
path to better relations with the United
States of America.
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Our greatest security comes from the ad-
vance of human liberty, because free na-
tions do not support terror, free nations
do not attack their neighbors, free nations
do not threaten the world with weapons
of mass terror. Americans believe that free-
dom is the deepest need and hope of every
human heart. I believe that freedom is the
future of every nation. And I know that
freedom is not America’s gift to the world;
freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to each
man and woman in this world.

America understands that unprecedented
influence brings tremendous responsibil-
ities. We have duties in this world, and
when we see disease and starvation and
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away.
On the continent of Africa, America is now
committed to bringing the healing power
of medicine to millions of men and women
and children suffering with AIDS.

We face challenges here at home as well,
and we will prove that were equal to the
challenges. This administration will con-
tinue to promote a progrowth, pro-small-
business, pro-entrepreneur economic agen-
da until everybody who wants a job can
find one.

And for the sake of our health care sys-
tem, we need to cut down on the frivolous
lawsuits which increase the cost of medi-
cine. I appreciate Jeb’s leadership on this
issue. He and I understand that people who
have been harmed by a bad doc deserve
their day in court. Yet, the system should
not reward lawyers who are simply fishing
for a rich settlement. Frivolous lawsuits
drive up the cost of health care, and they
therefore affect the Federal budget.

Medical liability reform is a national issue
that requires a national solution. I put forth
a good plan. The House of Representatives
passed it. However, the bill is stuck in the
Senate. And I know two United States
Senators who keep it stuck in the United
States Senate, and they might happen to
be from your State. The Senate must act
on behalf of the American people and pass
medical liability reform, and the Senators
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must understand no one has ever been
healed by a frivolous lawsuit.

I have a responsibility as the President
to make sure the judicial system runs well,
and I have met that duty. I have nominated
superb men and women for the Federal
courts, people who will interpret the law,
not legislate from the bench. Some Mem-
bers from the United States Senate, two
of them from this State—l[laughter]—are
trying to keep my nominees off the bench
by blocking up-or-down votes. Every judi-
cial nominee deserves a fair hearing and
an up-or-down vote on the Senate floor.
It is time for some of those Members of
the United States Senate to stop playing
politics with American justice.

This country needs an energy plan, and
the Congress needs to get an energy plan
to my desk. I've been calling for one for
several years now, an energy plan that en-
courages energy efficiency and conserva-
tion, that uses technology in wise ways to
find additional supplies of energy. For the
sake of economic security and for the sake
of national security, this country must be-
come less dependent on foreign sources of
energy.

A strong and prosperous nation must also
be a compassionate nation. I will continue
to advance our agenda of what I call com-
passionate conservatism, which means we’ll
apply the best and most innovative ideas
to the task of helping fellow citizens who
are in need. There are still a lot of people,
millions of men and women, who want to
end their dependence on government, be-
come independent through hard work. We
must continue to build on the success of
welfare reform to bring work and dignity
into the lives of more of our fellow citizens.

With the help of Congress, we're work-
ing to ensure more Americans serve their
communities and through their country—
through the citizen service programs. Both
Houses should come together and pass my
Faith-Based Initiative. Our Government
should not fear the influence of faith in
the lives of our fellow citizens. As a matter
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of fact, the great strength of the country
is the fact that were a nation of many
faiths. And faith-based community pro-
grams are those that are often able to
change people’s hearts. And when you
change a person’s heart, you help save a
person’s life.

We need to rally the armies of compas-
sion, those who mentor our children, those
who care for the homeless, those who offer
hope to the addicted. A compassionate soci-
ety is a society that promotes opportunity
for every citizen, including the independ-
ence and dignity that come from owner-
ship. This administration will constantly
strive to promote an ()wnership society in
America. We want more people owning
their own home. We have a minority home-
ownership gap in America, and I have put
forth a plan to close that gap. We want
people owning and managing their own
health care plans and their own retirement
accounts. We want more people owning
their own small business, because we un-
derstand that when a person owns some-
thing, he or she has a vital stake in the
future of America.

In a compassionate society, people re-
spect one another. They respect their reli-
gious beliefs. They respect their opinions.
And they take responsibility for the deci-
sions they make in life. The culture of this
country is changing from one that has said,
“If it feels good, just go ahead and do
it,” and, “If you've got a problem, blame
somebody else,” to a culture in which each
of us understands that we’re responsible
for the decisions we make in life.

If you're fortunate enough to be a moth-
er or a father, youre responsible for loving
your child with all your heart. If you're
worried about the quality of the education
in the community in which you live, you're
responsible for doing something about it.
If youre a CEO in corporate America,
youre responsible for telling the truth to
your shareholders and your employees.

In a responsibility society, each of us is
responsible for loving our neighbor just like

we'd like to be loved ourselves. And we
see the culture of service and responsibility
growing around us. You know I started—
right after September the 11th, T started
what’s called the USA Freedom Corps. It’s
a chance for people to find out ways to
extend a compassionate hand to a neighbor
in need, and the response has been strong,
really strong.

A lot of Americans—and I'm sure many
are here—understand that patriotism can
mean helping somebody who hurts. Chari-
table organizations in America are vibrant.
Neighborhood healing groups are really
good. Faith-based programs are strong. Po-
lice and our firefighters and people who
wear the Nation’s uniform remind us on
a daily basis what it means to serve some-
thing greater than yourself. Once again, the
children of America believe in heroes, be-
cause they see them every day.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica. And I've been privileged to see the
compassion and the character of the Amer-
ican people. All the tests of the last 3 years
have come to the right nation. We're a
strong country, and we use that strength
to defend the peace. We're an optimistic
country, confident in ourselves and in ideals
bigger than ourselves. Abroad, we seek to
lift up whole nations by spreading freedom.
At home, we seek to lift up lives by spread-
ing opportunity to every corner of America.
This is the work that history has set before
us. We welcome it and know that for our
country, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you. Thank you for com-

ing.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. at
the PGA National Resort. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida and his
wife, Columba; former Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development Mel R. Martinez;
Lt. Gov. Toni Jennings of Florida; Florida
State Attorney General Charlie Crist; Tom
Gallagher, chief financial officer, Florida De-
partment of Financial Services; Al Hoffman,
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finance chairman, Republican National
Committee; Mercer Reynolds, national fi-
nance chairman, and Tom Petway III and
Zach Zachariah, Florida State finance co-
chairmen, Bush-Cheney 04, Inc.; former
President Saddam Hussein of Irag; and Sen-
ators Bob Graham and Bill Nelson of Florida.

The President also referred to Title I of the
Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994
(Public Law No. 103-382), which amended
Title I of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (Public Law No. 89—
10).

Remarks in a Discussion With Women Small-Business Owners

January 9, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thank you,
Mr. Secretary. You wrote that—you read
that just like I wrote it. [Laughter] It's good
to be here at the Commerce Department.
After all, that’s what we're here to discuss,
is commerce and jobs and how to keep
the entrepreneurial spirit strong in Amer-
ica.

Let me start off by saying, first of all,
thank you all for coming. We're going to
have an interesting discussion about what
it means to own your own business and
risk capital and employ people, what it
takes to be a businessowner. And we’ve
got five really smart, capable women who
are running their own businesses. Before
we get to this discussion, though, I want
to say I'm really optimistic about the future
of our Nation’s economy. This economy is
strong, and it is getting stronger.

I'm optimistic for one reason, because
I just spent a little bit of time with five
people who are on the frontline of hiring.
Their optimism was really evident, as I
think you'll soon hear. Secondly, I'm opti-
mistic because I see things happening. Un-
employment dropped today to 5.7 percent.
That’s not good enough. We want more
people still working. But nevertheless, it is
a positive sign that the economy is getting
better.

I see the manufacturing orders are up
dramatically. I know the productivity is high
in America. Home construction is strong.
All the signs in our economy is—are very
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strong. And that’s positive for somebody
who might be wondering about whether he
or she is going to find a job.

Secondly, I know what we have over-
come in this country. I mean, this economy
has got to be pretty darn strong to have
come through what this Nation has come
through. Just very quickly, in the beginning
of 2001, the country was entering into a
recession. I'm sure that affected you all
Recession, by the way, is when there is
negative growth for three quarters, when
things aren’t going well for three consecu-
tive quarters. That's a long period of time
if you own your own business. It's a long
period of time if youre looking for a job,
by the way.

Then, all of a sudden, as the economy
was getting better, the enemy hit us. And
make no mistake about it, the attack of
September the 11th affected not only our
national psyche; it affected the economy.
It hurt. It hurt people who were thinking
about risking capital. It made it hard for
people to find a job.

As well we had a problem that fall when
it turned out some of our corporate citizens
failed to live up to the responsibilities of
leadership. They didn’t tell the truth to
their shareholders and their employees.
That affected the psyche of the American
investor. You know, capitalism is only as
strong as the integrity of the people in-
volved in the process. And these leaders
will tell you that you've got to be open
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with your employees. Otherwise, theyre
not going to work for you very hard. In
this case, these corporate criminals had a
negative effect on the country.

And then, of course, I made some tough
decisions about how to secure America and
keep the peace by spreading freedom, and
we marched to war. It is not conducive
to economic growth to see on your TV
screens, “America is marching to war.” It’s
not a very positive, optimistic message to
hear if you're thinking about risking capital.
Who wants to take risk when we’re march-
ing to war?

Now we’re marching to peace, and peo-
ple feel more comfortable about making
a risky investment. We've overcome a lot.
And I'm optimistic because not only do
I talk to people who are optimistic all the
time; I'm optimistic because I recognized
what this country has been through. It real-
ly speaks to the entrepreneurial spirit and
ingenuity of the American people, is what
I'm talking about. This is a fabulous coun-
try.
The system says if you work hard, you
get rewarded. You can own your own busi-
ness, hopefully without a lot of Government
interference. Speaking about Government
interference, we made a conscious decision
to make Government less intrusive into the
pocketbooks of the American people in
order to effect economic growth. You might
remember we went to the Congress, not
only once but three different times, to ef-
fect real, substantial tax relief, tax relief
which left more money in the pockets of
the working people, tax relief which en-
couraged spending and saving and invest-
ment.

You see, we cut the taxes on everybody.
We didn’t try to pick and choose who got
the tax relief. Our attitude was, if you pay
taxes, you ought to get relief. It ought to
be fair and simple to understand. And by
the way, the tax relief had a significant
impact on the entrepreneurial spirit of
America because a lot of people who own
their own small business pay taxes at the

individual income-tax rate. Theyre what
youll hear as a Subchapter S corp or a
sole proprietorship. And so when you cut
the taxes on the individuals, you're really
cutting the taxes on business, small busi-
nesses. And after all, that's important, be-
cause most small businesses—or small busi-
nesses create the most new jobs. Seventy
percent of new jobs are created by small-
business owners and entrepreneurs. The tax
relief was important.

We had incentives in there for people
trying to raise a family by raising the child
credit. We reduced the marriage penalty.
Heck, we want a Tax Code that encourages
marriage, not discourages marriage. It
doesn’t make any sense to say, “If you're
married, you get to pay more tax.”

We gave small-business owners incen-
tives to invest by raising the deductibility
limits. And I think you'll hear some discus-
sion of that today. We reduced taxes on
dividends and capital gains, which was par-
ticularly important for retired citizens who
rely upon dividend income to—in their lat-
ter years.

So we did a lot. We've done a lot. And
I'm telling you, the tax relief came at the
right time and made a big difference for
economic growth.

There’s more to do. First of all, every
one of these business leaders and owners
will tell you that if there’s uncertainty in
the Tax Code, it will make it difficult for
them to plan for the future. Businessowners
like certainty. They want to know what the
rules are. Much of the tax relief I described
goes away soon. Congress passed the tax
relief, but they didn’t make it permanent.
Job creation is vital. Permanency in the Tax
Code will mean more job creation. Con-
gress must make every part of the tax pack-
age permanent.

These business leaders will tell you,
health care costs are rising and are difficult
to manage. We need association health care
plans to allow small businesses to pool the
risk across jurisdictional boundaries. Con-
gress must act. We need medical liability
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reform. Frivolous lawsuits drive up the
costs of health care. They affect the budg-
ets of these small businesses. They also af-
fect the Federal budget. I mean, if you
think about what frivolous lawsuits do to
the cost of Medicare and Medicaid and vet-
erans’ health benefits, you understand what
I'm talking about. I mean, it's an enormous
cost to the Federal budget. We got a good
bill out of the House. The medical liability
bill is stuck in the Senate. We need tort
reform there; we need class action reform;
we need asbestos reform if we expect this
economy to continue to grow.

We need an energy policy. Congress
needs to give me an energy bill. I mean,
it’s hard for businesses to plan, particularly
in the manufacturing sector, if you're won-
dering where you're going to get your next
watt of energy. And so we need an energy
bill. Congress needs to act. Congress needs
to join this administration in listening to
the voices of these entrepreneurs to figure
out how to keep a progrowth agenda on
the forefront. So long as anybody is looking
for a job in America, this administration
is going to be promoting a pro-growth, pro-
entrepreneurial agenda.

And I'm honored to be joined by entre-
preneurs, strong, strong women who have
taken the lead in their businesses and are
providing a great service to our country.
They're not only providing a wonderful ex-
ample for people who are wondering
whether or not I can own my own company
but whether—but providing the service of
hiring people and keeping them at work
and caring about their employees.

I'm going to start off by Nancy Connolly.
She is the president and CEO of Lasertone
Corporation, Littleton, Massachusetts. Wel-
come.

[At this point, Nancy Connolly made brief
remarks. |

The President. Yes, see, Nancy hires 20—
there’s a lot of companies the size of Nan-
cy’s around the country that have got this
sense of optimism. I mean its—I don’t
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think we would have had Nancy sitting here
2 years ago saying, “Gosh, I look forward
to hiring 20.” I suspect she might have
been saying, “I hope to keep the 70.” A
lot of small businesses were just hanging
on to what they had during tough economic
times. And now this leader and this entre-
preneur are saying, “20 minimum,” it
sounded like to me. And that’s how this
economy works. It's very important for peo-
ple to understand it’s the cumulative effect
of many, many hirings that take place on
a daily basis, particularly in the small-busi-
ness sector, that affect economic growth
and vitality.

Thank you for doing what you're doing.

Catherine, tell us about yourself and your
business, Knowledge Information Solutions.

[Catherine Giordano, president and chief
executive officer, Knowledge Information
Solutions, Inc., Virginia Beach, VA, made
brief remarks.]

The President. T'm glad youre here,
Catherine, thanks. One of the things I think
is very interesting for people to understand
that Catherine just said—she said the tax
breaks that we focused for small-business
owners caused her to buy new equipment
and new software. Well, somebody has to
make that equipment, and somebody has
to design that software and sell it. So my
point is, is that it’s important for our Amer-
ican citizens to understand the ripple effect
of good tax policy. Good tax policy encour-
ages an owner to make a decision. That
decision then makes it more likely some-
body else is going to find a job who will
provide—in the company that provides the
product—in Catherine’s case, equipment
and hardware.

It’s very important that this incentive stay
in place because it is—you just heard one
example of the decisionmaking process that
takes place as a result of good tax policy.
If the tax policy—if Congress lets this lapse,
the ability to deduct to $100,000 of capital
equipment, it would then cause her to
make different decisions in the out-years.
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And so the Congress needs to be mindful
of what tax policy does to the decision-
makers, the job creators, people like
Catherine who made a rational decision
based upon good policy.

It's my honor to welcome right now—
why don’t we go with Sharon Evans. Shar-
on is the CEO of CFJ] Manufacturing, Fort
Worth, Texas.

[Sharon Evans made brief remarks, con-
cluding by saying that she anticipated 25-
percent growth next year, which she be-
lieved was due to tax benefits.]

The President. 1 disagree. I think it’s re-
lated to vision and hard work and the Texas
spirit. The tax relief helped, but none of
these women should discount their courage
and their vision and their willingness to
take risk and to make wise decisions.

Ms. Evans. I do have to commend you
too, as well as—we utilize and we are a
certified women-owned business, and your
support of women in business has increased
my customer base, which has, in fact,
grown my business as well.

The President. Yes, I think it's very im-
portant—what she’s talking about is con-
tracting. For example, at the Federal Gov-
ernment, we ought to bust these contracts
down to smaller sizes. The role of con-
tracting at the Federal level—the proper
role of contracting obviously is to get good
service for the Government but at the same
time have the added dividend of enhancing
the entrepreneurial spirit, is encouraging
small-business  ownership, is to really
achieve what we want to achieve, and that
is to expand the ownership society in Amer-
ica.

And by the way, the role of Government
is not to create wealth but the environment
in which the entrepreneur can flourish.
Make no mistake about it, the role of Gov-
ernment is to create the architecture in
which people are willing to take risk and
make choice. But that doesn’t happen un-
less somebody’s got a good idea, works
hard, dreams big, treats their employees

with respect, and is capable. So thank you
for giving Government the credit, but we
don’t deserve it.

Let me call upon Maria Coakley David.
She is the CFO of C.J. Coakley, Inc., right
here in Falls Church, Virginia. Thanks for
coming, Maria. And thank you for the hat.

[Maria Coakley David made brief remarks.]

The President. Well, let me talk about
job hiring, particularly in the construction
field. It's very important for these compa-
nies to understand who they’re hiring. I'm
excited about the fact that you're expanding
your job base. I just want to make sure
that you stay legal in your hiring practice.
And we've got a problem here

Ms. Coakley David. It's a big concern
as well for us, and I appreciate you bring-
ing that up.

The President. It's got to be a big con-
cern. Well, I'm talking about this immigra-
tion issue that I brought up. My attitude
is, any time an employer can’t find an
American worker to do the job, that—in
this case, she ought to be able to hire a
willing foreign worker, so long as that for-
eign worker has got a—we’re going to issue
a new card, a temporary-worker card.

I don’t like the idea of having an undocu-
mented economy in the greatest country
on the face of the Earth, where people
walk miles across deserts at the hands of
sometimes these “coyote” border smugglers
who treat these people inhumanely. They
get into our society. Theyre doing work,
but theyre doing work in an undocu-
mented way, not aboveboard but below the
surface. They can get exploited and have
no recourse. And it’s just flat wrong in
America. And we ought to recognize the
system hasn’t worked.

And so I proposed a plan that is a worker
plan. It is not an automatic path to citizen-
ship, what they call amnesty. It is a plan
that recognizes reality in a commonsense
way, so that when Maria’s company starts
expanding and she can’t find somebody to
lay tar on a hot August day and somebody
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else wants to because they've got a family
to feed, she can find this person, and the
person will show up to work. And by the
way, that person ought to be able to go
back to his or her family without being
harassed, to be able to take money home,
which is what they're trying to do.

So this is a commonsense plan. It makes
eminent sense. It recognizes the reality of
today’s workplace. We want our employers
to be aggressive at hiring people, but we
don’t want them breaking the law. And
we've got to recognize, in this society, there
are just simply some jobs that are not being
filled by American citizens.

Ms. Coakley David. You're correct, and
it is definitely a big concern for our com-
pany. We probably have 70 percent His-
panic workforce. We've recently hired a bi-
lingual receptionist to help us communicate
effectively. We have a lot of our newsletters
translated in Spanish. And we do have to
face the facts, and we would greatly benefit
from your plan.

The President. Yes, this is important. The
other thing what she’s faced with—first of
all, the fact that you've got a Hispanic
workforce means you're doing well. These
are fine people, we know well in Texas.
They’re great people—great people.

But there’s a lot of false documentation.
What kind of society is it where the system
allows for false documentation, falsifying
these different papers so Maria is not sure
whether or not she’s dealing with somebody
she ought to be dealing with? We need
to make this aboveboard. And by the way,
it is humane to treat people with respect,
citizen or not citizen. We want to treat
people with the utmost respect in this
country. This is America. It's the greatest
country on the face of the Earth. We're
not giving special privilege. They don’t get
to butt in line where somebody who wants
to go through the process in a legal way.
Were just recognizing reality in a
commonsensical way. It's the right thing
to do.
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[Ms. Coakley David made additional re-
marks. ]

The President. You know, one of the
most meaningful things that’s happened to
me since I've been the Governor—the
President—Governor—President.  [Laugh-
ter] Oops—|laughter]—ex-Governor. 1 went
to Bethesda Naval Hospital to give a fellow
a Purple Heart, and at the same moment
watched him—get a Purple Heart for ac-
tion in Irag—and at that same—right after
I gave him the Purple Heart, he was sworn
in as a citizen of the United States, a Mexi-
can citizen now a United States citizen.

It's a pretty special country, isn’t it,
where people are willing to come not only
to work to provide for their families but
to wear this Nation’s uniform and to go
into harm’s way for our peace and security.
And Americans have got to recognize how
special America is and how lucky we are
to be Americans in this country and how
a lot of really decent people would like
to join us. We've just got to make sure
the system is orderly and fair and meets
national objectives.

Lurita—Lurita Doan is with us. She is
the president and CEO of New Technology
Management in Reston, Virginia. Welcome.

[Lurita Doan made brief remarks. ]

The President. I'm here to thank you all.
I think the—I hope you come away with
the same sense of optimism I do about
the future of this country when you hear
these five women speak. I mean, this is
a country which speaks to five entre-
preneurs here on the stage and says,
“Dream big and go for it. Live your
dream.” Can you imagine a country where
a woman like Lurita walks in to Kinko’s
and says, “I think T'll start a business by
printing my first business card,” and here
she is, 13 years later, speaking to the Na-
tion about a business which is thriving and
is going to hire 75 new people.

It’s a fabulous country, where people can
dream big dreams and people can risk—
take risk and achieve their dreams through
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hard work, clear vision, and a good idea.
It's hard to be a small-business owner, par-
ticularly in hard times. It's easier when the
whole economy is growing, but it’s even
hard then. It’s hard to make the right deci-
sions. But obviously, I'm surrounded by
success, people who have been able to real-
ize their dreams and accomplish what is
not easy to accomplish.

Government can help, but we can’t make
these women smart; we can’t make them
dream; we can’t make them compassionate.
These are choices they've made. And our
job is to stand with them and to serve
as a wind at their back as they provide
not only valuable goods and services but,
more importantly for me right now and
for the country, is to provide a chance for

somebody to find work—find work so they
can fulfill their obligations as a mom or
a dad.

I want to thank you all for joining us.
Thank you for being great Americans. I
appreciate you helping me to explain how
our economy works and why we should be
optimistic about our future. May God bless
your endeavors and God bless you all. May
God continue to bless our great country.
Thank you very much.

NotE: The discussion began at 10:45 a.m.
at the Department of Commerce. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Secretary of
Commerce Donald L. Evans, who intro-
duced the President.

Remarks to the National Catholic Educational Association

January 9, 2004

Welcome, please. Thanks for coming.
Please be seated. Thanks for coming.
[Laughter] Welcome to the people’s house.
We're glad you're here.

The last 100 years, the leadership of the
National Catholic Education Association has
been vital in advancing the work of Catho-
lic schools around the Nation and, there-
fore, has been vital to the hopeful future
of America. I'm honored to join you for
celebrating your 100th anniversary. And
this is a fitting place to celebrate the anni-
versary.

Catholic schools carry out a great mis-
sion, to serve God by building knowledge
and character of our young people. It's a
noble calling. It's an important part of the
fabric of America. By teaching the Word
of God, you prepare your students to follow
a path of virtue and compassion and sac-
rifice for the rest of their lives. And by
insisting on high standards for academic
achievement, Catholic schools are a model
for all schools around our country.

I was hoping to run into a fellow Texan
today. [Laughter] His Excellency Gregory
Aymond is the bishop from Austin, Texas.
[Laughter] He is—I'm glad there’s only a
handful of Texans here. [Laughter] The
bishop is the board chair of the National
Catholic Education Association, and I want
to thank you for joining us.

I appreciate Michael Guerra. Michael
Guerra is the president of the National
Catholic Education Association. Michael,
thank you, and thank you for all the board
members who graciously had a picture
taken in the Blue Room with me. I appre-
ciate you doing that.

His Excellency John Cummins, who is
the bishop emeritus of Oakland, California,
is with us. His Excellency, thank you for
being here, sir.

I appreciate Carl Anderson, the Supreme
Knight of the Knights of Columbus, and
Dorian for joining us today.

I'm sorry my neighbor His Eminence
Theodore Cardinal McCarrick is not with
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us, a decent man. [Laughter] I really, really
am proud to call him friend. He’s a really
good guy, as we say in Texas.

I appreciate you all coming. I really do.
Thanks for being here.

Catholic educators share the basic con-
viction that every child can learn and every
child can learn to lead a life of service.
That’s a pretty good mission statement, isn’t
itP Let us teach every child to read and
write and add and subtract, and as we do
so, let us teach every child to serve a cause
greater than self. The whole Nation bene-
fits because of the good scholars and good
citizens who graduate from Catholic
schools. That is a fact.

Through your faith in every child—and
I  emphasize “every child”—Catholic
schools have overcome challenges and ex-
perienced remarkable results. It is well
known that Catholic schools operate on
small budgets. [Laughter] The per-pupil
cost in a Catholic school classroom is sub-
stantially below the per-pupil costs of many
other schools, public or private.

And yet, the results are astonishing: 2.6
million students who attend Catholic
schools will graduate—that's 99 percent—
and almost all go to college. Even though
the per-pupil expenditure per classroom is
low, the results are extremely high. And
it says something is going right, starting
with the fact that Catholic schools have
high expectations. You challenge what I call
the soft bigotry of low expectations. You
believe in the worth of every person and
every child. You believe that inherent in
every child is the capacity to learn. And
you refuse to quit on any child.

The Catholic schools understand that
love and discipline go hand in hand. The
Catholic schools are willing to change cur-
riculum if it doesn’t work. The Catholic
schools sometimes meet longer hours than
some would expect is the norm. Take La-
Salle Academy, a Catholic school in Phila-
delphia. Students attend classes from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and the school year is several
weeks longer than average. Whatever it
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takes to make sure no child is left behind,
the Catholic schools do.

In addition to learning to read and write,
students take courses in computers and
music and art. At David McDonough, the
principal of the school said this, “We bom-
bard them”—that would be his students—
[laughter]—We bombard them with love,
attention, and work, and they thrive.”

An important part of the Catholic edu-
cation is the commitment to serving what
our society calls the disadvantaged student,
regardless of religious affiliation. I appre-
ciate that a lot. These are the students who
sometimes in the public school system are
deemed to be uneducable and, therefore,
are just moved through the system. The
Catholic schools have done our country a
great service by a special outreach to mi-
nority children, who make up 26 percent
of the enrollment of our Catholic schools.
This is a great service to those children
and their parents and our country.

Catholic schools have a proven record
of bringing out the best in every child, re-
gardless of their background. And every
school in America should live up to that
standard. We want our public schools to
live up to the standard you have set in
Catholic schools.

I signed what’s called the No Child Left
Behind Act. It is the most historic edu-
cation reform in a generation. It actually
passed with bipartisan support, which is un-
usual for Washington these days. [Laugh-
ter] Let me tell you a little bit about the
philosophy behind the law, and I think
you'll find it to be reminiscent.

First, the law assumes that every child
can learn and, therefore, expects every
child to learn. We've increased Federal
spending and now, for the first—at the
Federal level, primarily for Title I students,
many of whom would be—go to your
schools, if they went to the public—would
be eligible for this program—if they went
to public schools, many of your students
would be eligible for this program. But in
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return, we now expect results. See, we be-
lieve every child can learn, and therefore,
we’re saying to States, “You must measure
to show us whether a child has learned
to read and write and add and subtract.
And if not, let’s solve the problem early,
before it’s too late.”

In other words, we’ve introduced ac-
countability into the system for the first
time, insisted upon accountability, and then
said, “Let’s have enough money available
to correct problems.” And so now the
States must test regularly, every year. And
if the curriculum isn’t working, you change
it. And if it is working, there will be plenty
of praise. If the math programs aren’t
working, change them, because we now ex-
pect results. Because like the Catholic
schools, we believe in the worth of every
child. We're challenging the soft bigotry of
low expectations by raising the standard
and refusing to accept the status quo when
our children are not learning.

We've also done something different as
well. We've insisted that these schools post
results. It's an interesting phenomena to
see a parent react when the expectation
isn’t met for a public school. In other
words, everything may be fine, and all of
a sudden the test scores are revealed and,
oops, my school is not doing like I thought
it was doing and, therefore, I, a parent,
should become more involved in my child’s
school when I see failure.

But even beyond that, we've begun intro-
ducing to the system for the first time at
the Federal level the capacity to take Fed-
eral money and spend that money in the
private sector to get special tutorials. In
other words, if a child is trapped in a
school which is failing and won’t change,
after a reasonable period of time, there is
some money that follows the child and the
child can take that money—the parent can
take that money and get his or her child
additional tutoring at a public facility, pri-
vate charity, or at a Catholic school.

And so all of a sudden the No Child
Left Behind Act not only demands account-

ability, but we've also started to empower
parents to make additional choices for their
child when the child is trapped into a
school that won't change. And that in-
cludes, by the way, not only private tutoring
but also a additional public school, a dif-
ferent—in other words, what we’re trying
to do is introduce parental involvement
through accountability standards.

Parents, I believe—and I believe we
ought to expand this opportunity further,
which we're trying to do here in Wash-
ington, DC. And I want to describe to you
right quick what this administration has
done, where you can help a little bit in
perhaps influencing the process, to begin
what I think is a major reform.

As you know, the Government is respon-
sible for much of the education in Wash-
ington, DC. And so working with people
in Congress, we decided to expand on the
spirit of the No Child Left Behind Act
and introduce school choice here in Wash-
ington. Under this program, the Federal
Government would provide what’s called
scholarships to low-income families with
children in under-performing schools—
these families whose children clearly need
better choices; if youre going to an under-
performing school, you need a better
choice—would receive a scholarship of up
to $7,500, Federal money, to help meet
the cost of tuition at any school of the
parents’ choice, a private school or a Catho-
lic school, for that matter.

I suspect that this program would have
a lot of takers when we can get it funded,
because I think some parents, any parent,
regardless of his or her income status,
wants the best for their child. And when
they begin to feel like the school isn’t
meeting the child’s needs, it’s just natural
that they be looking for an alternative. The
Catholic school system here in DC provides
a really good alternative. And the Federal
Government is now willing to help fund
that alternative.

The good news is education is a priority
in DC. The Mayor, a good fellow and a
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strong leader, recognizes the advantages of
having a school choice program. Mayor
Tony Williams is a strong supporter of the
initiative we put forth on Capitol Hill. The
House passed a bill that provides $14 mil-
lion for this $7,500 per child scholarship
program. It is a part of the Senate omnibus
bill—that’s what we call it, an omnibus
bill—that has yet to be passed. The omni-
bus bill contains a lot of other parts of
the appropriations process. The Senate is
getting ready to come back into town. For
the sake of educational excellence and for
the sake of trusting parents to make the
right decision for their children, for the
sake, really, of helping to begin a change
in education around the country, for the
sake of helping the Catholic schools in the
DC area fulfill their mission, meet their
obligation, and to continue doing the excel-
lent work they’re doing, the Senate needs
to pass this bill and make school choice
in Washington, DC, a reality.

I want to build on this vital reform. I'm
going to ask Congress to provide 50 million
new dollars in this year’s budget for what
we call a national choice incentive fund.
The program would award Federal grants
to communities and organizations that help
students, especially those from low-income
families and those trapped in under-per-
forming schools, to find a better education,
become seed money for additional pro-
grams like the DC choice program I just
described to you.

The initiative has a simple goal, vet it’s
a profound goal, to help more parents send
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their children to the school that is best
for them, no matter what kind of school
it is. When parents have more control over
their children’s education, children have a
better chance to learn, schools have a bet-
ter incentive to improve.

Much of what is behind the No Child
Left Behind Act, the spirit and the philos-
ophy of the No Child Left Behind Act,
came from the examples set by the Catholic
schools. It’s a sense of what is possible.
It is a sense that everybody has worth, that
each soul matters. And therefore, we will
not accept systems that just shuffle people
through.

Everyone involved in the National Catho-
lic Education Association can look back
with pride over 100 years of excellence.
And that’'s what were here to celebrate
today, 100 years of excellence. You are
serving God by serving our children. You
are making America a stronger and more
compassionate country, one child at a time.
Congratulations and thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Bishop Gregory J.
Aymond of Austin, TX; Dorian Anderson,
wife of Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight of
the Knights of Columbus; and Theodore Car-
dinal McCarrick, Archbishop of Washington,
DC. He also referred to Title I of the Im-
proving America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Pub-
lic Law No. 103-382), which amended Title
I of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (Public Law No. 89-10).



Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Jan. 10

Memorandum on the Safety, Health, and Return-to-Employment (SHARE)

Initiative

January 9, 2004

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: The Safety, Health, and Return-
to-Employment (SHARE) Initiative

The cost of Federal workplace injuries,
when measured by workers” compensation
losses, is more than $2 billion and 2 million
lost production days annually. In fiscal year
2003, the Federal workforce of almost 2.7
million filed more than 168,000 injury
claims. Behind these numbers lie pain and
suffering by workers and their families.
Clearly, Government agencies should strive
to do more to improve workplace safety
and health and reduce the costs of injury
to workers and taxpayers. Many workplace
injuries are preventable.

Therefore, I am establishing SHARE:
Safety, Health, and Return-to-Employment
Initiative, a safe workplace initiative for fis-
cal years 2004-2006. The initiative’s four
goals cover the most important elements
of a strong safety and health management
program: lower workplace injury and illness
case rates, lower lost-time injury and illness
case rates, timely reporting of injuries and
illnesses, and fewer lost days resulting from
work injuries and illnesses. The Secretary
of Labor will lead the SHARE Initiative
and will measure the performance of each
department and agency against the goals.
I direct all executive branch departments
and agencies to participate in SHARE for
this 3-year period.

The President’s Radio Address
January 10, 2004

Good morning. As the year 2004 begins,
America’s economy is strong and getting

Each department and agency will col-
laborate with the Department of Labor to
establish challenging annual goals based on
its current performance in the four areas.
The Department of Labor will measure and
track agency performance, and will report
to me annually on each agency’s progress
towards meeting its goals. The Department
of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health
Administration and Office of Workers’
Compensation Programs will also work with
Federal departments and agencies to de-
velop new workplace strategies to improve
safety and health at high injury rate sites,
assist them in improving the timeliness of
reporting claims through electronic and
other means, and guide them in providing
suitable work and tools for injured and dis-
abled employees.

Federal supervisors and managers must
focus management tools and resources on
eliminating unsafe and unhealthy working
conditions. Federal employees should be
encouraged to perform their jobs safely, ef-
fectively, and alertly to remain injury-free.
Dedication to ensuring our Government
workforce family is safe and healthy pre-
serves the resources of Government and
helps promote the delivery of Government
services to the American people.

GEORGE W. BusH
NOTE: An original was not available for

verification of the content of this memo-
randum.

stronger. More Americans than ever own
their own homes. More businesses are
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investing. More manufacturers are seeing
increased activity than at any time in the
last 20 years. Stock market wealth has in-
creased by more than $3 trillion over the
past year. And over the past 5 months,
more than a quarter-million Americans
started work at new jobs. In December,
the unemployment rate fell to 5.7 percent,
from a high of 6.3 percent last June.

This latest report underscores a choice
about the future of our economy and the
future of those who are looking for work.
We can continue on the path to prosperity
and new jobs, a path marked by a
progrowth agenda that has cut taxes on pay-
checks for 109 million American taxpayers,
or we can reverse the course by raising
taxes on hard-working Americans. The
choice is clear. Tax relief has got this econ-
omy going again, and tax relief will keep
it moving forward.

In my budget for the upcoming fiscal
year, I will call on Congress to make per-
manent all the tax relief we have delivered
to the American people and our Nation’s
small businesses. If Congress fails to act,
this tax relief will disappear, and millions
of American families and small businesses
would see tax hikes starting in 2005. For
the sake of our economic expansion and
for the sake of millions of Americans who
depend on small businesses for their jobs,
we need Congress to act and to make tax
relief permanent.

Every American who pays income taxes
got a tax cut. They should keep that tax
cut in the future. American families saw
the child credit double to $1,000 per child.
They should keep that higher credit. Amer-
ican investors, including millions of seniors,
saw taxes fall on dividend income and in-
vestment gains. They should keep that tax
relief. American small businesses received
new tax incentives to invest in equipment
and software. They should keep those in-
centives. Every American family, including
every farmer, rancher, and small-business
owner, will see the death tax disappear in
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2010 then reappear in 2011. But the death
tax should stay buried.

Now is not the time to turn our backs
on America’s families and workers and en-
trepreneurs by letting much-needed tax re-
lief expire. Making tax relief permanent is
a simple step that would keep our economy
growing so that every American who wants
to work can find a job.

We must continue to take other steps
to promote growth and job creation
throughout our economy. We must pro-
mote free and fair trade, reform our class
action system, and help businesses and
their employees address the problem of ris-
ing health care costs.

To serve the economic needs of our
country, we must also reform our immigra—
tion laws. Reform must begin by con-
fronting a basic fact of life and economics:
Some of the jobs being generated in Amer-
ica’s growing economy are jobs American
citizens are not filling. This past week, I
proposed a new temporary-worker program
that would match willing foreign workers
with willing American employers when no
Americans can be found to fill the jobs.
If an American employer is offering a job
that American citizens are not willing to
take, we ought to welcome into our country
a person who will fill that job.

This temporary-worker program rep-
resents the best tradition of our society.
It will help strengthen our economy, return
order to our immigration system, and se-
cure our homeland.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:54 a.m.
on January 9 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
anuary 10. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 9 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.
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The President’s News Conference With President Vicente Fox of Mexico

in Monterrey, Mexico
January 12, 2004

President Fox. Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen. President Bush, welcome
to Mexico, and welcome to Monterrey. We
receive you with great enthusiasm, the way
we are receiving the leaders of the coun-
tries of America. We have great expecta-
tions in order to work in this extraordinary
Summit of the Americas.

In order to know each other better—
all of us leaders that have responsibilities
in America—it’'s best to analyze extraor-
dinary matters that have been brought
about in the last few years, since the last
meeting of the Americas. While checking
and making a revision on these matters,
we can give broad solutions to the prob-
lems—economic and poverty problems in
a great part of the continent; perhaps solu-
tions to the problems of human capital, so-
cial capital in our respective countries; and
likewise deal, as we have been doing in
every single meeting, the safety and secu-
rity matters, going deep inside the prob-
lems of corruption, making sure that in our
countries, democracy should be there and
the state of law should be there. So this
meeting will enable us to give steps forward
in all these multilateral topics.

Likewise, we have had a bilateral meet-
ing—and I will mention this later on, a
couple of matters, important matters in ref-
erence to this bilateral conversation. First
of all, relating to the migration topic, Presi-
dent Bush has given us in full detail and
has told us once again the proposal made
in the United States for the migration mat-
ters and the policy that should be checked
upon that—that topic. It's a sovereign mat-
ter of the United States.

Consequently, this migration proposal is
analyzed according to the different con-
versations that President Bush and Presi-
dent Fox, myself, even when he was a Gov-
ernor in the State of Texas and I was a

Governor in the State of Guanajuato. Since
that time, we have been touching upon this
subject, and we did that in the first meeting
in Rancho San Cristobal in the State of
Guanajuato. We did it once again, and we
spoke about migration. We have been doing
this in each one of the different meetings.

So I would like to give full acknowledge-
ment that part of the conversations, a great
part of the conversations have been col-
lected and analyzed. But this is a proposal
made by the President of the United States.
We totally agree and are aware that the
proposal should be discussed, broadly dis-
cussed, analyzed, particularly in the Con-
gress of the United States. Consequently,
we should give full time so that the ide:
well, the idea should mature, and it should
definitely be approved.

So for us in Mexico, this is a very impor-
tant step forward on what has to do with
the relationship between the two countries,
on what has to do with the migration flow.
It is a topic with a great priority for our
countries, for both countries. This proposal
opens an opportunity to have a certain
movement, a certain situation, important
for many millions of Mexicans. It is a pri-
ority. It is a valuable proposal, and by all
means, it will have to do with the improve-
ment of the situation of these migrants,
but it will have to do as well with the
strengthening of our respective econo-
mies—that on the one hand.

On the other, the topic that we have
been dealing with is the initiative of North
America, by means of which both Govern-
ments want to work with very specific ob-
jectives so as to create a greater economic
growth, increase productivity and competi-
tiveness within the region through the re-
duction of costs, and facilitating trade flows,
promoting development of common mar-
kets in different specific sectors. And it has
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as an objective to establish a security re-
gional framework protecting Mexico, the
United States, and Canada from terrorism.

Several tables, working tables, analyze
the normalization of different standards
within the market in automobiles, food, ag-
riculture products, construction materials,
and consumption goods. Likewise, there’s
a table that has to do with trade and serv-
ices. Another one is working on energy;
another one in scientific and technological
cooperation; another one, regional coopera-
tion on trade and investment. Con-
sequently, it is a great effort so as to
achieve the objectives that I just men-
tioned.

President Bush, once again, thank you
for visiting us. Thank you for being here.
This summit, this meeting, will allow us
to be near the different Presidents, the dif-
ferent leaders of Latin America, the Carib-
bean area, Central America, and by all
means North America. And it will be for
the good of this continent in the future.
Thank you.

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Laura and I are—really appreciate
your hospitality. We want to thank you and
Marta for being our friends. I remember
well our visit to your ranch. And to this
end, we would like to extend an invitation
to both you and the First Lady of Mexico
to visit our ranch on March the 5th and
6th. I hope you can find—I hope it’s a
convenient date for you on your calendar
because we’d love to have you there.

The bonds of friendship and shared val-
ues between our two nations are strong.
We have worked together to overcome
many mutual challenges, and that work is
yielding results. Today, Mexico is America’s
second largest trading partner, and we are
Mexico’s largest. Every day, thousands of
Americans and Mexicans cross the border
in both directions for reason of commerce
and tourism. And many Americans settle—
many Mexicans settle in America, bringing
with them optimism and a strong desire
to succeed. They come to fulfill their
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dreams, and in the process they enrich our
Nation.

Last week, I proposed a new temporary-
worker program that will help further the
cause of safe, legal, and orderly migration.
This temporary-worker program will match
Wﬂhng foreign workers with willing Amer-
ican employers when no Americans can be
found to fill the jobs. Under this program,
undocumented workers currently in the
United States will be able to come out of
the shadows and establish legal identities.
All participants in the program will be
issued a temporary-worker card that will
allow them to travel back and forth be-
tween their home and the United States
without fear of being denied reentry into
our country.

This plan is not amnesty, placing undocu-
mented workers on the automatic path of
citizenship. 1 oppose amnesty because it en-
courages the violation of our laws and per-
petuates illegal immigration. My proposal
expects that most temporary workers will
eventually return permanently to their
home countries when the period of work
that I will be negotiating with the Congress
has expired. And I think it'’s important to
give financial incentives to those workers
in order for them to make the decision
to return home permanently.

I'll work with President Fox and other
leaders on a plan to give temporary workers
credit in their home countries’ retirement
systems for the time they worked in the
United States. I support making it easier
for temporary workers to contribute a por-
tion of their earnings to tax-preferred sav-
ings accounts, money they can collect as
they return to their native countries.

Under this program, the United States
will benefit from the honest labor of for-
eign workers. Our neighbors will benefit
as productive citizens return home with
money to invest and to spend in their own
nation’s economy. This program will be
more humane, humane to workers, and will
live up to the highest ideals of our nations.
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While my Nation benefits from the
dreams that newcomers bring to America,
I believe that people should be better able
to achieve their dreams at their own home.
The best way in the long term to reduce
the pressures that create illegal immigration
is to expand economic opportunity in coun-
tries at both ends of an immigrant’s jour-
ney. This is why President Fox and I are
committed to free and fair trade. We've
seen it lift both our nations and our econo-
mies. Since 1994, trade between our two
countries has grown from $100 billion to
$232 billion. We will continue to work to-
gether and with Canada to enhance North
American prosperity and security.

We're also working to reduce the cost
of sending money home to families and
local communities. These remittances ex-
ceed $10 billion per year. But the cost of
such transfers reduces the amount of
money that hardworking people can return
to their families. Our two countries have
made it a priority to keep hard-earned
money in the hands of those who need
it most. In recent years, our efforts under
our U.S.-Mexico Partnership for Prosperity
Initiative have reduced the cost of remit-
tances by almost 60 percent.

Two years ago, in this city, world leaders
agreed on a vision to expand opportunity
and spread prosperity throughout the hemi-
sphere. With this year’s Special Summit,
we continue to put that vision into action.
Through the Inter-American Development
Bank, we are expanding access to credit
for small-business entrepreneurs, the key
engines of growth and job creation for any
nation’s economy. We're helping nations
improve their legal systems to protect prop-
erty rights so that owners can use their
property as collateral to finance the pur-
chase of a home or to start a business.
We're investing in the health and education
of our peoples, and were intensifying our
common fight against corruption.

President Fox and I will also continue
our efforts to support democracy in the
region. We will work with the Organization

of American States to ensure the integrity
of the Presidential recall and referendum
process underway in Venezuela. And as
part of our effort to protect the institutions
of democracy in Bolivia, we will cochair
the initial meeting of the Bolivia Support
Group in Washington this coming Friday.

Our bilateral relationship is strong. This
summit’s agenda is full. The United States
will continue to work with our friends in
the neighborhood in a spirit of common
purpose and mutual respect.

Thank you, Mr. President.

Temporary-Worker Program/Airport
Security

Q. Question for both of you. President
Fox, once more on migrating matters, what
else did the Mexican Government propose?
What else can we expect for the Mexican
workers? Can we aspire the same treatment
of the Canadian ones without any ap-
proaches? What are the purposes in ref-
erence to migrants? Does this have election
purposes? And will the United States avoid
violating the human rights in our airports?
What is the question, and the question is
addressed for both Presidents. Thank you.

President Fox. First of all, T would like
to say, what else can we wish? What we
want is the plan presented by President
Bush. We hope that the plan has a happy
ending, through the political process that
should be followed within the United States
so that it can be approved in the Congress
of the United States.

I would say that this is what we want.
The plan, as it was mentioned before, is
a very important step forward for many
Mexican workers in the United States.
Those that have the direct benefit of this
will recognize and acknowledge this pro-
posal that has a great importance for them.
Not only because they can see that their
labor rights and their human rights are
completely respected there but there is a
human face on this proposal, a human face
that has to do with the families of these
workers. Consequently, for us it is a plan
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that meets the demands and its measures.
And our will should be to support the plan
to be achieved and go on.

In reference to safety matters on the air-
ports and the flights, that is a sovereign
decision in Mexico to implement these
safety and security programs within the air-
ports and within the Mexican airlines. So
we are not violating any human right of
any sort of citizen. What were doing is
paying special attention so as to avoid ter-
rorist acts, violent acts within the Mexican
territory or within the Mexican airlines.

And in this same approach, we mention
that there’s no direct intervention of no
official personnel, policemen, agents—di-
rect intervention, direct participation in op-
erations that have to do with the assurance
of this task within the Mexican airports or
within the Mexican airlines. What we do
have is a participation and an exchange
with the personnel, the liaison personnel,
the link personnel for security. We ex-
change information so as to do our work
much better.

We reject any other sort of information,
different information that has been brought
about that in these activities—well, we can
state that only Mexican personnel partici-
pates, agents of the airlines or agents of
security here in Mexico. Thus, there is no
intervention in the direct operation of any
other official agent from abroad. It is the
liaison officers, the link offices; we ex-
change information the way we agreed
upon with President Bush since the begin-
ning of our conversations in Rancho San
Cristobal.

And we have a mutual trust—that’s the
way we started—so that the security and
safety institutions would trust each other,
they could have an exchange of informa-
tion, and they could be very, very efficient
in their work. Never, never before had we
reached efficiency level fighting organized
crime, guaranteeing the security and safety
of the different passengers, stopping, let’s
say, loads of drug, drug trafficking the way
we have been achieving this in the last
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few years, based upon mutual trust and
based on this coordinated work between
the two parts.

President Bush. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate your wonderful cooperation that we've
achieved between our two countries. You've
just articulated that level of cooperation in
a way that I don’t think I ever could. So
that's my answer to the second question
you asked.

My answer to the first question you
asked is that I proposed this change in im-
migration law because I think it is the right
thing to do. It recognizes the reality of
our country. The President and I talked
about whether or not—the ramifications of
this initiative to Mexico. But the migration
policy applies to all foreign workers. But
the truth of the matter is, the vast majority
of foreign workers in America are from
Mexico. We know that in Texas very well.
And T repeat to you that this is—these
workers are a benefit to my country. These
are hard-working, decent, honorable people
that are in our country because—to fill jobs
that others won’t take, on the one hand,
and also to make a living, to put money
to get money and to send money back to
their families. There is a deep human de-
sire for a mother or a father to provide
for his or her family. And that's how I
view the motivations of good, decent Mexi-
can citizens working in our country.

And it seems like to me, it makes sense
to have laws that treat people with respect.
We are a country of law. Rule of law is
important in America. And therefore, we
ought to not have a system that is based
upon a undocumented underclass but a sys-
tem that is based upon law.

And so I—you said something about poli-
tics—yes, there’s politics involved. But the
reason I made—and there will be politics
probably involved in whether or not it
passes Congress. But the reason I proposed
the initiative is because it is the right thing
for America to do.
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Iraq

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, President
Fox. My question is about Iraq. The death
toll in Iraq, the American death toll, is ap-
proaching 500. I wonder whether you have
any reservations now about whether that
toll is worth it to achieve your objectives
in Iraq and the Middle East.

President Fox, you had a disagreement
with the President going into the war. I
wonder whether you aired that out during
your meeting just now, whether you now
see eye-to-eye on postwar Iraq. Thank you.

President Bush. A democratic, free Iraq
is in the national interests of our country.
A free country in the midst of the Middle
East will make America more secure and,
matter of fact, make any country more se-
cure. And the decision I made was a tough
decision.

We've had discussions prior to the deci-
sion and after the decision. Vicente Fox
is a good enough friend for him to be able
to express his opinion to me without the
loss of friendship, and he didn’t agree with
the decision I made. But the decision I
made was the right one for America, and
history will prove it’s the right one for the
world. And we will stay the course until
the job is done.

And the job is getting done. Iraq is more
free every day. The citizens are begin-
ning—the lives of the citizens are improv-
ing every day. And one thing is for certain,
there won’t be any more mass graves and
torture rooms and rape rooms. The tyrant
will no longer come back to threaten the
Iragi people. These people will be able to
live in—these Iraqi citizens will not only
be able to live in a free society; theyll
be able to live in a society that is free
from one of the most brutal dictators in
the world’s history.

President Fox. As a democratic nation,
to meet the challenge of terrorism, to make
sure that terrorism is eradicated from the
face of this world—that’s our challenge
today, and that's what we work on. It is

why we congratulate the U.S. Government
that they withheld Saddam Hussein, and
he will be taken to trial, to judgment. We
fully support that, and we congratulate
President Bush and the United States for
that very important accomplishment, which
is for the better of all nations, all families,
all people in the world that would want
to live in peace without terrorism.

Free Trade Agreements

Q. Good afternoon. My question is ad-
dressed for both Presidents, if you can real-
ly talk about a free trade agreement—Iin-
audible]—North America, between Mexico,
United States, and Canada, in the midst
of all the problems of commercial exchange
such as transportation, food, agricultural
sector. Second question: Can you achieve
a free trade agreement of the Americas
with the opposition of many countries such
as Brazil and Venezuela?

President Fox. Well, in the case of a free
trade agreement of North America, we
have clearly pointed out many a time that
it has been successful for Mexico. We are
very much satisfied with what has been
achieved in the last 10 years. Mexico is
the ninth economy in the world. It has
enabled Mexico to have the size of the
seventh power for exports in the world and
a per capita income going beyond, let’s say,
$6,000, the highest in Latin America. These
are things that have been brought about
because of this relation that has been estab-
lished. And we have worked upon that for
10 years.

I read a report of the ILO about Latin
America and unemployment and wages and
salaries of the different workers. And Mex-
ico has the best, let’s say, rate on unem-
ployment in Latin America, improving the
situation, improving the actual wages of the
workers in Latin America—the only one
in Latin America. And by all means, this
is coming from the free trade agreements.
Consequently, we are satisfied with the free
trade agreement, and it should continue op-
erating and working with success.
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On a parallel basis, we have thought
about the Initiative of North America to
thrust and develop our economies much
more, achieving competitiveness and pro-
ductivity, generating jobs and quality of life
in our respective countries. It is a parallel,
an additional pathway.

And as President Bush already men-
tioned in reference to the Association for
Prosperity—the document known as Part-
nership For Prosperity, that’s the name of
the document—it has many—/[inaudible]—
we work day by day so as to thrust and
improve the document. So we're giving
steps forward in this direction—that on the
one hand.

On the other, as a consequence of this,
Mexico is a passionate promoter of the free
trade agreements in the Americas. We are
totally in favor of the free trade agreement
for the American Continent, by all means.
And we’re working in favor and working
actively so that it will be achieved as soon
as possible. We received with great satisfac-
tion the results of the last meeting in
Miami, Florida, where the agreement is to
continue building this free trade agreement
so as to have it ready on the foreseen dates
that we thought about. So we are working
enthusiastically in this field.

By all means, we do not only want a
free trade agreement but we want a very
good free trade agreement, an agreement
with quality and that has to do with trade
that would take development to the less
developed countries, the poorest countries
in our continent, that could take develop-
ment to the different regions where there’s
greater poverty in our continent. And that
is the fundamental purpose of this agree-
ment.

Trade promotes development, undoubt-
edly. Trade undoubtedly promotes the re-
duction of poverty. And trade and relations
amongst countries promote human capital.
So we are absolutely in favor of trusting
and supporting this agreement.

President Bush. It's helped America; it’s
helped Mexico; it’s helped Canada. T think
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we need to move the process forward—
the President and I discussed that earlier
today—with the North American Initiative.

The President is absolutely right. The
best way to eradicate poverty is to encour-
age trade between nations. Trade gives
people hope and provides opportunity. Ob-
viously, that must be coupled with
anticorruption measures, like the President
has done here in Mexico. It must be cou-
pled with good education measures. At this
meeting, we're going to talk about ways
to get capital into the hands of the entre-
preneurial classes of respective countries.
But without trade, there’s going to be—
it's going to be hard for some people to
find opportunity.

And so I hope those who have expressed
some opposition about the free trade agree-
ment of the Americas look at the facts.
And the fact is that NAFTA has lifted lives
and ended poverty in some parts of our—
in our neighborhood. And to this end, the
United States will not only push for the
free trade agreement of the Americas; we
will continue trade agreements with coun-
tries like Chile—we just concluded one
with Chile—but with the Central American
countries, Andean countries. We believe in
trade. We believe it’s in the interest of
the neighborhood that we trade freely.

Paul O’Neill

Q. Thank you, President Fox. President
Bush, is it true, as your former Treasury
Secretary Paul O’Neill says, that you started
planning for the invasion of Iraq within
days of your inauguration? Do you feel be-
trayed? And should he have released those
documents?

President Bush. First, let me say I appre-
ciate former Secretary O'Neill's service to
our country. We worked together during
some difficult times. We worked together
when the country was in recession, and
now were coming out of recession, which
is positive news. We worked together when
America was attacked on September the
11th, which changed how I viewed the
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world. September the 11th made me real-
ize that America was no longer protected
by oceans and we had to take threats very
seriously, no matter where they may be
materializing.

And no, the stated policy of my adminis-
tration towards Saddam Hussein was very
clear. Like the previous administration, we
were for regime change. And in the initial
stages of the administration, as you might
remember, we were dealing with Desert
Badger or fly-overs and fly-betweens and
looks, and so we were fashioning policy
along those lines. And then, all of a sudden,
September the 11th hit. And as the Presi-
dent of the United States, my most solemn
obligation is to protect the security of the
American people. That’s my—to me that’s
the most solemn thing an American Presi-
dent or any President must do. And I took
that duty very seriously.

And as you know, not only did we deal
with the Taliban, we gave—working
through the United Nations and working
through the international community, we
made it clear that Saddam Hussein should
disarm. And like he had done with a lot
of previous resolutions, he ignored the

world’s demands. And now he’s no longer
in power, and the world is better for it.
The Iraqi people are better for it; America
is better for it; Mexico is better for it. The
world is more peaceful as a result of Sad-
dam Hussein not being in power.

And the task at hand, Mr. President—
and he and I—he knows this fully well—
is to make sure that the aspirations of the
Iragi people are allowed to flourish. And
we’ll get there. It's a tough task right now.
It's hard work, but we’ve done hard work
in the past. And a free Iraq is going to
be in the world’s interest.

Thank you very much.

President Fox. Thank you, Mr. President.
Good afternoon.

NoTE: The President’'s news conference
began at 2:12 p.m. at the Quinta Real Hotel.
In his remarks, President Bush referred to
Marta Sahagun de Fox, wife of President
Fox; and former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq. President Fox and some reporters
spoke in Spanish, and their remarks were
translated by an interpreter. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Ricardo Lagos of Chile in

Monterrey
January 12, 2004

President Bush. Listen, I'm honored to
be here with el Presidente de Chile, Ri-
cardo Lagos. Mr. President, thank you for
your leadership and friendship. We have
had a very close working relationship. And
the people of the world should take notice
of the fact that Chile and America nego-
tiated and finalized a free trade agreement,
a free trade agreement which is in the in-
terests of the people of America and the
people of Chile. It’s an example of the bi-
lateral trade relationships that my Govern-
ment thinks is important.

But beyond that, we've got a relationship
based upon shared values. The President
is a strong leader who believes in human
dignity and human rights and in freedom.
And for that, Mr. President, I'm grateful
for your strong voice here in our neighbor-
hood. It’s good to see you again, sir. Thank
you. You're looking good these days.

[At this point, President Lagos spoke in
Spanish, and no translation was provided.
He then continued in English.]
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President Lagos. Your Spanish is improv-
ing. [Laughter]

President Bush. Thank you. I appreciate
that.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. at
the Presidente InterContinental Hotel. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Statement on the Next Steps in a Strategic Partnership With India

January 12, 2004

In November 2001, Prime Minister
Vajpayee and I committed our countries
to a strategic partnership. Since then, our
two countries have strengthened bilateral
cooperation significantly in several areas.
Today we announce the next steps in im-
plementing our shared vision.

The United States and India agree to
expand cooperation in three specific areas:
civilian nuclear activities, civilian space pro-
grams, and high-technology trade. In addi-
tion, we agree to expand our dialog on mis-
sile defense. Cooperation in these areas will
deepen the ties of commerce and friend-
ship between our two nations and will in-
crease stability in Asia and beyond.

The proposed cooperation will progress
through a series of reciprocal steps that
will build on each other. It will include
expanded engagement on nuclear regu-
latory and safety issues and missile defense,
ways to enhance cooperation in peaceful
uses of space technology, and steps to cre-
ate the appropriate environment for suc-

cessful high-technology commerce. In order
to combat the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, relevant laws, regulations,
and procedures will be strengthened, and
measures to increase bilateral and inter-
national cooperation in this area will be
employed. These cooperative efforts will be
undertaken in accordance with our respec-
tive national laws and international obliga-
tions.

The expanded cooperation launched
today is an important milestone in trans-
forming the relationship between the
United States and India. That relationship
is based increasingly on common values and
common interests. We are working together
to promote global peace and prosperity. We
are partners in the war on terrorism, an
we are partners in controlling the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction and
the means to deliver them.

The vision of U.S.-India strategic part-
nership that Prime Minister Vajpayee and
I share is now becoming a reality.

Remarks at the Inauguration Ceremony of the Special Summit of the

Americas in Monterrey
January 12, 2004

Mr. President, I thank you for your won-
derful hospitality. First Lady, thank you as
well. Please thank the people of this gra-
cious city for hosting such a distinguished
group of leaders, spouses, citizens of the
world.
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Two years ago in this city, world leaders
formed the Monterrey Consensus. We
pledged to work for government that is re-
sponsive to the basic needs of every human
being and for policies that promote oppor-
tunity for all. At this year’s summit, we
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are embracing the challenge of imple-
menting that consensus to bring all the
hemisphere’s people into an expanding cir-
cle of development.

To advance these goals, my Nation revo-
lutionized the way we provide aid, and we
substantially increased our aid to devel-
oping countries. Under our new Compact
for Development, U.S. assistance is linked
to good governments, investment in people,
and economic freedom. Development as-
sistance should light a path to reform and
economic growth rather than perpetuate
the need for further aid.

The nations of this hemisphere must
identify concrete steps to implement the
noble ideas of the Monterrey Consensus.
We must work to provide quality education
and quality health care for all our citizens,
especially for those suffering from HIV/
AIDS. We must also chart a clear course
toward a vibrant free market that will help
lift people out of poverty and create a
healthy middle class. We must increase the
credit available to small businesses that
generate the majority of jobs in all our
economies and reduce the time that it takes
to start a business. We must strengthen
property rights so that land can be lever-
aged as a source of capital to start busi-
nesses or hire new workers. And we must
lower the cost of sending money home to
the families of hard-working men and
women who are earning a living abroad.

Over the long term, trade is the most
certain path to lasting prosperity. The
openness of our market is the key driver
of growth in the region and a testament
to the United States’ belief in the mutual
benefits of trade. Last year, about 83 per-
cent of Latin America’s exports to the
United States, roughly $176 billion worth
of goods, entered my country duty-free. My
country is committed to free and fair trade
for this hemisphere through the Free Trade
Area of the Americas and through the
growing number of bilateral free trade
agreements we have completed and are ne-

gotiating. Our NAFTA partners have been
vital free trade allies for 10 years now.

Our free trade agreement with Chile en-
tered into force on the first of this year.
We're completing a free trade agreement
with our Central American partners. This
week we'll launch negotiations with the Do-
minican Republic, and soon we’ll begin ne-
gotiations with Panama and some of our
Andean friends. Once completed, these
free trade agreements will cover more than
two-thirds of the GDP of America’s neigh-
bors.

The essential foundations of prosperity
and progress remain democracy and the
rule of law. All nations must prevail in the
fight against corruption. We must deny safe
haven to corrupt officials and create a cul-
ture of transparency in the Americas. Today
I signed a proclamation denying corrupt of-
ficials entry into my country. I urge other
countries to take similar actions.

At past summits, we resolved that de-
mocracy is the only legitimate form of gov-
ernment in this hemisphere and that the
peoples of the Americas have an obligation
to promote it and defend it. Those govern-
ments in our hemisphere that have re-
sponded by supporting democracy can be
proud. Our unity and support of democratic
institutions, constitutional processes, and
basic liberties gives hope and strength to
those struggling to preserve their God-given
rights, whether in Venezuela or Haiti or
Bolivia.

And through our democratic example, we
must continue to stand with the brave peo-
ple of Cuba, who for nearly half a century
have endured the tyrannies and repression.
Dictatorship has no place in the Americas.
We must all work for a rapid, peaceful
transition to democracy in Cuba. Together
we will succeed, because the spirit of lib-
erty still thrives, even in the darkest corners
of Castro’s prisons.

We have great opportunities to work to-
gether to improve the quality of life for
all the people of this hemisphere. To real-
ize our common vision, we must set goals
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that are specific and measurable. In doing
so, we will affirm our determination to suc-
ceed and to give hope to millions.

Together we will implement the
Monterrey Consensus, lift all our nations,
and show the world that free societies and
free markets can deliver real benefits to
our citizens.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:12 p.m. at
the Parque Fundidora. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Vicente Fox of Mexico
and his wife, Marta Sahagun de Fox; and
President Fidel Castro of Cuba.

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Paul Martin of
Canada and an Exchange With Reporters in Monterrey

January 13, 2004

President Bush. The Prime Minister and
I just had a very constructive meeting. He’s
a straightforward fellow. He’s easy to talk
to. We talked about a lot of issues. We
reaffirmed the important relationship be-
tween Canada and the United States. It’s
a vital relationship. It is a relationship that
is important for a lot of reasons. The most
important reason is that we share the same
values of family and human dignity and
treating people decently, and I really look
forward to working with Prime Minister
Martin.

Prime Minister Martin. Well, T can cer-
tainly say the same thing. We share a con-
tinent, and we share values, and we share
a perspective on what’s the best thing for
our people. And essentially, working to-
gether is really the way we are going to
do the best thing for our people.

We discussed a number of individual
issues, and I think that we made a lot of
progress. And so I feel very good about
the meeting, and I feel very good about
the relationship.

President Bush. We'll answer a couple,
two questions a side. Welll start with
Lindlaw [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press].

Iraqi Reconstruction Contracts/Canada-U.S.
Relations

Q. Mr. President, thank you. Dr. Rice
hinted last week that Canada might be con-
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sidered in a new round of contracting for
Iraq reconstruction. Where exactly does
that stand?

And Mr. Prime Minister, you supported
your predecessor’s decision to abstain from
the Iraq war. Is there any reason to think
this relationship is going to thaw out now?

President Bush. That assumes there was
a freeze. And 1 didn’t feel there was. I
understood why people disagreed with the
decision I took.

Secondly, yes, when I talked to Prime
Minister Martin on our first phone call,
I told him that Canada would be given
serious consideration for contracting. Here’s
the—what’s going to happen is that, first
of all, they've been very strong supporters
of the Madrid Conference. They want Iraq
to succeed. They want Iraq to be free.
They understand the stakes with having a
free country in the midst of the Middle
East. And Canada right now is eligible for
subcontracting bids in the first round of
construction projects. In the second round,
the second tranche of bidding, Canada will
be eligible to bid.

Prime Minister Martin. Yes, essentially,
I think that—and I think this really shows
how it can work—we had a very good tele-
phone conversation before Christmas, and
that subsequently, our officials went to
work, and that Canada will be eligible to
bid on all of the construction contracts in
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the next tranche. And we will—at the same
time, there are a whole bunch of non-con-
struction contracts, service contracts that
are coming out immediately in which we
will be entitled to bid. And so I think that
it actually does show that working together,
you can arrive at a reasonable solution.

If youll forgive me for a second, Mr.
President, we have two languages in Can-
ada.

[A¢ this point, the Prime Minister repeated
his remarks in French.]

President Bush. Do you want to call on
a Canadian reporter?
Prime Minister Martin. Sure.

Mad Cow Disease

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us, given
the mad cow crisis that’s currently affecting
both of our countries, how will you work
with our Prime Minister to help resolve
the issue?

President Bush. This is an issue that’s
going to require close coordination between
our two countries. We've got a lot of beef
going across our border. We've got beef
on the hoof and beef in the box. And the
cattle industries are very important for our
respective provinces and States. And the
best way to make sure that we’re able to
satisfy the consumers in both our countries
as well as around the world is, there ought
to be very close coordination on regulation,
on information, and on the science.

And I'm confident that we’ll be able to
assure those who buy Canadian and/or U.S.
beef that the products they buy are safe.
It’s just going to require a very close co-
ordination between our Secretaries of Agri-
culture, which we are committed to doing.
As a matter of fact, theyll be meeting, I
believe, sometime this week.

Prime Minister Martin. This is a North
American industry, and the solutions are
science-based. And those science-based so-
lutions are going to be arrived at between
the two of us, and that’s where the coordi-
nation comes in.

President Bush. You know, I personally
haven't stopped eating beef. I like to eat
beef and will continue eating beef, because
I believe the food supply is safe. But we
fully understand that we will work together
to make sure that we address as many con-
cerns as possible in a scientifically based
way.

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].

Space Program

Q. Mr. President, thank you. Can Amer-
ica afford a major shift in the space pro-
gram, to go back to the moon and then
on to Mars?

President Bush. Yes, Tl be saying that
tomorrow. Thank you for—have you read
the speech yet, Steve?

Q. No.

President Bush. Because you know I——

Q. I was hoping to get some excerpts.

President Bush. speech at the White
House. Yes, I'll lay out the program—I'm
going to give a speech tomorrow at our
NASA Headquarters about America’s ap-
proach to space exploration. I really don’t
want to give you the details because I want
you to pay attention to what I have to
say. But I will tell you that the spirit is
going to be one of continued exploration,
is to find—seeking new horizons and in-
vesting in a program that is—that meets
that objective. And I'll lay it out tomorrow.

Thank you.

Prime Minister Martin. Let me just say,
I'm glad to see that were not the only
Government that’s afraid of a leak. [Laugh-
ter]

President Bush. That’s right.

Passport Agreement/Deportation

Q. Mr. President, on the passport agree-
ment, does that signal a special status for
Canada in terms of U.S. matters of national
security? And can you assure Canada that
beyond notifying the potential for deporting
a Canadian citizen, that it would not deport
a Canadian citizen to a third country that
might torture them?
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President Bush. What I can assure Can-
ada is that we will do everything we can—
will do to protect our country from attack.
That’s one thing I will assure, which should
make Canadians very happy to hear, be-
cause we've got a lot of Canadians living
in the United States, and we've got a lot
of Canadians with relatives in the United
States.

Secondly, I will assure Canadians that we
will work very closely with the Martin Gov-
ernment on issues—passport issues. And
one of the things that I promised him is
that there will be prior notification prior
to any consideration of deportation. We
owe it to the Government to be forth-
coming and forthright.

Listen, Canada and America have got a
special status already. You said “special sta-
tus”—we’ve got special status by virtue of
the fact that there is significant interchange
on an hourly basis between our two coun-

Remarks at the National Aeronautics
January 14, 2004

Thanks for the warm welcome. I'm hon-
ored to be with the men and women of
NASA. I thank those of you who have come
in person. I welcome those who are
listening by video. This agency and the
dedicated professionals who serve it have
always reflected the finest values of our
country, daring, discipline, ingenuity, and
unity in the pursuit of great goals.

America is proud of our space program.
The risktakers and visionaries of this agency
have expanded human knowledge, have
revolutionized our understanding of the
universe, and produced technological
advances that have benefited all of human-
ity.
Inspired by all that has come before and
guided by clear objectives, today we set
a new course for America’s space program.
We will give NASA a new focus and vision
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tries. I mean, it’s a vibrant border; it’s an
active economic relationship. It is special
because we share values. It is special be-
cause we share a long border. And the key
thing on this issue is to communicate clear-
ly with the authorities, the Canadian au-
thorities, and for me to communicate clear-
ly with my counterpart, the Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Martin. Look, I think
that, again, under international law, coun-
tries have the right to deport to a third
country. And what’s really happened here
is that there has been a—agreement that
consular services will be provided and prior
notification. And that is very, very impor-
tant, and that is—that’s pretty unique.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at the
Presidente InterContinental Hotel. A tape
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

and Space Administration

for future exploration. We will build new
ships to carry man forward into the
universe, to gain a new foothold on the
moon, and to prepare for new journeys to
worlds beyond our own.

I am comfortable in delegating these new
goals to NASA, under the leadership of
Sean O’Keefe. He’s doing an excellent job.
I appreciate Commander Mike Foale’s
introduction. I'm sorry I couldn’t shake his
hand. [Laughter] Perhaps, Commissioner,
youll bring him by—Administrator, you’'ll
bring him by to the Oval Office when he
returns, so I can thank him in person.

I also know he is in space with his
colleague, Alexander Kaleri, who happens
to be a Russian cosmonaut. I appreciate
the joint efforts of the Russians with our
country to explore. I want to thank the
astronauts who are with us, the courageous
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spacial entrepreneurs who set such a won-
derful example for the young of our coun-
try

And we've got some veterans with us
today. I appreciate the astronauts of yester-
day who are with us as well, who inspired
the astronauts of today to serve our coun-
try.

I appreciate so very much the Members
of Congress being here. Tom DeLay is
here, leading a House delegation. Senator
Nelson is here from the Senate. I am hon-
ored that you all have come. I appreciate
you're interested in the subject. [Laughter]
It is a subject that’s important to this ad-
ministration. It’s a subject that’s mighty im-
portant to the country and to the world.

Two centuries ago, Meriwether Lewis
and William Clark left St. Louis to explore
the new lands acquired in the Louisiana
Purchase. They made that journey in the
spirit of discovery, to learn the potential
of vast new territory and to chart a way
for others to follow. America has ventured
forth into space for the same reasons. We
have undertaken space travel because the
desire to explore and understand is part
of our character.

And that quest has brought tangible ben-
efits that improve our lives in countless
ways. The exploration of space has led to
advances in weather forecasting, in commu-
nications, in computing, search and rescue
technology, robotics, and electronics. Our
investment in space exploration helped to
create our satellite telecommunications net-
work and the Global Positioning System.
Medical technologies that help prolong life,
such as the imaging processing used in
CAT scanners and MRI machines, trace
their origins to technology engineered for
the use in space.

Our current programs and vehicles for
exploring space have brought us far, and
they have served us well. The space shuttle
has flown more than a hundred missions.
It has been used to conduct important re-
search and to increase the sum of human
knowledge. Shuttle crews and the scientists

and engineers who support them have
helped build the International Space Sta-
tion.

Telescopes, including those in space,
have revealed more than 100 planets in the
last decade alone. Probes have shown us
stunning images of the rings of Saturn and
the outer planets of our solar system.
Robotic explorers have found evidence of
water, a key ingredient for life, on Mars
and on the moons of Jupiter. At this very
hour, the Mars Exploration Rover Spirit is
searching for evidence of life beyond the
Earth.

Yet for all these successes, much remains
for us to explore and to learn. In the past
30 years, no human being has set foot on
another world or ventured farther upward
into space than 386 miles, roughly the dis-
tance from Washington, DC, to Boston,
Massachusetts. America has not developed
a new vehicle to advance human explo-
ration in space in nearly a quarter-century.
It is time for America to take the next
steps.

Today I announce a new plan to explore
space and extend a human presence across
our solar system. We will begin the effort
quickly, using existing programs and per-
sonnel. We'll make steady progress, one
mission, one voyage, one landing at a time.

Our first goal is to complete the Inter-
national Space Station by 2010. We will
finish what we have started. We will meet
our obligations to our 15 international part-
ners on this project. We will focus our fu-
ture research aboard the station on the
long-term effects of space travel on human
biology. The environment of space is hostile
to  human  beings. Radiation  and
weightlessness pose dangers to human
health, and we have much to learn about
their long-term effects before human crews
can venture through the vast voids of space
for months at a time. Research onboard
the station and here on Earth will help
us better understand and overcome the ob-
stacles that limit exploration. Through these
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efforts, we will develop the skills and tech-
niques necessary to sustain further space
exploration.

To meet this goal, we will return the
space shuttle to flight as soon as possible,
consistent with safety concerns and the rec-
ommendations of the Columbia Accident
Investigation Board. The shuttle’s chief
purpose over the next several years will be
to help finish assembly of the International
Space Station. In 2010, the space shuttle,
after nearly 30 years of duty, will be retired
from service.

Our second goal is to develop and test
a new spacecraft, the crew exploration vehi-
cle, by 2008 and to conduct the first
manned mission no later than 2014. The
crew exploration vehicle will be capable of
ferrying astronauts and scientists to the
space station after the shuttle is retired.
But the main purpose of this spacecraft
will be to carry astronauts beyond our orbit
to other worlds. This will be the first space-
craft of its kind since the Apollo Command
Module.

Our third goal is to return to the moon
by 2020, as the launching point for missions
beyond. Beginning no later than 2008, we
will send a series of robotic missions to
the lunar surface to research and prepare
for future human exploration. Using the
crew exploration vehicle, we will undertake
extended human missions to the moon as
early as 2015, with the goal of living and
working there for increasingly extended pe-
riods of time. Eugene Cernan, who is with
us today, the last man to set foot on the
lunar surface, said this as he left, “We leave
as we came, and God willing as we shall
return, with peace and hope for all man-
kind.” America will make those words come
true.

Returning to the moon is an important
step for our space program. Establishing
an extended human presence on the moon
could vastly reduce the costs of further
space exploration, making possible ever
more ambitious missions. Lifting heavy
spacecraft and fuel out of the Earth’s grav-
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ity is expensive. Spacecraft assembled and
provisioned on the moon could escape its
far lower gravity using far less energy and
thus far less cost. Also, the moon is home
to abundant resources. Its soil contains raw
materials that might be harvested and proc-
essed into rocket fuel or breathable air. We
can use our time on the moon to develop
and test new approaches and technologies
and systems that will allow us to function
in other, more challenging environments.
The moon is a logical step toward further
progress and achievement.

With the experience and knowledge
gained on the moon, we will then be ready
to take the next steps of space exploration,
human missions to Mars and to worlds be-
yond. Robotic missions will serve as trail-
blazers, the advanced guard to the un-
known. Probes, landers, and other vehicles
of this kind continue to prove their worth,
sending spectacular images and vast
amounts of data back to Earth. Yet the
human thirst for knowledge ultimately can-
not be satisfied by even the most vivid pic-
tures or the most detailed measurements.
We need to see and examine and touch
for ourselves. And only human beings are
capable of adapting to the inevitable uncer-
tainties posed by space travel.

As our knowledge improves, we’ll de-
velop new power generation propulsion, life
support, and other systems that can support
more distant travels. We do not know
where this journey will end, yet we know
this: Human beings are headed into the
€OSMOS.

And along this journey, we’ll make many
technological ~ breakthroughs. We don't
know yet what those breakthroughs will be,
but we can be certain theyll come and
that our efforts will be repaid many times
over. We may discover resources on the
moon or Mars that will boggle the imagina-
tion, that will test our limits to dream. And
the fascination generated by further explo-
ration will inspire our young people to
study math and science and engineering
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and create a new generation of innovators
and pioneers.

This will be a great and unifying mission
for NASA, and we know that you'll achieve
it. I have directed Administrator O’Keefe
to review all of NASA’s current spaceflight
and exploration activities and direct them
toward the goals I have outlined. T will
also form a commission of private and pub-
lic sector experts to advise on implementing
the vision that I've outlined today. This
commission will report to me within 4
months of its first meeting. I'm today nam-
ing former Secretary of the Air Force Pete
Aldridge to be the chair of the commission.
Thank you for being here today, Pete. He
has tremendous experience in the Depart-
ment of Defense and the aerospace indus-
try. He is going to begin this important
work right away.

We'll invite other nations to share the
challenges and opportunities of this new
era of discovery. The vision I outline today
is a journey, not a race, and I call on other
nations to join us on this journey in a spirit
of cooperation and friendship.

Achieving these goals requires a long-
term commitment. NASA’s current 5-year
budget is $86 billion. Most of the funding
we need for the new endeavors will come
from reallocating $11 billion within that
budget. We need some new resources,
however. T will call upon Congress to in-
crease NASA’s budget by roughly a billion

dollars, spread out over the next 5 years.
This increase, along with refocusing of our
space agency, is a solid beginning to meet
the challenges and the goals that we set
today. It's only a beginning. Future funding
decisions will be guided by the progress
we make in achieving these goals.

We begin this venture knowing that
space travel brings great risks. The loss of
the Space Shuttle Columbia was less than
one year ago. Since the beginning of our
space program, America has lost 23 astro-
nauts and one astronaut from an allied na-
tion, men and women who believed in their
mission and accepted the dangers. As one
family member said, “The legacy of Colum-
bia must carry on—for the benefit of our
children and yours.” Columbia’s crew did
not turn away from the challenge, and nei-
ther will we.

Mankind is drawn to the heavens for the
same reason we were once drawn into un-
known lands and across the open sea. We
choose to explore space because doing so
improves our lives and lifts our national
spirit. So let us continue the journey.

May God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to C. Michael Foale,
commander, and Alexander Kaleri, flight en-
gineer, Expedition 8, International Space
Station; and Senator Bill Nelson of Florida.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain

January 14, 2004

President Bush. Bienvenidos a mi amigo,
a friend of mine, a friend of our country,
a person who I admire a lot. This is a
happy moment and a sad moment. It’s
happy to be with President Aznar. It is
sad to realize this will be the last time
he’ll come to the Oval Office as the leader
of Spain.

I say “sad” because our time together
has been very productive for the people
of America and, I believe, the people of
Spain and the people of the world. We
have worked together to spread freedom,
and the world is more peaceful today be-
cause of the decisions we jointly made.
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However, this is not the last time I will
see the President. I am confident that the
friendship we have made will last beyond
our—my time in office and his time in
office. T look back—I look forward to wel-
coming him back to America as a non-
President. We’ll be members of the ex-
Presidents club.

And so, Mr. President, I'm really glad
you're here. I look forward to having dinner
with you tonight and your great wife. And
again, in front of these cameras, I want
to thank you for your steadfast leadership,
for your courage, for your wisdom, and
your advice.

[At this point, President Aznar spoke in
Spanish, and no translation was provided. ]

President Bush. Thank you all.

Q. Translation?

President Bush. He doesn’t need to
translate for me. I understood every word.
[Laughter]

[The interpreter then translated President
Aznar’s remarks as follows.]

President Aznar. Good evening, every-
one. I want to thank President Bush once
again for this very warm welcome, for the
invitation, for his hospitality. For me, it is
a satisfaction and an honor to be here with

him again. I consider him a very good
friend. He has been my friend during my
time as President of the Government of
Spain, and I will continue to consider him
my friend afterwards.

And a friend—I am a friend of the
United States now, and I will continue to
be a friend of the United States in the
future. I consider that, at present, the rela-
tionship between Spain and the United
States is closer and tighter than it has ever
been.

I will continue to work to do everything
to strengthen the relationship, the Atlantic
link. T will work for freedom, for human
rights, for democracy, for stability, pros-
perity around the world. And I know that
President Bush will be able to count upon
me to continue working in that direction.
So I will continue to work for the world
and for the relationship between the
United States and Spain.

President Bush. Adios.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 6:28 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Ana Botella de Aznar,
wife of President Aznar. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to Faith-Based and Community Leaders in New Orleans,

Louisiana

January 15, 2004

Thank you all very much for your warm
welcome. Reverend Brown, thank you for
your hospitality, your gracious hospitality.
It’s not easy to host a President. [Laughter]
It seems as if the entourages are quite
large. So I want to thank you for accommo-
dating me and this cast of characters that
travels with me. [Laughter] I'm here to talk
about something vital to the future of the
country, and I appreciate you giving me
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a chance to share with you my dreams and
aspirations for all our citizens.

I'm really not worthy to stand here, when
I think about the fact that not only Rev-
erend Brown preaches here on a regular
basis, but this is the very place where Mar-
tin Luther King stood as well some 42
years ago. It's from this pulpit that he
preached. Today would have been his 75th
birthday. It's important for our country to
honor his life and what he stood for.
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Dr. King understood that faith is power
greater than all others. That’s what he
knew. It's an important lesson for us to
remember here in America, that God’s
word can humble the mighty, can lift up
the meek, and can bring comfort and
strength to all who yearn for justice and
freedom. Those of us who are involved with
public policy must not fear that philosophy
as we all work together to save lives.

I'm at this church to talk about the im-
portance of what we call a Faith-Based Ini-
tiative. Really what I'm here to say is that
in the land of plenty, we must recognize
there are still people who hurt. In the land
of plenty, there are people who search for
the light, who simply want a chance to suc-
ceed and realize their God-given talents.
And those of us who have been blessed
with the opportunity to help must play to
the strength of our country in order to help
save lives. The strength of America is found
in the hearts and souls of our fellow citi-
zens. This country must not fear the influ-
ence of faith in the future of this country.
We must welcome faith in order to make
America a better place.

So Reverend Brown, thank you, and
thank your wife, Mary, and your son,
Benjie, for your hospitality. I appreciate so
very much the Governor being here. The
Governor not only was kind enough to
meet me at the airport, but she was kind
enough to ride from the airport to this
church. We had a good discussion about
the needs of Louisiana. She’s not a shrink-
ing violet when it comes to describing what
she would like to see in terms of respon-
siveness. I appreciate that. I'm glad you
brought Coach. [Laughter]

I'm honored that Congressman David
Vitter has traveled today with me. Thank
you, Congressman, for coming. The mayor
was at our roundtable discussion, which,
by the way, happened to be at a square
table, but—Ilaughter]—I appreciate work-
ing with the mayor.

Traveling with me today from Wash-
ington, DC, is a longtime friend. He is

the Acting Secretary of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development. When
the Senate gets together, he’s going to be
the Secretary of the Housing—of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, Alphonso Jackson. Thanks for com-
ing, Alphonso. I appreciate you being here.

Archbishop Alfred Hughes is with us
today. Archbishop, thanks for coming. I'm
honored you are here.

I know this will embarrass him, but I've
got to mention him. One of the people
that influenced me a lot when I was the
Governor of Texas, influenced me in terms
of what faith-based programs can mean in
people’s lives, was Kirbyjon Caldwell.
Kirbyjon is from Houston. He’s the senior
pastor of the Windsor Village United Meth-
odist Church. He is a true social entre-
preneur. He has used his position as a pas-
tor to change lives and communities in sig-
nificant ways, ways that government
couldn’t possibly do. Kirbyjon, thanks for
coming. I appreciate you being here.

I mentioned a roundtable discussion. We
just had a lot of people from the commu-
nity, people who have been helped, people
who are helping, neighborhood healers here
to share their stories. I want to thank all
of them for coming to talk about the influ-
ence of faith and their capacity to help
change lives. I appreciate the choir being
here.

Not only was I met by local dignitaries
and elected officials when I landed at the
airport, I was also met by Tenisha Stevens.
Where is Tenisha? Tenisha, there you are.
If youre wondering why I would mention
Tenisha, she is a soldier in the army of
compassion. She’s a soul who is interested
in listening to a universal call and is a tutor.
She’s taking time out of her life to work
in the after-school programs right here in
this church, Pastor. She is a mentor. She’s
willing to help save a life.

That’s the spirit of America, isn’t it, when
citizens who are willing to sacrifice time
on behalf of saving a life. We need more
mentors in our society. If you’re a citizen

61



Jan. 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

in this community or any community
around the country who want to know what
you can do to help America, mentor a
child; teach a child to read; love a child.

Tenisha, I want to thank you for serving.
You're such a good example for other peo-
ple around the country. Thank you for
being a soldier in the great army of com-
passion here in America.

Many of the problems that are facing
our society are problems of the heart. Ad-
diction is the problem of a heart—of the
heart. T know I've told this story before.
I was a drinker. I quit drinking because
I changed my heart. I guess I was a one-
man faith-based program. [Laughter]

Problems that face our society are often-
times problems that require something
greater than just a government program or
a government counselor to solve. Intrac-
table problems, problems that seem impos-
sible to solve, can be solved. There is the
miracle of salvation in our—that is real,
that is tangible, that is available for all to
see. Miracles are possible in our society,
one person at a time.

But it requires a willingness to under-
stand the origin of miracle. Miracles hap-
pen as a result of the love of the Almighty,
professed, by the way, taught, by the way,
by religions from all walks of life, whether
it be Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu—
people who have heard that universal call
to love a neighbor just like you'd like to
be loved yourself and then surround some-
one who hurts with love. Love is powerful.
Love is soul-changing. Love doesn’t happen
because of government. Love happens be-
cause of the inspiration of something great-
er than government. That's what we're here
to talk about, programs based upon faith.

Right here in this church, there are faith-
based programs. Any program emanating
out of a church or a synagogue or a mosque
is a faith-based program. So when you hear
some people talk about faith-based pro-
grams, those are programs that start as a
result of a group of folks of faith deciding
to do something about a problem. And the
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fundamental question in our society is, how
does the Federal Government relate to pro-
grams of faith? “The mighty check writ-
er’—how does it relate when it writes
checks to meet social needs with people
who are solving our problems in spite of
government? My attitude is, the Govern-
ment should not fear faith-based programs.
We ought to welcome faith-based pro-
grams, and we ought to fund faith-based
programs.

This church receives Federal funding for
childcare. It must be comforting for a mom
or a dad to drop off his or her child to
a childcare center run by a church. It's
a safe place, to begin with, but it’s also
a place where there’s values. The handbook
of this particular childcare is a universal
handbook. It’s been around for a long time.
It doesn’t need to be invented. Let me
see your handbook there. [Laughter] This
handbook is a good book; it's a good go-
by.

And yet our governments have, frankly,
discriminated against faith-based programs.
It's the truth. How does it happen that
way? Well, oftentimes a faith-based pro-
gram that applies for Federal Government
says, “T want to help.” And they say, “Fine,
you can help, but take the cross down from
the wall. Take off the Star of David. Take
down the crescent.” And my answer to that
is, how can you be a faith-based program
if you can’t practice your faith? It seems
to be a contradiction in terms.

Government policy said, “On the one
hand, perhaps you can help. On the other
hand, you can’t practice your faith.” Faith-
based programs are only effective because
they do practice faith. It's important for
our Government to understand that. Gov-
ernment oftentimes will say, “Yes, you can
participate, but you've got to change your
board of directors to meet our qualifica-
tions. You've got to conform to our rules.”
The problem is, faith-based programs only
conform to one set of rules, and it’s bigger
than Government rules. The inspiration is
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not from bureaucracy, and that’s what’s im-
portant for Government policymakers to
understand.

I have asked Congress to not fear faith.
See, the debate in Washington oftentimes
is, well, the church will become the state,
or the state will become the church. To
me, that’s never going to happen, and we
won't let it happen. As a matter of fact,
the separation of church and state is a vital
part of our country. The freedom of reli-
gion is a vital part of our country.

But on the other hand, when people are
able to deliver results, people should not
say—people shouldn’t say, “Well, the re-
sults are coming from the wrong source
of programming.” We ought to say, “We
want results. We welcome results, and
we’re willing to fund programs that are ca-
pable of delivering results. We want to fund
programs that save Americans, one soul at
a time.”

In order to get beyond the debate of
process, we must say—we must ask the
question in Washington, “Does the pro-
gram work? Does the program to help the
addicted work? Is the homeless program
working?” That’s the question that must be
asked.

So I called on Congress to join me in
passing laws that would allow the—open
up the Federal Treasury to faith-based pro-
grams, and they balked. They got caught
up in the process. So I signed an Executive
order, an Executive order that instructed
all Federal agencies not to discriminate
against religious groups. Cabinet Sec-
retary—soon-to-be ~ Cabinet  Secretary
Jackson now knows the call. One reason
he’s the Cabinet Secretary is because he
already heard it, however, and that is that
we're not going to discriminate against
faith-based groups when it comes to hous-
ing initiatives.

We're spending a lot of time traveling
the country. I've got a fellow that works
in my office in the White House named
Jim Towey. Towey is an interesting char-
acter. He is a—well, I shouldn’t call him

a character; he’s a fine citizen. [Laughter]
Believe it or not, Towey—you're not going
to believe this, but it’s true—he was Moth-
er Teresa’s lawyer. It’s an interesting soci-
ety where Mother Teresa needs a lawyer.
[Laughter] But Towey’s job is to educate
people to what is possible, educate the so-
cial entrepreneurs, those who are on the
frontline of saving lives, about what is pos-
sible, and to assure people who try to ac-
cess Federal funds that you won't have to
change your mission.

In other words, we're changing a culture,
and it takes a lot of work. And I appreciate
you all giving me a chance to come and
be a part of explaining what is taking place
in Washington, DC. Cultures change be-
cause others will then go out and say, “It’s
okay to try to access money to meet our
need. The Government now is not going
to thwart you.” It's going to take a while
to make sure that these faith-based offices
which we've created in every Cabinet De-
partment—or most of the Cabinet Depart-
ments in Washington—are able to get out
the word.

But we want you to help spread the
word. We want those of you on the front-
line of saving lives to feel comfortable now
of accessing the billions of dollars which
are available at the Federal Government
level. What we said is, “The playing field
is now level.” You've got a chance to bid,
right along with other types of organiza-
tions, to be a part of the grantmaking proc-
ess without fear of discrimination. It’s a
significant change. I'm comfortable in push-
ing the change because I know the nature
of the work that is taking place.

Let me give you one example. Three
months after HUD opened its doors to
faith-based groups, 600 such groups have
received $168 million to provide shelter for
the homeless. In other words, we’re begin-
ning to change. I love the idea of religious
organizations providing help for the home-
less. What a comforting place for someone
who is lost and looking for help to be able
to provide that help.
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It is a—it’s just the beginning, Mr. Sec-
retary-to-be. And it’s just the beginning of
a lot of change. Health and Human Serv-
ices Department, HHS, is now opening up
its grantmaking process for faith-based pro-
grams. It’s billions of dollars now available.
And that’s good for the society. And it’s
good for our country.

Let me give you an example of some
progress being made. Donna Blackburn—
raise your hand, Donna. Donna’s a—she’s
a good soul. She started a shelter for bat-
tered women and their children in Baton
Rouge. First of all, thank you for starting
a shelter. It’s a noble calling. It’s important
for people like Donna to know there’s a
problem and respond to it. Donna didn’t
wait for a law to be passed, by the way.
She didn’t get permission from the Presi-
dent. She didn’t say to the Governor, “Can
I do this? She just did it. That’s what
happens in America. People see a problem,
and they move.

And then the fundamental question is,
when you find that spirit moving, what is
the role of Government? She wanted to
make the shelter, of course, a safe haven.
But she also wanted to make a place where
God’s grace shines. She wanted the pres-
ence of the Almighty there to help her
and her staff deal with the problems, the
difficult problems that a battered woman
and her children face. The problem was—
and she applied for Federal money, housing
money to take this donated warehouse and
convert it into a house of love. The local
government said, “Yes, you can probably
have some money, but you can’t have pray-
er. You can’t express faith.”

Donna understands that the use of Fed-
eral money is not to proselytize. All comers
are welcome. If a person of another faith
walks in as a battered woman, she will be
received. But Donna also understands that
in order to make her program work, that
they've got to be able to exercise their faith.

We moved at the Federal level to say,
“No discrimination against faith-based pro-
grams.” Last night, she reported to us that
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the Baton Rouge city council approved her
faith-based grant, no strings attached, and
now she’s got $60,000 to help convert her
shelter.

Somebody said, “Well, thank you for the
Federal Government.” Now, see, you've got
it wrong. You don’t need to be thanking
the Federal Government. We're talking
about the people’s money, anyway. It’s the
Federal Government’s job—the Federal
Government’s job is to thank the Donnas
of the world, the social people—the social
entrepreneurs, the people who are literally
changing America, one heart at a time.
That’s who were here to thank, and that’s
where our society must recognize and wel-
come.

Nicole Hilliard is here. Where are you,
Nicole? There you go, okay. I embarrassed
her. Nicole is a single mom. By the way,
that’s the toughest job in America, being
a single mom. She’s got a 15-year-old son.
She was hurting. I shouldn’t be giving her
testimony for her, but I will paraphrase.
She hurt, and she was worried, just like
a mom would worry. She didn’t have any
housing. She was broke, stone broke, and
she was worried as a mom, “How do I
take care of my child?”

So she went to the First Evangelist
Housing—went to the First Evangelist
Church. This says, went to the First Evan-
gelist Housing CDC. That's a little too
technical. She went to the church, is where
she went. She said, “I hope to be able
to get some help at this church.” Her pas-
tor is here; Pastor Taylor is with us as well.
She said, “T want some help.” She was try-
ing to escape not only an abusive relation-
ship, she was trying to escape desperation
and hopelessness. There’s nothing better,
by the way, than a faith-based program to
provide hope. Again, I don’t care what reli-
gion it is. Nothing more hopeful than the
Word. She and her son moved into a one-
bedroom apartment managed by First
Evangelist. That apartment was supported
by Federal money. Alphonso shouldn’t
worry about where that money goes. He
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just ought to be worried about whether or
not that money is saving lives and providing
a chance for people to find shelter.

By the way, as a result of interfacing
with this faith-based group, she went back
to school. She found a job. She lives in
a neighborhood, by the way, which has
been transformed by the faith-based institu-
tion itself. She’s talked about what it means
to walk from the bus stop without fear of
life.

It’s amazing what can happen when faith-
based programs begin to influence entire
neighborhoods. People change; the attitude
of the people in the neighborhood change.
Nicole’s story is one that shows that indi-
vidual lives are rescued on a daily basis.
Our job is to help the rescuers find those
who need to be saved and helped.

Tonja Myles is here. I got to know Tonja
because in my State of the Union last year,
I introduced her to the country. And she’s
still talking to me, fortunately. [Laughter]
She’s from Baton Rouge. She directs what's
called Set Free Indeed. It’s an interesting
name, isn’t it? Set Free talks about the
inspiration of the program. She receives
money, Federal money to help save lives.

Addiction, addicts need to be treated.
They need to be helped. A small number
of people consume most of the drugs. We
need to find them and help save their lives.
Sometimes a government counselor can
work. It can make a difference. A lot of
times, it requires a faith-based program to
help break that terrible habit.

And Tonja understood that. She started
this program. She said she heard a call
from God to start the program. It wasn’t
a Government bureaucracy that she talked
to. It was a call from a higher being. And
as a result, that program is inculcated with
that spirit, and she’s saving lives, one at
a time.

Interestingly enough, by heralding her
program, a lot of other people came. I want
you to herald programs. When you find
something that’s working in your local com-
munity, make sure that the citizenry knows

what’s happening. This is not me. This is
not the Governor. It’s just not the mayor.
It’s local community leaders willing to hold
up examples of great success, of great heal-
ing. People need to know what’s available.
People need to know that there’s love and
the capacity to help save lives in their very
neighborhood. Youre here because you're
interested.  Youre leaders, yourselves.
Please make your programs and what is
available known.

The Government can help. I mean, we're
calling for special initiatives: $100 million
for drug treatment; 48 million for the Com-
passion Capital Fund, which is really to
help startup faith-based programs. Like
Kirbyjon—I  told  Kirbyjon, I  said,
“Kirbyjon, you're successful. Help another
church learn how to be successful. Reach
out. Use your entrepreneurial skills and
find another church to help that pastor un-
derstand what is available.” That’s what the
Compassion Capital Fund does.

We've got $50 million, by the way, in
the budget that supports mentors for chil-
dren whose moms or dad might be in pris-
on or are in prison. See, this—the money
is—it's important, and we're funding out
of Washington and funding out of the State
level. But more important is, where does
the money go? And that’'s what we’re here
to talk about. Congress must not fear faith-
based programs that interface and save
lives. They must welcome such programs.
So that’s what I'm here to talk about, Pas-
tor, good public policy based upon the will-
ingness of our citizenry to love a neighbor
just like you'd like to be loved yoursell.

One of my favorite pulpit stories came
when a preacher was preaching. A guy,
right where Congressman is sitting, he
stood up and said, “Use me, Lord. Use
me.” The man was about halfway through
the sermon. He kind of ignored him.
Maybe that’s happened to you before, and
you kind of ignore whoever is standing up
yelling. Next Sunday, halfway through the
sermon, same fellow pops up and says,
“Use me, Lord. Use me.” Third Sunday,
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the same thing happens. So the pastor
comes down, he says, “Fine, you said, ‘Use
me, Lord. Use me.”” He said, “Tll be glad
to use you. Why don’t you paint and scrape
all the pews.” [Laughter] Next Sunday, the
guy stands up and says, “Use me, Lord,
use me, but only in an advisory capacity.”
[Laughter]

No, no, the people here are not advisers.
They're doers. People in faith-based pro-
grams all around the country just don't sit
around and say, “Here’s some advice.”
They say, “What can I do to answer a call?
How can I help change my community and
thereby change my country?” And that’s
what you're doing.

Our Government must understand Amer-
ica is a hopeful and optimistic place, par-

ticularly when we apply the great strength
of our country, which is the love of our
citizens, to changing America, one heart,
one soul, one conscience at a time.

May God bless your work, and may God
continue to bless America. Thank you for
coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:57 a.m. at
the Union Bethel AME Church. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rev. Thomas B. Brown,
pastor, Union Bethel AME Church; Gov.
Kathleen Blanco of Louisiana and her hus-
band, Raymond “Coach” Blanco; Mayor C.
Ray Nagin of New Orleans, LA; Archbishop
Alfred C. Hughes, archdiocese of New Orle-
ans; and Rev. Warren Taylor, pastor, First
Evangelist Missionary Baptist Church.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Luncheon in New Orleans

January 15, 2004

Thank you all. Thank you all very much
for coming. Thanks for the warm welcome.
It's great to be back in the Big Easy. I've
got a lot of good memories from this part
of the world. [Laughter] Some I can share
with you—(laughter]—and some I can't.
[Laughter]

We love New Orleans, fabulous city.
Thanks for coming. I appreciate your sup-
port. It's great to be in the State of Lou-
isiana, the home of those Bayou Bengals,
the mighty LSU Tigers. That's pretty—that
was—that’s awesome. [Laughter] It was ex-
citing for Louisiana. I'm proud for you. I'm
also glad that you didn’t play the University
of Texas this year. [Laughter] Wait a
minute. [Laughter]

I want to thank you for what you did
for Vice President Cheney and me last—
that last time we were ran, in 2000. We
carried Louisiana. I'll tell you what we're
doing today: We're laying the foundation
for what is going to be another victory in
the great State of Louisiana, and we're lay-
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ing the foundation for what is going to be
a great national victory in November of
2004.

And I appreciate your help. T want to
thank you for coming today. I want to
thank you for your support. I want to thank
you for your prayers. I want to thank you
for what you're going to do, which is turn
out that vote, find those voters and turn
them to the polls.

I'm getting ready, and I'm loosening up.
[Laughter] But politics is going to come
in its own time. See, I've got a job to
do. There’s a lot on my agenda, on behalf
of all the people of this country. As this
campaign gets cranked up, you tell the peo-
ple that I'm working on their behalf and
I'm going to continue to work hard to earn
their confidence by keeping America secure
and strong and prosperous and free.

I am sorry Laura is not here. She is
a fabulous First Lady. She’s doing a great
job. She is—she really, really, makes me
proud and thankful she said yes when I
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said, “Will you?” [Laughter] She sends her
love to all our friends here in New Orleans
and some of our friends who might have
snuck in from Texas.

I appreciate Boysie. I've known him for
a long time. I want to thank you for your
leadership, Boysie. You and Canizaro are
doing a fine job. I want to thank all of
you who worked hard to make this event
such a successful event.

You've sent some good people from Lou-
isiana to the Congress. I want to thank
Jim McCrery for joining us today, and the
next United States Senator, David Vitter.

Mr. Mayor, I know youre here. I want
to thank you for coming. I appreciate the
mayor of this great city. I appreciate his
leadership. I appreciate his vision. I look
forward to working with him to make sure
New Orleans realizes its full potential and
everybody in this city has a chance to suc-
ceed.

Joey Durel is here, the city-parish presi-
dent from Lafayette. I want to thank you
for coming, Joey. I want to thank all the
State and local officials who are here. I
want to thank my friend Pat Brister, who
is the chairman of the Louisiana Repub-
lican Party, for being here today.

I particularly want to say thanks to all
the grassroots activists—[applause]—yes,
there you are. The phone callers, the sign-
putter-uppers, the envelope addressers—
get ready. [Laughter] We're counting on
you. We're counting on you to work those
precincts. We're counting on you to work
those phones. We're counting on you to
go to the community centers. We're count-
ing on you to turn out the vote.

I want you to remind the people that
over the last 3 years, our Nation has acted
decisively to confront great challenges. I
came to this office to solve problems, not
to pass them on to future Presidents and
future generations. I came to seize opportu-
nities instead of letting them slip away. My
administration is meeting the tests of our
time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they
got. We've captured or killed many of the
key leaders of the Al Qaida network, and
the rest of them know we’re on their trail.
In Afghanistan and in Iraq, we gave ulti-
matums to terror regimes. Those regimes
chose defiance, and those regimes are no
more. Fifty million people in those two
countries once lived under tyranny, and
today, they live in freedom.

Three years ago, our military was not
receiving the resources it needed, and mo-
rale was beginning to suffer. So we in-
creased the defense budgets to prepare for
the threats of a new era. And today, no
one in the world can question the skill and
the strength and the spirit of the United
States military.

Three years ago, the economy was in
trouble and a recession was beginning, and
then there was attacks on our country and
scandals in corporate America and war, all
of which affected the people’s confidence.
But this administration acted. We passed
tough new laws to hold corporate criminals
to account. And to get the economy going
again, I have twice led the United States
Congress to pass historic tax relief for the
American people.

When Americans have more take-home
pay to spend, to save, or invest, the whole
economy grows, and people are more likely
to find a job. And so we’re returning more
money to the people to help them raise
their families. We're reducing taxes on divi-
dends and capital gains to encourage invest-
ment. We're giving small businesses incen-
tives to expand and to hire new people.
With all these actions, this administration
has laid the foundation for greater pros-
perity and more jobs across America so
every single citizen has a chance to realize
the American Dream.

And today, the economy is strong, and
it is getting stronger. The figures for the
third quarter of 2003 show that the econ-
omy grew at an annual rate of 8.2 percent,
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the fastest pace in nearly 20 years. Produc-
tivity is high. Business investment is rising.
Housing construction is expanding. Manu-
facturing activity is increasing. We've added
over a quarter-million new jobs in the last
5 months. The tax relief we passed is work-
ing.

Three years ago, there was a lot of talk
about education reform in our Nation’s
Capital, and frankly, there wasn’t much ac-
tion. So I acted. I called for and the Con-
gress passed the No Child Left Behind Act.
With a solid bipartisan majority, we deliv-
ered the most dramatic education reforms
in a generation. We've increased funding,
particularly for the poor. But in return for
access funding, were finally asking the
question of school districts all across Amer-
ica, “Are you teaching our children how
to read and write and add and subtract?”
This administration is challenging the soft
bigotry of low expectations. We believe
every child can learn, and we expect every
child—every school to teach so that not
one single child is left behind in America.

We reorganized our Government and
created the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to better safeguard ports like New
Orleans’ port, better safeguard our borders,
and to better protect the American people.
We passed trade promotion authority to
open up new markets for Louisiana’s farm-
ers and ranchers and manufacturers and
entrepreneurs. We passed budget agree-
ments that have helped to maintain spend-
ing discipline in Washington, DC. And we
recently completed the greatest advance in
health care coverage for America’s seniors
since the founding of Medicare. The new
Medicare bill will give older Americans the
option of a prescription drug benefit and
more control over their health care so that
they receive the modern medical care that
they deserve. On issue after issue, this ad-
ministration has acted on principle, has
kept its word, and has made progress for
the American people.

The Congress gets a lot of credit. I enjoy
working with Speaker Hastert; I enjoy
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working with Leader Frist—two good, hon-
orable people who are working hard to de-
liver results to the American people. I
enjoy working with the two Congressmen
who are here today. We're working hard
to change the tone in Washington. There’s
too much needless politics in the Nation’s
Capital, too much zero-sum attitude, too
much backbiting. The best way to change
that tone is to focus on the people’s busi-
ness, is to deliver results, and that’s exactly
what we’re doing.

Those are the kind of people I've at-
tracted to my administration, results-ori-
ented people, good, honorable, honest peo-
ple from all walks of life. I put together
a fantastic administration. Our country has
had no finer Vice President than Vice
President Dick Cheney. My mother may
have a second opinion. [Laughter]

In 3 years, we have done a lot. We have
come far. But the work is only beginning.
I have set great goals worthy of a great
nation. First, America is committed to ex-
panding the realm of freedom and peace
for our own security and for the benefit
of the world. And second, in our own coun-
try, we will work for a society that is pros-
perous and compassionate so that every cit-
izen—every citizen—has a chance to work
and to succeed and realize the great prom-
ise of this country. It is clear that the future
of freedom and peace depend on the ac-
tions of America. This Nation is freedom’s
home and freedom’s defender. We wel-
come this charge of history, and we are
keeping it.

The war on terror continues. The en-
emies of freedom are not idle, and neither
are we. This country will not rest; we will
not tire; we will not stop until this danger
to civilization is removed.

We are confronting that danger in Iraq,
where all people can be certain they will
never again have to fear the rule of Saddam
Hussein. The Ba’athist holdouts, largely re-
sponsible for the current violence, now
know there will be no return to corrupt
power and privilege they once held. All
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Iragis who have taken the side of freedom
have taken the winning side.

We will still face terrorists who would
rather go on killing the innocent than ac-
cept the rise of liberty in the Middle East.
You see, they know that the advance of
freedom in Iraq will be a major defeat in
the cause of terror. This collection of killers
is trying to shake the will of the United
States of America. America will never be
intimidated by a bunch of thugs and assas-
sins.

We are aggressively striking the terrorists
in Iraq, defeating them there so we do
not have to face them in our own country.
And other nations are helping—a lot of
other nations are helping—because they
understand a free Iraq, a peaceful Iraq,
a free Iraq in the heart of the Middle East
will make the world more secure. We're
standing with the Iraqi people as they as-
sume more of their own defense and move
toward self government.

These are not easy tasks, but they are
essential tasks. The United States of Amer-
ica will finish what we have begun, and
we will win this essential victory in the
war against terror.

In order to make the world more secure
and peaceful, we're working to oppose pro-
liferation all around the world. Last month,
after talks with the United States and Great
Britain, Libya voluntarily committed to dis-
close and dismantle all weapons of mass
destruction programs. Leaders around the
world now know weapons of mass destruc-
tion do not bring influence or prestige; they
bring isolation and other unwelcome con-
sequences. Nations who abandon the pur-
suit of these weapons will find an open
path to better relations with the United
States of America.

Our greatest security comes from the ad-
vance of human liberty because free nations
do not support terror, free nations do not
attack their neighbors, free nations do not
threaten the world with weapons of mass
terror. Americans believe that freedom is
the deepest need and hope of every human

heart. T believe that freedom is the future
of every nation. And I know that freedom
is not America’s gift to the world; freedom
is the Almighty God’s gift to every man
and woman in this world.

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous re-
sponsibilities. We have duties in this world.
And when we see disease and starvation
and hopeless poverty, we will not turn
away. On the continent of Africa, this great
Nation, this strong and compassionate land,
is bringing the healing power of medicine
to millions of men and women and children
now suffering with AIDS. America is lead-
ing the world in this incredibly important
work of human rescue.

We face challenges at home as well, and
we'll be equal to those challenges. This ad-
ministration will continue to promote a pro-
growth, pro-entrepreneur economic agenda
until anybody who wants to find a job is
able to do so.

And for the sake of our health care sys-
tem, we need to cut down on the frivolous
lawsuits which increase the cost of medi-
cine. People who've been harmed by a bad
doc deserve their day in court, no question
about it. Yet the system should not reward
lawyers who are simply fishing for a rich
settlement. Because frivolous lawsuits drive
up the cost of health care—and they do—
they affect the Federal budget. Medical li-
ability reform is a national issue which re-
quires a national solution. I sent up a good
bill to the House, and the House passed
it. The bill is stuck in the Senate. I call
upon the Senate to act on behalf of the
American people. Perhaps you know a Sen-
ator or two you need to contact here in
Louisiana. No one—no one—and the Sen-
ate must understand this—no one has ever
been healed by a frivolous lawsuit in Amer-
ica. We need medical liability reform—now.

I have a responsibility as the President
to make sure the judicial system runs well.
And I've met that duty. I've nominated su-
perb men and women for the Federal
courts, people who will interpret the law,
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not legislate from the bench, people like
Miguel Estrada. You might have heard of
Miguel Estrada here in the State of Lou-
isiana. Some Members of the United States
Senate are trying to keep my nominees off
the bench by blocking up-or-down votes.
Every judicial nominee deserves a fair hear-
ing and an up-or-down vote on the Senate
floor. It is time for some of the Members
of the United States Senate to stop playing
politics with American justice.

Congress needs to get me an energy bill.
This country needs a plan. We need a plan
to promote energy efficiency and more con-
servation, a plan to develop cleaner tech-
nology, to help us explore for energy in
environmentally friendly ways. But one
thing is for certain: We need an energy
plan to make sure that this country does
not have to rely upon foreign sources of
energy.

Our strong and prosperous Nation must
also be a compassionate nation. I will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of what I call
compassionate conservatism, which means
we'll apply the best and most innovative
ideas to the tasks of helping our fellow
citizens in need. There are still millions
of men and women who want to end their
dependence on government, become inde-
pendent through work. We must build on
the success of welfare reform to encourage
job training programs that actually work so
we can bring work and dignity into the
lives of more of our fellow citizens. With
the help of Congress, we're working to en-
sure that more Americans can serve their
communities and their country through the
Citizen Service Program.

Both Houses need to reach agreement
on my Faith-Based Initiative, an initiative
that will help support the armies of com-
passion—people from all faiths, Christian
or Jewish or Muslim faiths, who have heard
the universal call and are loving a neighbor
just like they’d like to be loved themselves,
people who are helping change America by
caring for the homeless, mentoring chil-

dren, and offering hope to the addicted.
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Congress must not fear the influence of
faith. Congress must welcome faith-based
programs to help solve the intractable prob-
lems of society.

A compassionate society must promote
opportunity for all of us, including the
independence and dignity that come from
ownership. This administration will con-
stantly strive to promote an ownership soci-
ety in America. See, we want more people
owning their own home. We have a minor-
ity homeownership gap in America. I pro-
posed a plan to the Congress, starting with
helping with the poorest of poor make a
downpayment for a home, to close that gap.
It’s in the national interest that more peo-
ple own their own home. We want people
owning and managing their own healthcare
accounts and their own retirement ac-
counts. We want more people owning their
own small business. This is an administra-
tion that understands, when someone owns
something, he or she has a vital stake in
the future of our country.

In a compassionate society, people re-
spect one another. They respect their reli-
gions. They respect their point of view. And
they take responsibility for the decisions
they make. The culture of America is
changing from one that has said, “If it feels
good, do it,” and, “If you've got a problem,
blame somebody else,” to a culture in
which each of us understands that we’re
responsible for the decisions we make in
life.

If you are fortunate enough to be a
mother or father, you're responsible for lov-
ing your child with all your heart. If you're
concerned about the quality of the edu-
cation in the community in which you live,
youre responsible for doing something
about it. If youre a CEO in corporate
America, youre responsible for telling the
truth to your shareholders and your em-
ployees. And in this new responsibility soci-
ety, each of us is responsible for loving
our neighbor just like we’d like to be loved
ourself.
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I see the culture of service and responsi-
bility growing around us. I just met with
some of the great social entrepreneurs of
the State of Louisiana today, neighborhood
healers, helpers, people who are actively
involved in saving America, one heart and
one soul and one conscience at a time.
I started what’s called the USA Freedom
Corps. It's a chance to get people—it’s an
opportunity for people to extend a hand
to a neighbor in need, and the response
has been fantastic. Civil society in America
is strong and vibrant. Our charities are
strong. Churches and synagogues and
mosques are strong. Policemen and fire-
fighters and people who wear our Nation’s
uniform remind us what it means to sac-
rifice for something greater than yourself.
Once again, the children of America believe
in heroes, because they see them every day.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica. I've been privileged to see the compas-
sion and the character of the American
people. All the tests of the last 3 years

have come to the right nation. We're a
strong country, and we use that strength
to defend the peace. We're an optimistic
country, confident in ourselves and in ideals
bigger than ourselves. Abroad, we seek to
lift whole nations by spreading freedom.
At home, we seek to lift up lives by spread-
ing opportunity to every corner of America.
This is the work that history has set before
us. We welcome it and know for our coun-
try, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you all. Thank you all.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. at
the National D-Day Museum. In his re-
marks, he referred to Donald “Boysie”
Bollinger and Joe Canizaro, Louisiana State
finance cochairmen, Bush-Cheney 04, Inc.;
Mayor C. Ray Nagin of New Orleans, LA;
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraqg;
and Miguel A. Estrada, whose nomination to
be U.S. Circuit Judge for the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit was withdrawn on September
4,2003.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Requesting
Emergency Funding for the Department of the Interior’s National Park

Service

January 15, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In accordance with provisions of the
“1997 Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Recovery from Natural Disas-
ters, and for Overseas Peacekeeping Ef-
forts, Including those in Bosnia” (Public
Law 105-18), I hereby request and make
available $22.5 million in emergency fund-
ing for the Department of the Interior’s
National Park Service.

These funds would allow for the repair
and replacement of concession facilities at
Yosemite National Park that were damaged
in a 1997 flood.

The Congress required that certain pre-
requisites be met before these funds could
be released. These requirements have been
met and I designate the funds made avail-
able today as an emergency requirement
consistent with the requirements of Public
Law 105-18.

The details of this action are set forth
in the attached letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH
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NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Reception in Atlanta, Georgia

January 15, 2004

Thank you very much. Thanks for com-
ing. And thanks for your support. I'm hon-
ored—first, let me tell you how honored
I am to be introduced by a bestselling au-
thor—[laughter]—and a great American. I
am privileged to call Zell Miller my friend.
The people of Georgia are privileged to
call him United States Senator. He is a
decent, honorable citizen of this country.

I'm also proud to be on the stage with
your Governor, Sonny. Sonny said, “I want
you to meet some of my friends from the
legislature.” He said, “What’s unusual about
this bunch is they don’t call themselves Re-
publican.” [Laughter] There’s a handful of
Democrat legislators here from the great
State of Georgia. I know there’s a handful
of Republican legislators as well. I'm kind
of taking you for granted tonight. [Laugh-
ter] But I do want to say thanks, Sonny—
to Sonny and the Democrat legislators
who've come. I'm proud to have you on
my team. You're welcome on my team.

And I'm proud you all are here. We put
together a good team in Georgia in the
year 2000. We're going to do better in the
year 2004. We're laying the foundation for
what is going to be a great national victory
in November of 2004. And you're helping,
and I appreciate your help.

I'm loosening up. [Laughter] I'm getting
ready. But I got a job to do for everybody
who lives in this country. When you're
going to your coffee shops and your com-
munity centers, they say, “What is George
W. up to,” you tell them this, that I'm
doing the people’s business in Washington,
DC, that I'm working hard to earn the
confidence of every single American by
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keeping this Nation secure and strong and
prosperous and free.

I know that Zell's wife, Shirley, is with
us today as well. Shirley, I'm proud you're
here. Zell and I both married above
ourselves. [Laughter] 1 regret that Laura
hasn’t joined us. She is a fabulous First
Lady for this country. I'm really proud of
her.

And I'm proud as well of the junior Sen-
ator from the great State of Georgia, a
close ally, good friend, good, honorable
man, Saxby Chambliss.

I better make sure I mention Mary
Perdue as well, the first lady of the great
State of Georgia. Governor, I appreciate
what youre doing at the statehouse here.

I'm proud of my friend Jamie Reynolds.
I appreciate the team he has put together
to help make this an incredibly successful
fundraiser. Don’t go overboard on Jamie.
He’s not bad for a country boy. [Laughter]

I appreciate the members of the congres-
sional delegation who are here: Mac Collins
and Nathan Deal, Charlie Norwood, Phil
Gingrey, and Max Burns. These are good
ones, good, honorable citizens who are
doing what they think is right for the coun-
try. I appreciate you all coming.

I know my friend Nancy Coverdell is
here. She is just a great personal friend
of our family’s. Nancy, thank you for taking
time out of your schedule to be here.

I'm honored that my friend Mercer Rey-
nolds—happens to be related to Jamie—
he’s the national finance chairman for
Bush-Cheney—is here. It's important to
make sure that you've got plenty of cash
on hand when you're running for President.
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You want to be well-financed. We're be-
coming well-financed. We've got a great na-
tional effort, a great Georgia effort. And
again, I want to thank you all you all for
participating in this.

Ralph Reed is with us. He’s the South-
east regional chairman and he’s the Georgia
chairman for my campaign, for the cam-
paign of Vice President Cheney. Alec
Poitevint is with us as well, who’s the party
chairman.

And for the grassroots activists who are
here, I want to thank you for what you're
going to do. Thank you for the work that
youre going to do as we’re coming down
the stretch. That's the work that's putting
up the signs and talking the talk, getting
on the phone, and addressing the enve-
lopes. I appreciate what youre going to
do. You cannot win a campaign unless
hard-working grassroots people get out
there and pound the pavement on behalf
of this ticket. And I can assure you, we’ll
be right with you.

And when youre out there, I want you
to remind everybody that for the last 3
years, our Nation has acted decisively to
confront great challenges. I came to this
office to solve problems, not to pass them
on to future Presidents and future genera-
tions. I came to seize opportunities instead
of letting them slip away. My administra-
tion is meeting the tests of our time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they
got. We have captured or killed many of
the key leaders of the Al Qaida network,
and the rest of them know that we are
on their trail. In Afghanistan and in Iraq,
we  gave ultimatums to terror regimes.
Those regimes chose defiance, and those
regimes are no more. Fifty million people
in those two countries once lived under
tyranny, and today, they live in freedom.

Three years ago, our military was not
receiving the resources it needed, and mo-
rale was beginning to suffer. So we in-
creased the defense budgets to prepare for
the threats of a new era. And today, no

one in the world can question the skill and
the strength and the spirit of the United
States military.

Three years ago, the economy was in
trouble and the recession was just begin-
ning. And then there was attacks on our
country and scandals in corporate America
and war, which all affected the people’s
confidence. But this administration acted.
We passed tough new laws to hold cor-
porate criminals to account. And to get the
economy going again, I have twice led the
United States Congress to pass historic tax
relief for the American people.

We understand that when Americans
have more take-home pay to spend, to save,
or to invest, the whole economy grows, and
people are more likely to find a job. So
we’re returning more money to the people
to help them raise their families, reducing
taxes on dividends and capital gains to en-
courage investment. We've given small
businesses incentives to expand and to hire
new people. With all these actions, we are
laying the foundation for greater prosperity
and more jobs so every single citizen in
this country has a chance to realize the
American Dream.

Today, the American economy is strong,
and it is getting stronger. The figures for
the third quarter of 2003 show the econ-
omy grew at an annual rate of 8.2 percent,
the fastest pace in nearly 20 years. Produc-
tivity is high. Business investment is rising.
Housing construction is expanding. Manu-
facturing activity is increasing, and we've
added over a quarter-million new jobs over
the past 5 months. The tax relief we passed
is working.

Three years ago, there was a lot of talk
about education reform in Washington, but
there just wasn’t much action. So I acted.
I called for and the Congress passed the
No Child Left Behind Act. With a solid
bipartisan majority, we delivered the most
dramatic education reforms in a generation.
We've increased spending at the Federal
level, particularly for Title I students, for
poor students. But for the first time, the
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Federal Government is saying, “Why don’t
you show us whether or not the children
can read and write and add and subtract.”
The reason why we're saying that is be-
cause we believe every child, regardless of
their background, can learn to read and
write and add and subtract. We expect
every school to teach every child to read
and write and add and subtract. This ad-
ministration is challenging the soft bigotry
of low expectations. We expect results so
that not one single child is left behind in
America.

We reorganized our Government and
created the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to better safeguard our borders and
ports and to protect the American people.
We passed trade promotion authority to
open up new markets for Georgia’s farmers
and ranchers and entrepreneurs and manu-
facturers. We passed much-needed budget
agreements to help maintain spending dis-
cipline in Washington, DC. And last month,
we completed the greatest advance in
health care coverage for America’s seniors
since the founding of Medicare. The new
Medicare bill that I signed will give older
Americans the option of a prescription drug
benefit and more control over their health
care. America’s seniors deserve a modern
health care system, and this administration
delivered.

On issue after issue—on issue after
issue—this administration has acted on
principle, has kept its word, and has made
progress for the American people. And the
Congress deserves a lot of credit. I enjoy
working with Speaker Denny Hastert, Ma-
jority Leader Bill Frist. I enjoy working
with Senator Miller and Chambliss and
working with this Georgia congressional
delegation. We’re working hard to change
the tone in Washington, DC. There’s too
much needless politics up there. There’s
too much backbiting and backstabbing. The
best way to fight through that noise is to
focus on results, to do what I call the peo-
ple’s business, and get some things done.
And we're getting a lot done.
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We're also getting a lot done because
I've surrounded myself with plenty capable
people, good, honorable, decent people
from all walks of life who have come to
serve in my administration with one thing
in mind, to represent the greatest country
on the face of the Earth. Our country has
had no finer Vice President than Dick Che-
ney. Mother may have a second opinion.
[Laughter]

In 3 years, we've done a lot. We have
come far, but our work is only beginning.
I have set great goals worthy of a great
nation. First, America is committed to ex-
panding the realm of freedom and peace
for our own security and for the benefit
of the world. And second, in our own coun-
try, we must work for a society that is pros-
perous and compassionate so every citizen
has a chance to work and to succeed and
to realize the great promise of America.

It is clear that the future of freedom
and peace depend on the actions of Amer-
ica. We are freedom’s home and freedom’s
defender. We welcome this charge of his-
tory, and we are keeping it. The war on
terror continues. The enemies of freedom
are not idle, and neither are we. This coun-
try will not rest; we will not tire; we will
not stop until this danger to civilization is
removed.

We are confronting that danger in Iraq,
where all people can be certain they will
never again have to fear the rule of Saddam
Hussein. The Ba’athist holdouts largely re-
sponsible for the current violence now
know there will be no return to corrupt
power and the privilege they once held.
All Iragis who have taken the side of free-
dom have taken the winning side.

We still face terrorists who would rather
go on killing the innocent than accept the
rise of liberty in the Middle East. You see,
they know that the advance of freedom in
Iraq would be a major defeat for the cause
of terror. This collection of killers is trying
to shake the will of the United States of
America. America will never be intimidated
by a bunch of thugs and assassins.
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We are aggressively striking the terrorists
in Iraq, defeating them there so we do
not have to face them in our own country.
Other nations are helping to build a free
Iraq because they understand a free and
peaceful Iraq in the heart of the Middle
East will make us all more secure. We're
standing with the Iraqi people as they as-
sume more of their own defense and move
toward self-government. These are not easy
tasks, but theyre essential tasks. We will
finish what we have begun, and we will
win this essential victory in the war on ter-
TOT.

And part of winning the war on terror
is to oppose proliferation around the world.
Last month, after talks with the United
States and Great Britain, Libya voluntarily
committed to disclose and dismantle all its
weapons of mass destruction programs.
Leaders around the world now know this:
Weapons of mass destruction do not bring
influence or prestige; they bring isolation
and other unwelcome consequences.
[Laughter] And nations who abandon the
pursuit of these weapons will find an open
path to better relations with the United
States of America.

Our greatest security comes from the ad-
vance of human liberty, because free na-
tions do not support terror, free nations
do not attack their neighbors, free nations
do not threaten the world with weapons
of mass destruction. Americans believe that
freedom is the deepest need and hope of
every human heart. I believe that freedom
is the future of every nation. And we know
that freedom is not America’s gift to the
world; freedom is the Almighty God’s gift
to every man and woman in this world.

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous re-
sponsibilities. We have duties in this world,
and when we see disease, starvation, and
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away.
On the continent of Africa, this great,
mighty land is committed to bringing the
healing power of medicine to millions of
men and women and children now suf-

fering with AIDS. This great country of
ours is leading the world in this incredibly
important work of human rescue.

We face challenges here at home as well,
and our actions will prove that we’re equal
to these challenges. This administration will
continue to promote a pro-growth, pro-
small business, pro-entrepreneur economic
agenda until everyone who wants to work
can find a job.

And for the sake of our health care sys-
tem, we need to cut down on the frivolous
lawsuits which are driving up the cost of
medicine. People who have been harmed
by a bad doc deserve their day in court.
Yet the system should not reward lawyers
who are simply fishing for a rich settle-
ment. Frivolous lawsuits drive up the cost
of health care, and they therefore affect
the Federal budget. Medical liability reform
is a national issue that requires a national
solution.

The House of Representatives passed a
good bill. The bill is stuck in the United
States  Senate. Senators Miller and
Chambliss are working to get it unstuck.
The Senate must act on behalf of the
American people. Some of those Senators
must understand that no one has ever been
healed by a frivolous lawsuit in America.

I have a responsibility as your President
to make sure the judicial system runs well,
and I met that duty. I have nominated su-
perb men and women for the Federal
courts, people who will interpret the law,
not legislate from the bench. Yet some
Members of the Senate, are trying to keep
my nominees off the bench by blocking
up-or-down votes. Every judicial nominee
deserves a fair hearing and an up-or-down
vote on the Senate floor. I appreciate Sen-
ator Miller and Senator Chambliss’ strong
support for the nominees I've nominated.
It’s time for some of the Members of the
United States Senate to stop playing politics
with American justice.

This country needs an energy plan, and
Congress needs to complete the work on
that bill and get it to my desk. We must
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promote energy efficiency and conservation
and to develop cleaner technologies to help
us explore in environmentally friendly ways.
But for the sake of economic security and
for the sake of national security, we must
become less dependent on foreign sources
of energy.

A strong and prosperous nation must also
be a compassionate nation. I will continue
to advance our agenda of compassionate
conservatism, which means we’ll apply the
best and most innovative ideas to the task
of helping fellow citizens in need. We
need—there are millions of men and
women in this country who want to end
their dependence on government and be-
come independent through hard work. We
must build on the success of welfare re-
form, put good job-training programs in
place that help people find work that actu-
ally exists, so that more people can have
work and dignity in their lives.

With the help of Congress, we're work-
ing to ensure that more Americans can
serve their communities and their country
through what’s called the Citizen Service
Program. Both Houses of the United States
Congress must pass my Faith-Based Initia-
tive. It is essential that our Government
not fear the influence of faith in our society
but welcome people of faith into serving
the difficult problems of heart, the difficult
problems of the homeless, the addiction,
mentoring of children. Faith is one of the
great strengths of America, and our Gov-
ernment must welcome faith-based pro-
grams.

A compassionate society must promote
opportunity for every single citizen, includ-
ing the independence and dignity that
come from ownership. This administration
will constantly strive to promote an owner-
ship society in America. We want more
people owning their own home. In our
country today, we have a minority home-
ownership gap, and that’s not good for
America. I have put forth plans, have
worked with Senator Miller and Senator
Chambliss to close this gap. We're working
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hard to encourage more people in America
to own their own home. We want more
people owning their own health care plans
and managing their health care plans. We
want people owning and managing their
own retirement accounts. We want more
people owning their own small business,
because we understand that when a person
owns something, he or she has a vital stake
in the future of America.

A compassionate society is one in which
people respect one another, respect their
religious views, respect their backgrounds,
and take responsibility for the decisions
they make in life. The culture of this coun-
try is changing from one that has said, “If
it feels good, do it,” and, “If you've got
a problem, blame somebody else,” to a cul-
ture in which each of us understands that
we are responsible for the decisions we
make in life. If you are fortunate enough
to be a mother or a father, you're respon-
sible for loving your child with all your
heart. If you're worried about the quality
of the education in the community in which
you live, you are responsible for doing
something about it. If youre a CEO in
corporate America, youre responsible for
telling the truth to your shareholders and
your employees. And in this new responsi-
bility society, each of us is responsible for
loving our neighbor just like we’d like to
be loved ourself.

We can see that culture of service and
responsibility growing around us. I went to
a church in downtown New Orleans today
that was full of neighborhood healers, peo-
ple who have heard the universal call, peo-
ple from all walks of life, different religions,
all aimed at serving our Nation by helping
somebody who hurts.

I started what’s called the USA Freedom
Corps to encourage Americans to extend
a compassionate hand to a neighbor in
need, and the response has been fantastic.
The strength of this country lies in the
hearts and souls of our citizens. Policemen
and firefighters and people who wear our
Nation’s uniform remind us what it means
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to sacrifice for something greater than our-
selves in life. Once again, the children of
this country believe in heroes, because they
see them every day.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica. And I've been privileged to see the
compassion and the character of the Amer-
ican people. All the tests of the last 3 years
have come to the right nation. We're a
strong country, and we use that strength
to defend the peace. We're an optimistic
country, confident in ourselves and in ideals
bigger than ourselves. Abroad, we seek to
lift whole nations by spreading freedom.
At home, we seek to lift up lives by spread-
ing opportunity to every corner of America.

This is the work that history has set before
us. We welcome it and know that for our
country, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you all. Thanks for com-

ing.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 6:12 p.m. at
the Georgia World Congress Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Sonny Perdue
of Georgia; Alec Poitevint, chairman, Geor-
gia Republican Party; and former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. He also referred
to Title I of the Improving America’s Schools
Act of 1994 (Public Law No. 103-382), which
amended Title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (Public Law
No. 89-10).

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Termination of Emergency With

Respect to Sierra Leone and Liberia
January 15, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 202(a) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622,
I hereby report that I have issued an Exec-
utive Order on January 15, 2004, that ter-
minates the national emergency described
and declared with respect to Sierra Leone
in Executive Order 13194 of January 18,
2001, and expanded in scope with respect
to Liberia by Executive Order 13213 of
May 22, 2001.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
Order. This order becomes effective at

12:01 a.m. eastern standard time on January
16, 2004.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Janu-
ary 16. The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Recess Appointment of Charles W. Pickering as a United

States Court of Appeals Circuit Judge

January 16, 2004

Today I was proud to exercise my con-
stitutional ~ authority to appoint Judge
Charles W. Pickering to serve on the

United States Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit. Judge Pickering has served
with distinction as a United States District
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Judge since he was unanimously confirmed
by the Senate in 1990. He is highly quali-
fied to serve on the Court of Appeals and
has widespread bipartisan support from
those who know him best.

For the past 2V% years, Judge Pickering
has been waiting for an up-or-down vote
in the Senate. A bipartisan majority of Sen-
ators supports his confirmation, and if he
were given a vote, he would be confirmed.
But a minority of Democratic Senators has
been wusing unprecedented obstructionist
tactics to prevent him and other qualified
individuals from receiving up-or-down

votes. Their tactics are inconsistent with the
Senate’s constitutional responsibility and
are hurting our judicial system.

As a result of today’s recess appointment,
Judge Pickering will fill a seat on the Fifth
Circuit that has been designated a judicial
emergency. He will perform a valuable
service on a court that needs more judges
to do its work with the efficiency the Amer-
ican people deserve and expect. Again I
call on the Senate to stop playing politics
with the American judicial system and to
give my nominees the up-or-down votes
they deserve.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the

Middle East Peace Process
January 16, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency declared
with respect to foreign terrorists who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process is to continue in effect beyond Jan-
uary 23, 2004, to the Federal Register for
publication. The most recent notice con-
tinuing this emergency was published in the
Federal Register on January 22, 2003 (68
FR 3161).

The crisis with respect to the grave acts
of violence committed by foreign terrorists
that disrupt the Middle East peace process
that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on January 23, 1995, as ex-
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panded on August 20, 1998, has not been
resolved. Terrorist groups continue to en-
gage in activities that have the purpose or
effect of threatening the Middle East peace
process and that are hostile to United
States interests in the region. Such actions
constitute an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign pol-
icy, and economy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency declared with respect to foreign ter-
rorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle
East peace process and to maintain in force
the economic sanctions against them to re-
spond to this threat.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The notice is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

January 16, 2004

Dear :

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-114), (the “Act”), I hereby determine
and report to the Congress that suspension
for 6 months beyond February 1, 2004, of
the right to bring an action under title III
of the Act is necessary to the national inter-
ests of the United States and will expedite
a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

The President’s Radio Address
January 17, 2004

Good morning. This coming week, I will
report to the Congress and the American
people on the state of our Union. Over
the past few years, America has been con-
fronted with great challenges, and the
American people have responded with
strength and compassion and confidence.
This Nation is meeting its priorities, both
at home and abroad.

America continues to wage a relentless
campaign against terrorists who threaten
our country. We're fighting this war on the
offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identi-
fying and seizing their secret finances, and
holding terrorists and their sponsors to ac-
count. These terrorists are still dangerous,
and we will stay on the hunt until they
are destroyed.

Across the greater Middle East, America
is confronting dangers and promoting de-
mocracy and hope as the alternative to ter-
ror and violence. Afghanistan, once ruled
by the brutal Taliban regime, has adopted
a new constitution and is following the path

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard
G. Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden,
Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations; Ted Stevens, chairman,
and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate
Committee on Appropriations; Henry .
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking
member, House Committee on International
Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, chairman,
and David R. Obey, ranking member, House
Committee on Appropriations.

of democracy, including providing funda-
mental rights to women.

The leader of Libya has now pledged
to disclose and dismantle all of his weapons
of mass destruction programs. And in Iraq,
the enemies of freedom are being system-
atically routed from their holes and round-
ed up. Iragis are assuming greater responsi-
bility for their own security and future Gov-
ernment. American troops in that country
are performing their duty with skill and
courage, and we’re proud of them all.

Here at home, we continue to build
prosperity and economic security for our
people. Tax relief has helped turn our
economy around. We've doubled the child
tax credit, cut taxes for everyone who pays
income taxes, and increased incentives for
small businesses to invest in new equip-
ment and create jobs.

The results are clear. Our economy grew
at its fastest pace in two decades in the
third quarter of 2003. Manufacturers are
seeing a rebound in new orders in factory
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activity, and more than a quarter-million
new jobs have been created since August.

Our Government has also acted to
strengthen our Medicare system. To keep
our commitment to America’s senior citi-
zens, we're adding better preventative care
and a prescription drug benefit to the
Medicare program. Many thought these re-
forms were impossible, yet members of
both parties put old debates behind them
and fulfilled our promise to America’s sen-
iors.

On Tuesday night, I will outline the steps
we must take to meet the goals of this
Nation. We will work to expand opportuni-
ties for all Americans to own their own
business. We'll press forward on an agenda
of economic growth so that everyone who
wants to work can find a job. We'll take
steps to help families and small businesses
deal with the rising cost of health care.
We will continue to help schools and stu-
dents meet the high standards we've set
so no child in America is left behind. We

will encourage the good work of faith-based
groups that bring hope to those in need.
For the sake of our own freedom and secu-
rity, we will continue to fight the war on
terror.

With all these actions, we will continue
to confront the challenges of our time, and
we will continue to make America a more
secure, more prosperous, and more hopeful
place.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 9:20 a.m.
on January 16 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
January 17. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 16 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. In his address, the Presi-
dent referred to Col. Muammar Abu Minyar
al-Qadhalfi, leader of Libya. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Luncheon With Spouses of African-American Clergy

January 19, 2004

Thank you all. Please be seated. I have
dropped  by—|laughter]—because Laura
told me to. [Laughter]

First of all, I want to welcome you all
to the people’s house, and I am so glad
you've come to celebrate this important na-
tional holiday with Laura. My job is to in-
troduce her so she can give some remarks.
But before I do so, first of all, I want
to say thanks from the bottom of my heart
for what you and your husbands and your
communities do to help, really, America re-
alize the dream of Martin Luther King,
which is to elevate the dignity of each per-
son, the worth of each person, the freedom
of each person to realize his or her dreams.

In my judgment, many times the most
effective programs to realize that national
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ambition is through our faith community,
because people of faith have heard a uni-
versal call. T remember when my friend
Tony Evans from Dallas one time talked
about broken foundations, cracks on the
wall. And the painter kept trying to repaint
the wall of the house, and they could never
get it right until, finally, somebody stepped
up to them and said, “First you need to
fix the foundation.” It’s that spirit of fixing
foundations and helping people realize their
true worth, through love and compassion
and a—the truth of the matter is—reliance
on a being far greater than Government,
the Almighty, that enables you all to do
the works of mercy and kindness and
neighborhood healing that goes on. The
true strength of America truly is found in
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the hearts and souls of our citizens. And
in my judgment, a way to honor the great
Martin Luther King is to call upon Ameri-
cans to unleash that compassion.

And so I want to welcome you here.
You're generals in the armies of compassion
who are changing America one heart and
one soul and one conscience at a time,
and for that, our Nation is grateful.

And I am grateful that Laura said yes
when I asked her to marry me. [Laughter]
Our First Lady.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:22 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Anthony T.
Evans, senior pastor, Oak Cliff Bible Fellow-
ship, Dallas, TX. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of the First Lady. A tape
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Statement on Senate Inaction on Appropriations Legislation

January 20, 2004

Today a minority in the Senate denied
a vote on a spending bill that is 4 months
overdue and that fulfills important commit-
ments: commitments to veterans who need
health care; to Africans suffering from

AIDS; to FBI agents fighting terror; to chil-
dren learning to read in our Nation’s public
schools. This bill stays within the spending
limits I proposed. And the Senate needs
to pass it.

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the State of the Union

January 20, 2004

Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney,
Members of Congress, distinguished guests,
and fellow citizens: America this evening
is a nation called to great responsibilities,
and we are rising to meet them.

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thou-
sands of American service men and women
are deployed across the world in the war
on terror. By bringing hope to the op-
pressed and delivering justice to the vio-
lent, they are making America more secure.

Each day, law enforcement personnel
and intelligence officers are tracking ter-
rorist threats; analysts are examining airline
passenger lists; the men and women of our
new Homeland Security Department are
patrolling our coasts and borders. And their
Vigilance is protecting America.

Americans are proving once again to be
the hardest working people in the world.
The American economy is growing strong-
er. The tax relief you passed is working.

Tonight Members of Congress can take
pride in the great works of compassion and
reform that skeptics had thought impos-
sible. Youre raising the standards for our
public schools, and you are giving our sen-
ior citizens prescription drug coverage
under Medicare.

We have faced serious challenges to-
gether, and now we face a choice: We can
go forward with confidence and resolve, or
we can turn back to the dangerous illusion
that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw
regimes are no threat to us. We can press
on with economic growth and reforms in
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education and Medicare, or we can turn
back to old policies and old divisions.

We've not come all this way, through
tragedy and trial and war, only to falter
and leave our work unfinished. Americans
are rising to the tasks of history, and they
expect the same from us. In their efforts,
their enterprise, and their character, the
American people are showing that the state
of our Union is confident and strong.

Our greatest responsibility is the active
defense of the American people. Twenty-
eight months have passed since September
the 11th, 2001—over 2 years without an
attack on American soil. And it is tempting
to believe that the danger is behind us.
That hope is understandable, comforting—
and false. The killing has continued in Bali,
Jakarta, Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombasa, Je-
rusalem, Istanbul, and Baghdad. The ter-
rorists continue to plot against America and
the civilized world. And by our will and
courage, this danger will be defeated.

Inside the United States, where the war
began, we must continue to give our home-
land security and law enforcement per-
sonnel every tool they need to defend us.
And one of those essential tools is the PA-
TRIOT Act, which allows Federal law en-
forcement to better share information to
track terrorists, to disrupt their cells, and
to seize their assets. For years, we have
used similar provisions to catch embezzlers
and drug traffickers. If these methods are
good for hunting criminals, they are even
more important for hunting terrorists.

Key provisions of the PATRIOT Act are
set to expire next year. The terrorist threat
will not expire on that schedule. Our law
enforcement needs this vital legislation to
protect our citizens. You need to renew
the PATRIOT Act.

America is on the offensive against the
terrorists who started this war. Last March,
Khalid Sheik Mohammed, a mastermind of
September the 11th, awoke to find himself
in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani au-
thorities. Last August the 11th brought the
capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was
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a key player in the attack in Indonesia that
killed over 200 people. We're tracking Al
Qaida around the world, and nearly two-
thirds of their known leaders have now
been captured or killed. Thousands of very
skilled and determined military personnel
are on the manhunt, going after the re-
maining killers who hide in cities and caves,
and one by one, we will bring these terror-
ists to justice.

As part of the offensive against terror,
we are also confronting the regimes that
harbor and support terrorists and could
supply them with nuclear, chemical, or bio-
logical weapons. The United States and our
allies are determined: We refuse to live
in the shadow of this ultimate danger.

The first to see our determination were
the Taliban, who made Afghanistan the pri-
mary training base of Al Qaida killers. As
of this month, that country has a new con-
stitution guaranteeing free elections and
full participation by women. Businesses are
opening. Health care centers are being es-
tablished, and the boys and girls of Afghan-
istan are back in school. With the help
from the new Afghan army, our coalition
is leading aggressive raids against the sur-
viving members of the Taliban and Al
Qaida. The men and women of Afghanistan
are building a nation that is free and proud
and fighting terror, and America is honored
to be their friend.

Since we last met in this Chamber, com-
bat forces of the United States, Great Brit-
ain, Australia, Poland, and other countries
enforced the demands of the United Na-
tions, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein.
And the people of Iraq are free.

Having broken the Ba’athist regime, we
face a remnant of violent Saddam sup-
porters. Men who ran away from our troops
in battle are now dispersed and attack from
the shadows. These killers, joined by for-
eign terrorists, are a serious, continuing
danger. Yet we're making progress against
them. The once all-powerful ruler of Iraq
was found in a hole and now sits in a
prison cell. Of the top 55 officials of the
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former regime, we have captured or killed
45. Our forces are on the offensive, leading
over 1,600 patrols a day and conducting
an average of 180 raids a week. We are
dealing with these thugs in Iraq just as
surely as we dealt with Saddam Hussein’s
evil regime.

The work of building a new Iraq is hard,
and it is right. And America has always
been willing to do what it takes for what
is right. Last January, Irag’s only law was
the whim of one brutal man. Today, our
coalition is working with the Iraqi Gov-
erning Council to draft a basic law with
a bill of rights. We're working with Iraqis
and the United Nations to prepare for a
transition to full Iraqi sovereignty by the
end of June.

As democracy takes hold in Iraq, the en-
emies of freedom will do all in their power
to spread violence and fear. They are trying
to shake the will of our country and our
friends, but the United States of America
will never be intimidated by thugs and as-
sassins. The killers will fail, and the Iraqi
people will live in freedom.

Month by month, Iragis are assuming
more responsibility for their own security
and their own future. And tonight we are
honored to welcome one of Iraq’s most re-
spected leaders, the current President of
the Iraqi Governing Council, Adnan
Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and
the Iraqi people as you build a free and
peaceful nation.

Because of American leadership and re-
solve, the world is changing for the better.
Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily
pledged to disclose and dismantle all of
his regime’s weapons of mass destruction
programs, including a uranium enrichment
project for nuclear weapons. Colonel Qa-
dhafi correctly judged that his country
would be better off and far more secure
without weapons of mass murder.

Nine months of intense negotiations in-
volving the United States and Great Britain
succeeded with Libya, while 12 years of
diplomacy with Iraq did not. And one rea-

son is clear: For diplomacy to be effective,
words must be credible, and no one can
now doubt the word of America.

Different threats require different strate-
gies. Along with nations in the region, we’re
insisting that North Korea eliminate its nu-
clear program. America and the inter-
national community are demanding that
Iran meet its commitments and not develop
nuclear weapons. America is committed to
keeping the world’s most dangerous weap-
ons out of the hands of the most dangerous
regimes.

When I came to this rostrum on Sep-
tember the 20th, 2001, I brought the police
shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of
lives that ended and a task that does not
end. I gave to you and to all Americans
my complete commitment to securing our
country and defeating our enemies. And
this pledge, given by one, has been kept
by many.

You in the Congress have provided the
resources for our defense and cast the dif-
ficult votes of war and peace. Our closest
allies have been unwavering. America’s in-
telligence personnel and diplomats have
been skilled and tireless. And the men and
women of the American military—they
have taken the hardest duty. We've seen
their skill and their courage in armored
charges and midnight raids and lonely
hours on faithful watch. We have seen the
joy when they return and felt the sorrow
when one is lost. I've had the honor of
meeting our service men and women at
many posts, from the deck of a carrier in
the Pacific to a mess hall in Baghdad.

Many of our troops are listening tonight,
and I want you and your families to know:
America is proud of you, and my adminis-
tration and this Congress will give you the
resources you need to fight and win the
war on terror.

I know that some people question if
America is really in a war at all. They view
terrorism more as a crime, a problem to
be solved mainly with law enforcement and
indictments. After the World Trade Center
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was first attacked in 1993, some of the
guilty were indicted and tried and con-
victed and sent to prison. But the matter
was not settled. The terrorists were still
training and plotting in other nations and
drawing up more ambitious plans. After the
chaos and carnage of September the 11th,
it is not enough to serve our enemies with
legal papers. The terrorists and their sup-
porters declared war on the United States,
and war is what they got.

Some in this Chamber and in our coun-
try did not support the liberation of Iraq.
Objections to war often come from prin-
cipled motives, but let us be candid about
the consequences of leaving Saddam
Hussein in power. We're seeking all the
facts. Already, the Kay Report identified
dozens of weapons-of-mass-destruction-re-
lated program activities and significant
amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed
from the United Nations. Had we failed
to act, the dictator’s weapons of mass de-
struction programs would continue to this
day. Had we failed to act, Security Council
resolutions on Iraq would have been re-
vealed as empty threats, weakening the
United Nations and encouraging defiance
by dictators around the world. Iraq’s torture
chambers would still be filled with victims,
terrified and innocent. The killing fields of
Iraq, where hundreds of thousands of men
and women and children vanished into the
sands, would still be known only to the
killers. For all who love freedom and peace,
the world without Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime is a better and safer place.

Some critics have said our duties in Iraq
must be internationalized. This particular
criticism is hard to explain to our partners
in Britain, Australia, Japan, South Korea,
the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, Po-
land,  Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria,
Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, Nor-
way, El Salvador, and the 17 other coun-
tries that have committed troops to Iraq.
As we debate at home, we must never ig-
nore the vital contributions of our inter-
national partners or dismiss their sacrifices.
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From the beginning, America has sought
international support for our operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained
much support. There is a difference, how-
ever, between leading a coalition of many
nations and submitting to the objections of
a few. America will never seek a permission
slip to defend the security of our country.

We also hear doubts that democracy is
a realistic goal for the greater Middle East,
where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken
and condescending to assume that whole
cultures and great religions are incompat-
ible with liberty and self-government. I be-
lieve that God has planted in every human
heart the desire to live in freedom, and
even when that desire is crushed by tyranny
for decades, it will rise again.

As long as the Middle East remains a
place of tyranny and despair and anger,
it will continue to produce men and move-
ments that threaten the safety of America
and our friends. So America is pursuing
a forward strategy of freedom in the greater
Middle East. We will challenge the en-
emies of reform, confront the allies of ter-
ror, and expect a higher standard from our
friend. To cut through the barriers of hate-
ful propaganda, the Voice of America and
other broadcast services are expanding their
programming in Arabic and Persian, and
soon a new television service will begin
providing reliable news and information
across the region. I will send you a proposal
to double the budget of the National En-
dowment for Democracy and to focus its
new work on the development of free elec-
tions and free markets, free press, and free
labor unions in the Middle East. And above
all, we will finish the historic work of de-
mocracy in Afghanistan and Iraq so those
nations can light the way for others and
help transform a troubled part of the world.

America is a nation with a mission, and
that mission comes from our most basic
beliefs. We have no desire to dominate,
no ambitions of empire. Our aim is a
democratic peace, a peace founded upon
the dignity and rights of every man and
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woman. America acts in this cause with
friends and allies at our side, yet we under-
stand our special calling: This great Repub-
lic will lead the cause of freedom.

In the last 3 years, adversity has also
revealed the fundamental strengths of the
American economy. We have come through
recession and terrorist attack and corporate
scandals and the uncertainties of war. And
because you acted to stimulate our econ-
omy with tax relief, this economy is strong
and growing stronger.

You have doubled the child tax credit
from 500 to $1,000, reduced the marriage
penalty, begun to phase out the death tax,
reduced taxes on capital gains and stock
dividends, cut taxes on small businesses,
and you have lowered taxes for every Amer-
ican who pays income taxes.

Americans took those dollars and put
them to work, driving this economy for-
ward. The pace of economic growth in the
third quarter of 2003 was the fastest in
nearly 20 years; new home construction,
the highest in almost 20 years; homeowner-
ship rates, the highest ever. Manufacturing
activity is increasing. Inflation is low. Inter-
est rates are low. Exports are growing. Pro-
ductivity is high, and jobs are on the rise.
These numbers confirm that the American
people are using their money far better
than Government would have, and you
were right to return it.

America’s growing economy is also a
changing economy. As technology trans-
forms the way almost every job is done,
America becomes more productive and
workers need new skills. Much of our job
growth will be found in high-skilled fields
like health care and biotechnology. So we
must respond by helping more Americans
gain the skills to find good jobs in our
new economy.

All skills begin with the basics of reading
and math, which are supposed to be
learned in the early grades of our schools.
Yet for too long, for too many children,
those skills were never mastered. By pass-
ing the No Child Left Behind Act, you

have made the expectation of literacy the
law of our country. We're providing more
funding for our schools, a 36-percent in-
crease since 2001. We're requiring higher
standards. We are regularly testing every
child on the fundamentals. We are report-
ing results to parents and making sure they
have better options when schools are not
performing. We are making progress to-
ward excellence for every child in America.

But the status quo always has defenders.
Some want to undermine the No Child
Left Behind Act by weakening standards
and accountability. Yet the results we re-
quire are really a matter of common sense:
We expect third graders to read and do
math at the third grade level, and that’s
not asking too much. Testing is the only
way to identify and help students who are
falling behind. This Nation will not go back
to the days of simply shuffling children
along from grade to grade without them
learning the basics. I refuse to give up on
any child, and the No Child Left Behind
Act is opening the door of opportunity to
all of America’s children.

At the same time, we must ensure that
older students and adults can gain the skills
they need to find work now. Many of the
fastest growing occupations require strong
math and science preparation and training
beyond the high school level. So tonight,
I propose a series of measures called Jobs
for the 21st Century. This program will
provide extra help to middle and high
school students who fall behind in reading
and math, expand advanced placement pro-
grams in low-income schools, invite math
and science professionals from the private
sector to teach part-time in our high
schools. I propose larger Pell grants for stu-
dents who prepare for college with de-
manding courses in high school. T propose
increasing our support for America’s fine
community colleges, so they can—I do so,
so they can train workers for industries that
are creating the most new jobs. By all these
actions, we'll help more and more Ameri-
cans to join in the growing prosperity of
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our country. ]ob training is important, and
SO is job creation. We must continue to
pursue an aggressive, progrowth economic
agenda.

Congress has some unfinished business
on the issue of taxes. The tax reductions
you passed are set to expire. Unless you
act, the unfair tax on marriage will go back
up. Unless you act, millions of families will
be charged $300 more in Federal taxes for
every child. Unless you act, small busi-
nesses will pay higher taxes. Unless you
act, the death tax will eventually come back
to life. Unless you act, Americans face a
tax increase. What Congress has given, the
Congress should not take away. For the
sake of job growth, the tax cuts you passed
should be permanent.

Our agenda for jobs and growth must
help small-business owners and employees
with relief from needless Federal regulation
and protect them from junk and frivolous
lawsuits.

Consumers and businesses need reliable
supplies of energy to make our economy
run, so I urge you to pass legislation to
modernize our electricity system, promote
conservation, and make America less de-
pendent on foreign sources of energy.

My administration is promoting free and
fair trade to open up new markets for
America’s entrepreneurs and manufacturers
and farmers, to create jobs for American
workers. Younger workers should have the
opportunity to build a nest egg by saving
part of their Social Security taxes in a per-
sonal retirement account. We should make
the Social Security system a source of own-
ership for the American people. And we
should limit the burden of Government on
this economy by acting as good stewards
of taxpayers” dollars.

In 2 weeks, I will send you a budget
that funds the war, protects the homeland,
and meets important domestic needs while
limiting the growth in discretionary spend-
ing to less than 4 percent. This will require
that Congress focus on priorities, cut waste-
ful spending, and be wise with the people’s
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money. By doing so, we can cut the deficit
in half over the next 5 years.

Tonight I also ask you to reform our
immigration laws so they reflect our values
and benefit our economy. I propose a new
temporary-worker program to match willing
foreign workers with willing employers
when no Americans can be found to fill
the job. This reform will be good for our
economy because employers will find need-
ed workers in an honest and orderly sys-
tem. A temporary-worker program will help
protect our homeland, allowing Border Pa-
trol and law enforcement to focus on true
threats to our national security.

I oppose amnesty, because it would en-
courage further illegal immigration and un-
fairly reward those who break our laws. My
temporary-worker program will preserve
the citizenship path for those who respect
the law while bringing millions of hard-
working men and women out from the
shadows of American life.

Our Nation’s health care system, like our
economy, is also in a time of change. Amaz-
ing medical technologies are improving and
saving lives. This dramatic progress has
brought its own challenge, in the rising
costs of medical care and health insurance.
Members of Congress, we must work to-
gether to help control those costs and ex-
tend the benefits of modern medicine
throughout our country.

Meeting these goals requires bipartisan
effort, and 2 months ago, you showed the
way. By strengthening Medicare and adding
a prescription drug benefit, you kept a
basic commitment to our seniors. You are
giving them the modern medicine they de-
serve.

Starting this year, under the law you
passed, seniors can choose to receive a drug
discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent
off the retail price of most prescription
drugs, and millions of low-income seniors
can get an additional $600 to buy medicine.
Beginning next year, seniors will have new
coverage for preventive screenings against
diabetes and heart disease, and seniors just
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entering Medicare can receive wellness
exams.

In January of 2006, seniors can get pre-
scription drug coverage under Medicare.
For a monthly premium of about $35, most
seniors who do not have that coverage
today can expect to see their drug bills
cut roughly in half. Under this reform, sen-
ior citizens will be able to keep their Medi-
care just as it is, or they can choose a
Medicare plan that fits them best, just as
you, as Members of Congress, can choose
an insurance plan that meets your needs.
And starting this year, millions of Ameri-
cans will be able to save money tax-free
for their medical expenses in a health sav-
ings account.

I signed this measure proudly, and any
attempt to limit the choices of our seniors
or to take away their prescription drug cov-
erage under Medicare will meet my veto.

On the critical issue of health care, our
goal is to ensure that Americans can choose
and afford private health care coverage that
best fits their individual needs. To make
insurance more affordable, Congress must
act to address rapidly rising health care
costs. Small businesses should be able to
band together and negotiate for lower in-
surance rates, so they can cover more work-
ers with health insurance. I urge you to
pass association health plans. I ask you to
give lower income Americans a refundable
tax credit that would allow millions to buy
their own basic health insurance.

By computerizing health records, we can
avoid dangerous medical mistakes, reduce
costs, and improve care. To protect the
doctor-patient relationship and keep good
doctors doing good work, we must elimi-
nate wasteful and frivolous medical law-
suits. And tonight I propose that individuals
who buy catastrophic health care coverage
as part of our new health savings accounts
be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the
premiums from their taxes.

A Government-run health care system is
the wrong prescription. By keeping costs
under control, expanding access, and help-

ing more Americans afford coverage, we
will preserve the system of private medicine
that makes America’s health care the best
in the world.

We are living in a time of great change
in our world, in our economy, in science
and medicine. Yet some things endure:
courage and compassion, reverence and in-
tegrity, respect for differences of faith and
race. The values we try to live by never
change, and they are instilled in us by fun-
damental institutions such as families and
schools and religious congregations. These
institutions, these unseen pillars of civiliza-
tion, must remain strong in America, and
we will defend them. We must stand with
our families to help them raise healthy, re-
sponsible children. When it comes to help-
ing children make right choices, there is
work for all of us to do.

One of the worst decisions our children
can make is to gamble their lives and fu-
tures on drugs. Our Government is helping
parents confront this problem with aggres-
sive education, treatment, and law enforce-
ment. Drug use in high school has declined
by 11 percent over the last 2 years. Four
hundred thousand fewer young people are
using illegal drugs than in the year 2001.
In my budget, I propose new funding to
continue our aggressive, community-based
strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs.
Drug testing in our schools has proven to
be an effective part of this effort. So to-
night I propose an additional 23 million
for schools that want to use drug testing
as a tool to save children’s lives. The aim
here is not to punish children but to send
them this message: We love you, and we
do not want to lose you.

To help children make right choices, they
need good examples. Athletics play such an
important role in our society, but unfortu-
nately, some in professional sports are not
setting much of an example. The use of
performance-enhancing drugs like steroids
in baseball, football, and other sports is
dangerous, and it sends the wrong message,
that there are shortcuts to accomplishment
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and that performance is more important
than character. So tonight I call on team
owners, union representatives, coaches, and
players to take the lead, to send the right
signal, to get tough, and to get rid of
steroids now.

To encourage right choices, we must be
willing to confront the dangers young peo-
ple face, even when they're difficult to talk
about. Each year, about 3 million teenagers
contract sexually transmitted diseases that
can harm them or kill them or prevent
them from ever becoming parents. In my
budget, I propose a grassroots campaign
to help inform families about these medical
risks. We will double Federal funding for
abstinence programs, so schools can teach
this fact of life: Abstinence for young peo-
ple is the only certain way to avoid sexually
transmitted diseases.

Decisions children now make can affect
their health and character for the rest of
their lives. All of us, parents and schools
and government, must work together to
counter the negative influence of the cul-
ture and to send the right messages to our
children.

A strong America must also value the
institution of marriage. I believe we should
respect individuals as we take a principled
stand for one of the most fundamental, en-
during institutions of our civilization. Con-
gress has already taken a stand on this issue
by passing the Defense of Marriage Act,
signed in 1996 by President Clinton. That
statute protects marriage under Federal law
as a union of a man and a woman and
declares that one State may not redefine
marriage for other States.

Activist judges, however, have begun re-
defining marriage by court order, without
regard for the will of the people and their
elected representatives. On an issue of such
great consequence, the people’s voice must
be heard. If judges insist on forcing their
arbitrary will upon the people, the only al-
ternative left to the people would be the
constitutional process. Our Nation must de-
fend the sanctity of marriage.
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The outcome of this debate is important,
and so is the way we conduct it. The same
moral tradition that defines marriage also
teaches that each individual has dignity and
value in God’s sight.

It’s also important to strengthen our
communities by unleashing the compassion
of America’s religious institutions. Religious
charities of every creed are doing some of
the most vital work in our country: men-
toring children, feeding the hungry, taking
the hand of the lonely. Yet Government
has often denied social service grants and
contracts to these groups, just because they
have a cross or a Star of David or a cres-
cent on the wall. By Executive order, I
have opened billions of dollars in grant
money to competition that includes faith-
based charities. Tonight I ask you to codify
this into law, so people of faith can know
that the law will never discriminate against
them again.

In the past, we've worked together to
bring mentors to children of prisoners and
provide treatment for the addicted and help
for the homeless. Tonight I ask you to con-
sider another group of Americans in need
of help. This year, some 600,000 inmates
will be released from prison back into soci-
ety. We know from long experience that
if they can’t find work or a home or help,
they are much more likely to commit crime
and return to prison. So tonight I propose
a 4-year, $300 million prisoner reentry ini-
tiative to expand job training and placement
services, to provide transitional housing,
and to help newly released prisoners get
mentoring, including from faith-based
groups. America is the land of second
chance, and when the gates of the prison
open, the path ahead should lead to a bet-
ter life.

For all Americans, the last 3 years have
brought tests we did not ask for and
achievements shared by all. By our actions,
we have shown what kind of nation we
are. In grief, we have found the grace to
go on. In challenge, we rediscovered the
courage and daring of a free people. In
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victory, we have shown the noble aims and
good heart of America. And having come
this far, we sense that we live in a time
set apart.

I've been witness to the character of the
people of America, who have shown calm
in times of danger, compassion for one an-
other, and toughness for the long haul. All
of us have been partners in a great enter-
prise. And even some of the youngest un-
derstand that we are living in historic times.
Last month a girl in Lincoln, Rhode Island,
sent me a letter. It began, “Dear George
W. Bush. If there’s anything you know I,
Ashley Pearson, age 10, can do to help
anyone, please send me a letter and tell
me what I can do to save our country.”
She added this P.S.: “If you can send a
letter to the troops, please put, ‘Ashley
Pearson believes in you.””

Tonight, Ashley, your message to our
troops has just been conveyed. And vyes,
you have some duties yourself: Study hard
in school; listen to your mom or dad; help
someone in need; and when you and your
friends see a man or woman in uniform,
say, “Thank you.” And Ashley, while you
do your part, all of us here in this great

Chamber will do our best to keep you and
the rest of America safe and free.

My fellow citizens, we now move forward
with confidence and faith. Our Nation is
strong and steadfast. The cause we serve
is right, because it is the cause of all man-
kind. The momentum of freedom in our
world is unmistakable, and it is not carried
forward by our power alone. We can trust
in that greater power who guides the un-
folding of the years. And in all that is to
come, we can know that His purposes are
just and true.

May God continue to bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:12 p.m. in
the House Chamber of the Capitol. In his
remarks, he referred to Khalid Sheik Mo-
hammed, senior Al Qaida leader responsible
for planning the September 11 attack, who
was captured in Pakistan on March 1, 2003;
Nurjaman Riduan Isamuddin (known as
Hambali), Al Qaida’s chief operational plan-
ner in Southeast Asia; former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; and Col. Muammar
Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks in a Discussion at Owens Community College in Perrysburg

Township, Ohio
January 21, 2004

The President. Thank you, Dr. Adams.
Well done. [Laughter] You read it just like
I wrote it. [Laughter] I appreciate your in-
vitation. Thank you for your leadership. I
want to thank you all for coming. I particu-
larly want to thank the panelists who are
here. We’re about to have a discussion
about how a community college can change
people’s lives in a positive way, how we
can use our community college system to
help people who want to work gain the
skills necessary to find jobs in what is a
changing economy.

Before we get there, I do want to say
a few comments, now that youre stuck
here. [Laughter] First, it’s great to be in
Toledo, the home of the Mud Hens. I've
always been intrigued by the nickname, the
“Mud Hens.” [Laughter]

I'm glad to be in the presence of two
Members of the United States Senate who
actually hitched a ride on Air Force One.
They endured a rather long speech last
night, then got on the airplane and endured
another speech. [Laughter] And that would
be Senator George Voinovich and Senator
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Mike DeWine. I want to thank you for
coming. There they are, yes.

I was telling—talking to George about
what we were going to do here today. He
said, “You know, when I was a Governor,
I recognized the role of community colleges
in job training.” And I want to give George
credit where credit is due. He was a pio-
neer in making sure that the curriculum
of the community college system in Ohio
was relevant to the needs of employers and
potential employees. What we’re really here
to talk about is something that George
Voinovich started, and I'm grateful.

That tradition is being carried on by your
current Governor, Governor Bob Taft. I'm
honored you’re here, Governor. Thank you
for coming. I appreciate Paul Gillmor; Con-
gressman Gillmor is with us today. Con-
gressman, thank you for coming. He was
quick to point out that Owens is in his
district. [Laughter] T'm quick to point out,
you better take care of Owens. It's doing
a fine job, Congressman. I appreciate you.
And you are—and you are.

We've got a lot of local officials here,
mayors, and—I appreciate you coming.
We've got members of the school board
who are here, trustees of this important
college, and I want to thank you all for
being here.

Last night I had the opportunity to ad-
dress the Nation. I talked about a lot of
subjects that were on my mind. One of
them, of course, is that we still fight the
war on terror. I just want to assure you
that T understand, my most important obli-
gation as your President is to keep this
country secure and strong. And there are
a lot of really good people working on your
behalf, whether it be people in the Home-
land Security Department—and thank you
for training people for the Homeland Secu-
rity Department—local police, local fire-
fighters, or the brave men and women who
wear our uniform, all of whom understand
the solemn obligation to protect the people.
We will never forget the lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th. We will stay on the offen-
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sive. We will win the war on terror and
make sure that America is secure and free.

I see local officers here. It is very impor-
tant that we provide law enforcement with
the tools necessary to fight and win this
war. I called for the renewal of the Patriot
Act. T want to tell you why. It is important
that we be able to share information at
the Federal level. It’s important we have
the authority to be able to seize assets.
These tools in the Patriot Act, most of the
tools, we have been using for years against
embezzlers or criminals. We're at war. It
seems like to me it is logical that we apply
tools that we’ve used to catch embezzlers
to be able to catch terrorists. The Congress
needs to renew the PATRIOT Act so we
can win the war on terror and secure the
homeland.

I also reminded the people that we've
been through a lot in this country, particu-
larly when it comes to the economy. Just
a brief recap: We've been through a reces-
sion. That means three quarters of negative
growth, which means people get laid off
their jobs. We had a terrorist attack which
affected the psychology of the country. It
really did. It changed foreign policy, by the
way. When you see a gathering threat, we
can no longer ignore it and hope it goes
away. It also said to America that we are—
we can be hurt by an enemy that hates
us. And it affected us. It really did.

We had corporate scandals. I oftentimes
talk about the need to usher in a period
of personal responsibility. If you're a CEO
in corporate America, you're responsible for
telling the truth to your shareholders and
your employees. And we passed laws to
make that abundantly clear.

And then, we marched to war. We took
gathering threats seriously, and we dealt
with them. The world is better off without
Saddam Hussein and the Taliban. But all
that—the march to war affected our psy-
chology and confidence. It is hard to be
optimistic about the future when you turn
on your TV screens and say, “America is
marching to war.” War is not positive. War



Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Jan. 21

is—it sends the signal that there will be
uncertainty. We’re now marching to peace.
But we overcome a lot, and it’s important
for our citizens to remember that.

We overcame it, in my judgment, be-
cause we properly stimulated the economy
by letting people keep their money. And
now we're growing. Nationwide, this econ-
omy is strong: Housing up; inflation’s low;
interest rates are low. We had good exports
the last quarter. New jobs are being cre-
ated—I mean, last month on the exports.
Things are happening.

I fully recognize, in Ohio there are still
troubled times. The manufacturing here is
sluggish at best, and therefore, people are
looking for work. People who could rely
upon a steady job in the manufacturing sec-
tor are hoping to be able to realize their
hopes by finding work elsewhere.

There are some things we can do to
make sure the Ohio manufacturing sector
is strong. One is to make sure our trading
partners understand, we expect there to be
free, but level—the playing field needs to
be level, that we expect countries like
China to understand that trade imbalances
doesn’t mean—that says that the trade is
not balanced and fair, that they've got to
deal with their currency.

We also need an energy policy, by the
way. If you rely upon manufacturing to
have a vibrant job base, you've got to have
an energy policy. Manufacturers need to
have a reliable source of energy. We're too
dependent on foreign sources of energy.
We got public policy that is—that makes
it difficult for Ohio’s manufacturers to say,
“We got a reliable source of energy.” We've
run up the demand for natural gas. We
haven't had a corresponding increase in
natural gas. It’s hard to keep people work-
ing when your energy bills are going out
of sight. We need an energy policy. I called
on Congress to pass one, and they need
to get one to my desk.

One other issue that makes it hard for
people to stay working in certain industries
is that we got a problem with medical li-

ability. There are junk and frivolous law-
suits which are running good docs out of
business. Now, look, any doctor who is a
bad doc deserves to be held to task. But
you can’t have a system where people just
file lawsuit after lawsuit after lawsuit, fish-
ing for a rich settlement, because what
that’s going to do is, it’s going to run up
the cost of health care and drive good docs
out of business. And that affects the ability
for employers to keep people working.
Congress needs to pass medical liability re-
form now.

These are some of the ways to make
sure the manufacturing activity of this State
remains strong. But the truth of the matter
is, there is job growth in other sectors, and
therefore, we’'d better have a system which
is able to be flexible enough to help people
who want to work find a job, to match
willing worker with willing employer. And
that’s what we’re here to talk about.

Very quickly, the first stage to make sure
workers are trained is to make sure our
public education system does its job. The
No Child Left Behind Act is challenging
what I call the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. We're raising standards. We're trust-
ing local people to make the right deci-
sions. But we expect every child—every
child—not just a few but every child to
learn the basics of reading and math. Like
I said last night, I'm going to repeat here,
the days of just quitting on kids early and
shuffling them through our public schools
is over.

The ability for these community colleges
to do their job means we better have peo-
ple coming out of high school who can
read and write and add and subtract. The
best place to start is early, and we're start-
ing early now in America. We're testing
to make sure we figure out who needs extra
help. And the Federal Government is in-
creasing Federal spending, particularly on
Title I students, in dramatic fashion. I also
think we need to spend additional money
for kids in high school. See, there’s a learn-
ing gap where the accountability systems
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are late in arriving in certain places, and
therefore, some kids have been shuffled
through.

Last night I didn’t specify what I meant,
but I'll tell you right now what I meant.
I think we need to spend an additional
$100 million for high school and inter-
mediate reading programs. We want these
kids at least reading when theyre coming
out of high school. And you've got to be
honest about it, and these presidents of
these community colleges will tell you,
sometimes they're getting kids out of high
school that can’t read. And that’s a shame,
and that’s not right. And we can focus extra
resources there.

We need people who are more steeped
in math and sciences. And therefore, it’s
important for us to encourage scientists and
mathematicians to teach part-time and to
make sure our teachers are properly trained
in the math and sciences so they can impart
knowledge that is necessary for kids to have
a bright future. We got extra teacher train-
ing money, about $120 million a year.

I think we need to have more advanced
placement programs in low-income schools
to encourage rigorous curriculum for all
students. See, if you're challenging the soft
bigotry of low expectations, you believe
every child can learn. And therefore, we
ought to be raising that bar for all students.
And so we've got money in the budget,
$28 million to encourage advanced place-
ment programs to go into neighborhoods
that have not had the benefit of an ad-
vanced placement program. And then, to
coincide that, I think we ought to have
increased Pell grants for students who qual-
ify and take rigorous curriculum, and that
would be Pell grants of up to $1,000 addi-
tional money.

I'm telling you—what I'm telling you is
we're focusing on people who can achieve
the great promise of our country. We're
not going to quit on anybody, and we’re
going to make sure the community college
system does its job. As you know full well,
particularly if you're a trustee of the com-
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munity college, that most of the money is
local money, but the Federal Government
can help, particularly when it comes to job
training.

The president talked about the job train-
ing initiative I talked about last night. It's
$250 million of direct money to help on
these programs which match workers with
employers. There’s no better place to do
that than the community college system.
The community college system is flexible.
The community college system is local. The
community college system accepts input.

And that’s what we’re here to talk about.
It’s very important for people who are lis-
tening to this conversation that if youre
running a community college, I want you
to pay attention to what Owens has done.
And as importantly, if you're somebody out
there who doesn’t see a bright tomorrow,
listen to the two students. They may look
old to be students—[laughter]—but no-
body’s too old to be a student.

Let me—why don’t we—you heard from
Dr. Adams. I don’t know if you want to
elaborate beyond this, Dr. Adams. I
thought your explanation about what your
community college is doing was great. It
should be clear to people when you hear
the number of students being trained for
work—18,000, I think you said—is the rea-
son I'm here. You've got 18,000 people
coming through here who are better skilled
to meet the jobs being generated in this
part of the world. And if you want to elabo-
rate on that, you can. She also told me
a lot about nursing, by the way. We've got
a nursing—|applause]—yes, there you are.
It's a nursing shortage?

Participant. Yes.

The President. Forty thousand students?
Well, anyway.

[At this point, the discussion continued.]

The President. Yes, 1 appreciate the guy
who is responsible for making sure the cur-
riculum actually adjusts and doesn’t stay
stuck. What you've got to worry about, if
you're in the local community, you've got
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to ask this question to a provost, “Are you
flexible?” [Laughter] In other words, if
somebody shows up and says, “We've got
a demand for jobs,” will the community
college adjust?

It used to be, in the old days when they
held Governors to account as to whether
or not we were meeting workforce require-
ments, it didn’t matter what job you trained
somebody for. All that mattered is, you
train them. So—I'm sure this didn’t happen
with Voinovich; it might have happened
with me—you go out and train 1,000 hair-
dressers for 50 jobs. But everybody said,
“Youre doing a fine job. You're training
a lot of people.”

The key is to train people for the work
which actually exists. No better place to
do that than in a community college; that’s
why we're spending $250 million to encour-
age that.

Paul Unger is with us. He’s the pro-
vost—fancy word for the guy responsible
for making sure it works. [Laughter] And
he is.

[Paul Unger, provost, Owens Community
College, made brief remarks.]

The President. Yes, see, I hope everybody
listened to what he just said. He said, “We
take input.” Sometimes institutions of high-
er education don’t take input and miss op-
portunity. Owens takes input because
they're willing to listen to the people on
the frontlines of hiring, making the hiring
decisions, for which I'm grateful.

Jim Gilmore is the coordinator here of
the Skilled Trades Technology and Inte-
grated Systems Technology Programs. Why
don’t you tell us what that means, what
a coordinator does, and—just tell me what
you do.

Jim Gilmore. Coordinator is a fancy word
for the guy who does a lot and

The President. And gets no credit.

Mr. Gilmore. And gets no credit. [Laugh-
ter]

[The discussion continued. ]

Mr. Gilmore. The other part of my posi-
tion is to work with local area business
and industry and find out what those needs
are, what are they looking for, and if they
have an opening, to put those students with
those companies and match them up.

The President. How do you do that? In
other words, if some person out there says,
“I need to hire five new people,” how does
that person get in touch with you? How
does

Mr. Gilmore. What are you looking for,
Mr. President? [Laughter]

The President. I'm trying to think of a
cute answer. [Laughter]

Mr. Gilmore. The quiet ones are dan-
gerous. [Laughter]

The President. That's right. I don’t need
a new wife, fortunately. [Laughter] I mar-
ried really well. [Laughter]

Mr. Gilmore. In my position, companies
will usually seek us out and ask us specifi-
cally, “We are looking for people with these
skills.” For example, a company might say,
“We're looking for maintenance people,
and we need our maintenance people to
have skills in hydraulics, pneumatics, elec-
tronics, PLCs.” And they might come to
me and say, “Do you have somebody in
mind or can you put me in touch with
a placement service, with anybody that
would have an idea of what Owens and
Owens students have to offer? And most
typically, we’ll put them in touch with our
placement service, the Wood County’s
placement service, or Lucas County or
whatever county that that company happens
to reside in. And we match those people
up to find them the right job. So it’s a
two-way street.

The President. Good job. Here’s the
thing, that—he talks about one-stop; let me
tell you what that means. That means
there’s one place at the local level where
a—somebody who is looking for work can
go to try to find a job. That's what that
means. And there’s a lot of opportunities
around the country at one-stops. It's one
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of the interesting innovations which Gov-
ernment put in place in the past decade
to make sure that people are able to find
a job. They can find help there. They can
find counseling services.

Better to explain the one-stop than me
is Ruth Larabee. She is the director of the
Wood County Department of Jobs and
Family Services. Would you please tell ev-
erybody what a one-stop does, what your
day is like, what—here in the community,
are people looking for workers? What do
you see, and what do you hear?

[Ruth Larabee made brief remarks.]

The President. Thanks, I appreciate you
sharing that with us. You heard me talk
about statistics, and they're good. There’s
no doubt things are getting better, and
that’s positive. There’s no doubt the econ-
omy is changing because of technology, and
that’s interesting. It makes for great, inter-
esting opportunities.

But one of the things we've got to recog-
nize in our society, as technology races
through the economy, some people could
conceivably be—are being left behind be-
cause of the skill sets, and that we welcome
innovation, productivity increases. These
are all positive for labor stability, higher
wages, better opportunity. But this country
of ours must also recognize that the work-
force needs to be constantly trained to stay
up with the technological advances.

And two people to best talk about that
are with us today—students, people who
are not satisfied with falling behind, people
who have found that there’s opportunity
and are willing to seize it.

I was teasing Becky, publicly, of course,
here. [Laughter] But I did so with pride
in my voice, I want you to know, because
she is—has struggled. And here she sits
with a bright future. And so I want you
to share your story with us, Becky. She’s
a good soul who has got—and I told Becky
coming in here today, I said, “There’s peo-
ple just like you, Becky, who are probably
watching, or may be watching, who just
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got to know that because of what you have
done here at Owens, theyve got a shot
too. They’ve got an opportunity to improve
themselves.” So let her go.

[Rebecca Albritton, student, Owens Com-
munity College, made brief remarks.]

The President. This good soul says, “T've
got a skill set; I need to upgrade it,” that
“The world is changing; I need to change
with it.” Community colleges need to
change, but people also have got to make
the conscious decision to seize opportunity,
to see a brighter future. That’s what I love
about Becky’s story. She could have just
said, “Well, T quit.” But she didn’t. She
found opportunity.

Some of the people may be out there
wondering whether or not this is affordable,
whether or not there is any help. And why
don’t you tell us, Becky, what you found.

Ms. Albritton. 1 found, when 1 went out
to the one-stop, that tuition was available,
and they pay for your tuition; they pay for
your books. The only thing they don’t pay
for is your time. That’s honest.

The President. That's good. [Laughter]
Let me ask you this question. Is it worth
it?

Ms. Albritton. Very much so, very much
S0.

The President. There you go.

The other living example of what is pos-
sible when people make up their mind to
improve themselves and seek opportunity,
and the local community provides those op-
portunities, is Mike. Mike Potter is with
us. He’s the pretty one down there on the
end. [Laughter] 1 asked Mike to share his
story with you because I think you’ll find
it interesting. I think anybody who wonders
whether or not they can learn a new skill
should listen to what Mike has to say.
Mike, why don’t you let her go.

[Mike Potter, maintenance technician, Ora-
cle Packaging, made brief remarks.]

The President. How long did it take? I
mean, you're laid off; you come here. How



Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Jan. 21

long did it take you to get prepared, to
get—to be ready for the new kind of job,
the higher paying job? Because, frankly, he
was more productive as a worker. He had
the skills necessary to fit into the changing
economy. How long were you here for?

Mr. Potter. The program—actually it’s a
self-based program. It's an excellent pro-
gram for anybody that doesn’t have much
trouble with—well, that has trouble with
bookwork, I'm sorry. It's hands-on, self
paced, and that’s what was a great part.
It actually took me about, probably about
maybe 3 or 4 months to finish the program.

The President. So it’s not a lifetime?

Mr. Potter. No, no, not at all.

The President. Youre able to come in,
move quickly, get some skills, and all of
a sudden, somebody says, “I love his atti-
tude. He’s a hard worker, and he’s got the
skill sets necessary to fit into this new
workforce.” That’s what people need to
know.

Mr. Potter. Everything is changing. Peo-
ple don’t just want to see a person with
just one skill anymore. They want several
skills, and that's what the IST program of-
fers.

The President. That's good. Thanks for
sharing. You did a great job.

Our two students here are serving as
mentors, in a way, aren’t they? They're say-
ing what is possible. And I want to thank
you all for sharing your story. I'm sure it
was a nerve-wracking experience—/[laugh-
ter]—thinking about coming here. [Laugh-
ter] Look at all those cameras.

We've got another mentor with us today.
Bruce Vanisacker is with us. He came out
to the airport to meet me. It's an inter-
esting idea he’s doing. He has started
what’s called First Robotics, that teaches
and inspires young people to be interested
in the sciences, and that’s important.
Science and engineering and mathematics
are all essential as we head into the 21st
century.

I appreciate Bruce coming because it
gives me a chance to remind people here

and in Toledo and around the State of Ohio
and the country that the true strength of
the country lies in the hearts and souls
of our fellow citizens, that we're a mighty
military country—we’ll stay that way, in
order to keep the peace—that we've got
wealth, compared to other countries, and
that's good. But the true strength can be
found in neighborhoods where people have
decided to mentor a child, to teach a per-
son to read or write, to love the homeless,
to help feed the hungry.

Bruce is with us. Bruce, thank you for
coming. You might stand up right quick.
He happens to be interested in science and
robotics, but really what he’s doing, when
you think about it, is mentoring a child.

This country is prosperous. We're going
to be more prosperous, but we don’t want
anybody left behind. No child should be
left behind in the education system, no
worker left behind because we haven’t cre-
ated a flexible system in order to get skills,
nobody who needs love left behind. Gov-
ernment can’t make people love one an-
other, but we darn sure can encourage peo-
ple who love to reach out to a neighbor
in need. America can change for the better
one heart, one soul, one conscience at a
time, and I call upon you to be a part
of the army of compassion, to help make
this community and this State and our
country one of hope for every single citizen
who lives here.

It's such an honor to be here today. I
thank our panelists for what I have found
to be an interesting discussion. I hope you
have as well, and thank you all for coming.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:24 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The President also
referred to Title I of the Improving Amer-
ica’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law No.
103-382), which amended Title I of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (Public Law No. 89-10).
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The President. Well, 1 appreciate you
having me here. You've got an interesting
accent—([laughter]—thought for a minute
you were from Texas. [Laughter] Then he
told me he was from Australia. And we
really appreciate our friends from Australia.

First, I want to thank you for letting
me come by. This is going to be an inter-
esting dialog to talk about how to make
sure our community college systems—not
only here in Arizona but around the coun-
try—meet the needs of the modern work-
force. Let me put it another way—make
sure that people get the skills necessary
to find work. And that’s what we're really
here to talk about.

The reason why we're here at Mesa is
because you're doing a great job. I'm sure
we’ll hear some of that soon. Before we
do, though, I want to recognize Members
of the United States Congress who are
here. I appreciate so very much them com-
ing. That would be J.D. Hayworth and
Trent Franks and Jeff Flake. I don’t know
if you guys were there last night—this is
the ultimate loyalty, when they hear a long
speech last night, then they come and get
to hear another speech, back to back. But
thank you all for being here. I appreciate
your service to our country and your State.

I know there’s elected officials here. 1
know there are members of the community
college board of trustees. I met the chair-
man, by the way, who did a fine job of
lobbying on behalf of the funding for the
community college system—{laughter]—in
this vital part of our country.

Let me—just a couple of comments, and
then we’ll start the dialog. First, we're still
at war. And we’re going to win the war,
because there’s a lot of really brave, capa-
ble, courageous Americans who are willing
to sacrifice for liberty and freedom.

I was so touched, when I went to Bagh-
dad or when I met our troops around our
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country, to realize there are people in our
country who are serving something greater
than themself. I think that’s such a wonder-
ful part of our Nation and our culture. And
you just got to know, our Government will
do everything we can to keep us safe—
keep us safe by staying on the offensive,
by changing parts of the world that had
embraced tyranny. We believe strongly in
America that freedom is the Almighty
God’s gift to every person who lives in the
world, every man and woman. And America
will continue to have a forward strategy
of freedom to make the world more peace-
ful.

And it’s hard work. I know it is. But
in my judgment, it’s essential work. It’s es-
sential work so that our children can grow
up in a peaceful and free society. It’s essen-
tial work so others’ children can grow up
in a peaceful and free world as well.

At home, we got a lot of good people
working in homeland security. I met the
Governor at the airport today. It rained.
[Laughter] 1 said, “Do you want to take
credit for the rain, or do you want me
to take credit for the rain?’ [Laughter] But
she’s working hard, and the coordination
between the Federal and State and local
authorities is good. We're doing everything
we can to protect us.

The other thing that's happening is, is
that our economy is beginning to grow.
And that's important. There’s no need to
talk about job training if we’re not creating
new jobs. And that’s what were here to
discuss.

I just want to remind everybody right
quick what we have been through, just to
show you how strong America is and how
great the American people are. We've been
through a recession. We went—we were
attacked, and make no mistake about it,
the attack hurt. The attack hurt because
it made it abundantly clear that this Nation
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is no longer protected by oceans and that
we've got to get on the offensive if we're
interested in keeping us peace and safe.
We had some corporate scandals. That hurt
us. It hurt us when citizens who should
know better didn’t tell the truth to their
employees and their shareholders. They're
now being held to account, by the way,
because of good laws we passed. Then we
marched to war. When you're marching to
war to make our country more secure and
the world more free, it is not conducive
to capital investment. That's a negative
thought. When you turn on your TV
screens for a lot of last year, it said “March
To War.” And that didn’t instill a lot of
confidence in the people, because there’s
a lot of uncertainty when “a march to war.”
We're now marching to peace, and we're
changing the world in a better way.

And the economy is growing, and jobs
are getting better. There will be honest dis-
agreement about what I'm about to tell
you, but I strongly believe that the tax re-
lief we passed is helping this economy grow
and that people have more money in their
pocket. So there are jobs.

Now, I'm going to talk about—we’ll talk
about the new jobs of the 2Ist century.
There are some old jobs, however, that are
being filled by people from other countries.
Let’s be very frank about what I'm about
to tell you. There are some jobs that em-
ployers are having trouble filling because
Americans dont want to do them. And
therefore, there are people from foreign
countries coming to do the jobs.

There’s a spirit of parenthood in
everybody’s heart, if you happen to be a
mom or a dad. There’s a deep desire for
people to put food on the table to fulfill
their obligations. And that's what’s hap-
pening a lot when people come from coun-
tries like Mexico to work. Theyre coming
to make a living, and theyre filling jobs
that, frankly, others won’t do. It seems like
to me that we ought to have a policy that’s
open and honest about this phenomena. It’s
a policy that, in my judgment, should say,

where there’s a willing worker and a willing
employer, those two ought to be matched
up together in a legal way, so long as the
employer can’t find an American to do the
job.

What I'm talking about is a temporary-
worker program that recognizes the reality
of our economy. It's a temporary-worker
program that also says clearly, we're a land
of rule of law, that having people in the
shadows of our economy is not really the
American way, is it? So what I want to
do is to say, let's have it all legal, in this
sense: You can come to our country for
a period of time so long as there’s a job
available for you.

Now, that doesn’t mean there’s automatic
citizenship, quite the contrary. I strongly
oppose what they call “amnesty” because
all amnesty would do is invite more illegal
immigration. All amnesty would do would
say to those who are waiting in line in
a legal way to become a citizen that legal-
ity—being legal doesn’t matter in America.
It does matter. So what I wanted Congress
to consider for certain kinds of jobs is to
put out a temporary-worker card; to get
rid of all this business about people forging
documents that put employers at risk; that
say, for the period of time youre here,
you can go home and take money back
without fear of being arrested. It’s a hu-
mane way to approach citizens of the
world. Imagine being a worker here, and
you get abused, and you dont dare call
the abuser to account because you might
get sent home and you can’t do your job
of making money for your family. So that’s
what I call on Congress to do.

It also is going to help our Border Patrol.
It’s essential for the security of this country
that we have a legal system so we dont
have this terrible problem of “coyotes”
smuggling these people across the hot Ari-
zona or Texas deserts, making money off
the system that has now developed in
America. I think we ought to let the sun-
shine in, have a legal system, recognize re-
alities.
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At the same time in our country we have
a debate over those kind of jobs, we've
always got to remember to make sure that
Americans can find work too, of course.
One of the interesting phenomena is the
technological changes that are charging
through our economy. And this Govern-
ment—[inaudible]—for us to understand
that as technologies change, oftentimes
people can be left behind. And we've got
to address it straight on.

And one of the greatest places to address
that phenomena is at the community col-
lege system. And the reason why it’s the
community college system, it’s flexible in
its curriculum. The old days of workforce
training are now changing. It used to be
they said, “Look, just go train people,” so
States would go out and train 1,000 beau-
ticians for 50 jobs. And there would be
950 beauticians without work. But they'd
say, “Oh, we punched our ticket. We actu-
ally trained people.”

Now we've got a new attitude in Amer-
ica. We're going to train people for the
jobs that actually exist, and therefore re-
quires a system that is flexible, a system
willing to take input from the employers,
a system that is willing to change cur-
riculum, if need be, to meet the demands
of local—of the local workplace.

So last night in my speech, I talked about
spending additional money to focus directly
on these programs, these collaborative pro-
grams at the community college level, that
takes the input from business, takes the
desire of workers, matches them so people
can find good work. And so Congress needs
to pass $250-million job training money to
go specifically to community colleges to
fund the kind of programs we’re going to
talk about here today.

I've been talking too much over the last
24 hours, so I want Martin to tell us how
this collaborative effort got going. Now, one
of the things that’s interesting, I told our
panelists, is that not only are you speaking
to the folks here, but there’s a lot of people
listening. I hope community college systems
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pay attention to what they’re about to hear,
pay attention to what they're—what’s taking
place here in Arizona. It's a interesting
idea. And it’s one, I might add, that the
Department of Labor has helped fund to
get started.

So Martin, why don’t you educate the
people?

[A¢ this point, Martin Bean, chief operating
officer, New Horizons Computer Learning
Centers, and chair, CompTIA Policy Com-
mittee, made brief remarks. ]

The President. Obviously, the IT industry
is strong here in Arizona.

Mr. Bean. Absolutely.

The President. Well—and tell us how this
got started.

Mr. Bean. How we got started?

The President. Yes. Did you call every-
body in the room and said, “All right, let’s
get after it?” Somebody needs workers, ob-
viously. And so you came up with an inter-
esting idea.

Mr. Bean. It really got started because
educators got frustrated that they had to
reinvent the wheel in every community col-
lege, and employers got frustrated that
there was no clear way for them to be
able to mentor and coach employees. And
as the industry’s association, CompTIA said,
“Fine, we'll work with the Department of
Labor, and instead of building programs
for where there aren’t any jobs, we'll build
a set of standards for people to educate
to employers” needs to get work.”

The President. A strategy.

Mr. Bean. There we go. And now we're
executing.

The President. Now you're implementing.

Mr. Bean. Exactly.

The President. Well, why dont we
hear—let’s talk to some of the implemen-
ters. Larry is the president of Mesa Com-
munity College, Larry Christiansen. Thank
you for your hospitality.

Larry K Christiansen. Thank you, Mr.
President.
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The President. 1 appreciate your staff for
putting up with this giant entourage of
mine. [Laughter]

Dr. Christiansen. It's been a fun few
days.

The President. 1 bet it has, yes. [Laugh-
ter]

[Dr. Christiansen made brief remarks.]

The President. Good. How many people
come to this particular campus?

Dr. Christiansen. Just at our little place
here, at Mesa Community College, we have
27,000 students.

The President. Right.

Dr. Christiansen. We have about 3,000
that participate in our Business and Indus-
try Center.

The President. And the Business and In-
dustry Center’s sole purpose is to train peo-
ple for jobs?

Dr. Christiansen. That’s correct.

The President. And you've got 3,000
now?

Dr. Christiansen. Right. That is in addi-
tion to, as all of our colleges, we have other
occupational programs that focus on job
training as well. But much of what our
Business and Industry Center does is
partnering with industry.

The President. Right. Here we're talking
about IT. I went to a community college
in North Carolina. There we talked about
health care. And the only reason I bring
that up is that there are several fields
where there’s really fast-growing opportuni-
ties. It just requires a certain skill. You
just can’t walk into the job unless you're
able to be educated into the ways of that
particular industry. And in our country,
it's—a changing economy provides inter-
esting opportunities. And Mary is respon-
sible for making sure it all works, aren’t
you?

Mary 1. Vanis. We hope so.

The President. Yes. Tell us your job.

[Dr. Vanis, director, Center for Workforce
Development, Maricopa Community Col-
leges, made brief remarks.]

The President. 1t’s the ultimate commu-
nity outreach.

Dr. Vanis. It's a great community out-
reach.

The President. It works because it’s ad-
ministered at the State and local level. It’s
really good public policy.

Dr. Vanis. It’s a great policy.

The President. 1 presume some of our
students—it’s interesting to call you a stu-
dent, isn’t it? [Laughter] You never thought
you would be a student, did you, at this
stage of your life, which sets a classic exam-
ple for others to understand that if times
get tough and if youve got the desire,
somebody will want to help you. And in
Arizona, you get help right here. Good job.

You want to start? Stacey is with us,
Stacey Leedom. She is a student. Stacey,
why don’t you tell us your story? I told
Stacey and Bill and Bob that you just don’t
know, somebody might be watching our
discussion here, wondering whether or not
he or she can have a bright future. And
to the extent that you can help shed light
on where youve been and where youre

going, it would awfully helpful.

[Stacey Leedom made brief remarks, con-

cluding as follows.]

Ms. Leedom. I was lucky enough to get
hired on by a company called Cable One,
contracting first through a temporary serv-
ice. But they are actually owned by the
Washington Post. [Laughter]

The President. Can you change the edi-
torial page? [Laughter]

Ms. Leedom. T'll ask. [Laughter]

The President. Good luck. I hope you
rise quickly in the ranks. [Laughter]

Ms. Leedom. Sorry about that.

The President. Yes.

Ms. Leedom. Again, it helps me with a
daughter. T want her to go to college. I
don’t want her to make mistakes I made
of not going at a young age and having
a full future and a full retirement plan and
everything. I now have insurance for her.
I have insurance for myself. It's a future.
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And I'm right now, at an entry level, where
I was after 15 years of being a graphic
artist, on income. And that is—in the end,
who has to pay the bills? Mom has to pay
the bills.

The President. That's a really—first of
all, being a single mom is the toughest job
in America. Being a single mom who needs
more education and has the desire to do
so is doubly tough. And yours is a wonder-
ful story. It is a story that others need
to listen to. If you're worried about your
skill set, youre never too old to learn. As
a matter of fact, we all learn in different
ways, don’t we? You've been able to take
your desire to do your duty as a responsible
citizen and convert it to a employable skill.

What’s really interesting about what she
said—I want people to hear this—when you
hear about productivity increases and the
changing economy, she just said by taking
time to develop new skills, she makes more
in her new job, in the new world, than
she did after 15 years in her old job.

The changing economy can leave people
behind if we’re not wise. But the changing
economy also is good news. It creates high-
er paying, higher quality jobs. And that’s
what’s happening here in America. And
that’s why it’s essential that these kind of
programs that we’re talking about provide
willing souls with the skills necessary to
take advantage of it. Fifteen years of work,
her pay now is higher in one year—how
long have you been at Capital One?

Ms. Leedom. T've actually not been there
a year; I've been there about 6 months.

The President. 1 rest my case. I appre-
ciate that. Good job.

Ms. Leedom. Thank you, sir.

The President. Bob Chapman.

[Bob Chapman, a Mesa Community College
student, made brief remarks, concluding as

follows. ]

Mr. Chapman. And at the moment now,
I plan on getting my degree this spring,
and so I'm right now out looking for a
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job. I was able to use some of the resources
at the

The President. Yes, one-stop center.

Mr. Chapman. One-stop center. [Laugh-
ter] That's the easiest way. I was trying
to say the formal name for it—at the one-
stop center.

The President. It happens to me all the
time. [Laughter]

Mr. Chapman. Then I'm in good com-
pany. [Laughter]

The President. Well, thank you.

[The discussion continued. ]

The President. 1 think it’s important for
people who wonder whether or not they
can afford to go back to community college,
there’s pots of money that will help—Pell
grants in this case, trade adjustment money
in your case. And I assume the financial
burden has been eased quite significantly.

[The discussion continued.]

The President. You mentioned a word
that T want to spring off here for a sec-
ond—mentoring. I just want everybody to
know that the true strength of the country
is not our military power or the fact that
we’re the wealthiest nation in the world.
The true strength of the country is the
fact that we've got people with really good
hearts. That's the strength of America; it’s
the decency and honor of our people. Obvi-
ously, what you just said is part of what
I'm talking about, mentoring to help peo-
ple.

Hilary Juel is with us today. Hilary, I'm
sorry to embarrass you. You shouldn’t have
come out to see me at Air Force One if
you didn’t want me to introduce you.
[Laughter] She is a—she’s with Make a
Difference service group here in Phoenix.
Their job is to match loving hearts with
broken hearts, is the best way to describe
it; is to help people who heard the call
to love a neighbor to just do that; is to
help save this community and ultimately
our country, one soul at a time.
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I want to thank you for being a soldier
in the army of compassion. I want to urge
people in this community to gather up the
spirit of the Hilarys or what you've heard
here today, to make a difference in some-
body’s lives. And it doesn’t take much to
do so, by the way. If you teach a child
to read, youre helping America. If you go
to a shut-in’s house and just tell him you
love him on a regular basis, youre making
a difference. No, the strength of this coun-
try is the fact that we've got citizens willing
to serve something greater than themself.

I think the community college system of
America is one of our great strengths. I
hope that people who have listened here
can see that in the living proof of three
citizens who, because of their own will and
their own desire, took advantage of the op-

portunity and are now working or soon-
to-be working. [Laughter] Well, two work-
ing and one filling out a resume. [Laughter]

But I appreciate you all sharing your sto-
ries with us. It's important to know that—
for people to know that as this economy
changes, there’s opportunity. You've just
got to seize it, just like you three have
done. I want to thank you for your—for
the example you've set. I want to thank
the folks here for providing a great service
to our Nation.

And may God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:06 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Janet
Napolitano of Arizona; and Bill Moses, stu-
dent, Mesa Community College.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Additional Protocol to the

Bulgaria-U.S. Investment Treaty
January 21, 2004

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith the Additional Protocol
Between the United States of America and
the Republic of Bulgaria amending the
Treaty Between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Republic of Bulgaria Con-
cerning the Encouragement and Reciprocal
Protection of Investment of September 23,
1992, signed at Brussels on September 22,
2003. I transmit also, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to this Addi-
tional Protocol.

My Administration has already forwarded
to the Senate a similar Additional Protocol
for Romania and expects to forward to the
Senate shortly Additional Protocols for the
Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, and the Slovak Republic. Each of
these Additional Protocols is the result of

an understanding the United States reached
with the European Commission and six
countries that will join the European Union
(EU) on May 1, 2004 (the Czech Republic,
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and the
Slovak Republic), as well as with Bulgaria
and Romania, which are expected to join
the EU in 2007.

The understanding is designed to
preserve U.S. bilateral investment treaties
(BITs) with each of these countries after
their accession to the EU by establishing
a framework acceptable to the European
Commission for avoiding or remedying
present and possible future
incompatibilities between their BIT obliga-
tions and their future obligations of EU
membership. It expresses the U.S. intent
to amend the U.S. BITs, including the BIT
with Bulgaria, in order to eliminate incom-
patibilities between certain BIT obligations
and EU law. It also establishes a framework
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for addressing any future incompatibilities
that may arise as European Union authority
in the area of investment expands in the
future, and endorses the principle of pro-
tecting existing U.S. investments from any
future EU measures that may restrict for-
eign investment in the EU.

The United States has long championed
the benefits of an open investment climate,
both at home and abroad. It is the policy
of the United States to welcome market-
driven foreign investment and to permit
capital to flow freely to seek its highest
return. This Additional Protocol preserves
the U.S. BIT with Bulgaria, with which the
United States has an expanding relation-

ship, and the protections it affords U.S.
investors even after Bulgaria joins the EU.
Without it, the European Commission
would likely require Bulgaria to terminate
its U.S. BIT upon accession because of ex-
isting and possible future incompatibilities
between our current BIT and EU law.

I recommend that the Senate consider
this Additional Protocol as soon as possible,
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion at an early date.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
January 21, 2004.

Telephone Remarks to the March for Life

January 22, 2004

The President. Well, thank you very
much, Nellie. I appreciate your kind intro-
duction, and thank you for including me
in this celebration of life. I'm calling you
today from Roswell, New Mexico. And it
sounds like you've got some people who
know where Roswell is here in the audi-
ence.

I know that good folks have gathered
there on The Mall from every corner of
America to take part in the 31st March
for Life. And I want you to pass on my
best to each one of them in person, please,
and tell them how much I appreciate their
devotion to such a noble cause.

You believe, as I do, that every person,
however frail or vulnerable, is a blessing.
Each of us has a special dignity, a place
and purpose in this world. And in the Dec-
laration of Independence, our Founders
stated this self-evident truth: The right to
life does not come from government; it
comes from the Creator of life.

During the past 3 years, we've made real
progress toward building a culture of life
in America. As President, I've signed the

102

Born-Alive Infants Protection Act. I have
signed legislation supporting maternity
group homes. Working with the Congress,
we have refused to spend taxpayers” money
on international programs that promote
abortion overseas. We're opposed to the
destruction of embryos for stem cell
research. And last November, it was my
honor to sign into law a ban on the brutal
procedure of partial-birth abortion.

Nellie, I want you to know that our
administration is vigorously defending this
law against those who would seek to over-
turn it in the courts. I also want you to
know, without your hard work and dedica-
tion to the cause of life, these achievements
would not have been possible.

But we all know there is still more to
do. Earlier this week, I proposed that we
double Federal funding for abstinence edu-
cation programs. We will continue to sup-
port crisis pregnancy centers, adoption, pa-
rental notification laws, and the vital work
of faith-based groups.

I strongly support the Unborn Victims
of Violence Act, which the House Judiciary
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Committee approved yesterday. And now
the entire Congress should act on this bill
so I can sign it into law.

We'll also work with Congress to pass
without delay a comprehensive and effec-
tive ban on human cloning. We can push
the limits of medical science while main-
taining the highest of ethical standards.
Human life is a creation, not a commodity,
and should not be used as research material
for reckless experiments.

Above all, we must continue, with civility
and respect, to remind our fellow citizens
that all life is sacred and worthy of protec-
tion. I know, as you return to your commu-
nities, you will redouble your efforts to
change hearts and minds one person at a
time. And this is the way we will build

Remarks in Roswell, New Mexico
January 22, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for
coming.

Audience member. We love you, Presi-
dent Bush!

The President. Thank you. It's nice to
be back in New Mexico. I understand you
had reports this morning of an unfamiliar
aircraft. [Laughter] No worry, it was just
me. [Laughter] It's good to be back here.
The last time I came to Roswell, I wasn’t
on Air Force One. I was headed to Ruidoso
from Midland. [Laughter] Roswell was what
we call a watering stop. [Laughter] You've
got great people in this part of the State.
I'm proud to be in this wonderful town.
Thank you for inviting me.

I appreciate you showing up to hear me
talk. If you listened to the State of the
Union, I appreciate that. And I can assure
you, it’s not—I can assure you, I'm not
going to be quite as windy. But I do have
some things I want to share with you today.
This Nation is called to great responsibil-

a lasting culture of life, a compassionate
society in which every child is born into
a loving family and protected by law.

Nellie Gray. We pledge that to you, Mr.
President.

The President. Thank you, Nellie. I ap-
preciate so very much the opportunity to
speak to you and the assembled crowd.
May God bless you all, and may He con-
tinue to bless America. Thank you very
much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m.
from Roswell, NM, to march participants on
the National Mall in Washington, DC. In his
remarks, he referred to Nellie J. Gray, presi-
dent, March for Life Education and Defense
Fund.

ities, and we’re meeting them all. The state
of this Union is strong, and it is confident.

I'm proud to be here with the Corps
of the New Mexico Military Institute, the
West Point of the West. I appreciate the
values instilled at this fine institution, of
discipline and service and honor. I know
many folks who have come to this fine
place, some of them from Midland, Texas.
I happen to have hired one, an alumnus
of this school, for my Cabinet, Mr. Tony
Principi, who is representing America’s vet-
erans so capably as the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs.

I want to thank the law enforcement and
first-responders who are here with us.
Thank you for wearing the uniform that
says clearly youre willing to dedicate your
lives to make your community a safer place.
Thank you for being on the frontline of
securing our homeland. I appreciate your
service.

I appreciate Lt. Gen. Robert Beckel for
his greeting me here today. He was from
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the first graduating class of NMMI in 1959.
He doesn’t look that old. [Laughter] But
he’s had a distinguished service for our
country. General, I appreciate what you're
doing. Thank you for leading this fine insti-
tution.

I'm so proud to be up here with Pete
Domenici. What a class act he is. He’s an
honorable man, an honorable man who
cares deeply about New Mexico and all its
citizens. He cares deeply about our country.
He’s a strong leader. He sets the pace in
the United States Senate. He’s taken the
lead on a vital piece of legislation, the en-
ergy bill. This country needs an energy bill.
We need an energy bill that makes sure
our electricity system works well. We need
an energy bill that encourages technologies
that advance conservation. We need an en-
ergy bill that makes this country less de-
pendent on foreign sources of energy. The
Senator worked hard on this piece of legis-
lation. I thought we had it at the end of
last year, and then it got stuck. We're going
to unstick it for the good of the country.

Pete, 1 appreciate your friendship. Just
one piece of advice: Just remember, it’s
the birds that’s supposed to suffer, not the
hunter. [Laughter]

I'm honored to be traveling today with
your Congressman, Steve Pearce. He’s what
they call a freshman—that’s first-year—but
as a freshman, he’s making a huge dif-
ference. Let me tell you something: You
sent somebody up there from this part of
the world who'’s effective and strong, who’s
not going to back down one inch from what
he believes. And he’s plenty capable, and
he’s making a difference. He worked hard
on bills that matter to this part of the State,
like the healthy forests bill—commonsense
legislation. He worked to help on the de-
fense appropriations bill for an amendment
that says, “We can defend our country and,
at the same time, conserve our resources
in a wise way.” No, he’s an effective Mem-
ber of the United States Congress, and I'm
proud to call him friend.
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I'm proud to be traveling with Congress-
woman Heather Wilson as well. She’s over
there, from Albuquerque. She’s plenty ca-
pable. She’s a distinguished Member of the
United States Congress. She’s a graduate
of the U.S. Air Force Academy and re-
minded me coming in that General Beckel
was one of her instructors. General, you
did a heck of a job in preparing this good
woman for public service. I'm proud to be
working with my friend Heather Wilson.
Thank you for coming.

I'm honored that the mayor came to see
me. Mayor Owen, I appreciate you coming.
My only advice is, fill the potholes. [Laugh-
ter]

I appreciate the business and community
leaders who have come. I'm honored you
all are here. You'll hear me talk about the
strengths of our country. One of the
strengths is that we’re prosperous and get-
ting more prosperous. That's a strength.
One of the strengths is we've got a military
that is second to none, and we aim to keep
it that way. That's a strength as well. But
that’s not the strongest part of our country.
The strongest part of the country is the
people, because of the hearts of the people
of America. The compassion of America
really defines the strength of America.

Today, when I landed at the airport, I
met Amy Coppin. She is a senior at
NMMI. She came to say hello because she
is a mentor. She teaches children. She’s
taking time out of her busy life as a senior
in college to make a difference in some-
body’s life. She’s serving something greater
than herself by loving a neighbor just like
she would like to be loved herself. She
is a soldier in the army of compassion.

When you hear me talk about the
strength of America being the heart and
soul of the people, what I'm talking about
are the Amy Coppins of the world, and
people in this crowd who are serving your
community and your country by helping
somebody who hurts.

One of the most profound initiatives I
put out, I think, in order to help change
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America is for the Federal Government to
welcome faith-based programs in delivery
of essential services. I believe strongly that
our Government should not discriminate
against religious institutions. Quite the con-
trary: I believe we ought to welcome reli-
gious institutions into providing much-
needed social services, because many of the
problems of our society are problems of
the heart. Many of the problems of society
require a power greater than Government
to help people realize the great potential
of their lives.

Where’s Amy? Amy didn’'t get a very
good seat. Well—[laughter]—trust me;
she’s here. And I hope the cadets here
follow her example, and as you go on to
life, remember part of service to your coun-
try is to help somebody in need. And for
those of you in this community who are
a part of the army of compassion, thank
you from the bottom of my heart. And
for those of you who want to figure out
how to contribute to our society, do so.
Do so, and reach out a hand to somebody
who might be hungry or homeless or lonely
or hurt. The power of love in America is
a power that will change our society, one
soul at a time.

I hope you could tell last night and so
far today that I'm incredibly optimistic
about our Nation’s future. And I've got rea-
son to be. Not only do I know the character
of the people, I'm beginning to see some
results in some important areas that say
optimism defines the future of this country.

Let me talk about the economy, for start-
ers. This economy is strong, and it is get-
ting stronger. I tell you I'm optimistic not
only because of the numbers; I'm optimistic
because I remember where we have come
from. In March of 2000, the stock market,
which is an indicator of—sometimes an in-
dicator of economic times to come, started
to decline. And then we had a recession.
In 01, the first quarter of 01 was reces-
sion, and that’s negative growth. And when
the economy is not growing, it's hard for
people to find a job. And then we kind

of got going, got things going. The Con-
gress passed the stimulus package—I want
to thank the Senator and the Members of
Congress for working on that—and things
started getting better.

And then we got hit by the enemy. And
make no mistake about it, the enemy attack
affected America. It affected the way I
think about foreign policy because we can
no longer take gathering threats for grant-
ed. If we see a threat gathering overseas,
the lesson of September the 11th says we
must pay attention to it. We just can’'t—
and if it gets so bad, we’ve got to do some-
thing about it. We cannot assume that
oceans protect us anymore. It affected our
psychology in America. It also affected the
economy. And things were beginning to get
okay, and all of a sudden, the attack came,
and it hurt us. It hurt us bad. But we
recovered because America’s strong. We re-
covered because the American people are
strong.

And just as we were beginning to get
our feet on the ground again, we had a
problem with some of our fellow citizens
telling the truth. We had corporate scan-
dals. We had CEOs that did not under-
stand what it meant to be a responsible
citizen. If you've got responsibilities, you've
got obligations. In a society that tries to
promote responsibilities, there are certain
obligations. If youre a mom or a dad, you
have the obligation to love your child with
all your heart. If you're a CEO in corporate
America, you have the responsibility to tell
the truth to your shareholders and your
employees. And if you don't, there has to
be a consequence. We passed tough laws,
and now people are beginning to—you
begin to read what it means to have con-
sequences for not telling the truth. And
that’s the way it should be.

And then we marched to war. I made
the tough decision of war, and I want to
thank the Members of Congress who made
the tough vote on war. It's not easy, but
we acted because of the lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th. We acted based upon the

105



Jan. 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

facts. We acted to make the country more
secure and the world more free. But when
youre marching to war, it’s tough on the
economy. For this reason, the message,
march to war, is not conducive for opti-
mistic investment. Marching to war is nega-
tive, not positive. It’s hard to be optimistic
about the future when you look on your
TV screen and it says, “America is march-
ing to war.” Now we're marching to peace
and freedom.

So I've seen firsthand, and you've seen
firsthand, what this Nation and our econ-
omy has been through. Those are plenty
high hurdles to cross, but we’re crossing
them. One reason we're crossing them is
because the Congress and this administra-
tion acted boldly. We weren't afraid to act.
We knew what to do. And we passed eco-
nomic stimulus packages, which is a fancy
word for giving people their money back.
We acted on this principle. It was a prin-
cipled decision. It was based upon this
principle, that when you have more money
in your pocket, you'll spend, save, or invest.
And when you do so, it drives the whole
economy forward. The American people are
driving the economy forward.

But I want to warn you, the stimulus
package we passed is set to expire. Con-
gress, in order to get the bill out, had to
expire certain of the provisions, one of
which was the child credit, which went up
from—went up to $1,000, will decline to
$700. If Congress doesn’t act, you get a
tax increase if you have a child.

The marriage penalty, we wanted the
code to say: We want marriage to work.
If we believe in marriage, we ought to say
so in the Tax Code. And so we began to
phase back the marriage penalty. If Con-
gress doesn’t act, the marriage penalty goes
back up.

See, we understand that if you're inter-
ested in job creation, you've got to stimu-
late small business. Most new jobs are cre-
ated by small-business owners in America.
If you're a small-business owner, you know
what I'm talking about. We stimulated
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small-business investment and, therefore,
growth. If Congress doesn’t act, small busi-
nesses will pay taxes.

We decreased the—well, we got rid of
the death tax or put it on its way to extinc-
tion. We listened to New Mexico’s farmers
and ranchers and small-business owners
that understand if you work all your life
to build up an asset, you shouldn’t be taxed
twice. You shouldn’t be taxed once as
youre building up your asset and twice
after you go on.

And then, in order to stimulate our econ-
omy, everybody got tax relief. You see, we
didn’t try to pick and choose who won and
who lost. We said, “If there’s going to be
tax relief, let’s be fair about it. If you pay
taxes, you ought to get relief.” If the Con-
gress doesn’t act, those taxes will go up.
If the Congress doesn’t act, the economy
will suffer and people will make more taxes.
Congress must make the tax relief they
gave the people permanent.

Now, things are looking pretty good.
Third-quarter growth last year was the
highest in 20 years. And home construction
is high. And homeownership levels are
high, and that’s really important. We want
people owning things in America, don’t we?
We want people owning their own home.
There’s nothing like owning your own
home or your own business to have a vital
stake in the future of this country. Produc-
tivity is high. We've got the best workforce
in the world. Manufacturing activity is
strong. Exports are on the rise. Jobs are
increasing. We're doing well—we're doing
well.

But we've got a new economy we're deal-
ing with. And one of the things I addressed
yesterday in Arizona was how do you make
sure that as technology changes, people’s
skills change with it so they can find work.
See, my attitude is, if somebody is looking
for a job and can’t find one, that says, no
matter what the numbers look like, we still
have got an issue in America. We want
people working. We want people to be able
to put food on the table.
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Before 1 talk about how to make sure
American workers are trained, I do want
to bring up a subject that I had addressed
in the State of the Union and before, that
I think it's important for me to continue
to clarify for the American people. We've
got people doing jobs in America that
Americans won’t do, and that’s helpful to
our economy. It's helpful that there are
some people that are willing to do the work
that others wont do. And I think we need
to be honest about what’s taking place in
America. After all, we're a country of the
rule of law, and we’ve got people breaking
law. And the question is how best to bring
what’s happening to light in an honest and
legal way.

My attitude is this—my attitude is: So
long as there is a willing worker and an
employer looking to hire somebody, we
ought to have a system that allows for tem-
porary work in America, in an honest, open
way, in a way that talks to the values of
our country. I oppose amnesty, loud and
clear, because amnesty will encourage fur-
ther illegal immigration. Amnesty rewards
somebody for breaking the law. On the
other hand, I do want to change a system
that has ignored reality and allow willing
employer to be matched with willing em-
ployee in an honest, open way.

We should not say to somebody who’s
working on a temporary-worker basis, “You
get added—you get a special break when
it comes to citizenship.” You don’t. You
don’t get a special break. But think about
a system that has people working in the
shadows of America. That’s not the Amer-
ican way. That’s not the way we do business
in this country.

People are working who are trying to
put food on the table for a family in Mex-
ico. You've got to understand why they’re
here. Theyre motivated out of the deep
love of their children and their wife.
They’re working just as hard as any other
mom or dad do, for the same reason: They
have an obligation and a responsibility.
Those people need to be treated with re-

spect. They need to be honored for their
commitment to their families.

A temporary-worker plan that's honest
and open will be good for this economy.
It will also be good for the security of
the country. We've got a lot of Border Pa-
trol agents working hard to stop the flow
of illegal immigration. I believe if we make
the system open and honest, it will help
stop the flow of illegal immigration. It will
cut down on those “coyotes” that are put-
ting people in the back of these trailers
and driving them across incredibly hot
desert. It will stop—it will make sure that
those who are working to secure our bor-
ders will focus on the true threats to Amer-
ica, the illegal drugs or the contraband or
the potential terrorists that could be com-
ing across our borders.

No, this plan makes sense. I call upon
the Congress to do what is good for our
economy, what is good for our security,
and what is compassionate, and pass the
temporary-worker plan.

I also want to talk about how to make
sure American workers don’t get left be-
hind. By the way, that starts with making
sure our public schools work. It starts by
making sure our public schools teach the
basics.

I went up to Washington, and thanks
to Pete’s help and to Heather’s help and
to Steve’s, now, help, we passed—Ilaugh-
ter]—we passed the No Child Left Behind
Act. Let me just tell you the principles
behind that as plainly as I possibly can.
Every one of us needs to challenge the
soft bigotry of low expectations. We need
to raise that bar. If you believe every child
has got the capacity to learn, you need to
raise the bar. I don’t care what the color
of skin of that child may be; everybody
can learn. And that’s the principle of No
Child Left Behind. We raise the standards.
We expect everybody to learn.

We've increased Federal education
spending, particularly for poor students,
dramatically. But now, for the first time,
we're asking the question, “Are we meeting
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expectations?” In return for increased Fed-
eral spending, the Federal Government is
saying to local districts, “Show us whether
or not the children are learning to read
and write and add and subtract.” I don’t
think that’s too much. I don’t think it’s
too much to increase budgets and in return
say, “What are the results?” If you believe
every child can learn to read and write
and add and subtract, then you're not afraid
to ask the question: Are they learning to
read and write and add and subtract?

This administration trusts local people.
We know you can chart the path to excel-
lence. Your decision is on how to get there.
All we want to know is, are you doing what
we expect you to do? Are you just meeting
those obligations? In the bill we passed,
there’s extra help for students who fall be-
hind. Listen, when you find out a third
grader is not reading at grade level, get
him or her extra help. We provide money
to do that. We don’t want any child in
America left behind. The bill we passed
is a great piece of legislation for America’s
children.

There’s more we need to do. I talked
about making sure that some of the high
school students who are falling behind in
reading and math get a little extra help.
We've got to make sure there’s—literacy
is the law of the land. I talked about mak-
ing sure that we expand advance placement
programs in certain low-income schools in
order to keep raising that bar, Pell grants
for students that take rigorous curriculum,
in order to encourage excellence. We want
to make sure our community college system
is flexible and viable to help people find
jobs that exist.

Yesterday I was in Arizona, and I re-
minded people that in the old days of
workforce training, they said, “Just go train
people.” So we’d go out and train 1,000
hairdressers, and there might be 50 slots.
But you'd have 950 well-trained hair-
dressers with nothing to do. Now the work-
force program says, “Let’s match up em-
ployers with the community college system
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to train people for jobs that actually exist,
for jobs that work.” So we've got $250 mil-
lion in the budget to go directly to commu-
nity colleges, to invigorate the business
communities and the community college,
invigorate a joint strategy to help people
find work.

Yesterday I sat with some folks on the
stage. They were not student age, let’s put
it that way. They had worked for years.
One woman worked for 15 years as a
graphic designer. She’s a single mom, by
the way, and that’s the toughest job in
America. She was struggling to get ahead.
She went back to the community college.
She gained new skills, and in her first year
in her new job, she’s making more than
she did after 15 years as a graphic designer.

Education—what I'm telling you is as the
economy changes, there’s tremendous op-
portunities for workers. We've just got to
make sure the education system matches
people with the skills necessary for the 21st
century. And that’s what this administration
is going to do.

No, I'm optimistic about this country, be-
cause I understand the character of the
people. And I'm optimistic because I know
we're doing the right things when it comes
to educating our children and workers. I'm
optimistic about the economy. I'm also op-
timistic because we're going to win the war
on terror. The greatest responsibility of the
Federal Government, and my first responsi-
bility as your President, is to defend and
protect America.

I remember talking to the country after
September the 11th and reminding people
that this would be a different kind of war
we faced. Sometimes you'd see action, and
sometimes you wouldn’t; that we’d be on
a manhunt to find the terrorists who de-
stroyed us. It would require a different
kind of attitude about chasing these people
down. I also knew that time would pass
and people would take the comfortable po-
sition of saying the dangers had passed as
well. That’s just not reality. I wish it was
reality, but it’s not reality. My job as your
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President is to be realistic, be open-eyed,
to understand the lessons of September the
11th, 2001, to understand there’s terrorists
who still plot against us. By our will, by
our steadfast determination, by our cour-
age, we will prevail in the war—{irst war
of the 21st century.

In the United States, where the war
begun, we will continue our vital work to
protecting American people, by protecting
our ports and borders and safeguarding in-
frastructure, preparing for the worst. I
mentioned the first-responders. I can't tell
you how pleased I am with the coordination
now between the Federal Government, the
State government, and local governments
for preparing our homeland. I'm going to
submit a budget to Congress next month
which will include spending of $30 billion
for homeland security. That's—more than
30 billion—almost 3 times the amount that
we were spending prior to September the
11th, 2001.

We understand our obligation in Wash-
ington. Our obligation is never to forget
what happened on September the 1l1th.
And our obligation is to support the home-
land  security people, those on the
frontlines, to prepare for a potential threat.

I think it’s very important for the country
to understand the PATRIOT Act. See,
that’s an important part of fighting the war
on terror. It’s essential that the FBI and
the CIA be able to share information if
you want to whip the terrorists. See, it’s
a different kind of war. We're in a different
era. We need to view law differently. We’ll
always protect our Constitution and safe-
guard individual rights, but our law en-
forcement, those who collect information
and share information and expected to act
on information, must be able to talk to-
gether.

Many of the tools in the PATRIOT Act
have been used by law enforcement to
chase down embezzlers and criminals. It
is essential that those same tools be used
in fighting against terrorists. We're in a dif-
ferent era. The PATRIOT Act is going to

expire. The Congress needs to renew it for
the sake of fighting the war on terror.

We'll protect the homeland. The best
way to protect America, however, is to go
on the offensive, stay on the offensive, and
bring the terrorists to justice. I said in the
speech the other night, two-thirds of known
Al Qaida leaders have been captured or
killed. We're making progress against them.
The rest of them are hiding. They think
they are, but they cannot escape the justice
of America. We've got thousands of troops,
thousands of brave soldiers. We're chasing
them, one by one. Were on an inter-
national manhunt for those who would do
harm to America or for anybody else who
loves freedom. One by one, welll bring
them to justice. There is no hole deep
enough to hide from America.

Not only are we after Al Qaida, we will
continue to confront regimes that harbor
or support terrorists, regimes that could
supply them with weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The United States and our allies
refuse to live under the shadow of this ulti-
mate danger, refuse to be in a position
where—to find ourselves in a position
where terrorists could show up with weap-
ons of mass murder. Our obligation is, de-
fend our country. Our obligation is to be
clear-eyed about the threats, and our obli-
gation is to deal with them.

I laid down a doctrine early on that said,
“If you harbor a terrorist, if you feed a
terrorist, if you hide a terrorist, you're just
as guilty as the terrorist.” One of the les-
sons that people can pick up in this part
of the world is, when you say something,
you better mean it. That’s particularly true
in diplomacy. If you say something, you
better mean it. I meant it, and the Taliban
found out what we meant.

Afghanistan was the primary training
base for Al Qaida. That's where the killers
were learning the skills necessary to destroy
innocent life. And we gave the Taliban a
chance, and then they, of course, re-
jected—rejected the ultimatum I laid out.
And so they no longer exist, thanks to the
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United States military and our friends and
allies.

This barbaric regime is no more, and
the people of Afghanistan are better off
for it. You see, America loves freedom, but
we understand that freedom is not Amer-
ica’s gift to the world. It’s the Almighty
God’s gift to each man and woman in this
world. We love the fact that people in Af-
ghanistan are now free. Remember, prior
to our arrival, the Taliban wouldn’t even
let young girls go to school, and today, they
do. They have written a constitution; the
people of Afghanistan have written a con-
stitution which is—guarantees free elec-
tions, freedom, full participation in govern-
ment by women. Things are changing.
Freedom is powerful. The people of Af-
ghanistan are opening up health care cen-
ters and new businesses. Times are chang-
ing, because they have been liberated.
America is safer because the Taliban
doesn’t exist. America is safer because Af-
ghanistan is now free, and we stand strong-
ly with the freedom-lovers in Afghanistan.

I made a tough decision, with the Con-
gress” support, to remove Saddam Hussein
from power, and we did. And the world
is safer; America is more secure; and the
world is more free because we got rid of
Saddam Hussein. This brutal dictator at-
tacked his neighbors, used weapons of mass
destruction against his own people, plotted,
was devious. He tortured Iragis. We discov-
ered mass graves of thousands of men and
women and children. He had torture rooms
for somebody who spoke out against him.

Saddam Hussein was found in a hole,
hiding. Saddam Hussein, the once all-pow-
erful tyrant who used his brutal dictatorship
to intimidate and destroy lives, will no
longer be able to do so in Iraq. He sits
in a prison cell, and the Iraqi people are
free.

Fifty-five of the top officials, former offi-
cials in that regime—of the 55, 45 have
been captured or killed. The other 10 have
got to be nervous. [Laughter] Theyre out
there. Theyre out there trying to shake
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our will. See, these people are murderers.
They'll take innocent life to try to convince
others that freedom isn’t worth it. They
will kill indiscriminately—they don’t care
who—to try to shake our confidence, to
try to get in the heads of the American
people. They don’t understand America.
America will never be intimated by thugs
and assassins.

We're making progress. It's important for
you to know that were on the offensive
in Iraq. As I said the other night, we’re
leading over 1,600 patrols a day, 180 raids
every week. I mean, were chasing them
down. We're bringing them and foreign ter-
rorists to justice there so we don’t have
to face them in America. We're bringing
them there because we understand free-
dom is vital for our future, freedom in Iraq
is vital for our future.

I'm pleased with the progress we're mak-
ing with the Iraqi citizens who are inter-
ested in running their own country. I met
with the Acting President of the Governing
Council, Adnan Pachachi. He sat next to
Laura during the State of the Union. By
the way—let me digress—I'm really glad
I married a west Texas woman. She is a
fabulous, fabulous—she’s great. She’s doing
well, and she sends her love. [Applause]
You Texans, calm down. [Laughter] You
know the reputation you have here in east-
ern New Mexico. [Laughter]

Anyway, she was sitting next to Acting
President Pachachi

Audience member. We can’t hear you.

The President. 1 can hear you. [Laughter]

And T met with him prior—in the Oval
Office prior to the State of the Union. I
was pleased with his vision, his under-
standing of freedom. The Oval Office is
an interesting place to meet, particularly,
people who are beginning to struggle with
democracy and freedom because it’s a re-
minder that the institutions, at least in this
country, are always bigger than the people.
Sometime we've got an all-right President;
sometimes he’s not all right. But the Presi-
dency itself exists. It's a reminder of the
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power of institutions in a free society, that
institutions in a free society are always big-
ger than the people, and he understood
that.

And they're working hard. The Iraqi peo-
ple are taking the brunt of most of these
killings that are taking place. They also un-
derstand it’s their responsibility to secure
the country, so we've increased in large
number the number of police and people
who are willing to help secure the country.
More Iragis are now coming forward. They
realize the killings that are taking place—
sometimes maybe by foreign terrorists, ob-
viously sometimes by former Ba’athist offi-
cials—will stop the march to freedom. They
want to be free. You've got to understand,
these people, like you and I, love freedom.
It's in everybody’s heart, and Pachachi un-
derstands that, and so does the Governing
Council.

Freedom is happening in Iraq. And
you've got to understand why it’s important.
Freedom in the heart of the Middle East,
freedom and democracy in the place that
has breeded resentment and terror, is in
our national interests. A free Iraq will help
change the world. A free Iraq will help
change a neighborhood that needs to be
changed. A free Iraq will make it easier
for our children to grow up in a peaceful
society.

People say, “What are you doing in the
long term? We know what youre doing
in the short term. We can hear you and
see you; youre sending troops after the
killers. What about the long-term plan
against terrorists?” Free societies do not
breed terrorism. Free societies are peaceful
nations. What were doing for the long
term, we’re promoting freedom.

The world is changing for the better. The
world is getting more free and peaceful
and less dangerous. Recently, Muammar
Qadhafi made a wise decision to show and
get rid of his weapons of mass destruction
programs. The British Government and the
American Government worked for 9
months to convince in negotiations with

Qadhafi about what to do with his pro-
grams. You want to remember, I want to
contrast that with the 12 years of diplomacy
that took place at the United Nations when
nothing happened. I mean, we had resolu-
tion after resolution after resolution just to-
tally ignored by Saddam Hussein—some-
times not ignored but played with, is a bet-
ter way to describe it. Nine months of in-
tense discussions with Qadhafi worked be-
cause the word of the country—word of
this country matters. When you say some-
thing, you better believe it. People now
trust the word of America. People now un-
derstand.

And we're not doing this work alone. I
just told you that Great Britain was very
much involved with the intense discussions
with Colonel Qadhafi. And I appreciate my
friend Prime Minister Blair and the people
he assigned to—people he assigned to the
task. We're working together with people.
And that’s positive. We're working together
with people who love freedom and under-
stand the stakes of the war against terror,
people who clearly see a future that’s
peaceful and positive but understand some-
times you have to make the tough choice
to get there. You have to do the hard things
to achieve a positive vision of peace and
freedom.

There are 34 nations that have joined
us in Iraq. That’s too long to list. The
Senator might fall out on me if I start
trying to read them all. [Laughter] Thirty-
four—[laughter]—34 nations stand with us
in that country. Thirty-seven nations in
NATO are contributing to joint efforts in
Afghanistan. I've worked hard to bring peo-
ple along. I meet with foreign leaders all
the time to explain the intentions of Amer-
ica, to talk about what we see in the future.

There is a difference, however, between
leading a coalition of nations and shutting
down efforts because a few object. It’s a
big difference. It’s the difference between
being willing to gather a group of like-
minded nations and lead the world towards
freedom and peace or allowing some to
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object and, therefore, nothing happens.
That’s not the way this administration func-
tions. As I said the other night, we will
never seek a permission slip to defend the
American people.

This war, this new war of the 21st cen-
tury, has fallen hardest on our military. And
I want to thank those of you who have
got relatives in the United States military.
And if you do, please tell them the Com-
mander in Chief is really proud of their
service.

We mourn for the fallen. We send our
prayers to their loved ones, and we thank
them for their service. I also want to thank
the Guard and Reserve members from
around the country—but particularly, now
that I'm in New Mexico, from New Mex-
ico—who have served our country so ably
and so well.

We've also got thousands of service men
and women who are based in this State,
at Kirtland and Cannon and Holloman Air
Force Bases. The people in the military
from this State have done and continue
to do vital work on the war against terror.
And like everyone who serves in uniform
today, you are making this Nation grateful
and proud.

And I appreciate their families. I appre-
ciate the moms and dads, husbands and
wives who are staying at home as their
loved one goes off to defend America and
to spread freedom. Their loved ones sac-
rifice, and so do the families. America’s
military families are steadfast and strong.
Not only should we show them the grati-
tude, but we need to make them this prom-
ise: Your loved one will have the resources
you need to fight and win the war on ter-
TOr.
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It’s an honor to be here in Roswell. I'm
optimistic about the future. I'm optimistic
about the future for a lot of reasons, but
the main reason is, I'm optimistic about
the future because I understand the coun-
try. I know the values of America. I know
the decency of our people. I know the will-
ingness of the American citizen to serve
a cause greater than themself.

It’s the great strength of America. It's
an unbelievably great country we have, be-
cause the people are so strong, so resilient,
so compassionate, and so decent. We be-
lieve values in our heart that we just won't
change. We believe everybody has dignity,
everybody has worth. We believe in free-
dom. We believe people yearn for freedom.
We have an obligation to unleash freedom
in the world, and we’re not afraid to lead.
This country stands strongly on the values
that make us great, and we're not the least
bit afraid of sharing those values in a world
that needs peace and freedom.

I'm proud to be here. I'm proud to lead
the greatest nation on the face of the
Earth. I'm proud to be in front of some
of the great citizens of America. May God
bless you all, and may God continue to
bless our great country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:24 a.m. at
the Roswell Convention and Civic Center.
In his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen. Rob-
ert D. Beckel, USAF (Ret.), superintendent,
New Mexico Military Institute; Mayor Bill
B. Owen of Roswell, NM; Col. Muammar
Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya; and
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Jan. 22

Exchange With Reporters in Roswell
January 22, 2004

President’s Visit to Roswell

The President. 1 need some ribs.

Q. Mr. President, how are you?

The President. I'm hungry, and I'm going
to order some ribs.

Q. What would you like?

The President. Whatever you think I'd
like.

Homeland Security

Q. Sir, on homeland security, critics
would say you simply haven’t spent enough
to keep the country secure.

The President. My job is to secure the
homeland, and that's exactly what we're
going to do. But I'm here to take some-
body’s order. That would be you, Stretch
[Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]—what
would you like? Put some of your high-
priced money right here to try to help the
local economy. You get paid a lot of money;
you ought to be buying some food here.
It’s part of how the economy grows. You've
got plenty of money in your pocket, and
when you spend it, it drives the economy
forward. So what would you like to eat?

Q. Right behind you, whatever you
order.

Nuthin’” Fancy Cafe

The President. T'm ordering ribs. David
[David Gregory, NBC News], do you need
a rib?

Q. But Mr. President

The President. Stretch, thank you, this
is not a press conference. This is my chance
to help this lady put some money in her
pocket. Let me explain how the economy

works. When you spend money to buy
food, it helps this lady’s business. It makes
it more likely somebody is going to find
work. So instead of asking questions, an-
swer mine: Are you going to buy some
food?

Q. Yes.

The President. Okay, good. What would
you like?

Q. Ribs.

The President. Ribs? Good. Let’s order
up some ribs.

Q. What do you think of the Democratic
field, sir?

The President. See, his job is to ask ques-
tions; he thinks my job is to answer every
question he asks. I'm here to help this res-
taurant by buying some food. Terry [Terry
Moran, ABC News], would you like some-
thing?

Q. An answer.

Q. Can we buy some questions?

The President. Obviously these people—
they make a lot of money, and theyre not
going to spend much. I'm not saying they’re
overpaid; theyre just not spending any
money.

Q. Do you think it’s all going to come
down to national security, sir, this election?

The President. One of the things David
does, he asks a lot of questions, and they’re
good, generally.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:25 a.m. at
the Nuthin’ Fancy Cafe. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this ex-
change.
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Statement on Senate Passage of Appropriations Legislation

January 22, 2004

I am pleased that the Senate has passed
the omnibus budget bill, which fulfills im-
portant commitments like AIDS relief, edu-
cation and DC school choice, veterans
health care, law enforcement, and other
priorities.

This bill stays within the spending limits
I proposed, which is necessary as we work

to cut the deficit in half over the next 5
years. I will continue to work with the Con-
gress to focus on priorities, cut wasteful
spending, and be wise with the people’s
money. I look forward to signing this bill
into law.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Continued Operations of
United States Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina

January 22, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In my report to the Congress of July
22, 2003, I provided information on the
deployment of combat-equipped U.S.
Armed Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina
and other states in the region in order to
participate in and support the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO)-led Sta-
bilization Force (SFOR). The SFOR began
its mission and assumed authority from the
NATO-led Implementation Force on De-
cember 20, 1996. I am providing this sup-
plemental report, prepared by my Adminis-
tration and consistent with the War Powers
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), to help
ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in
support of peacekeeping efforts in the
former Yugoslavia.

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to continue SFOR for a
period of 12 months in U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1491 of July 11, 2003.
The mission of SFOR is to provide a fo-
cused military presence in order to deter
hostilities, stabilize and consolidate the
peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, con-
tribute to a secure environment, and pro-
vide, within its means and capabilities, se-
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lective support to key tasks and key civil
implementation organizations.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately
1,800 personnel. United States personnel
comprise approximately 15 percent of the
total SFOR force of approximately 12,000
personnel. During the second half of 2003,
14 NATO nations and 11 others provided
military personnel or other support to
SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bosnia and
Herzegovina are assigned to Multinational
Brigade, North, headquartered near the city
of Tuzla. The U.S. forces continue to sup-
port SFOR efforts to apprehend persons
indicted for war crimes and to conduct
counterterrorism operations. In the last 6
months, U.S. forces have not sustained any
combat-related fatalities.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander
in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed
about developments in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. I will continue to consult
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closely with the Congress regarding our ef-
forts to foster peace and stability in the
former Yugoslavia.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Ted Stevens, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

Remarks to the United States Conference of Mayors

January 23, 2004

Thanks for your kind words, Big Jim.
[Laughter] I've known him for quite a
while, and he’s an honorable man who’s
doing a fine job for the mayors. And I
appreciate you all giving me a chance to
come by and visit. I've got some thoughts
I'd like to share with you about how we
can work together to make this country
hopeful and safe and secure.

I want to, first, thank you for serving
your communities. It’s not easy to be a
mayor. Probably a lot harder than being
a President. After all, I don’t have to fill
potholes—[laughter]—or empty the trash.
[Laughter] But I do really want to thank
you. This country is a fabulous country be-
cause we've got good, honorable people
who are willing to serve at all levels of
government. And one of the key levels of
government, of course, is running the city
hall, and you're doing a fine job. And I
look forward to working with you, and so
does my administration.

I do want to thank you all for the invita-
tion. I want to thank Mayor Plusquellic,
who’s going to be chairman next year. Is
that done? Yes—okay, good. I didn’t want
to jump the gun. [Laughter] I look forward
to working with you. Mayor O'Neill, thank
you very much for having me.

Mayor Riley, it's good to see you, sir.
You reminded me, my mother went to high
school in the town he runs in South Caro-
lina, and I reminded him that she grad-
uated—[laughter]—like her son, barely.

Speaking about sons, there’s nothing
wrong with a guy following in his father’s

footsteps. In this case, this guy is doing
it really well. Mayor Daley, I appreciate
you. Great mayor.

I appreciate my temporary Mayor, Mayor
Williams. He’s a really good guy. He’s the
Mayor of Washington, DC. I notice you
were over lobbying Laura the other day
to handle a project. [Laughter] He knows
where the power is in the White House.
[Laughter] 1 appreciate you, Tony. He’s a
good fellow. We worked hard on an inter-
esting education initiative. He took a bold
leadership position on education, and we
worked with the Congress to get some
scholarship money to poor students in
Washington, DC, who are going to schools
that are failing, that will help liberate them
and their parents to be able to choose new
schools. And this is a landmark piece of
legislation that’s going to change people’s
lives for the better. And the Mayor showed
strong leadership. He got out on front on
a tough issue, and as a result, the children
of this city are going to benefit. And I
appreciate you, Mayor, a lot for taking that
on.

I want to thank the mayors who are here
from Texas. Yes. Behave yourselves.
[Laughter] Go to bed early. [Laughter]
Don’t whoop and holler. [Laughter] But
I'm glad you're here. I miss my home State.
I love Texas. I love the people who rep-
resent our State, and thanks for coming
today.

I also want to thank Pat McCrory for
meeting me. You might remember he is
the mayor of Charlotte, North Carolina. We
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worked together on brownfield legislation,
which, Tommy, I want to thank you and
the organization for working on that impor-
tant piece of legislation. It will change
America for the better. It’s a collaborative
effort between the administration and the
mayors to do some good environmental pol-
icy that will make communities a better
place.

McCrory—I  wanted to talk about
brownfields—of course, he wanted to talk
about football. [Laughter] And I bet Mayor
Menino does too. [Laughter] So perhaps
I can arrange a little bit of a friendly wager
between you two, if it hasn’t happened yet.
It has happened? Well, that's good. Be
careful what you bet. [Laughter]

I wish I could report to you that the
war on terror is over with and America
is safe and secure, but I cannot. I can’t
tell you that in good conscience because
I don’t believe in it. The truth is that
there’s an enemy that still lurks out there.
And we must continue to work together
to protect our country. It is the most sol-
emn duty of government, is to protect
American people.

It’s important for all of us in positions
of responsibility never to forget the lessons
of September the 11th, 2001. It is natural
that we would, as distance passes, that we
would kind of try to think for the best
and hope for the best and think that time
has maybe solved the problem of the first
war of the 2Ist century. It's just not the
case. It’s not the case, and so we will con-
tinue to work with you on homeland secu-
rity.

>1/\/Iy ‘05 budget has got $30 billion in
there for homeland security. That’s 3 times
the amount spent prior to September the
11th. It's important that the money be
spent wisely and focused on the protection
of the American people.

Mayor Jim just told me, on the way in
he said, “You know, one of the problems
we face, we mayors face, is that the money
is allocated and gets stuck.” And I appre-
ciated that recognition of the problem, and
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so we'll work with the mayors to make sure
it gets unstuck. I understand sometimes it
gets stuck not in Washington; it gets stuck
at the State level, as I understand. Look
I don’t—hold on, I'm an ex-Governor, so
I'm—/{laughter]—and we’re hosting the
Governors pretty soon. [Laughter] But it
will provide an opportunity to work this
out so that it works better.

Listen, I'm not interested in pointing fin-
gers. I'm interested in making the system
work better. Our most solemn duty is to
work together to protect our people. That
is the most important responsibility we
have. And I want to thank you for the
coordination that is taking place between
the Federal Government, the State govern-
ment, and the local governments.

I've asked Tom Ridge often, how well
are we doing communicating with each
other, how good is the city response mech-
anism? And the report is very good. And
the mayors get the credit. The mayors get
the credit for energizing Joint Terrorism
Task Forces. The mayors get the credit for
good communication. The mayors get credit
for good response.

Recently, over the Christmas holidays,
Los Angeles and Las Vegas and Wash-
ington, DC, and New York were put on
especially high alert, and I'm telling you,
the mayors and their offices did a fabulous
job of coordinating information and activity.
And T don’t know if theyre out there, but
mayor, you deserve a lot of credit for doing
the right thing and for responding.

I know there’s some talk in your commu-
nities about the PATRIOT Act. Let me tell
you about the PATRIOT Act right quick.
We’re in a new war, a different kind of
war. We need to be able to share informa-
tion across jurisdictional boundaries at the
Federal level. Do you realize, prior to Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, the CIA could not
pass information to the FBI or vice versa?
By law, they were prohibited from sharing
information. How can you fight a war
against terrorists who hide in dark corners
of the world and maybe slide into our
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country if you can’t share information? We
need the CIA and the FBI to be able to
talk to each other.

As T said in the State of the Union, many
of the provisions in the law have been used
to catch embezzlers or criminals. We need
to make sure those provisions stay in the
law. We're at war. We're trying to hunt
terrorists. It’s a different kind of war.

In the old days, you know, you could
measure progress based upon tanks de-
stroyed or airplanes brought down to Earth,
you know, by missiles or air-to-air combat.
It’'s no longer the way it is in the 2Ist
century. We're on an international man-
hunt. We have to find these people before
they come and get us. And in order to
do so, we need the best intelligence and
the capacity to share that intelligence across
jurisdictional boundaries. The PATRIOT
Act is vital for our security, and Congress
needs to renew it.

We want to work with you on defending
America. The best way to defend America,
however, is to stay on the offensive and
to find these killers, one by one, and bring
them to justice. That’s precisely what our
Government is doing and will continue to
do. There are thousands of military per-
sonnel, with aid from intelligence per-
sonnel, on an international manhunt. Slowl
but surely, we are dismantling the Al Qaida
network that caused such great harm to
America and still continues to plot, by the
way.
I said in the speech the other night that
two-thirds of known leaders have been cap-
tured or killed. That’s a significant number
when you think about where we were prior
to September the 11th. We're, slowly but
surely, demolishing them. If you—if Al
Qaida was a corporation in America, you'd
have the board of directors somewhat in-
tact, but the operators, the middle manage-
ment, retired, no longer useful, no longer
a part of the problem.

And we’re going to stay on the hunt,
which requires good intelligence, good co-
operation, good participation with friends

and allies around the world. As the world
saw, there is no hole deep enough from
the long arm of American justice.

We're making progress. It’s important for
America to speak clearly and, when Amer-
ica says something, to mean it. And so
when I said right after September the 11th,
“If you harbor a terrorist, youre just as
guilty as the terrorist,” I meant it. I meant
it as clearly as I could say it. And the
Taliban found out what we meant. Thanks
to a coalition, a large coalition of freedom-
loving nations, we removed the Taliban
from power. And America is more secure
for it, because remember, Afghanistan was
a haven for training bases. This is where
many of the Al Qaida fighters learned how
to fight and kill.

And as importantly, the people of Af-
ghanistan are free. Theyre free from the
clutches of one of the most barbaric re-
gimes in history. It is hard for the Western
mind to fathom such a regime, a regime
that refuses to allow young girls to go to
school, but that’s the way it was. And today,
thanks to our coalition and our deep love
for freedom and our intense desire to pro-
tect ourselves, young girls go to school in
Afghanistan, and the world is better off for
it.

And as you know, I made a tough deci-
sion to take out Saddam Hussein, and I
did so for this reason: September the 11th
made it clear that America can no longer
ignore gathering threats. Oceans no longer
protected us from harm. We just couldn’t
say, “Okay, well, there’s a gathering threat.
Let’s just hope it goes away.” I'm never
going to forget the lessons of September
the 11th, 2001.

And so, when we saw a threat—we saw
a threat; we dealt with it. We dealt in this
way: I went to the United Nations, and
I said, “You've given this man warning after
warning after warning, and he’s totally ig-
nored you. You've got to have credibility.”
We want international institutions to work,
but he ignored them. And the more he
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ignored them, the weaker the United Na-
tions became. So I said, “Let’s pass a reso-
lution,” which was passed unanimously.
“Now let’s enact, enact the resolution. Let’s
be a credible body. Let’s be people, when
you say something, people believe it for
the sake of peace and freedom.”

And we moved. We moved against a man
who had used weapons of mass destruction
against his own people, attacked his neigh-
bors, a man who we found out subse-
quently had murdered thousands of men,
women, and children and buried them in
mass graves, a person who when he found
dissenters, tortured them, a person who
ruled with utmost fear.

No, we acted in our own—for our own
security. No one can say the world is not
more safe with Saddam Hussein sitting in
a jailhouse. It is more safe, and so is Amer-
ica.

Our most important duty is to protect
America. But I also want you to know that
something else drives me. And it’s that my
belief that freedom is not America’s gift
to the world, but freedom is the Almighty
God’s gift to each man and woman in this
world. And it’s the spread of freedom that
will bring peace. Free societies are peaceful
societies.

And yet, we're running against a pretty
strong current, because some in the world
say that certain people, evidently, can’t be
self-governing and can’t be free. That’s not
what Americans believe. We believe that
people—all people from all walks of life—
have got freedom indelibly etched in their
heart. And I believe this Nation has an
obligation to lead the world to be more
free and more peaceful.

I know many of you—you hear from
families whose sons and daughters are in
our military. I try the best I can to thank
them for their service. I hope you do as
well. T know you do. I know youre just
as proud of them as I am. But I want
to assure you as leaders in your community,
these troops will have the resources they
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need to be successful in the war against
terror.

We're making good progress—we really
are—in parts of the world. Afghanistan has
now got a constitution which talks about
freedom of religion and talks about wom-
en’s rights. I don’t think anybody would
have dreamed that would have been pos-
sible prior to September the 11th, and now
it’s a reality. Democracy is flourishing. The
world is better off because of that.

I met with some of the city council lead-
ers in Baghdad when I snuck in over
Thanksgiving. I hope someday that you're
able to welcome them to your own cities.
And these are people that are—you can
imagine what their vision might be like.
First of all, theyre overwhelmed with the
thought of being free. That makes sense,
because they had been locked in this cell
of a country by a brutal tyrant. And they're
learning what it means to be a free country,
and theyre learning what it means to be
able to get along with their neighbor that
may have a different view of how to wor-
ship the Almighty. But it'’s happening.

Adnan Pachachi was with us the other
day. He sat next to Laura at the State of
the Union. He came to the Oval Office.
He’s a distinguished gentleman who be-
lieves in the possibilities of the Iragi peo-
ple. He sees a clear vision of a free coun-
try, and we’re moving that way, moving to-
ward a basic law that honors minority
rights, a basic law that—based upon the
principles of human dignity.

I hope to have the sovereignty passed
over, and I think we will, by June the 30th.
But there’s still work to do—you read about
it in your newspapers—because people are
trying to shake our will. That's what you've
got to understand is happening. Theyre
willing to kill innocent life to shake our
will, but thugs and assassins will not intimi-
date America. We will stay the course until
the job is done, because a free Iraq in
the heart of the Middle East will make
the world more peaceful. These are historic
times. This is an historic opportunity to
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change the world, and America will con-
tinue to lead.

At home, I'm optimistic as well. I'm opti-
mistic because I see the economy is grow-
ing. That’s important for the health of our
cities. And it’s getting better, and statistics
say it's getting better. One aspect about
the growing economy that I believe speaks
to why it's growing is the tax cuts we
passed. We’'ll have a philosophical argument
about that here in Washington, DC, of
course. I look forward to it. But I will tell
you that one of the things in the tax relief
plan that I hope you find inspirational for
your cities is it is aimed at the entre-
preneur. Much of the tax relief is aimed
at the small-business owner. And the truth
of the matter is the vibrancy of the inner
cities of our country depend upon owner-
ship.

When more people own a small business,
when people are starting their own busi-
ness, when people are creating small busi-
nesses, theyre creating jobs. Theyre not
only creating a more vibrant and hopeful
community; more jobs are being created.
And the tax relief we passed was, in part,
aimed at small businesses for this reason:
Most small businesses are sole proprietor-
ships or Subchapter S corporations, and
they, therefore, pay tax at the individual
income-tax rate. And so therefore, when
you reduce individual income taxes, you're
injecting capital into the small-business sec-
tors of America’s cities.

The entrepreneurial spirit is strong in
America. You know it as well as I do. The
desire for some to own their business is
strong, and the tax relief we passed helped
invigorate that spirit.

So this economy is growing, and we've
got to make sure people are prepared to
meet the jobs of the 21st century. It starts
with making sure there’s a literate America,
which—make sure that the schools work
well. No Child Left Behind Act—let me
tell you my view of that important piece
of legislation, since I was the person that
asked Congress to pass it. I said, first of

all, “We'll increase the budgets,” which we
have done by 49 percent since 2001. But
I've also said, “In return for additional
money, primarily aimed at Title I students,
we should expect results.” You see, some
people aren’t interested—well, I'm sure
theyre interested in results. They just don’t
want to measure results, and I think that’s
a shame. If you believe that every child
can learn, then you want to know whether
or not that’s happening. It seems like to
me that if the expectation is for excellence,
we ought to measure.

We ought to measure in a way that is
open, measure in a way that puts the re-
sults out for everybody to see, including
the mayors. So you know for a fact whether
or not the obligations of our society are
being met to the youngest of our children.
In the bill, in the No Child Left Behind
Act, not only do we insist upon local con-
trol of schools, an accountability system de-
signed at the State or local level, we also
say that when you see failure early, there’s
additional money to make sure children
aren’t left behind. This is an important
piece of legislation, and I will resist any
attempt to undermine it.

I laid out the other night a Jobs for the
21st Century program. A part of that is
to make sure there’s additional money to
help junior high and high school students
who have been just simply shuffled through
the system. And that's what's happened, as
you know. If you want to be blunt about
what has taken place, sometimes when you
don’t measure, you just shuffle kids
through. Then you wake up at the high
school level and find out that the literacy
level of our children are appalling. I expect
you, as mayors, to challenge the soft bigotry
of low expectations. I challenge you to keep
raising that bar and standards.

And we want to help here. We've got
money for that. We've got money for addi-
tional grants, for Pell grants for low-income
kids who are taking a good, strong cur-
riculum. I told you what the Mayor did.
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He’s challenging the soft bigotry of low ex-
pectations. It might not have been the most
politically popular thing in certain editorial
pages or around the city, but he’s taken
the lead. He’s not afraid to lead, and that’s
what we expect from people at the local
level when it comes to insisting that every
child learn and no child be left behind
in America.

I also hope you work with your commu-
nity colleges. The community college sys-
tem provides a great opportunity to make
sure you match willing workers with the
skills necessary to occupy the jobs of the
21st century. Some of you who have been
around long enough may remember the old
days when they had workforce training re-
quirements that said, “Just go train people.”
So they'd go out and train 1,000 hair-
dressers for 50 jobs. You'd have 950 well-
trained hairdressers, but they weren’t work-
ing.

t%}Ve’ve got to make sure the workforce
training programs focus on the needs of
the employers. And I know many of you
are doing that in your communities and
many of you are working with your local
chambers. I went to Phoenix, and if the
mayor is here, thank you, Mr. Mayor, for
your hospitality. But there is a really inter-
esting collaboration between the high-tech
community and the community college sys-
tem, all aimed at providing people with the
skills so that when the job base expands,
and as it is in many communities, theyve
got the skills necessary to fill the work.

There is a health care shortage of work-
ers in America. You need to work with
your community colleges to make sure that
those colleges are able to provide the skills
in the health care industry so that people
who want to work can do so. And that’s
what we're talking about when you hear
about this community college initiative of
$250 million. I certainly hope the Congress
listens as well, because it makes sense to
use the community college system wisely.

Speaking about workers, I want to talk
about illegal immigrants who are working
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in your cities. I believe strongly that this
Nation is a nation of rule of law, and there-
fore, we must be open about what’s taking
place. And as you know, there’s a lot of
people here on false papers who have been
smuggled in by “coyotes,” who have risked
their lives to come and do what many of
us—many of our citizens do, which is to
work hard to put food on the table for
their families. And they’re here, and they're
working, and they’re making a contribution
to the economy. And yet we don’t have
a system to deal with them, do we? We
have a system that’s underground, that’s in
the shadows of society. And in my judg-
ment, that’s not right.

So what I think we need to do is have
what I call a temporary-worker program,
to issue a card, a temporary-worker card
that’s legitimate and real, that says, if you're
a willing American employer, you can hire
a willing foreign employee that has a tem-
porary-worker card, so long as there’s not
an American worker available. In other
words, people are doing jobs Americans
aren’t doing. And theyre coming to our
country, and theyre taking great risk. And
we've got a lot of Border Patrol agents try-
ing to chase the good, hard-working people
down. If we make the system work right,
if we make it legitimate, then our Border
Patrol will be able to chase down true
threats to our national security. Theyll be
able to focus on the threats. We won’t be
putting our employers in a position where
they're hoping the documentation that’s
presented to them is real.

Now, this isn’t an amnesty program. Let
me be clear about this. This is a temporary-
worker program to be registered and
aboveboard. I oppose amnesty because am-
nesty—amnesty would encourage further il-
legal immigration. And I oppose amnesty
because amnesty would reward those who
have broken the laws of the United States.
We've had people in line trying to become
a citizen of our country. They've been wait-
ing in line for a long period of time, and
this program will not allow people to jump
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ahead in the line of those who have been
here legally.

I think this is a realistic approach to
make sure the employer-employee relation-
ship is honest in this country. And I also
think it's necessary. I think it's necessary
because I don't like the thought of hard-
working citizens, no matter where they may
be from, not willing to report abuse, for
example, because they’d then get shipped
home and wouldnt be able to do their
job as a mom or a dad. This is a humane
country, and we need to treat people hu-
manely, with good, reasonable, common-
sense law. I look forward to Congress to
getting it passed. I thank you for giving
me a chance to explain that piece of policy.

I'm winding down. I'm sure Daley is
wondering when he’s going to quit. [Laugh-
ter] Being from the Windy City he’s—
[laughter]—he sees the President is a little
windy, himself. [Laughter]

Let me talk about housing right quick.
I know housing is important for the mayors.
We want people owning their own home
in America. This administration has been
consistent about promoting what I call an
ownership society. You heard me talk about
creating environments for the entrepreneur
to flourish. I want people owning their own
home. Homeownership is high in America.
I think it’s the highest ever, which is really
positive. It's positive for our country. We
understand, when somebody owns some-
thing, he or she has a vital stake in the
future of this country.

But we've got more work to do. There’s
still a minority homeownership gap in
America. I think here at the mayors’, I
laid out some initiatives that, in the past,
one of which just recently passed the Con-
gress, which is the downpayment assistance
program. I'm asking Congress for $200 mil-
lion to help people with their downpay-
ment. As you know better than me, many
citizens have the desire to own a home,
but they don’t have the dough to make
the downpayment. And therefore, they balk
at making the decision. So we want to help

families with downpayments, and we've
now got a plan to do so. Congress needs
to fund it. It’s authorized. It now needs
to be funded.

The print on these contracts is a little
too fine for first-time homebuyers. And
frankly, it’s a little too fine for multiple-
time home buyers. It's hard to understand
the contracts. And I know HUD is working
to simplify the contracts and to make it
easier and less expensive for people to
enter the process of buying a home, by
simplifying the forms.

I don’t know if you felt it yet. We're
expanding counseling services around the
country, many times run by faith-based
groups, by the way, to help people under-
stand what it means to buy a home. First-
time homebuyers are sometimes confused
by not only the regulations but the obliga-
tions. And we've got counseling services
being expanded out of HUD. And if you
haven’t had one in your neighborhood, call
HUD. Get them to show up. It's a useful
service. It’s a helpful service to close the
homeownership gap.

I'm going to talk to the Congress about
allowing the Federal home administration
to permit zero-percent downpayment loans
to low-income Americans. That needs to
happen in order to encourage more home-
ownership. And Congress also, by the
way—and they need to pass the single fam-
ily housing credit to help people who are
building these homes, these affordable
homes inside America’s cities.

And we're making progress, by the way.
The gap is narrowing. There’s more work
to do. I look forward to working with the
mayors to close the minority homeowner-
ship gap in America, for the good of the
country—for the good of your cities, but
for the good of the country as well.

Let me conclude by talking about a really
important domestic initiative, at least as far
as I'm concerned, and that’s the Faith-
Based Initiative—see if I can explain it
properly to you. First of all, we strongly
believe in the separation of church and
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state here in Washington, DC, and that’s
the way it's going to be. Secondly, I love
the fact that people are able to worship
freely in our country, and if you choose
not to Worship, youre just as patriotic as
your neighbor. Freedom of religion means
freedom to practice any religion you choose
or the freedom not to practice.

Thirdly, there has been discrimination
against faith-based programs in Washington,
DC. Sure, you can receive a Federal grant,
but you have to take the cross off the wall
in order to do so or the Star of David
down or the crescent. Well, how can you
be a faith-based program if you can’t prac-
tice your faith? All of a sudden, you be-
come just another program.

Fourthly, I want you to know that out
of frustration with Congress, I've asked
them to pass a Faith-Based Initiative. I just
decided through Executive order to open
up as much Federal money as we possibly
could, the grantmaking process, to faith-
based programs, to let them apply. We
want people of faith involved in solving
people’s lives.

I know that you have opened an office
to expedite Federal monies or the process
or the grantmaking progress—process for
your faith-based programs in your commu-
nities. I urge you to take advantage of it.
I urge you to take advantage of it. You
know as well as I do that many of the
problems your citizens face are problems
of the heart—addiction—and programs
sometimes work. Government programs
sometimes work, but sometimes they don’t
work. And sometimes it requires a higher
power than a government program to help
change a person’s life. You've got armies
of compassion in your communities that I'm
confident, by working together, we can un-
leash, for the betterment of the people we
serve.

You know, I was down in New Orleans.
Ray Nagin is the fine mayor of that city.
And we had a Faith-Based Initiative there,
and he has got a faith-based coordinating
group to mnot only work in the city but
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with the State of Louisiana. I also urge
you—kind of like the grant problem we
got in other areas, sometimes the money
goes to the States, and if the State is not
anxious to be involved with the faith pro-
grams, it gets stuck and doesn’t make it
to you. And so I urge you to work with
your Governors to make sure that their
faith-based offices are up and running and
that they help cut through the inherent
prejudice toward faith programs, the inher-
ent prejudice in government.

And I'm talking about all faiths, by the
way. There’s fantastic Jewish charities in
America that are helping change this coun-
try, one soul at a time. You ought to look
at those and welcome them and encourage
them. Same with the Muslim charities and,
of course, the Christian charities that are
strong. This Government is—will continue
to work hard to make sure this vision be-
comes reality.

Jim Towey—raise your hand, Towey;
right over there—he runs the faith-based
office in the White House. We've got faith-
based offices throughout bureaucracies. I
see that the Deputy Secretary of HUD
designee is with us. We've got a faith office
at HUD that can be used by mayors and
community groups to access Federal
money. Billions of dollars are now available.
I encourage you—I encourage you to use
this source of fund and empower one of
the greatest strengths we have in our coun-
try, the faith community.

There are other initiatives. I laid out the
prison initiative, $300 million to help on
the prison reentry program. This will make
a big difference in your communities. It
will make a big difference in people’s lives.
Call upon your faith-based programs to
help with these souls that are looking for
help. You know, the clinical probation pro-
gram sometimes works. But oftentimes, it’s
helpful to have somebody with their arms
out there saying, “I love you, brother,” or
“I love you, sister. What can I do to help
you reenter our society?”
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That's not exactly the traditional ap-
proach, I readily concede, to prison—to re-
habilitation programs. I know that. But
sometimes traditional rehabilitation pro-
grams have fallen short of the mark. Some-
times, it’s that extra ingredient called love
that will make a fundamental difference in
somebody’s future. And our houses of wor-
ship are houses of love. That's what they
exist for. The universal call, love your
neighbor just like you'd like to be loved
yourself, is a important part of the soul
of your community. Use it. And the Federal
Government want to help you.

Towey’s job is to make sure that we cut
through the strings, to make sure your faith
groups are able to access the money with-
out losing their faith. You're going to hear
people say, “Why do I want to interface
with the Government? They're going to call
me to have to do something I don’t want
to do.” Towey’s job—and by the way, just
to show you what kind of society we have,
before he came, he was Mother Teresa’s
lawyer. [Laughter] T'm not going to get into
lawsuit abuse—[laughter]—but he’s doing
a good job. And his job is to make sure
that the armies of compassion are un-
leashed.

So those are the things that are on my
mind. I thank you for giving me a chance
to come by and share them with you. T'll
tell you what else is on my mind. I under-
stand ‘04 is going to be a difficult year
for some. But I want you to know this—
[laughter]—I want you to know this. I don’t
want—I don’t want politics to get in the

way of me doing my job and you doing
your job for the people. I want you to
know, I assure you—I understand it, and
so do you. But let us not let the elections
get in the way of our solemn responsibility.
I don’t care what your party is. I don’t
care who youre for, for President. I have
a job to do, and so do you. And by working
together, by working together on key initia-
tives in a way that respects our differences,
honors our values, we can do our job for
America.

And that's what I expect of you, and
I know that’s what you expect of me. And
together, we're going to make this country
continue to be great. Thanks for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. at
the Capital Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Mayor James A. Garner of Hemp-
stead, NY, president, U.S. Conference of
Mayors, who introduced the President;
Mayor Donald L. Plusquellic of Akron, OH,
vice president, U.S. Conference of Mayors;
Mayor Beverly O'Neill of Long Beach, CA,
advisory board chair, U.S. Conference of
Mayors; Mayor Joseph P. Riley, Jr., of
Charleston, SC; Mayor Richard M. Daley of
Chicago, IL; Mayor Anthony A. Williams of
Washington, DC; Mayor Thomas M. Menino
of Boston, MA; former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; Adnan Pachachi, Acting
President, Iragi Governing Council; Mayor
Phil Gordon of Phoenix, AZ; and Roy A.
Bernardi, Assistant Secretary for Community
Planning and Development, Department of
Housing and Urban Development.

Remarks Honoring the 2003 World Series Champion Florida Marlins

January 23, 2004

The President. Thank you for coming.
Please be seated. Bienvenidos a la Casa
Blanca. [Laughter] Thanks for coming to
the White House. I'm honored to be here
to welcome the world champs, the Florida

Marlins. Maybe this will cause one of your
biggest fans to stop bragging, the Governor
of Florida—(laughter]—my brother. I ap-
preciate you being here, Jeb. Thanks for
coming. It's good to see you. [Laughter]
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I don’t know if you know this or not,
but I've had the fortune of being a part
of baseball, and I've never been so im-
pressed by a club that came together and
played together as the Marlins. It speaks
a lot to the ownership and the manager
and the support personnel and the players,
that they were willing to play together to
win. And they won when a lot of people
said they weren’t supposed to win, which
is the way we kind of like it here in Wash-
ington, DC. [Laughter]

I remember when my friend Pudge
Rodriguez stood up to the world and said,
“2003 is going to be the year of the Mar-
lin”” And a lot of people said, “I'm not
so sure he knows what he’s talking about.”
Turns out he did know what he’s talking
about, and I want to congratulate Pudge.
I've known him—Tl never forget when he
first came up. I think it’s true that he got
married on the same day that he got a
hit—is that right, Isabel? The same day
he got his first big league hit?

Maribel Rodriguez. Yes.

The President. Yes, that’s right; yes.
[Laughter] The same day he got his first
big-league hit—I think it was against the
Chicago White Sox

Audience member. It was.

The President. he got married. And
here he sits as a member of the great world
champs. Pudge, congratulations for being
a good friend and a great player.

You're so good about predicting victories,
you got any suggestions for, like, 047
[Laughter]

Audience member. [Inaudible]

The President. 1 hope so.

I do want to thank Porter Goss and Tom
Feeney, Congressmen {rom the great State
of Florida, great supporters of the Marlins,
for coming. I appreciate you boys being
here. They left—they let an interloper in
here, Howard Coble, he’s the Congressman
from North Carolina. Youre wondering
why a guy from North Carolina is here.
It'’s because he and the manager are mem-
bers of the Old Geezers Club—[laugh-
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ter]—and they're friends. Howard is a good
one, isn’t he?

Jack McKeon. That was nice, and for that
compliment, here you go. [Laughter]

[At this point, Mr. McKeon, Florida Marlins
manager, presented the President with a
cigar. |

The President. Thank you, sir. But
Howard is a good one. Howard is a good
one. Appreciate you coming.

Mayor, I'm glad youre here. Manny—
Mayor Diaz is here. Congratulations for
being the mayor of a great city. Jeffrey
Loria and Sivia have been friends of mine
for a long time. And one of the most joyous
phone calls T have made since I was the
President was to call Jeffrey and congratu-
late him on being the owner of the world
champs. And gosh, the joy in his voice was
just worth the phone call.

See, what you don’t know is when I was
fortunate enough to be with the Rangers,
he was the owner of the AAA Oklahoma
City club, our AAA affiliate. So we got to
know each other, and every time we'd call
up a good player, he’d call and get madder
than heck about it, and say, “You're run-
ning me out of talent.” And I'd say, “Well,
that’s what happens when youre in the
minor leagues.” And here he is in the
major leagues, the world championship, and
I never even came close. [Laughter] But
I want to congratulate you, Jeff, for being
a solid owner.

David Samson came through one of
these endless receiving lines that politicians
stand in. And he said, “I'm David Samson.”
I said, “I know who you are.” He said—
I said, “How’s the club look?” He said,
“We're going to win it all this year.” And
I kind of dismissed him like another crank
and moved him on. [Laughter]

Team member. Just like everybody else.
[Laughter]

The President. Yes. And lo and behold,
he was right. David, congratulations. And
I appreciate you bringing Cindi.
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Larry Beinfest is the general manager.
It's hard to be the general manager of any
ball club. It’s hard to figure the right ingre-
dients and to put it all together, but he
has. And Larry, I want to congratulate
you—and congratulate you and Jeff for fig-
uring—David for figuring out that Jack
McKeon was the right catalyst to serve as
the manager of the club. He’s what I call
the Donald Rumsfeld of baseball—[laugh-
ter]—kind of crusty but knows what he’s
doing, you know? [Laughter] And I want
to congratulate you.

You've started a trend, recycling old guys
to bring championships. [Laughter] But you
know what youre doing. Youre a great
baseball man, which is a high compliment.
And you're standing up here as a world
champ, and it must be a thrill.

I appreciate Ozzie Guillen being here.
First, I want to congratulate Ozzie for
going over to the White Sox to be a—
to be the manager. I remember when
Ozzie was a shortstop for the White Sox
and he always had such a wonderful smile
on his face. It was a joy to watch a guy
participate in obviously an activity he loves
so much. And Ozzie, I want to congratulate
you for not only being a world champ but
for now being in a position where you can
bring a world championship perhaps to the
Chicago—the south side of Chicago.

The Hawk, Dawson is with us, Andre
Dawson as well. He’s another great champ.
One reason why this organization obviously
did well is it found excellence and incor-
porated excellence throughout the organiza-
tion. Tony Perez as well, a hall-of-famer.
I mean, Jack and Jeffrey were not afraid
to find the very best people they could
and say, “Help us fashion a team,” and
you did. And I welcome you all here.

I do have to take some credit for the
success. [Laughter] You know how politi-
cians are. You got Doug Davis, former
Ranger—([laughter]—a guy we used to call
Rosie, Wayne Rosenthal is the pitching
coach, former Ranger, Perry Hill, former
Ranger. [Laughter] Somehow, the Rangers

deserve a little bit of credit, you know?
We never—][laughter].

I want to congratulate the three folks
I just named. I got to know them there
in Arlington. Really fine people as well.
I know it's a thrill for them to be here
as well. I do want to help the team a lot.

You know, champs are people that play
hard, play smart, and play as a team, and
that's exactly what the Marlins did. The
kind of a lineup that was pesky at the top,
tough in the middle, and reliable at the
bottom. And you could field your positions,
and it was a true team effort to win.

I'll never forget watching the classic Se-
ries game against the Yankees in Australia.
The time thing was a little awkward, so
we taped it. But it was a dramatic victory,
and it spoke to the character of the team.
And this team does have character, and
it’s character not only on the field but off
the field.

And the other night in the State of the
Union, I said something I think is vital,
that professional sports has got an obliga-
tion to send the right message to our chil-
dren. And there’s ways you do that. One
is you play hard and play fair, and when
you win, youre good sports. Another way
to do it is you keep your bodies clean.
And T hope the Florida Marlins and the
players and players all around America join
me in getting rid of steroids out of sports
right now, so as to send the right signal
to our kids and help parents raise healthy
children. Character matters. And these per-
formance-enhancing drugs say, “What mat-
ters more is achievement over character,”
and that’s just not the way we think. And
championship teams are teams made of
character.

I also appreciate so very much the fact
that the players and the organization under-
stands that when you've got the spotlight,
you have an obligation to serve your com-
munity. And I'm very aware that the Mar-
lins management contributes to Florida’s
Adopt-a-Classroom program. I appreciate
that, Jeffrey, and I appreciate you using
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your position to not only provide entertain-
ment for the people of South Florida but
to help lives, improve lives one person at
a time.

I appreciate the fact that Josh Beckett—
a big, old Texan I might add—(laughter]—
is involved with youth baseball. T hope that
youth baseball reaches into places where
a lot of kids may have lost hope. There’s
nothing more hopeful than for a person
to be able to play on a team and realize
their God-given talents on the athletic field.
It's essential that baseball brings us joy,
to not only suburbia but inner-city America
as well. And Josh, I appreciate you under-
standing the vitality of youth baseball in
America.

I appreciate A.J. Burnett working with
the Florida division of the Center of Miss-
ing and Exploited Children, being willing
to be involved, to use his position as some-
body who South Florida looks up to, to
help children. And what I found interesting
is that more than 30 children featured in
his “Play It Safe” days at Marlins games
have been rescued. You know, winning
baseball games is one thing; rescuing chil-
dren has got to be a fantastic accomplish-
ment. And A.J., I appreciate so very much
your heart.

And then there’s Juan Pierre. Every team
in baseball wants him leading off, feisty
little guy that he is and a great ballplayer.
[Laughter] Yes, don’t worry about putting
weight on, you did all right. [Laughter]
Whatever you did last year, do it again this
year. [Laughter] And keep doing what
youre doing—it’s called “Pierre’s Pack.” It

brings underprivileged kids to the ballpark.

, 2004

See, he makes a good living, and he’s will-
ing to share those hard-earned dollars with
the underprivileged kids.

To me, this is what being leaders are
all about and champs are about. It's one
thing to win on the field, and that's what
we’re here to herald, and it’s a fantastic—
fantastic moment for the ballplayers and
the fans and everybody involved with the
organization. But winners also do things off
the field too. Winners understand they have
obligations. They've got obligations to be
a good mom or a dad. They've got obliga-
tions to give something back to the commu-
nity and to the country that has made this
opportunity for them possible. And the
Marlins are fulfilling it all. They won on
the field, and theyre winning oft the field.
And I'm grateful.

Congratulations to the world champs.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of
Florida; Mayor Manuel Diaz of Miami, FL;
Ivan “Pudge” Rodriguez, catcher, Florida
Marlins, and his wife, Maribel; Jeffrey H.
Loria, chairman, chief executive officer, and
managing general partner, Florida Marlins,
and his wife, Sivia; David Samson, president,
Florida Marlins, and his wife, Cindi; Larry
Beinfest, senior vice president/general man-
ager, Ozzie Guillen, former third base coach,
Andre Dawson and Tony Perez, special as-
sistants to the president, Doug Davis, bench
coach, Wayne Rosenthal, pitching coach,
Perry Hill, first base/infield coach, Josh
Beckett and A.]. Burnett, pitchers, and Juan
Pierre, outfielder, Florida Marlins.

Statement on Signing the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2004

January 23, 2004

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2673,
the “Consolidated Appropriations  Act,
2004” (CAA). The CAA consolidates into
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a single appropriations Act several
appropriations bills that the Congress nor-
mally passes each year as separate bills to
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fund the operations of the Federal Govern-
ment.

Many provisions of the CAA are incon-
sistent with the constitutional authority of
the President to conduct foreign affairs,
command the Armed Forces, protect sen-
sitive information, supervise the unitary ex-
ecutive branch, make appointments, and
make recommendations to the Congress.
Many other provisions unconstitutionally
condition execution of the laws by the exec-
utive branch upon approval by congres-
sional committees.

The executive branch shall construe as
advisory the provisions of the Act that pur-
port to: (1) direct or burden the Executive’s
conduct of foreign relations, including sec-
tions 514, 531, 548, 557, 570, 571, 589,
610, and 618(b) of, and language relating
to an agreement under the heading “Other
Bilateral Economic Assistance, Economic
Support Fund” in, the Foreign Operations
Appropriations Act; and sections 404, 612,
and 635 of the Commerce, Justice, State
Appropriations Act and language in that Act
relating to World Trade Organization nego-
tiations and United Nations Security Coun-
cil voting; (2) limit the President’s authority
as Commander in Chief, such as language
under the heading “Andean Counterdrug
Initiative” in the Foreign Operations Ap-
propriations Act and section 610 of the
Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations
Act; (3) limit the President’s authority to
supervise the unitary executive branch, such
as section 610(3) of the Commerce, Justice,
State Appropriations Act, and sections 618
and 628 of the Transportation, Treasury
Appropriations Act and the language in that
Act relating to Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) review of executive branch
orders, activities, regulations, transcripts,
and testimony; or (4) restrict the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to make ap-
pointments, such as section 604(c)(3)(B) of
the Foreign Operations Appropriations Act
and subsections 112(a) and (d) of the Com-
merce, Justice, State Appropriations Act.

In addition, the executive branch shall
construe provisions in the CAA that man-
date submission of information to the Con-
gress, other entities outside the executive
branch, or the public, such as section
637(e)(2) of the Commerce, Justice, State
Appropriations Act, in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to withhold information that could impair
foreign relations, national security, the de-
liberative processes of the Executive, or the
performance of the Executive’s constitu-
tional duties. Also, to the extent that provi-
sions of the CAA, such as section 404 of
the Transportation, Treasury Appropriations
Act and section 721 of the Agriculture Ap-
propriations Act, purport to require or reg-
ulate submission by executive branch offi-
cials of legislative recommendations to the
Congress, the executive branch shall con-
strue such provisions in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s constitutional
authority to submit for congressional con-
sideration such measures as the President
judges necessary and expedient. In par-
ticular, the executive branch shall construe
sections 121 and 223 of the Veterans Af-
fairs, Housing and Urban Development Ap-
propriations Act in a manner consistent
with the President’s authority under the
Recommendations Clause to submit budget
requests to the Congress in any form he
determines appropriate.

The executive branch shall construe the
phrase “developed by the Kimberley Proc-
ess” in section 584 of the Foreign Oper-
ations Appropriations Act as requiring the
enforcement only of those standards that
are in existence as of enactment of the
CAA, for the reasons I stated upon signing
the Clean Diamond Trade Act on April 25,
2003.

The executive branch shall construe as
calling solely for notification the provisions
of the CAA that are inconsistent with the
requirements of bicameral passage and pre-
sentment set forth by the Constitution, as
construed by the Supreme Court of the
United States in 1983 in INS v. Chadha.
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Such provisions include: sections 704, 718,
732, and 786 in the Agriculture Appropria-
tions Act and language relating to Food
and Drug Administration fund transfers in
that Act; section 436(5) of the District of
Columbia Appropriations Act; section 207
of the Labor, Health and Human Services
Appropriations Act and language under the
Pension Benefit Guaranty  Corporation
Fund heading in that Act; sections 201,
211, 212, 217, 403, 526, 533, 614, 623,
and 643 in the Transportation, Treasury
Appropriations Act and language in that Act
under the headings “Department of Trans-
portation, Office of the Secretary, Salaries
and Expenses,” “Department of Transpor-
tation, Working Capital Fund,” “Federal
Transit Administration, Administrative Ex-
penses,” “Treasury Building Annex Repair
and Restoration,” “Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, Business Systems Modernization,”
“Federal Drug Control Programs, High In-
tensity Drug Trafficking Areas Program,”
“General Services Administration, Real
Property  Activities, Federal Buildings
Fund, Limitations on Availability of Rev-
enue,” and “Human Capital Performance
Fund;” and section 111 of the Veterans
Affairs, Housing and Urban Development
Appropriations Act and language in that Act
relating to additional amounts for Capital
Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services
Activities.

Section 409 of the Commerce, Justice,
State Appropriations Act purports to com-
pel the Secretary of State to furnish all
Department of State cables, on any topic
and of whatever classification, to any mem-
ber of the House or Senate appropriations
committees who requests them. The execu-
tive branch shall construe this provision
consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authority to withhold information the
disclosure of which could impair foreign
relations, national security, the deliberative
process of the Executive, or the perform-
ance of the Executive’s constitutional du-
ties.
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The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 646 of the Transportation, Treasury
Appropriations Act, relating to assignment
of executive branch employees to perform
functions in the legislative branch, in a
manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to supervise the unitary
executive branch and as Commander in
Chief, and recognizing that the President
cannot be compelled to give up the author-
ity of his office as a condition of receiving
the funds necessary to carrying out the du-
ties of his office.

Several provisions of the CAA relate to
race, ethnicity, or gender. The executive
branch shall construe such provisions in a
manner consistent with the requirement to
afford equal protection of the laws under
the Due Process Clause of the Fifth
Amendment to the Constitution.

Sections 153 and 154 of Division H of
the CAA purport to establish inter-
parliamentary groups of U.S. Senators to
meet with members of the national legisla-
tures of certain foreign countries for a dis-
cussion of common problems in the interest
of relations between the United States and
those countries. Consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to conduct
the Nation’s foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief, the executive branch shall
construe sections 153 and 154 as author-
izing neither representation of the United
States nor disclosure of national security
information protected by law or executive
order.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 161 of Division H of the CAA as appli-
cable only with respect to statutory func-
tions assigned to the Director of OMB and
not to the Director’s role of assisting the
President in the President’s exercise of his
constitutional powers of obtaining the opin-
ions of the heads of departments, recom-
mending for the consideration of the Con-
gress such measures as the President judges
necessary and expedient, and supervising
the unitary executive branch. The executive
branch shall not construe section 161 to



Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Jan. 24

affect the power of the President to modify
or amend the executive order to which the
provision refers.

Several provisions in the CAA make
specified changes in statements of man-
agers of the House-Senate conference com-
mittees that accompanied various bills re-
ported from conference that ultimately be-
came laws. As with other committee mate-
rials, statements of managers accompanying
a conference report do not have the force
of law. Accordingly, although changes to

The President’s Radio Address
January 24, 2004

Good morning. In my State of the Union
Address, I spoke of a great priority for our
Nation, to confront the rising cost of health
care and make sure that more of our citi-
zens can afford the health care they need.
Health care costs are rising too fast for
many families and businesses. It is time
to address this problem directly, with five
clear steps that Congress can take this year.

First, we can help control rising health
care costs by cutting down on frivolous law-
suits against doctors and hospitals. When
health care providers are responsible for
injuries, they should be accountable. Yet
no one was ever healed by a junk or frivo-
lous lawsuit.

This week, I will travel to Little Rock,
Arkansas, to visit Baptist Health Medical
Center. For Baptist and other hospitals
across the Nation, frivolous lawsuits have
dramatically increased the cost of medical
liability premiums. These costs are passed
on to patients in higher bills. These costs
are driving doctors from important work,
such as delivering babies. And these costs
are driving some doctors out of medicine
entirely.

In order to protect the doctor-patient re-
lationship, Congress should pass medical li-

these statements are directed by the terms
of the statute, the statements themselves
are not legally binding.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
January 23, 2004.

NotE: H.R. 2673, approved January 23, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-199. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the
content of this statement.

ability reform that removes the threat of
frivolous lawsuits and the needless costs
they impose on our health care system.

Second, we should help more small busi-
nesses afford health insurance for their
workers by allowing these firms to band
together and negotiate for lower insurance
rates. These association health plans give
small employers the same bargaining power
as big companies, making it easier for them
to provide employee health coverage. The
House has passed a bill supporting these
health plans, and the Senate needs to act.

Third, Congress should give lower in-
come Americans refundable tax credits to
help them purchase health insurance.
These tax credits would total up to $1,000
for individuals and $3,000 for families. For
many Americans lacking health insurance,
these credits would make the difference be-
tween affording insurance and going with-
out.

Fourth, we should help Americans with
their health care costs by encouraging the
use of health savings accounts. Congress
passed these accounts last year in the
Medicare bill, allowing people to save
money for future medical expenses tax-free.
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People who make use of health savings ac-
counts also will buy high-deductible insur-
ance policies to protect them against cata-
strophic medical costs like hospitalization
or major surgery. This year, I am urging
Congress to make those premiums 100-per-
cent tax deductible. This new deduction
would strengthen health savings accounts
and make health insurance more affordable
for millions of Americans not covered
through their workplace.

And fifth, we can control health care
costs and improve care by moving Amer-
ican medicine into the information age. My
budget for the coming year proposes dou-
bling to $100 million the money we spend
on projects that use promising health infor-
mation technology. This would encourage
the replacement of handwritten charts and
scattered medical files with a unified sys-
tem of computerized records. By taking this
action, we would improve care and help

Remarks in Little Rock, Arkansas
January 26, 2004

The President. Thank you. Thanks for
coming. Thanks for having me. Thanks for
the warm welcome. I appreciate the fact
that a Texan is being treated so well here
in Arkansas. [Laughter] It’s nice to be in
this part of the world again. Arkansas is
full of really good people, decent, caring
people, and so is this hospital. I'm honored
that you would have allowed me and my
rather significant entourage—[laughter]—to
come to Baptist Health Medical Center.

I'm here to talk about health issues. I'm
here to talk about one of the reasons why
health care costs are going up. And that’s
the fact that we've got too many darn law-
suits, too many frivolous and junk lawsuits
that are affecting people. I'm here to make
sure that we talk in a way that says to
the people of Arkansas and America that
we need medical liability reform to make
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prevent dangerous medical errors, saving
both lives and money.

In all these measures, we are upholding
the basic principle that private health care
and the sanctity of the doctor-patient rela-
tionship make America’s health care the
best in the world. And with the help of
Congress, this year we will strengthen our
private system of care by addressing the
rising cost of health care and helping more
Americans afford health coverage.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:20 a.m.
on January 23 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
January 24. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 23 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

sure that medicine is affordable and avail-
able.

But I'm here, first and foremost, to thank
the people of this medical center, those
here in person and those listening via cable.
I want to thank you for what you do. I
want to thank you for your heart. I want
to thank you for caring about your fellow
citizens. I appreciate very much your being
on the frontline of healing, healing lives
in such a compassionate way. Our health
care system is the best in the world, and
we need to keep it that way.

I appreciate Russ. Thank you for your
introduction. Thanks for being the CEO
of Baptist Health System. Thank you for
joining us in—we just had what they call
a roundtable. The table was square.
[Laughter] But nevertheless, we had a
great discussion, and Russ was there. He
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talked about this hospital, its outreach, its
not only desire to serve people in the city
of Little Rock but also its desire to serve
people in rural Arkansas.

I want to thank Doug Weeks, the senior
vice president and administrator, our host.
I want to thank my friend the Governor
for coming. Governor Huckabee is a—Jap-
plause]. Part of good health care depends
on how you treat your own body. [Laugh-
ter] No, I'm serious. I'm absolutely serious.
The best way to—one of the best ways
to prevent disease is to make right choices.
One of the right choices is to watch what
you eat. The Governor has clearly done
that. [Laughter] He’s setting a good exam-

le.

Another right choice is to exercise fre-
quently. Some of us like to run—or used
to like to run before we broke down.
[Laughter] 1 try to exercise 6 days a week.
The Governor exercises. And I hope people
in Arkansas and around the country under-
stand that the exercise is a good way to
avoid disease in the first place. Making
right choices is important. And Governor,
I appreciate the example you've set for this
great State.

I want to thank the Lieutenant Governor,
Win Rockefeller, for joining us. Win, glad
to see you. He exercises too. [Laughter]
I appreciate the mayor, Mayor Dailey from
Little Rock, for being here. Mr. Mayor,
thank you for coming. Mayor Hays of
North Little Rock is here as well. Thank
you for coming, appreciate you. You've got
a tough job. I like to remind the mayors,
just go ahead and fill the potholes, and
everything will be fine. [Laughter]

I know we've got leaders from the state-
house here, Senator Baker and Representa-
tive Parks and others. Thank you all for
coming out and giving me a chance to
share some thoughts with you.

Before I get into the issue of health,
I do want to remind you that our country
still faces big challenges. And we'’re rising
to meet the challenges. The most important
job of my administration is to protect the

American people, is to chase down those
who would do us harm and bring them
to justice, is to never forget the lessons
of September the 11th, is to stay on the
offensive, and that’s what we’re doing.

We're spreading freedom, and as we do
so, the world becomes more peaceful.
Freedom is not America’s gift to the world;
freedom is the Almighty’s gift to each man
and woman in the world.

I appreciate so very much the contribu-
tion of the Arkansas Guard. Over 4,000
troops are part of our effort to not only
make America more secure but to make
the world more free. I know that the Gov-
ernor informed me that these troops are
ready to go. They understand the mission.
They're proud to serve our country. I'm
proud to call them—I'm proud to be their
Commander in Chief. And I want their
families to know how much we are grateful
for their sacrifice as well. Arkansas ought
to be proud of the men and women who
wear the uniform, and theyre going to
make this Nation proud and more secure
in their sacrifices.

I told everybody the other night at the
State of the Union that we're going to stay
on the offensive against Al Qaida, and we’re
making good progress. We're on an inter-
national manhunt. We're in a different kind
of war. It used to be in the old days, you
could measure progress based upon the
number of airplanes that the enemy had
or the number of ships in a flotilla. And
the big battles of the past were clashes
of equipment that were visible for people
to see. And this is the kind of war where
sometimes you see action, and sometimes
you don’t. Sometimes progress is being
made, and it’s hard to tell it, because in
order to dismantle the Al Qaida terrorists
network, we’ve got to be on a manhunt,
and we've got a lot of people on the man-
hunt.

Just yesterday—not yesterday—just last
week, we made further progress in making
America more secure when a fellow named
Hassan Ghul was captured in Iraq. Hassan
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Ghul was a—reported directly to Khalid
Sheik Mohammed, who was the master-
mind of the September the 11th attacks.
He was a killer. He was moving money
and messages around South Asia and the
Middle East to other Al Qaida leaders. He
was a part of this network of haters that
we're dismantling. Our intelligence officers
did a good job. He was captured in Iraq,
where he was helping Al Qaida to put pres-
sure on our troops. There is one less enemy
we have to worry about with the capture
of Hassan Ghul. Our people are doing
great work.

This country’s economy is getting better,
and that’s positive news for the people of
Arkansas and the people of America. The
tax relief we passed is working. See, I be-
lieve that when people have more money
in their pocket, they will then spend or
save or invest, and that causes the whole
economy to grow, which then helps people
find a job. Much of the tax relief we passed
is set to expire, and it’s set to expire right
about the time the economy gets going.
It makes no sense to have a tax increase
on the American people at this stage or
any stage as far as I'm concerned. And
therefore, we need to make the tax relief
permanent.

In order to make this tax relief perma-
nent, let people keep more of their own
money to keep driving this economy for-
ward. Small businesses need to keep more
money. You see, most new jobs in America
are created by small-business owners. If
you're worried about job creation, we need
to continue to stimulate the small-business
sector of our economy. Congress needs to
act. They need to make these tax relief
packages we passed for small business per-
manent so people can find work here in
America.

We also need to have an energy policy.
The people of Arkansas understand energy.
We need a policy. We need a policy that
encourages conservation. We need a policy
that helps modernize our electricity sys-
tems, and we need a policy that makes
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us less dependent on foreign sources of
energy.

We need to open up markets for Arkan-
sas’ farmers and ranchers. When you're
good at something, we ought to encourage
the sale of those products elsewhere, out-
side of our markets. And were good at
things in America. We're good at growing
crops, and we're good at raising cows, and
were good at being on the cutting edge
of innovation. We need markets for those
products. We need less regulation for busi-
nesses and small businesses.

And we've got to deal with rising health
care costs. Rising health care costs are mak-
ing it difficult for some entities to hire peo-
ple. Rising health care costs affect all
Americans. We want our families to feel
more secure. Rising health care costs create
insecurity in our Nation.

And so we need to continue the focus
on costs. We're making some good
progress, by the way, about helping people
with health care. We've got what we call
community health centers in America. I'm
committed to the expansion and the build-
ing of new community health centers.
These are places where people who don’t
have insurance or live in areas without
enough doctors can find health care. Com-
munity health centers make sense. It takes
the pressure off the emergency rooms of
hospitals such as this. We've opened or ex-
panded 600 community health centers since
2001. The budget I proposed calls for an-
other 218 to be opened or expanded. This
is a good way to make sure that health
care is available for those who don’t have
insurance yet. And so I call upon Congress
to look at that part of my budget and con-
tinue working with the administration to
expand these vital centers around Arkansas
and around America.

And then we worked on Medicare. You
might remember what it was like before
this year when people talked about Medi-
care. The political issue was really called
“Medi-scare.” [Laughter] If somebody
would talk about it, somebody else would
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say, “Wait a minute. They’re going to try
to take away Medicare from the seniors.”
But I felt strongly that Medicare needed
to be modernized. I felt like we needed
to deal with the issue now and not pass
it on like other Congresses and administra-
tions had done. It's time to address the
issue before it became so acute that the
system didn’t work. And it was time to ful-
fill a promise to our seniors, and so we
acted. T was proud to sign that bill, and
as I told the Congress, “If you try to
change it and it hurts our seniors, I'll veto
the bill.”

It's going to take a while to implement
the Medicare bill. It's a complex piece of
legislation. After all, it’s the first moderniza-
tion since Lyndon Johnson signed Medicare
in the mid-sixties.

This year, seniors are going to get a drug
discount card, which will save them 10 to
25 percent off the retail price of most pre-
scription drugs. And the lowest income sen-
iors will get a $600 credit. That will help
seniors with drug costs.

Secondly, next year we’ll begin preven-
tive screenings against diabetes and heart
disease for seniors just entering Medicare,
plus theyll get a wellness exam. That’s im-
portant. It's the first time that Medicare
has actually been into the business of pre-
ventive screenings. Any good doc will tell
you, you need to figure out what the issue
is in order to deal with people. And a pre-
ventive screening will help the medical pro-
fession better treat our seniors.

Finally, in year 2006, seniors will receive
the prescription drug coverage they've been
promised. For about $35 a month, most
seniors will see their drug bills cut in half.
That's a good deal for America’s seniors.

And finally, in the bill is an interesting
innovation, one that isn’t the first time it’s
been tried, but it’s now been expanded—
theyre called health savings accounts,
which will allow Americans to save for fu-
ture medical expenses, tax-free. And that’s
an important innovation, an important re-
form.

Another way to help, by the way—or a
way to help deal with rising costs is to
understand the impact rising costs have on
small businesses. A lot of big businesses
are able to absorb the costs because they've
got the capacity to negotiate better. When
you've got a large universe of people that
you’re trying to cover, you can have more
strength in negotiations. It gives you a bet-
ter hand.

The problem we have with small busi-
nesses is they don’t have the capacity to
pool together, to negotiate on behalf of a
lot of people. And that's why I'm a strong
supporter of what’s called association health
plans that will allow small businesses to
pool risk and have a better negotiation pol-
icy with those who offer insurance. Con-
gress needs to pass this piece of legislation.
It is good for the entrepreneurs of Arkan-
sas.

Lower income Americans should be
helped with health care by refundable tax
credits. It's been a part of my budget. It’s
an important reform. It will help with the
issue of the uninsured. People with health
savings accounts, when they buy high de-
ductible insurance policies to protect them
against catastrophic medical costs or hos-
pitalization or major surgery, should be al-
lowed to deduct those premiums. See, that
will help with the rising costs of health
care as well. Those are some practical sug-
gestions for Congress to look at, ways to
strengthen the private delivery of medicine
as opposed to strengthening the Govern-
ment involvement in medicine.

There’s something else we can do at the
Federal level, and that is to promote prom-
ising health information technology. The
truth of the matter is, medicine is on the
leading edge of change. And some of the
new drugs are fantastic about—to help save
lives. Some of the new machinery is fan-
tastic. The information systems of the
health care system are a little antiquated.
I mean, youre still moving files by hand,
aren’t you? Kind of writing it out by hand.
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Well, what we need to do is to have stand-
ards and computerized records so that we
can improve care and prevent errors, which
will save money in the system. There’s tre-
mendous savings to be had by bringing
technology into the medical field, and the
Federal Government can help there as
well.

These are good steps. Yet one of the
main cost-drivers, that has nothing to do
with what happens in an operating room
or a waiting room, happen in the court-
room. One of the reasons people are find-
ing their premiums are up and it'’s hard
to find a doc these days is because frivolous
and junk lawsuits are threatening medicine
across the country. And there’s a lot of
them, people just filing these suits. I call
them junk suits because they don’t have
any merit. The problem is they cost money
to fight.

Every one of these junk suits that people
put out there requires the expenditure of
money, which affects consumers. That’s
you. It affects hospitals. That’s you as well.
In order to avoid protracted litigation, those
who provide insurance oftentimes just settle
the case. You've got these giant judgments
looming out there, people say, “Well, I bet-
ter just go ahead and settle this, rather
than risk a bad jury verdict.” That drives
up costs too. People just filing these law-
suits right and left, and it’s running up the
costs. Doctors’ premiums, the cost of doing
business, they're rising. That makes it hard
on the docs. It makes it hard on docs to
do what theyre called to do, which is to
heal lives.

Medical liability premiums for Arkansas
doctors rose more than 150 percent last
year. That makes it awfully hard for doctors
to do business. And what is their business?
Their business is seeing patients. Their
business is helping to make somebody’s life
better. Yet these lawsuits are making it
hard for docs to practice their business in
the State of Arkansas and other States as
well.
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You see, the costs get passed on. They
get passed on to patients or their employ-
ers. One of the major cost-drivers in the
delivery of health care are these junk and
frivolous lawsuits. The risk of frivolous liti-
gation drives doctors—and hear me out on
this—they drive doctors to prescribe drugs
and procedures that may not be necessary,
just to avoid lawsuits. That’s called the de-
fensive practice of medicine. According to
a survey of the Arkansas Medical Society,
90 percent of Arkansas doctors say the fear
of lawsuits have caused them to do unnec-
essary procedures.

See, lawsuits not only drive up pre-
miums, which drives up the cost to the
patient or the employer of the patient, but
lawsuits cause docs to practice medicine in
an expensive way in order to protect them-
selves in the courthouse.

The defensive practice of medicine af-
fects the Federal budget. The direct cost
of liability insurance and the indirect cost
from unnecessary medical procedures raise
the Federal Government’s health care costs
by at least $28 billion a year. Remember,
we provide—at the Federal level, we pro-
vide health care through Medicare and
Medicaid and veteran’s health and Govern-
ment employee costs. The defensive—the
cost of defensive medicine raises your bill
as a taxpayer. Not only does it make it
harder to go see a doc, it also costs you
more as a taxpayer. Medical liability reform
is a national issue because medical liability
lawsuits raise the Federal budget. It’s a na-
tional issue that requires a national solution.

You need to get your Governor—I know
he’s strongly, and the Lieutenant Governor
is strongly in favor of liability reform—you
need to work it here in Arkansas, by the
way. Just don’t rely upon the Federal Gov-
ernment, but get you good medical liability.
It's tough, because some of these lawyer
groups are some of the politically strongest
groups in the State and the country. I un-
derstand how tough it is. But we’re doing
the right thing by insisting upon medical
liability reform. We're doing the right thing
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by telling people the truth, and that is the
health care system looks like a giant lottery.
That’s what it looks like these days because
of these lawsuits. And somehow, the trial
lawyers always hold the winning ticket.
Lawyers walk away with up to 40 percent—
40 percent—of every settlement and ver-
dict, which adds up to billions of costs,
billions of unnecessary costs.

Lawsuits don’t heal patients. That’s a
fact. And they’re driving a wedge between
the docs and their patients. One of the
most vital links of good medicine is the
doctor-patient relationship. Yet many doc-
tors fear what they tell a patient will be
used against them in a court of law. We've
got a culture of lawsuit here in America,
a culture of lawsuits, a litigation culture,
which is driving a wedge between the doc-
tors and patients, and that's not right.
When docs treat their patients, the only
thing they should worry about is the health
of their patients, not some trial lawyer
breathing down their neck.

Seventy-one percent of the doctors in Ar-
kansas say they are considering early retire-
ment. Let me tell you what’s happening
here in Arkansas, and it's happening in
other States too. Youre not alone. These
frivolous and junk lawsuits are not only
driving up the costs, but a lot of docs are
thinking about quitting the practice of med-
icine. Remember, I talked about to make
sure medicine is affordable and available.
Lawsuits drive up the affordability. Law-
suits are driving docs out of the practice,
which means there’s less availability. You've
got to have doctors in your communities.
In order to be a vibrant, successful commu-
nity, you need a viable health care industry
with good docs. And yet, 71 percent of
the doctors in this State say they're consid-
ering early retirement; 50 percent of the
physicians say they’re having difficulty re-
cruiting new doctors to practice in Arkan-
sas.

This litigation culture puts a sign up
there saying, “If you come to our State,
you're likely to get sued.” Who wants to

do that? People want to practice medicine.
They don’t want to spend their time de-
fending themselves in the courthouse be-
cause of the frivolous and junk lawsuits that
are too prevalent today in America. More
than a third of the docs are considering
moving out of State. See, that says to me
you got a problem here in Arkansas. And
by the way, again I repeat, you're not alone.
Trust me, youre not alone. There’s a lot
of States that can’t get good medical liabil-
ity reform through.

Today I met with some decent docs and
health administrators. Let me tell you their
stories so that we get a better feel for why
we need medical liability reform at the
State and Federal level.

Sara McBee is here. There’s Sara. She’s
from Fayetteville, Arkansas. She practices
family medicine. She was delivering be-
tween 80 and 100 babies a year. Now,
there’s a soul—a good soul who loves life
to the point where she’s willing to take
her talents and deliver babies. It must be
an unbelievably satisfying profession to
bring life to be.

And yet, in July of 2002, her insurance
premiums more than doubled. See, the liti-
gation culture made it nearly impossible for
her to practice her love. I say nearly impos-
sible, because she wouldn’t break her com-
mitments to expecting patients and hung
in there for a year. But her premiums con-
tinued to rise, and Dr. McBee has stopped
delivering babies, as a direct result of too
many junk lawsuits, and that's not right.
That’s not right.

Let me give you another story. Dr. John
Wilson is with us. Dr. Wilson is a good
soul. He’s an orthopedist from Little Rock,
Arkansas. He’s been practicing medicine
for—1I think he said 35 years, 30 of which
he wasn’t hassled by lawsuits. In other
words, what we're talking about is a new
phenomenon here in society—in this soci-
ety. He is a—he believes that doctors are
called to serve. Besides just healing people,
they're called to serve people. And I bet
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you when you talk to most docs, that’s the
way they feel as well.

So he traveled every week to the Arkan-
sas Delta. And for people who aren’t famil-
iar with Arkansas, that is a poor, rural area
that, frankly, does not have enough doctors.
And he heard a calling. So he would go
there to help—to love, really, if you think
about it—to practice his talent and skills
and to love people by helping them, and
then he got sued. And the lawsuits were
dropped, but he was unable to find insur-
ance because he was told if he kept going
over there, the cost of his business, the
cost of being a doctor, would rise dramati-
cally. And so he quit going. He quit going.

By the way, I went to Mississippi a while
ago and talked to a doc who was there
in the Mississippi Delta. He came down
from another State to practice medicine.
He understood there’s a lot of poor people
there; he wanted to help them. He got
sued—for helping poor people, because
he’s a doctor. And guess what? He left.
The Wilson story and the story I just men-
tioned to you, it’s just all too common. And
people get affected. These junk lawsuits not
only are running up the cost of medicine;
they're making the quality of life of some
of our citizens—diminishing the quality of
life.

Sully and Mary Ligon are with us.
They’re from Helena—or Henrietta?

Mrs. Ligon. It's Helena.

The President. Helena, yes, Helena. How
quickly we forget. [Laughter] Anyway, see,
the Ligons got help from Dr. Wilson. She
was telling me she got injured during one
Christmas and tore a rotator cuff, and Dr.
Wilson being the good doc he is, fixed it.
Her fastball is back up to about 85 miles
an hour now. [Laughter] But Dr. Wilson
no longer goes there. And Sully got
knocked over by a cow. He said a wild
cow, not a mad cow. [Laughter] He got
hurt, see. And Dr. Wilson was their doc
because he used to go there. He no longer
goes there. So guess what? The Ligons now
have to drive here. And as they were quick

136

, 2004

to point out, they can afford to do so,
which is good. It's inconvenient as heck,
but they can afford to do so. There’s a
lot of people there that can’t, and they’re
missing out on a good doc. And the reason
Dr. Wilson is not there is because lawsuits
are running up the cost of medicine, make
it hard for him to practice. His heart’s
right. Trust me. I heard him. But he just
can’t go there.

There’s just too many junk and frivolous
lawsuits. We need to do something about
it for the sake of a lot of people. I met
with Frank Wise. He’s from Fulton County
Hospital. It’s a rural hospital. These junk
lawsuits have raised the cost of delivering
babies such that they no longer do so in
his hospital. And he tells the story about
people desperately looking for a place to—
for a bed, and babies being delivered on
a bridge.

Listen, I'm going to tell you something.
We can have balance in our society when
it comes to having a good legal system and
a good medical system. It’s not that way
today. The pendulum has swung way, way
too far.

D’Borai Lynn Cook—you might have
heard of her if you work here. She’s the
emergency room case manager. She sees
firsthand what it means to practice medi-
cine defensively. She says they over-pre-
scribe to cover themselves to make sure
that, as they do their job, theyre thinking
about what would happen if they end up
in a court of law. She says that—she said
then there’s the negative aspect of defen-
sive medicine with people saying, “I'm not
going to handle that case.”

See, too many lawsuits affect the lives
of a lot of good people, and we need to
do something about it. And so I proposed
to the Congress to act. My job as the Presi-
dent, if T see problems, is to address them
square on, and I expect Congress to do
the same thing. I expect Congress to do
the same.

First of all, we want to make sure the
court system is uncluttered. We want to
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make sure that if a person is injured, they
have their day in court. Frivolous and junk
lawsuits make it hard for those who get
injured to have their day in court, for start-
ers. And secondly, obviously, if they've
been hurt by a bad doc, there needs to
be a judgment, and that person needs to
be able to recover the cost of their care,
the recovery, and the economic losses for
the rest of their life. Every good doc wants
to make sure that the legal system works
fairly. Good docs aren’t afraid to stand up
in a court of law. They just dont want
to be run out of business because of these
junk lawsuits, just filing suit after suit after
suit.

People ought to be allowed to recover
economic damages. But for the sake of a
strong health care system, for the sake of
making sure health care is accessible and
affordable, we need a $250,000 cap on non-
economic damages.

States that have got a hard cap have seen
positive results, have seen the judicial sys-
tem work well and the medical field stay
vibrant. And if harm is caused by truly
egregious behavior, patients should be able
to recover reasonable punitive damages.

What I propose is fair, see. I've laid out
something that's balanced and fair, some-
thing that addresses a critical national need,
and that is the cost of medicine. The prob-
lem is, is that some in the United States
Senate don’t see it that way. That bill I
put up there passed the House of Rep-
resentatives, and it’s stuck in the Senate.
And your Senators need to hear from you
about a balanced, fair system. For the sake
of Arkansas and States around the country,
you need medical liability reform.

We need to make sure we've got joint
and several liability reform as well. See,
what happens is some of these junk law-
suits, theyll just file against everybody.
Even though they may not be like 100-
percent responsible for an issue, theyll
have to pay 100 percent of the cost. That’s
not fair. That hurts hospitals in particular
and a lot of docs as well. There needs

to be good reform. There just needs to
be good, sound national reform thats fair
and balanced and full of common sense.

The House passed a bill. It's stuck in
the Senate. These Senators have got to un-
derstand no one has ever been healed by
a frivolous lawsuit. And I'm going to stay
on the issue until we get it fixed. This
is a national problem.

Let me talk about one other issue, and
then Tl let you get back to work. Today
I met Mary Lynn Roberson at the airport.
Mary Lynn has volunteered—she’s right
there. I told her I was going to say her
name. Thank you, Mary Lynn. She has vol-
unteered here for nearly three decades. She
visits with family and friends of surgery pa-
tients. In other words, she’s spreading love,
is what she’s doing. And the reason I bring
that up, and her work, is because the true
strength of America is the fact that there
are Mary Lynns in every community who
are willing to take time out of their per-
sonal life to love a neighbor just like you'd
like to be loved yourself.

We're a mighty nation when it comes
to our military, and we’ll keep it that way.
We're a mighty nation when it comes to
wealth in our economy, and it’s getting bet-
ter. But the most mighty aspect of our Na-
tion is the fact that our citizens, from all
walks of life, care deeply about a neighbor
in need.

One of the most compelling things about
being the President is I get to see on a
daily basis the true compassion of our fel-
low citizens. And I hear just unbelievably
fantastic stories about people overcoming
big odds, because a neighbor is helped.
Somebody has just taken time out of their
life to make a difference.

My call to the good people of Little Rock
is to work with the Boy Scouts—and I
thank you for being involved in such a val-
ues-based program—or to start a program
in your house of worship to feed the hun-
gry or find shelter for the homeless. If you
are interested in helping make a difference,
mentor a child, teach a child how to read.
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What a fantastic gift that is to teach a child
to read. After all, I like to say reading is
the new civil right. And you can help.

The strength of this country is the fact
that were a compassionate country. And
there are thousands of people who are sol-
diers in the army of compassion, working
hard to change lives, just like you're doing
here at this hospital.

I'm so grateful that you gave me a
chance to come by and talk about issues
of national concern. I'm particularly grate-
ful for the love you show for people who
hurt here in society. This country is a great
country because it is full of great people.

I'm honored to be here. May God bless
your work, and may God continue to bless
America. Thank you.

, 2004

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:14 a.m. at
the Baptist Health Medical Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Russell D. Har-
rington, Jr., president and chief executive of-
ficer, Baptist Health System; Doug Weeks,
senior vice president and administrator, Bap-
tist Health Medical Center; Gov. Mike
Huckabee and Lt. Gov. Win Rockefeller of
Arkansas; Mayor Jim Dailey of Little Rock,
AR; Mayor Patrick Hays of North Little
Rock, AR; State Senator Gilbert Baker and
State Representative Marvin Parks of Arkan-
sas; and Khalid Sheik Mohammed, senior Al
Qaida leader responsible for planning the
September 11 attack, who was captured in
Pakistan on March 1, 2003.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Aleksander Kwasniewski of
Poland and an Exchange With Reporters

January 27, 2004

President Bush. I want to welcome my
good friend and a good friend of our coun-
try to the White House. I appreciate so
very much you coming by, Mr. President.

I've gotten to know this man well over
the years. He is a leader. He understands
that people need to lead their country to-
wards peace and freedom and prosperity,
and President Kwasniewski is doing just
that. He’s making a mark on the continent
of Europe through his leadership. He
stands strong.

In every conversation I've had with him,
he has a deep love for the Polish people.
He expresses his desire for close relations,
because he understands close relations be-
tween our countries is in the people’s inter-
est.

And Mr. President, I'm so glad you're
back. I appreciate your friendship. I appre-
ciate your strength. Welcome.

President Kwasniewski. 1T must talk in
Polish because I see Polish TV here.
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[At this point, President Kwasniewski spoke
in Polish, and no translation was provided. ]

President Kwasniewski. And now to
Americans

President Bush. We'll answer some ques-
tions here.

President Kwasniewski. Some questions
and maybe short statement to you, be-
cause

President Bush. Absolutely, they love to
be informed.

President Kwasniewski.
stand Polish, or not fully?

President Bush. Well, he speaks French,
but not Polish. [Laughter]

President Kwasniewski.
next time, not yet.

I would like to say that it is a tradition;
we began each year with this Polish-Amer-
ican consultation. Last year was very impor-
tant, difficult. We are together as allies in
Irag. I'm sure that we have all chances
to finish this mission with success, in favor

you under-

French is the
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of Iraqi people, in favor of the security
in the world, in favor of all of us. And
this visit I hope will be very good to solve
some of our bilateral issues, which are nec-
essary to eliminate in our relations, because
the people, especially the people in Poland
and Polish Americans, they expect very
much to make the relations between Poland
and the United States as excellent as pos-
sible. And with such a friend as George
W. Bush, I'm sure that they are ready to
do.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Terry
[Terence Hunt, Associated Press].

Iragi Weapons of Mass Destruction

Q. Mr. President, a year ago you said
the dictator of Iraq has got weapons of
mass destruction. Are you still confident
that weapons of mass destruction will be
found in Iraq, given what Dr. Kay has said?

President Bush. Let me first compliment
Dr. Kay for his work. I appreciate his will-
ingness to go to Iraq and I appreciate his
willingness to gather facts. And the Iraqi
Survey Group will continue to gather facts.

There is no doubt in my mind that Sad-
dam Hussein was a gathering threat to
America and others. That’s what we know.
We know from years of intelligence, not
only our own intelligence services but other
intelligence-gathering organizations, that he
had weapons. After all, he used them. He
had deep hatred in his heart for people
who love freedom. We know he was a dan-
gerous man in a dangerous part of the
world. We know that he defied the United
Nations year after year after year. And
given the events of September the 11th,
we know we could not trust the good inten-
tions of Saddam Hussein; he didn’t have
any.

There is no doubt in my mind the world
is a better place without Saddam Hussein.
America is more secure. The world is safer,
and the people of Iraq are free.

You want to call on the Polish press?

President Kwasniewski. Yes, please.

U.S. Military Aid for Poland

Q. Polish Television, a question for Mr.
President Bush. Mr. President, there is a
feeling in Poland that America is not doing
enough for Polish effort in Iraq. Are you
planning to extend military support for Po-
land?

President Bush. 1 look forward to talking
to my friend about that today. In my "05
budget request there is a $66 million re-
quest to help the Polish military, particu-
larly with airlift capacity, C-130 aircratft.
The Polish army is a sophisticated, fine
group of soldiers. And one area where Po-
land needs some help is the capacity to
move those soldiers, and we look forward
to helping the Government do that.

Iragi Weapons of Mass Destruction/ Prewar
Intelligence

Q. Mr. President, do you have any ques-
tions about the prewar intelligence? And
the Democrats are wanting an independent
commission to look into this. Would you
go along with that?

President Bush. Well, first of all, I think
the—I think it’s very important for us to
let the Iraq Survey Group do its work so
we can find out the facts and compare the
facts to what was thought.

The first part of your question was?

Q. Do you have any questions about the
prewar intelligence? Were you ill-served by
the intelligence community?

President Bush. Well, first of all, I've got
great confidence in our intelligence com-
munity. These are unbelievably hard-work-
ing, dedicated people who are doing a great
job for America.

And secondly, there is no doubt in my
mind that Saddam Hussein was a grave and
gathering threat to America and the world.
There is just no doubt in my mind. And
I say that based upon intelligence that I
saw prior to the decision to go into Iraq,
and I say that based upon what I know
today. And the world is better off without
him. And were now in the business of
making sure Iraq is free and democratic.
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And that’s important as well for long-term
stability and peace in the world. And we’re
making good progress toward that goal.

President Kwasniewski. May I add one
thing?

President Bush. Sure, please.

President Kwasniewski. Because it might
be quite interesting for American journal-
ists.

Many months before Iraqi action, I met
predecessor of Hans Blix in Warsaw. I in-
vited him to my palace, and we discussed
about mass destruction weapons, Iraq, and
everything. And he told me very important
thing, that Saddam has these weapons or
is ready to produce these weapons, because
to have such an impression that he has
mass destruction weapons is a part of his
doctrine to keep own power in Iraq and
to be strong in the region.

So I think that it's very difficult today
to judge how it was when he had—when
he decided to continue this project of mass
destruction weapons. But that was informa-
tion of predecessor of Mr. Blix in Warsaw,
that absolutely Iraq is ready to produce if
it’'s necessary to keep the power of and
the dictatorship of Saddam and to play such
important role in the region.

President Bush. Yes, Dave [David Greg-
ory, NBC News].

Q. Mr. President, but how do you de-
scribe and account for the difference be-
tween what you claimed prior to the war
about what he possessed and what he was
capable of, and what the intelligence said
he possessed and was capable of in terms
of a nuclear weapon within the decade, and
the fact that David Kay says the intel-
ligence was inaccurate and wrong, and
nothing has been found? Don’t you owe
the American people an explanation?

President Bush. Well, T think the Iraqi
Survey Group must do its work. Again, I
appreciate David Kay’s contribution. I said
in the runup to the war against Iraq that—
first of all, T hoped the international com-
munity would take care of him. I was hop-
ing the United Nations would enforce its

140

resolutions, one of many. And then we
went to the United Nations, of course, and
got an overwhelming resolution—1441—
unanimous resolution that said to Saddam,
“You must disclose and destroy your weap-
ons programs,” which obviously meant the
world felt he had such programs. He chose
defiance. It was his choice to make, and
he did not let us in.

I said in the runup that Saddam was
a grave and gathering danger; that’s what
I said. And I believed it then, and I know
it was true now, and as Mr. Kay said, that
Iraq was a dangerous place. And given the
circumstances of September the 11th, given
the fact that we're vulnerable to attack, this
Nation had to act for our security.

Visa and Immigration Policy

Q. Will you—][inaudible]—this week the
visas for Polish tourists coming to the
United States?

President Bush. Visa issue?

Q. Visa. Visas—[inaudible]—President,
do you offer anything on the visa policy
for the Polish people?

President Bush. Well, we’re working with
the President on this very delicate issue.
And there is the opportunity for some
prescreening to make sure that Polish citi-
zens headed to the United States are not
inconvenienced. We've got a study group
were going to put together to make sure
that we come up with rational policy. But
let me make sure everybody understands:
The Congress decides the visa policy.
That's what the Congress decides. And our
study group will work with the Polish au-
thorities in a way that makes it clear what
the realities are here in the United States
and makes it clear what the realities are
on the ground in Poland.

Listen, let me just take a step back on
this very important issue. We value our
friendship with Poland. Poland is our great
friend. There are thousands of Polish
Americans who

President Kwasniewski. Millions.
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President Bush. Millions, excuse me. I
just don’t want to overstate the case here.
[Laughter]

President Kwasniewski. Especially before
the election—millions and millions. [Laugh-
ter]

President Bush. that love Poland and
that have got relatives in Poland. And we
understand the need for dialog and travel.
We've got visa rules set by the Congress
that we just—that are on the books. And
we look forward to working with the Presi-
dent on these issues.

President Kwasniewski. We will work, of
course, but I would like to deliver this idea
to you and to our friends. The future of
the world is without visa, not with visa.
That should be our goal.

President Bush. Yes.

President Kwasniewski. And of course,
how to reach this important goal, that is
task for politicians, because the future of
the world, with Poland, with Eastern Eu-
rope, with the world is no visa, not visa.
That's—me, very modest citizen of Poland,
I speak to you. That is the future—that
is the future.

President Bush. Well, it could be. Let
me also say that I announced a very impor-
tant piece of legislation—or called Congress
to an important piece of legislation, which
is to issue temporary-worker cards, which
will help address much of the issue with
the Polish people. And I would hope Con-
gress would pass rational immigration pol-
icy—that is, not amnesty—rational immi-
gration policy that matches willing worker
with willing employer. And that also will
help on this issue.

President Kwasniewski. It will help very
much. We appreciate it very much. But,
please, dear President, the future is no visa.

President Bush. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to David Kay, former
CIA Special Advisor for Strategy Regarding
Iraqi Weapons of Mass Destruction Pro-
grams; and former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. President Kwasniewski referred
to Hans Blix, former executive chairman,
United Nations Monitoring, Verification, and
Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC).

The Polish-American Alliance for the 21st Century: Joint Statement by
President George W. Bush and Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski

January 27, 2004

As partners in building a Europe whole,
free, and at peace at the end of the 20th
century, Poland and the United States will
continue to work together, and with our
European friends and allies, to achieve a
more secure, prosperous, and just world in
the 21st century. Today, we pledge to
deepen the strategic alliance that joins our
two nations, an alliance rooted in shared
values and a common struggle for freedom.

The foundation of Polish and American
security remains the NATO Alliance, which
will maintain its mission to defend its mem-
bers in the face of new challenges. We

welcome Poland’s pending entry into the
European Union, and affirm that NATO
and the EU must work together for the
common good of their members and the
world. We are determined to strengthen
transatlantic  relations, forging renewed
unity, and acting in common purpose on
the many challenges before us. We will do
so at the June NATO Summit in Istanbul,
where we will celebrate a united, enlarged
Alliance of 26 nations in strategic partner-
ship with an enlarged EU, cooperating with
Russia and Ukraine, and preparing to han-
dle the security challenges of our time. We
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will work together to promote democratic
and free market reforms in wider Europe,
particularly in Ukraine and Georgia, as they
strive to strengthen their integration with
the Euro-Atlantic community.

We commit our nations to an ambitious
goal, rooted in our shared values and expe-
rience: to promote freedom, democracy,
human dignity, economic opportunity, and
security cooperation in the Greater Middle
East. Our joint efforts in the war on ter-
rorism, in Afghanistan, and in Iraq, are es-
sential for the security of our people today.
Yet over the long term, the growth of free-
dom is vital to unraveling the nexus of
threats posed by terrorism, weapons of
mass destruction, tyranny, the lack of op-
portunity, and violent extremism.

Today, American and Polish soldiers are
serving bravely in a just struggle against
terrorists and in the international effort to
bring peace, security, and freedom to Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. We thank them for
their dedication and sacrifice.

We agree on the importance of the rapid
reconstruction of a sovereign Iraq with
democratic institutions and respecting the
rule of law. We welcome the widespread
international support for this process, and
in particular, recognize the vital and grow-
ing role the United Nations should play
in these efforts.

Polish-American ~ military ~ cooperation
since 1989 has proven its value, and we
have agreed to increase this cooperation.
Poland is embarking on a comprehensive
transformation program to modernize its
armed forces, strengthening its ability to
respond with the United States to global
challenges. The United States supports this
program. In particular, we remain com-
mitted to the goals of the U.S.-Polish De-
fense Transformation Initiative, and the
United States will provide new assistance
to Poland in acquiring C-130 military trans-
port aircraft, which will increase the effec-
tiveness and mobility of Polish capabilities.

We note with satisfaction the growing
support worldwide for our shared efforts
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to implement the Proliferation Security Ini-
tiative, announced by President Bush in
Krakow in May 2003, and we agree to en-
hance cooperation in bioterrorist attack pre-
vention in Central and Eastern Europe.

Poland and the United States are grow-
ing partners in trade and investment, which
will grow even faster as Poland continues
to improve its business climate. The sale
of U.S. combat-proven fighter aircraft to
Poland marks an important opportunity to
increase defense industry ties and other
forms of industrial cooperation and invest-
ment. We welcome the interest of Polish
firms in participating in the reconstruction
of Iraq. To facilitate this participation,
building on the recent visit of U.S. Com-
merce Secretary Evans to Poland, the
United States will send experts to Poland
to provide information on the Iraq recon-
struction process and procurement opportu-
nities to Polish firms. In addition, the
United States will also establish in Poland
a regional center to provide information on
an ongoing basis regarding Iraqi reconstruc-
tion.

We support contacts between our soci-
eties and travel between our countries by
our peoples. The United States recognizes
that security concerns are imposing incon-
veniences on legitimate travelers. To im-
prove the ease and safety of such travel,
the United States will establish in Warsaw
a program to pre-screen visitors traveling
from Poland to the United States. We
agree to hold regular, High-Level Working
Group consultations starting at an early
date to discuss ways to enhance travel secu-
rity and facilitate travel for Polish and
American citizens. We look forward as well
to enactment of a U.S. temporary worker
program that will provide new opportunities
to Poles, among others, to work in the
United States.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Congressional Leaders

January 27, 2004

Legislative Agenda

I want to thank the Members from the
Senate and the House who are here, both
Republicans and Democrat leaders who are
here to discuss the upcoming session.
We've got a lot of common interests this
year, interests of continuing to fight and
win the war against terror. We need to
protect our homeland. We need to put poli-
cies in place that help people find work.
We'll work together on the health needs
of our fellow citizens. We've got to be wise
with the people’s money. I look forward
to constructive conversation today and

Remarks on Access to Health Care
January 28, 2004

The President. Thank you for being here.
Please be seated. Thanks for coming. If
youre wondering who these characters are
behind me, these are people who have just
shared their stories about what it means
to be an employer or employee and facing
rising costs of health care. The cost of
health care is an issue in our country, and
we must deal with it in a rational way.
And that’s what I want to discuss with you
today.

I want to thank those folks who are
standing behind me for sharing their sto-
ries. I will try to do my best to share some
of their stories with you. They come from
all parts of our country. George Akers, for
example, is from Naples. He’s here with
his boss, who owns the company, a small-
business entrepreneur. That would be
Naples, Florida. Joe is from Horizon Build-
ers in Maryland. Pam Wimbish is from Illi-
nois. She’s self-employed. Rick Bezet is the
pastor of the New Life Church in Little

working together constructively throughout
the year. This is an election year. It's a
year where people say, “Nothing can get
done.” We need to prove them wrong. We
need to continue to do the people’s busi-
ness in a sound way.

I want to thank the Members for coming.
I appreciate the chance to visit with you,
and T look forward to a good relationship
here in 2004.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:34 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Rock, Arkansas. These are people who are
working for a living, people who are em-
ploying people, people who are worried
about health care.

Phil Hadley is, as I told you, is George’s
boss. He’s an entrepreneur. He’s a—one
of the great parts of America is the entre-
preneurial spirit of our country. The fact
that small businesses are vibrant and alive
is an important part of the economic recov-
ery of our country. After all, most new jobs
are created by small-business owners, peo-
ple who are dreamers and hard workers.
But Phil told me he’s worried about making
sure his employees are covered by good
health care.

Lynn Martins is with us. She’s a res-
taurant owner. She is selling food and, at
the same time, worried about whether or
not the people that are waiting the tables
can get insurance.

The Sameses are with us, Krista and Ted.
They're self-employed. By the way, Kris is
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a home-schooler; she home-schools her
children. And they've decided to do some-
thing about the high cost of health care
by taking an innovative approach to buying
health care, which I'm going to describe
to you here in a minute.

Anyway, thank you all for coming. These
are—their stories are typical stories. Their
stories are the stories that occur every day
in America as people make decisions about
how to allocate money toward health care.

Fortunately, the positive news is that
we've got the best health care system in
the world. And we need to keep it that
way. We need to keep it that way by keep-
ing the private market strong, by resisting
efforts that are happening in Washington,
DC, to say the Federal Government should
be running health care. See, we don’t be-
lieve that. I don’t believe it. I believe the
best health care system is that health care
system generated in the private markets.

And the best way to keep the private
markets strong is to make sure we've got
the best research and development, is to
make sure the doctor-patient relationship
is strong, is to empower consumers to make
more choices, is to give them more oppor-
tunities to make choices in the private sec-
tor.

We're making progress in terms of the
modernization of the health care system,
starting with the Medicare bill that was
passed. The Medicare bill said we have an
obligation to our seniors in our country,
and we need to fulfill that obligation. And
for the first time since Medicare was
founded, I had the honor of signing a bill
that modernizes the system, which essen-
tially says there needs to be prescription
drug coverage for seniors; there needs to
be preventive care available for seniors; and
seniors need to be given options to choose
from, to tailor a program that best meets
their needs. The Medicare bill is a vital
part of a vibrant health care system. I was
proud to sign it, and any attempt by Con-
gress to weaken it will meet my veto.
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One of the ways to help make sure
health care functions better is to help peo-
ple who can’t afford health care to have
access to health care, access other than
emergency rooms and hospitals. And so I'm
a big proponent of what’s called community
health centers that operate primary care
services in rural and underserved urban
areas. When I showed up here in Wash-
ington, there was about 3,000 of them. I
vowed that we would expand and/or open
1,200 more. We've done 600—we’ve met
600—we’ve fulfilled half our obligation, as
far as I'm concerned. And in the budget
I'm submitting, we will finish the additional
600 in years 2005 and 2006. This is a smart
way to make sure that people get health
care. It's more cost-effective that people
are able to go to these centers and not
go to an emergency room, which is by far
the most expensive way for somebody to
get health care.

Congress needs to pass refundable tax
credits to help the working uninsured. It’s
an approach that says we trust low-income
Americans to be able to make the rational
decision for their health care.

Another thing we need to do here in
Washington is to promote the—make sure
health care technology is widespread, that
the—even though medicine is modern in
the sense that we're making great new dis-
coveries, it’s kind of ancient when you think
about how the records are kept. When
you're still writing records down by hand
and sharing information through files, it’s
not exactly a modern system. And we be-
lieve a lot of medical errors can be saved
as a result of the use of proper technology,
and there will be cost savings to be had
as well.

Another way to save costs, to stop the
rise of the cost of health care, is there
for to be rational laws in dealing with doc-
tors. Our legal system is out of control right
now. There’s just too much litigation.
There’s frivolous and junk lawsuits all over
the country. It’s like there’s a giant lottery,
and the lawyers are the only winners. And
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were driving good docs out of business.
Make no mistake about it, a lot of good
docs are stopping to practice medicine be-
cause their premiums are going up because
of the junk and frivolous lawsuits. And so
these lawsuits, which are—people will settle
just to get them out of the way—raises
costs. Doctors, for fear of being sued, prac-
tice what’s called defensive medicine. That
raises the cost. As a matter of fact, the
cost of premium increases and the cost of
defensive medicine—in other words, pre-
scribing too much to cover yourself so if
you get sued, you can say, “Well, wait a
minute. I did everything I could”—costs
the Federal Government about 28 billion
a year. Think about that—$28 billion. That
means it’s costly to the taxpayer.

I view this as a national issue that re-
quires a national solution. And so I pro-
posed medical liability reform. The House
passed a good bill which recognizes that
if—by the way, if you get hurt, you ought
to recover full economic damages. In other
words, if a bad doc practices bad medicine,
there ought to be a consequence. But there
ought to be a cap on noneconomic dam-
ages.

The House passed the bill. It’s stuck in
the Senate. Senators have got to under-
stand, if they're truly worried about health
care costs, we need medical liability reform
that’s fair and reasonable—fair and reason-
able. We want health care to be affordable
and accessible. When you drive doctors out
of business and drive the cost up because
of lawsuits, medicine becomes less afford-
able and less accessible.

The Medicare bill I signed in December
created an additional tool that will help
workers lower their health care costs, and
they’re called health savings accounts. They
became available on January Ist. Health
savings accounts address a growing need
in our health care system. These accounts
will help working Americans afford health
insurance that is growing out of their reach.
They will help restrain the health care costs
that are affecting us all.

Right now, many insurance plans will
cover virtually all of your health care costs
in exchange for a high premium payment,
which is paid by employers and their em-
ployees in various percentages, in different
percentages. Under America’s system of
private medical care, families will continue
to have this option, of course. We just want
to provide additional options for families
from which to choose, and the health sav-
ings account is one such option.

Under the system that currently exists,
consumers really don’t know how far their
health care dollars are going. You pay the
premium, and then you just show up and
collect the benefits. You have no idea what
you're spending money on. They pay a flat
rate for insurance, but they really don't
know the true costs of medical services they
receive. There’s no demand for better
prices. There’s no selectivity in the market-
place. There’s no pressure on the price
structure of health care.

When consumers don’t have the incen-
tive to get better prices, costs go up, and
that's what’s happening in America. And
then when costs go up, insurance compa-
nies pass on those costs in the form of
higher premiums, so everybody pays. That’s
the current system we have today. And it’s
those higher premiums and increasing costs
that make it difficult for some to have
health care insurance.

The doctor-patient relationship is also a
vital part of a good health care system.
And as these folks behind me said, you
know, they got a little tired of having bu-
reaucracies in between the patient and the
doc. And that's what’s happened in certain
segments of the health care industry.

And we need a consumer-driven health
care system, and we need better informa-
tion about health care prices. And a con-
sumer-driven health care system with better
information will help control the cost of
health care. That’s the rationale of the
health savings accounts.

The best way to empower citizens is to
let them save and spend their health care
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dollars as they see fit—in other words, start
to empower people to make the right deci-
sions with their health care dollars; give
them control over routine costs so that peo-
ple see the doctor when they need to,
spend their dollars wisely, and still be able
to have coverage for major medical bills.

The health savings account incorporates
the philosophy I just described. There’s two
major features. First, to get a health savings
account, you or your employer must obtain
a separate high-deductible insurance policy
to cover major medical expenses, such as
surgery or hospital stays. The premiums for
these high-deductible plans cost far less
than traditional insurance. Yet the plans still
cover for major expenses.

Secondly—the good news, by the way,
is insurance companies are now beginning
to offer these plans more and more, along
with HSAs. In other words, the market is
demanding and the suppliers are providing
these kinds of high-deductible catastrophic
plans, I guess is the best way to describe
them. They don’t cost nearly as much as
normal group plans cost.

Secondly, to cover routine medical ex-
penses—in other words, this part of the—
this aspect of the health care system says,
“We'll cover major costs for you at a much
reduced cost to the consumer.” Second, to
cover routine medical expenses such as bills
for regular doctor visits or medicines, you
can set up a health savings account with
up to $2,600 a year for an individual or
up to $5,150 for a family.

Now, contributions to these accounts are
tax-free. The earnings in these accounts—
in other words, if you don’t spend all the
money and you got that money invested,
the earnings are tax-free, and when you
withdraw them to pay for routine medical
expenses, the withdrawals are tax-free. In
other words, there’s incentives built in for
people to put money aside to meet routine
medical expenses, expenses other than cost-
ly catastrophic expenses or high hospitaliza-
tion expenses. Because the HSA is tax-free,
it will save the Americans between 10 to
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35 percent of out-of-pocket medical ex-
penses, depending on a person’s tax brack-
et.

Not only does the HSA start to empower
you to make decisions; it actually provides
tax relief at the same time. Whatever you
don’t spend, by the way, in a year—you
put 2,600 in, you don’t use all that
money—that can be saved for future med-
ical bills. In other words, you start to save
money and accumulate money. So instead
of sending all your health dollars to an in-
surance company, you and your employer
can use an HSA to lower your insurance
premiums, to cover major medical bills, and
to keep the savings to cover routine costs,
and to save for future issues you may have
to deal with.

When more Americans sign up for these
HSAs, we'll see positive effects for our fam-
ilies and the economy this way: First, many
American families who choose HSAs will
pay less overall for their health care. People
behind me who have chosen HSAs will tes-
tify that that’s the case. I'm going to testify
on their behalf here in a minute. [Laugh-
ter] Insurance premiums will be lower, and
people will be able to draw from tax-free
money to pay for routine expenses.

Secondly, HSAs will encourage people to
spend wisely for their routine medical ex-
penses. If you put in 2,600 tax-free, that
2,600 is yours, and if you spend unwisely,
you're spending your own money unwisely,
and you begin to see the consequences as
the savings for that particular—or the con-
tribution for that year begins to dwindle.
When people consider the true costs of
their medical care, they will push health
care providers to offer better services and
better prices. When it’s your money you're
spending, you see it; you write the check;
you have the tendency to demand better
service. If somebody else is spending the
money for you, there’s no cost control be-
cause the demand—the decisionmaking
process has been taken out of the economic
equation.
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Third, HSAs will encourage people to
save for their health care needs both now
and in the future. We encourage people
to save for their future retirement needs.
HSAs do the same thing for medical needs.
There’s incentives built in to encourage sav-
ings, and that’s important.

Fourth, because citizens will see savings
on an annual basis as a result of wise
choices they make, there is an incentive
to take care of their bodies and to live
healthier lives. This is the beginning of,
hopefully, what will be the next wave of
medicine and the direction of medicine, is
how do we encourage people to make right
choices? How do we prevent disease in the
first place?

As you know, I'm an exerciser. I like
to exercise. I exercised a little too much,
and my knee hurts. [Laughter] But never-
theless, I feel—I made the right choice to
exercise on a daily basis. I'm a healthier
person for it. And HSA—that would show
up in an HSA because there would be
more money left over on an annual basis
because I am a healthier person, more of
my own money that will be accumulating,
that will be being saved. The healthier your
life, the more money you build up tax-
free in your health savings account.

Fifth, HSAs will make it easier for some
people who are now uninsured to purchase
health insurance. Low premiums mean
greater affordability and greater accessi-
bility, especially for small businesses who
are having trouble paying for the health
insurance for their employees.

Because some people may not be able
to afford these low-cost plans, I made a
proposal to strengthen HSAs. I did so in
my State of the Union. If your employer
does not contribute to your premiums, you
should be able to deduct from your income
taxes the cost of your premiums for your
high-deductible insurance. If you really
think about what I've just said, it provides
an interesting opportunity for small busi-
nesses who aren’t paying for health insur-

ance to be able to encourage an employee
to do so.

Much of the money you contribute to
the HSA and the money you spend on pre-
miums—so the money you contribute—not
“much,” all the money you contribute to
your HSA—and the money you spend on
your premiums for high-deductible insur-
ance will not be taxed. This is an incentive
plan to encourage people to be able to
have an insurance policy that’s affordable.
And it’s necessary, and it's needed. And
the Congress needs to understand how re-
sponsible the decision they made in the
Medicare bill was. I mean, this is a major
reform in a positive way for the American
people.

The other thing we need to do—and
Congress needs to listen to—is the call for
association health plans. What that means
is small businesses can band together across
the country to negotiate lower health insur-
ance rates and cover more workers. See,
State rules prevent many small businesses
from working together to increase their
buying power, which makes it harder for
them to offer affordable coverage for their
employees. It makes sense, when you think
about it, to allow people from Texas and
Oklahoma to bind risk, to share risk. If
you’re a restaurant owner in Texas, you
ought to be able to take your employees
and put them in the same pool as a res-
taurant owner in Maryland, so you can
spread the risk.

You'll hear a story here in a second about
a restaurant owner that can’t share risk and,
therefore, is in a—has to buy a group plan
or try to buy a group plan without the
benefits of large purchasing power. Big
companies have got purchasing power.
Small businesses ought to be allowed to
bind together so theyve got the same pur-
chasing power.

And the Congress needs to act on asso-
ciation health plans. This is an important
part of making sure the small-business sec-
tor of America is strong and vibrant. The
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bill passed the House. It’s stuck in the Sen-
ate. The Senate ought to act. And for those
of you who are concerned about health care
for—the cost of health care for small busi-
nesses, you need to let your Senators know.
There’s no excuse for this bill not to go
forward. It would be a major reform. It
would help a lot of small-business owners
in the country.

Let me tell you some stories. Speaking
about small businesses, I told you Phil
Hadley is here. He’s with Collier Pest Con-
trol out of Naples, Florida. He’s got an
employee with him named George Akers,
who’s with us. George is the guy with the
flat-top, the turtleneck—[laughter]—has
never seen snow before. [Laughter] He’s
the real deal. [Laughter] '

Collier was having trouble buying health
insurance that the company could afford,
the people could afford, working for them.
The premiums were going up year after
year. And George was getting tired of it
and was contemplating not having any in-
surance at all—wanted to work but—about
to try to self-insure, which would be highly
risky. He bought him a new HSA. Phil
found it; they worked together on it. The
HSA and the lower premiums that he pays
to cover catastrophic care saves George
about $5,500 a month.

George Akers. No, a year.

The President. A year—[laughter]—35,500
a year. I meant to say $550 a month. Five
thousand, five hundred a year. Think about
that. He went from worrying about having
health insurance at all to taking a health
savings account, and he now saves $550
a month. Actually, it's more than $5,500
a year. [Laughter] He’s covered for cata-
strophic care. He’s got incentives in his
own plan to make right choices, to cover
the routine medical costs.

Pam Wimbish is with us from the Chi-
cago area. She’s self-employed. She was
worried about health care. There’s Pam.
She was really worried about health care.
She had a high-cost insurance plan, and
being a self-employed person, she was kind
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of wondering what’s next, what happens
next year or next month, when you get
high bills. There are a lot of self-employed
people in America, by the way, a lot, a
lot of sole proprietors, a lot of one-person
shops out there making a huge contribution
to our economy.

She signed up for an HSA. It's made
a huge difference, she said. She’s saving
money. She’s saving money not only in the
outflow; she’s saving money by the account
building up, the HSA account, which is her
savings account. It’s her own money avail-
able for health. And there’s nothing like
having your own—managing your own sys-
tem, is there? I mean, there’s just some-
thing inherently American about controlling
your own destiny, and that's what these
HSAs do.

The Sameses are with us. I mentioned
that Krista is a home-schooler. I also forgot
to tell you she’s an accountant. Ted is a
doc. They’re a professional family, just like
a lot of other families in America. They
purchased an HSA. Theyre using HSAs.
They found that an HSA makes their life—
their desire to make sure their family is
insured so much more affordable and rea-
sonable.

Rick Bezet is with us. He’s a pastor in
a Little Rock church. You think—he’s got
a couple of flocks he must tend to—one
is the people who come to church, but
he’s also an employer. He’s got people
working for him. He’s saving about $5,000
per employee per year by switching to a
health savings account.

These people care deeply about their
employees. They want them to be satisfied
workers. And theyre now taking advantage
of new law, which provides interesting fi-
nancial opportunities for their businesses.

Joe Bohm is with us. Joe is a home-
builder from Crofton, Maryland. He’s got
90 employees. Just like a lot of other small
businesses, his premiums went up 15 per-
cent this year, and he’s tired of it. And
he’s tired of not having the capacity to bar-
gain better with a group of people just
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like—in the same situation he’s in. But the
law won’t allow it.

There’s some—people say, “Why won't
the law? It sounds rational, why won't it?”
Because there are some vested interests
that won't allow this to happen. I guess
there’s people not willing to allow for there
to be competition. They don’t want to give
up any market share. They like the fact
that Government won't let people compete.
I don’t. The more competition the better,
particularly when it comes to making sure
people are able to get a better deal for
their health insurance.

Lynn Martins is with us. She runs
Seibel’s Restaurant. She says it’s pretty
good food, if youre interested. [Laughter]
She used to be in an association health
plan in her State, Maryland. Then, incred-
ibly enough, they said, “You can’t use those
plans anymore. You can’t have an associa-
tion health plan.” And guess what hap-
pened? The premiums went up 50 per-
cent—because the State wouldn’t allow for
there to be association health plans, and
her little stand-alone business doesn’t have
the same purchasing power in the market-
place, and the premiums went up. Bad law,
bad decisions by lawmakers, ran her pre-
miums up. And they're still going up.

And so she, too, wants to be able to
be in an association health plan. She wants
restaurateurs to be able to pool and get
better costs in the marketplace. She’s also
fascinated by health savings accounts. She
wasn't exactly sure what they were, and
then all of a sudden she started hearing
the stories of people standing behind me,
and it dawned on her that this is perhaps
a really good way to make sure her employ-
ees have got health insurance.

Imagine the combination of health sav-
ings accounts and association health care
plans together. I mean, you're talking about
providing interesting opportunity for the
small-business sector in America. And re-

member, we're interested in job creation,
and we need to make sure the small-busi-
ness sector is as strong as possible. Tax
relief is one way to invigorate the small-
business sector. Congress needs to make
all that tax relief permanent, by the way.
And another way is to address the high
cost of health care by rational policy. And
today I described a series of steps of ration-
al policy. The Congress must act on it. If
theyre truly interested in health care costs
in America, I've just laid out a way, a strat-
egy for them to address the costs, address
the costs in a way that does not undermine
the private sector, undermine that part of
our health care philosophy that has made
us the greatest in the world.

We don’t want the Federal Government
running health care. We don’t want the
Federal Government making decisions. Pri-
vate medicine needs to be invigorated and
strengthened, and the way to do that is
give people more options, empower con-
sumers, protect the doctor-patient relation-
ship, and allow small businesses to pool
their risk so they can provide good insur-
ance for their employees.

Thank you for coming and giving me a
chance to describe a vision for a better
America when it comes to health care.
Please feel free to contact the Members
of Congress in the Senate. [Laughter]

Again, I want to thank my fellow Ameri-
cans for standing up here to help add some
credibility to the stories I've just told you.
They are living proof of what can happen
when people are given good choices to
make, and proof of what happened—for the
need for us to make sure Congress con-
tinues to implement good policy.

Appreciate you all coming. God bless.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. in

Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building.
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Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Recep Tayyip

Erdogan of Turkey
January 28, 2004

The President. It is my honor to welcome
Prime Minister Erdogan to the Oval Office
for the second time. I've been looking for-
ward to this meeting because Turkey is a
friend and an important ally of America.
I have found that the Prime Minister is
a person who is easy to talk to. He’s a
straightforward man, which makes it easy
to be able to deal with common issues.

And we talked about Iraq, and I assured
him the United States’ ambition is for a
peaceful country, a democratic Iraq that is
territorially intact.

He briefed me on the Cyprus talks, and
I appreciated his trying to find a solution—
a solution to a long-standing dispute.

I appreciate the Prime Minister’s stead-
fast determination to fight terror. Both of
us understand what it means to have our
fellow citizens destroyed by the merciless
killing of terrorists. Both of us understand
that we must stay on the offensive against
terrorists and bring them to justice before
they hurt innocent people.

Over lunch, we’ll discuss other issues of
importance. I'm really looking forward to
going to Turkey later on this year. It's going
to be an important meeting. Every one of
my friends who has traveled to your coun-
try has come back with great stories of
warm hospitality and magnificent sights.

So I'm proud to welcome our friend to
the Oval Office.

Prime Minister Erdogan. First of all, I
would like to thank you very much. It, in-
deed, made us very happy to learn that
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after listing PKK and KADEK in the list
of terrorist organizations, the United States
has decided to list KONGRA-GEL among
terrorist organizations. We were very happy
for that. We thank you.

It's very obvious where Turkey stands in
the fight against terrorism—that needs to
be mutual and international, especially in
the aftermath of what happened on Sep-
tember 11th. We are in a common effort
to fight terrorism, and we share the same
views regarding our strategic partnership in
restructuring Iraq.

I also share the same views in—in devel-
oping Middle East. And we spoke of the
fact that we support the good will mission
of the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions, and we are willing to restart the ne-
gotiations, taking Annan’s plan as a ref-
erence point.

I state once again that the Turkish side
is determined for a solution. We will always
be a step ahead of our Greek counterparts,
and were determined to solve this as soon
as possible.

I thank you for your invitation, for
your:

The President. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, Prime Minister Erdogan referred to
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the United
Nations. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.
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Message to the Congress Reporting a Certification Required by the
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention

January 28, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with the resolution of advice

and consent to ratification of the Conven-
tion on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production, Stockpiling, and Use of
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruc-
tion, adopted by the Senate of the United
States on April 24, 1997, I hereby certify
pursuant to Condition 7(C)(i), Effectiveness
of the Australia Group, that:

e Australia Group members continue to
maintain equally effective or more
comprehensive controls over the ex-
port of: toxic chemicals and their pre-
cursors; dual-use processing equip-
ment; human, animal, and plant patho-
gens and toxins with potential biologi-
cal weapons applications; and dual-use
biological equipment, as that afforded
by the Australia Group as of April 25,
1997; and

e The Australia Group remains a viable
mechanism for limiting the spread of
chemical and biological weapons-re-
lated materials and technology, and the
effectiveness of the Australia Group
has not been undermined by changes
in membership, lack of compliance
with common export controls and non-
proliferation measures, or the weak-
ening of common controls and non-

roliferation measures, in force as of
April 25, 1997.
The factors underlying this certification
are described in the enclosed statement of
justification.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
January 28, 2004.

Message to the Congress on the United States Air Force Operating

Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada
January 28, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 6001(a) of the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the “Act”), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that
on September 16, 2003, I issued Presi-
dential Determination 2003-39 (copy en-
closed) and thereby exercised the authority
to grant certain exemptions under section
6001(a) of the Act.

Presidential Determination 2003-39 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake, Nevada,
from any Federal, State, interstate, or local
hazardous or solid waste laws that might

require the disclosure of classified informa-
tion concerning that operating location to
unauthorized persons. Information con-
cerning activities at the operating location
near Groom Lake has been properly deter-
mined to be classified, and its disclosure
would be harmful to national security. Con-
tinued protection of this information is,
therefore, in the paramount interest of the
United States.

The determination was not intended to
imply that, in the absence of a Presidential
exemption, RCRA or any other provision
of law permits or requires the disclosure
of classified information to unauthorized
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persons. The determination also was not
intended to limit the applicability or en-
forcement of any requirement of law appli-
cable to the Air Force’s operating location
near Groom Lake except those provisions,

if any, that might require the disclosure
of classified information.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
January 28, 2004.

Remarks in a Discussion on the National Economy in Merrimack, New

Hampshire
January 29, 2004

The President. Thank you, Dale. Appre-
ciate it. Thank you all. Be seated, please.
It's nice to be back. I understand there’s
been some activity in the State of New
Hampshire recently. [Laughter] I appre-
ciate your hospitality. It's great to be back
at Fidelity. It’s good to see Mr. Johnson,
Ned Johnson, who is the founder of this
fantastic company. And Abby, the presi-
dent—Abby Johnson. There is nothing
wrong with a child following in the father’s
footsteps. [Laughter]

It is really good to be back here again.
I really appreciate you coming. We're going
to have an interesting discussion today
about the economy. And before we get to
there, I do want to say something about
some of the elected officials that have
joined us, starting with your two United
States Senators. My buddy Judd Gregg
does a fabulous job for the people of New
Hampshire, and I'm really proud he’s here.
Thank you, Judd. And so is Sununu—John
Sununu is doing a fine job as well.

I am proud that Jeb Bradley, the Con-
gressman from this district, traveled with
me today. I appreciate Jeb’s leadership and
his friendship in the Congress. Thank you,
Jeb. And of course, there’s Charlie Bass,
who is the other Congressman from this
great State—good friend, fine Congress-
man. I appreciate you coming, Charlie.

I know we got State officials here. The
attorney general is here; the leader of the
senate is here; the speaker of the house
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is here. I appreciate Bernie Streeter, the
mayor of Nashua, being here. It's good to
see you again, Bernie. I want to thank a
lot of my buddies who are on the Executive
Council for the great State of New Hamp-
shire. It's good to see Ruthie Griffin and
Ray and Dave Wheeler. I appreciate you
all coming. I'm honored that you're here.

Most of all, T want to thank you all for
giving us a chance to talk about the econ-
omy. Before we do so, though, I do want
to point out a citizen named Dan Hebert
who is with us. Dan is a USA Freedom
Corps volunteer. Two years ago, I started
what’s called the USA Freedom Corps. It
was started to give people a chance to serve
their communities. There’s a lot of volun-
teering going on in this State, and you just
witnessed an accolade for one.

But so we in Washington started this web
site for people to be able to tap into kind
of modern technology to find out what was
available in your area, if you wanted to
follow your heart and serve your commu-
nity. And Dan is one such person. He is
a—he’s using his 25 years in business to
help youngsters understand the basics of
the economy. In other words, he’s men-
toring a child.

We talk about the great strengths of our
country—oftentimes, people think about
the military might of America. And by the
way, it is a great strength, and we're going
to keep it that way. They talk about the
wealth of the country. But the truth of
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the matter is, the strength of our country
is the heart and soul of our citizens, people
who are willing to volunteer time to serve
in a cause greater than themselves, which
is to help somebody who hurts or to lend
a talent to help somebody achieve the
American Dream.

And T appreciate all of you who are vol-
unteering. I love it when I hear a company
like Fidelity is at 3,500 man-hours of volun-
teer time. It speaks to the—it speaks to
the charitable nature of the executives of
this company, and it speaks to the great
hearts of the employees.

Dan, I want to thank you for coming
as well. T appreciate you coming out to
the airport. I appreciate you setting an ex-
ample. And if the people of New Hamp-
shire are interested in serving your State,
love your neighbor just like you'd like to
be loved yourself. Volunteer of your time
to help somebody who hurts, and New
Hampshire will be a better place when you
do so.

We're here to talk about this economy.
I want to remind you what our economy
has been through. See, I'm really optimistic
about the future. I think after you hear
this discussion, I think youll be opti-
mistic—at least, if you pay attention to
what you hear. [Laughter] But I'm opti-
mistic because I know what we’ve been
through, and I want you to think about
what we’ve been through.

First, we had a recession in America.
The stock market started to decline in
March of 2000. It was kind of a leading
indicator of what was to come. And then
the country went into a recession. The first
three quarters of "01 were negative growth.
When you have negative growth, it means
people are not working. And times were
tough. The people of New Hampshire
know what I'm talking about. When that
recession came, it was awfully hard for
some people to be able to do their duty
as a mom and a dad to put food on the
table, because their work wasn’t steady.

And they were worried about employment,
if they were working at all.

And then things started to get pretty
good; we started coming out of it. And
then the enemy hit us. And make no mis-
take about it, that affected America. It af-
fected our economy in a big way. It also
affected our psychology. There was a day
when we thought oceans could protect us
from an enemy, that we were okay if there
was a threat overseas because oceans served
as protection for America. September the
11th changed that forever. It changed that
point of view, and the war affected us.

As an aside, I do want to thank the peo-
ple of New Hampshire for understanding
the stakes, that the world has changed, that
in order to make America secure, we must
stay on the offensive against those who
would do us harm. And to that end, you've
sent brave souls from the New Hampshire
National Guard into harm’s way. And I
want to thank the moms and dads and hus-
bands and wives of those troops who are
making a great sacrifice for the country.

I particularly want to pay tribute to Ser-
geant Randy Rosenberg of Berlin, New
Hampshire, who paid the ultimate price for
our security and freedom. Our prayers go
to his loved ones, and we thank him for
his service. I want his loved ones to know
and the people of New Hampshire know
that a free and peaceful Iraq is in this
Nation’s interests. A free and peaceful Iraq
in the heart of the Middle East is in our
Nation’s long-term security interests. It will
mean our children can grow up in a more
secure and peaceful world.

I also want you to know strongly that
I believe that freedom is not America’s gift
to the world; freedom is the Almighty’s gift
to each person in this world. And where
we see suffering and tyranny and starvation
and brutalization, this Nation will act. We’'ll
act for our own security; we'll act for the
freedom of others. We've made some tough
choices recently. But all these choices were
aimed for one thing, to make America more
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secure, the world more free, and the world
more peaceful.

And then when we got going after the
attacks, we had some corporate scandals in
America which affected the economy. It af-
fected the economy because when CEOs
act incredibly irresponsibly like they were,
it creates doubt. In a system that requires
trust, there was doubt. And we acted,
though. We didn’t sit around trying to fig-
ure out what to do. We passed tough laws
to hold corporate criminals to account. The
message is very clear now to people in cor-
porate America: If you've got the responsi-
bility to shareholders and employees, we
expect you to tell the truth; we expect you
to be above-board; we expect you to be
honest; and if not, there will be con-
sequences.

And then, finally, we began a march to
war for our security, and it's hard to be
optimistic during a period when you're
marching to war. March to war is not a
positive thought. Now we're marching to
peace. Now times have changed. We're be-
yond that period. We'll debate about the
decision, and I look forward to those dis-
cussions with the American people. I'm ab-
solutely convinced it was the right thing
to do, and I look forward to explaining
it clearly to the American people.

But now were secure in the peace. And
we move—we've been through a lot, if you
think about it, in 3 years. It’s a lot for
an economy to go through and a nation
to go through. But this is a strong nation
because we're entrepreneurial, we believe
in our people. It’'s a strong nation, really,
because the American people are strong,
tough, resilient, compassionate people.

Congress acted too—I had a little hand
in it. [Laughter] It said, “If we've got a
slow economy, if we've got a lot of things
we overcome, let us let people keep more
of their own money.” We believe that when
people have more money to spend, to save,
or invest, the economy will grow and peo-
ple are more likely to find work. The tax
relief we passed was essential to get the
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economy going. It’s essential to let people
have money.

It's working. It’s working. The economy
is growing. People are finding work.
There’s an excitement in our economy. And
the tax relief we passed made sense then;
it makes sense now; and Congress needs
to make this tax relief permanent. We need
to make sure that people—[applause].

Yesterday I gave a talk about how to
continue economic vitality. One of them
is to help—controlling costs of health care.
There’s ways to do that without national-
izing health care. I'm absolutely convinced,
if the Federal Government tries to run the
health care system, it will foul it up: People
will get lousy care; the doctor-patient rela-
tionship will be destroyed; and the cost of
medicine will go up. I believe in allowing
small businesses to pool risk across associa-
tion health plans in order to control costs.
I believe in expanding health savings ac-
counts for Americans, which will create cost
savings in the system. I believe we need
medical liability reform all across America
to get rid of the junk lawsuits that raise
the cost of medicine.

Our housing market is strong. We intend
to keep it that way. There’s a homeowner-
ship gap in America, by the way, that we
need to address. There’s a minority home-
ownership gap. I want to thank the Con-
gress for working with us to pass what we
call a downpayment plan to help the
poor—the poor make a downpayment on
a home. We're simplifying the fine print,
the rules in Washington.

Listen, if youre a first-time homebuyer
and you take a look at one of these mort-
gage application forms, you pass out over
the amount of small words in the thing.
[Laughter] It makes you nervous. So we’re
simplifying it. We're helping people under-
stand what it means to buy a home. We're
making good progress when it comes to
closing the minority homeownership gap.
Homeownership is high in America today,
and that’s good for the country. The more
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people own something, the more they have
a stake in the future of this country.

You can tell I'm upbeat, and I've got
reason to be. And I've got reason to be.
Not only the numbers say things are look-
ing pretty good; the American people are
telling me they feel pretty good. The Amer-
ican people feel confident about the future.

I'm here with Louise Hickey. She’s a
Fidelity employee, been here 5 years. She
is—she saved $1,100 on tax relief last year.
Now, that may not sound like a lot to some
of the people who are rolling in cash—
[laughter]—that's a lot. It made a dif-
ference.

Welcome.

[Louise Hickey, senior executive secretary,
human resources/payroll department, Fidel-
ity Investments, made brief remarks.]

Ms. Hickey. My future is with Fidelity,
I hope. I hope to retire from Fidelity.

The President. It is now. [Laughter]

Ms. Hickey. Well, the only thing that
would keep me from that would be an offer
from the White House that I couldnt
refuse. [Laughter]

The President. 1 don’t know; I'm not so
sure. [Laughter]

[Ms. Hickey made further remarks.]

The President. Louise talked about the
marriage penalty relief. It doesn’t make any
sense to tax marriage. I mean, you’re trying
to encourage marriage in America, not dis-
courage it. And the Tax Code ought to
do so.

By the way, part of the tax relief we
passed, of course, was to raise the child
credit from $600 to $1,000 a child. It
means if you've got young kids, it helps.
We're about to talk to somebody, Steve
Marshall, who has got young kids. It helps
a lot.

I want to remind you about another as-
pect of the tax relief. We're reduced taxes
on everybody, as opposed to trying to pick
or choose winners in the political debate.
Everybody got tax relief. It had a significant

impact not only on individuals’ lives—that
is, rate reduction did—but it also affected
small businesses.

A lot of small businesses are what they
call sole proprietorships or Subchapter S
corps. They pay tax at the individual tax
rate level. And by reducing all taxes, we
benefited the small-business sector of
America. And that’s very important, for this
reason: 70 percent of new jobs in America
are created by small businesses. And if
you're interested in job creation, it seems
to make sense to stimulate growth in the
small-business sector, which is precisely
what we did.

We're going to hear from some small-
business owners in a minute. But I just
wanted to remind you about some of those
aspects of the Tax Code—by the way, all
of which are set to expire. In order to
get the bill out of the Congress, they said,
“Fine, we'll give you tax relief, but we're
going to take it away pretty soon.” So when
you hear me talk about making it perma-
nent, the reason I have to say that is that
the law isn’t permanent.

And you're about to hear the story of
a fellow who’s got three young kids. Steve
Marshall works at Fidelity, been here since
'96. Steve, I appreciate you coming. Tell
us about your family. Tell us about the
tax savings, about $2,200. By the way—
and that’s per year. It's not just a year.
This is permanent, so long as it’s in exist-
ence. And one of the things were going
to keep talking to Congress about—I don’t
have any problem with these Congressmen
and Senators but—([laughter]—is to make
it permanent.

Steve, welcome.

[Steve Marshall, manager, Fidelity Invest-
ments, Nashua, NH, made brief remarks.]

The President. One of the things that
he mentioned, he said, he spent the money
to renew his—to remodel his house. Well,
somebody had to come and remodel the
house. Somebody had to buy the equip-
ment. The way this economy works is,
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when you put money in circulation, you
increase demand for goods and services,
and that's important when times are slow
So Steve goes out and demands an addi-
tional good and a service. He demanded
the service of somebody remodeling his
house. The good was the toilet or whatever
he put in the bathroom. [Laughter]

Mr. Marshall. Toilet and shower.
beautiful.

The President. Shower, yes, the shower.
[Laughter] I'd suggest a toilet as well.
[Laughter] But any rate, it puts money in
circulation. That’s how the economy works.
So when you hear people say, “Tax relief
didn’t affect the economy,” think about
Steve and the fact that he had additional
money that not only could he set aside
for savings, but he had additional money
to go spend. And it’s that spending on the
margin that got things moving throughout
the economy, because there’s millions of
decisions being made daily with people who
have got extra money.

The other thing you've got to know is
that if the tax relief isn’t made permanent,
just next year alone he will have a $1,000
tax increase. In other words, the child cred-
it goes away in 2005. That means the bene-
fits of the tax relief start getting sucked
out of the economy at the exact wrong
time. We need to keep this money in the
hands of the people of America.

Listen, Government has got plenty of
money, and it needs to stay focused and
principled. We need to be wise with the
taxpayers’ money. But it turns out, when
you're trying to keep your economy going,
the best way to do so is not through Gov-
ernment spending, but it's through the
spending of thousands of individuals across
our economic spectrum.

And this is exactly why I've asked Steve
to come today, so he can help explain how
you increase demand and what it means
for a family’s security. He’s got three young
kids. He’s now got a little extra money in
his pocket to save or to spend, and all
of a sudden, life looks better. He’s more

It’s
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optimistic, and that’s important for this Na-
tion, for people to feel that way.
So thanks for coming. Your baby is beau-
tiful, by the way. I see her back there.
Amy Meaney is with us. Amy is an em-
ployee of Fidelity as well. She’s ready to
go.
[Amy Meaney, health, welfare, and payroll

benefits associate, Fidelity —Investments,
Goffstown, NH, made brief remarks.]

Ms. Meaney. And I do have a question
for you on behalf of New England. We
need to know, are you rooting for the Pats
this weekend? [Laughter]

The President. Did you notice who was
in the box with Mrs. Bush at the State
of the Union? Tom Brady.

Let me change the subject here. [Laugh-
ter] See, if youre a young family—{laugh-
ter]—no kidding, think about this. [Laugh-
ter] Think about a young family worried
about their future, worried about jobs, wor-
ried about the economy, worried about
what we’ve been through, and all of a sud-
den, there’s $2,000 additional a year to
spend. It makes a huge difference. It makes
a huge difference.

Sometimes in Washington we forget the
effects of policy on people, the positive ef-
fects. And this $2,000 means a lot to the
Meaney family. By the way, if Congress
doesn’t act to make the child credit perma-
nent, they lose $715. It’s like a tax increase.
When you're coming out of economic slow
times, you don’t want to tax people. It will
slow this economy down. We're making
progress. The third quarter growth of last
year was the highest in nearly 20 years.
Things are positive.

And Congress has got to know that when
they say, “Oh, we must let the tax cuts
expire,” it affects the Meaneys. It affects
them to the tune of $715 per year. And
with two little kids, that matters.

I appreciate you coming. Quit putting
me on the spot. [Laughter]

So we've got employees of Fidelity here,
citizens who are trying to get ahead. And



Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Jan. 29

I appreciate you sharing the stories. We've
also got some entrepreneurs, some business
owners, some dreamers, some people who
are willing to take risk in order to produce
good product or good services and, at the
same time, employ people.

Michael Barrett is with us. He’s the CEO
of AeroSat Corporation. Michael, how long
you been in business? Give us a little feel
for what you're doing. Let her go. [Laugh-
ter]

Michael Barrett. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you for having us here.
AeroSat Corporation was inspired by your
father in 1991. At that time

The President. Tl tell him. [Laughter]

Mr. Barrett. Thank you.

[Mr. Barrett made brief remarks. ]

The President. The role of Government
is not to create wealth; it is to create an
environment in which people like Michael
feel free and comfortable about taking risk.
Listen, we can’t make Michael have good
ideas. We can’t make him develop a good
business plan. We can’t make people be
good business people, but we can say, “If
youre willing to invest, here’s some more
money. Here’s some incentive to do so.”

He invests $1.4 million. That means he’s
buying equipment from somebody. Some-
body has to manufacture it. Somebody is
now working to manufacture that product.
There is more vibrancy in the economy.
Just like when an individual makes a deci-
sion to purchase something, when a busi-
ness does, the same thing happens; the ef-
fect throughout the economy is so positive
and so strong. He said, “You know, well,
we hired 11 people last year.” That doesn’t
sound like a lot to some of these mega-
corporations. It’s a lot to a small business,
and it’s a lot to America, when you think
about the number of Michaels there are
all over the country hiring an additional
11 people on an annual basis.

Most new jobs in America are created
by people like Michael, small-business own-
ers, 70 percent of the new jobs. And there-

fore, any good policy says, we must recog-
nize the worth of the small businesses, pro-
vide incentive for small businesses, and
when we do so, make those incentives per-
manent.

So I appreciate you, Michael, for coming.

Are you ready, Gerardine? We've got
Gerardine Ferlins is with us. Gerardine is
the president of Cirtronics. Gerardine is
running a big company, and we’re honored
youre here. Thanks for coming. We look
forward to hearing your story.

[Gerardine Ferlins made brief remarks.]

The President. 1 appreciate it. I knew
our generation would amount to something.
[Laughter] Listen, one of the things that
really is so wonderful about our country
is the entrepreneurial spirit. You've just—
you've heard it. You've heard people talk
about the joy of creating job opportunities
for fellow citizens and the joy of beating
all odds and succeeding and then the rec-
ognition of the responsibility that comes
with success. And I appreciate that a lot.
It’s really a good example for people to
see.

By the way, if there’s any young women
here in New Hampshire wondering wheth-
er or not they can go into the business
world, just take a look at Gerardine. Realize
what is absolutely possible if you've got a
good idea and the heart to work hard and
the ability to dream big

Ms. Ferlins. We're 65 percent women.
That’s the good and bad news for the men
in the organization. [Laughter]

The President. All right, big Joe. Joe
Landers is with us. He’s the president and
CEO of Customized Structures, Inc. He’s
in the housing industry, not a bad place
to be these days, I suspect. Tell us about
your company. Tell us about whatever you
want to tell us. You've got the floor.

[Joseph Landers made brief remarks. ]

Mr. Landers. If T might add, just as a
side note, I don’t know if youre aware
of it, but your father's compound in
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Kennebunkport actually has a modular
home on it that was put there for the Se-
cret Service when he was President.

The President. Oh, vyes, that’'s good.
[Laughter] Well, T'll tell him to buy a new
one here—llaughterl—from you. [Laugh-
ter]

Listen, I started off by telling everybody
I felt optimistic about the future of this
country. And they've made my case. I
hope—if you listen to the stories of what’s
happening in America, you get this sense
of optimism and the can-do spirit and the
willingness of people to invest and save,
because theyre confident about this coun-
try. And I am too. And Tl tell you, I'm
going to repeat one reason why: I love the
people of this country. I love the spirit
of America. I love the entrepreneurial spir-
it, the spirit of love, the deep compassion,

the love of family. The values of this coun-
try are strong, which makes America strong,
which makes me grateful to be the Presi-
dent of the greatest country on the face
of the Earth.

Thank you all for coming, and God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:37 p.m. at
Fidelity Investments. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Dale Gilpin, vice president and
general manager, Merrimack Regional Site,
Fidelity Investments; Edward C. “Ned”
Johnson 3d, chairman and chief executive of-
ficer, Fidelity Investments; Abigail Johnson,
president, Fidelity Management and Re-
search Co.; Bernie Streeter, mayor, Nashua,
NH: Ruth L. Griffin, Raymond J. Wieczorek,
and David K. Wheeler, members, New
Hampshire Executive Council; and Tom
Brady, quarterback, New England Patriots.

Exchange With Reporters in Merrimack

January 29, 2004

Swan Chocolates

Q. Mr. President

The President. Now what was that look
for?

Q. I'm wondering what you think of John
Kerry, sir?

The President. Youre supposed to be
thinking about what it means to start your
own business, like these people here have
done.

Q. Mr. President, what about consterna-
tion over weapons of mass destruction?

[A¢ this point, the President continued his
tour of the chocolate shop.]

The President. Here are the owners, right
here. They started their business last year.
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Had a dream, living their dream, and
they're making good product. And I expect
people in the national press corps to leave
some cash behind. [Laughter]

That would be you, Allen [Mike Allen,
Washington Post]. Go buy some—Ilaugh-
ter]—theyll help you, right over there.
[Laughter]

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately
3:45 p.m. at Swan Chocolates. In his remarks,
the President referred to Michael and The-
resa Anderson, owners, Swan Chocolates. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of this exchange.
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Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Reception in Old Greenwich, Connecticut

January 29, 2004

Thank you all for coming. Thanks for
coming. This is a huge crowd. I'm honored.
I appreciate so many people being here
tonight. I appreciate Debbie mentioning
Yale. Some of my classmates from the
mighty class of 1968 are here. They were
the ones who invented shock and awe when
they heard I was President. [Laughter]
They're all fine lads. They themselves were
C students. [Laughter] Vice President
Cheney went to Yale. It just goes to show
if you drop out, you can be the Vice Presi-
dent. [Laughter]

But I appreciate you coming. We're lay-
ing the foundation for what is going to be
a great national victory in November of this
year. I'm loosening up. [Laughter] And I'm
getting ready. [Laughter] But politics is
going to come in its own time. See, I've
still got a job to do, and I want you to
tell your friends and neighbors that my ad-
ministration will continue to work hard to
earn the confidence of every American by
keeping this Nation strong and secure,
prosperous and free.

I want to thank my cousin Debbie for
finally doing something positive. [Laughter]
No, I want to thank her. I love Debbie,
and I want to thank her for her leadership
for this event. She married my great friend
Craig, the former Ambassador to the Czech
Republic, who represented our Nation so
well.

I'm not Debbie’s favorite in my family.
[Laughter] Laura is her favorite. [Laughter]
And Laura was her first choice. [Laughter]
She couldn’t make it, but she sends her
love. She’s a fabulous First Lady for this
country.

I want to thank Rick as well for your
hard work, thank your team. You've done
a fabulous job. It's important that you be
well-funded if youre going to run a na-
tional campaign, so I want to thank you
for your help. T also want to thank my

friend Mercer Reynolds. He’s from Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. He is the national chairman
for the Bush-Cheney campaign, and he’s
doing a fabulous job on my behalf. Thank
you for coming, Mercer. I appreciate you
being here.

I want to thank your fine Congressman,
Chris Shays, for his friendship and leader-
ship. Somebody told me the funniest thing,
that somebody is actually challenging Shays
in this year. We need to send him back
to Congress. He’s doing a great job.

I want to thank you, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, for being here tonight, and all the
State and local officials. I appreciate you
coming. I'm counting on you. You need
to organize and turn out that vote. And
I appreciate your service to your State, and
I appreciate what youre fixing to do for
this campaign.

I want to thank—Debbie mentioned that
we have some family in this neck of the
woods. I remember coming to Grove Lane
here in Greenwich to visit my grandfather
and grandmother, two really fine, fine peo-
ple. If you can’t count on your family, it’s
hard to count on anybody in politics, so
I'm really happy that some of my family
has showed up tonight. [Laughter] 1 appre-
ciate Uncle Jon and Uncle Pres—that’s Jon
Bush and Prescott Bush—and Jody and
Beth. I'm honored that theyre here and
proud to be a member of their family with
them.

I want to thank the political activists who
are here, Herb Shepardson and Charlie
Glazer and Jo McKenzie. Thank you all
for coming. T want to thank all the grass-
roots activists. These are the people who
put up the signs, get on the phones, turn
out the vote. These are the people who
go to the community centers, places of wor-
ship, coffee shops, and you put out the
word. I'm counting on you. You cannot win
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a campaign without a good grassroots orga-
nization. So for those of you getting ready
to get after this campaign, I want to thank
you.

And when you're out there, you tell them
this: You tell them, in the last 3 years our
Nation has acted decisively to confront
great challenges. I came to this office to
solve problems, not to pass them on to
future Presidents and future generations.
I came to seize opportunities instead of
letting them slip away. My administration
is meeting the tests of our time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they
got. We have captured or killed many key
leaders of the Al Qaida network. And the
rest of them know—and the rest of them
can be certain we're on their trail.

In Afghanistan and Iraq, we gave ulti-
matums to terror regimes. Those regimes
chose defiance, and those regimes are no
more. Fifty million people—50 million—
in those 2 countries once lived under tyr-
anny, and today they live in freedom.

Three years ago, our military was not
receiving the resources it needed, and mo-
rale was beginning to suffer, so we in-
creased the defense budgets to prepare for
the threats of a new era. And today, no
one in the world can question the skill and
the strength and the spirit of the United
States military.

Three years ago, the economy was in
trouble, and a recession was beginning. And
then attacks on our country and scandals
in corporate America and war all affected
the people’s confidence. But we acted. We
passed tough new laws to hold corporate
criminals to account. And to get the econ-
omy going again, I have twice led the
United States Congress to pass historic tax
relief for the American people.

This administration understands that
when Americans have more money to
spend or save or invest, the whole economy
grows, and people are more likely to find
a job. So we’re returning more money to
the people to help them raise their families.
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We're reducing taxes on dividends and cap-
ital gains to encourage investment. We've
given small businesses incentives to expand
and to hire new workers. With all these
actions, we're laying the foundation for
greater prosperity so that every single cit-
izen has a chance to realize the American
Dream.

This economy in America is strong, and
it is getting stronger. The figures for third
quarter of 2003 showed that the economy
grew at the fastest rate in nearly 20 years.
Productivity is high. Business investment is
rising. Housing construction is expanding.
Manufacturing activity is increasing. We've
added over a quarter million new jobs. The
tax relief we passed is working.

Three years ago, there was a lot of talk
about education reform in Washington, but
there wasn’t much action. So I acted. I
called for and the Congress passed the No
Child Left Behind Act. With a solid bipar-
tisan majority, we delivered the most dra-
matic education reforms in a generation.
We've increased funding, particularly for
poor students. But for the first time, the
Federal Government is asking the question,
“Can our children read and write and add
and subtract?” This administration is chal-
lenging the soft bigotry of low expectations.
We're raising the bar. We expect every
child to read and write and add and sub-
tract, and we expect every school to teach
every child. The days of excusemaking are
over in America. No child shall be left be-
hind in this country.

We reorganized our Government and
created the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to better protect our borders and
ports and to safeguard the American peo-
ple. We passed trade promotion authority
to open up new markets for America’s en-
trepreneurs and farmers and ranchers. We
passed budget agreements to bring much-
needed spending discipline to Washington,
DC.

And last month, we completed the great-
est advance in health care coverage for
America’s senior citizens since the founding
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of Medicare. There’s a lot of talk about
Medicare in Washington over the years.
The system got old and tired and stale.
So we acted. The new Medicare law that
I proudly signed will give older Americans
the option of a prescription drug benefit
and more control over their health care,
so they can receive the modern medicine
they deserve.

We've got a record of accomplishment.
On issue after issue, this administration has
acted on principle, has kept its word, and
has made progress for the American peo-
ple. And the Congress gets a lot of credit.
I enjoy working with Congressman Shays
and the Speaker of the House, Denny
Hastert, Majority Leader Bill Frist. We're
working hard to change the tone in Wash-
ington—there’s just too much politics up
there, too much needless politics, endless
backbiting, zero-sum attitude—and the best
way to do that is to work on behalf of
the people and deliver results.

And the Congress gets a lot of credit
for the successes over the last 3 years, and
so do the people in my administration. I
put together a fantastic group of Americans
from all walks of life to serve the American
people, people who came to Washington,
DC, with one thing in mind, service to
their country. Speaking about good people
in my administration, our Nation has had
no finer Vice President than Dick Cheney.
Mother may have a second opinion.
[Laughter]

In 3 years, we've come far, but our work
is only beginning. I've set great goals wor-
thy of a great nation. First, America is com-
mitted to expanding the realm of freedom
and peace for our own security and for
the benefit of the world. And second, in
our own country, we will continue to work
for a society which is prosperous and com-
passionate, so every citizen has a chance
to realize the full promise of our land.

It is clear that the future of freedom
and peace depend on the actions of Amer-
ica. This Nation is freedom’s home and
freedom’s defender. We welcome this

charge of history, and we are keeping it.
The war on terror continues. I wish I could
tell you it didn’t, but it does. The enemies
of freedom are not idle, and neither are
we. This country will not rest; we will not
tire; we will not stop until this danger to
civilization is removed.

We are confronting that danger in Iraq,
where all people can be certain they will
never again have to fear the brutality of
Saddam Hussein. The Ba’athist holdouts
largely responsible for the current violence
now know there will be no return to cor-
rupt power and privilege they once held.
All Iragis who have taken the side of free-
dom have taken the winning side.

We face terrorists who would rather go
on killing the innocent than accept the rise
of liberty in the Middle East. And there
is a reason why, because, see, they know
that the advance of freedom in Iraq would
be a major defeat in the cause of terror.
The collection of killers is trying to shake
the will of America. America will never be
intimidated by thugs or assassins.

We're aggressively after the terrorists in
Iraq, defeating them there so we do not
have to face them in our own cities. Other
nations are helping in Iraq, because they
understand a free and democratic and
peaceful Iraq is in their interests. The
whole world becomes more secure. And the
Iraqi people are assuming more of their
own defense and heading towards self-gov-
ernment. And these are not easy tasks. I
recognize that, but I believe theyre essen-
tial tasks. We will finish what we have
begun, and America will win this essential
victory in the war on terror.

We're working to oppose proliferation
around the world. Last month, after talks
with the United States and Great Britain,
Libya voluntarily committed to disclose and
dismantle all of its weapons of mass de-
struction programs. Leaders around the
world now know with certainty, weapons
of mass destruction do not bring influence
or prestige; they bring isolation and other
unwelcome consequences. Nations who
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abandon the pursuit of these weapons will
find an open path to better relations with
the United States of America.

Our greatest security comes from the ad-
vance of human liberty, because free na-
tions don’t support terror, free nations do
not attack their neighbors, free nations do
not threaten the world with weapons of
mass destruction. And Americans believe
that freedom is the deepest need and hope
of every human heart. I believe that free-
dom is the future of every nation. And I
know, like you know, that freedom is not
America’s gift to the world; freedom is the
Almighty God’s gift to every man and
woman in this world.

My administration also understands that
unprecedented influence brings tremen-
dous responsibilities. We have duties in this
world, and when we see disease and starva-
tion or hopeless poverty, we will not turn
away. This strong and powerful Nation is
a compassionate nation. And America now
leads the world in bringing hope and medi-
cines to millions of men and women and
children suffering from AIDS. This incred-
ible Nation of ours is leading the world
in this very important work of human res-
cue.

We have challenges here at home, and
our actions will prove that we're equal to
those challenges. This administration un-
derstands entrepreneurship. We understand
the vital role of risktaking. We will continue
to promote a progrowth economic agenda
so fellow citizens can find work.

We also understand the effects of frivo-
lous and junk lawsuits on our society. For
example, in health care, we need to cut
down on these frivolous lawsuits which are
running up the cost of medicine. People
who have been harmed by a bad doc de-
serve their day in court, yet the system
should not reward lawyers who are simply
fishing for a rich settlement. Frivolous law-
suits drive up the cost of health care for
every citizen, and they affect the Federal
budget. Medical liability reform is a na-
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tional issue which requires a national solu-
tion.

This administration has acted. We passed
good legislation up to the Hill, and it was
passed by the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, for which I am grateful. It's
stuck in the Senate. Perhaps you ought to
notify your two United States Senators to
get it unstuck. For the sake of a health
care system that is available and affordable,
we need medical liability reform now. No
one has ever been healed by a frivolous
lawsuit.

I have a responsibility to make sure the
judicial system runs well, and I've met that
duty. I have nominated superb men and
women for the Federal courts, people who
will interpret the law, not legislate from
the bench. Some Members of the Senate
are trying to keep my nominees off the
bench by blocking up-or-down votes. Every
judicial nominee deserves a fair hearing.
It is time for some Members of the United
States Senate to stop playing politics with
American justice.

We've got more work to do, and the
Congress needs to get me an energy bill.
We need a bill which encourages more
conservation. We need a bill which
unleashes the technology of our country to
be advanced in how we explore and use
energy. But for the sake of economic secu-
rity and for the sake of national security,
this Nation must become less dependent
on foreign sources of energy.

A strong and prosperous nation must also
be a compassionate nation. I will continue
to advance what I call compassionate con-
servatism, which means we’ll use the most
innovative ideas to the task of helping our
fellow citizens who hurt. There are still mil-
lions of men and women who want to end
their dependence on Government and be-
come independent through hard work.
Congress must build on the success of wel-
fare reform to bring training and, therefore,
work into the lives of more of our fellow
citizens. We need to make sure more
Americans can serve their communities and
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their country through vibrant citizen service
programs. Congress needs to complete
work on the Faith-Based Initiative.

You see, many of the problems that citi-
zens face are problems of the heart, prob-
lems of addiction, problems that can’t be
solved necessarily by a Government pro-
gram. And yet one of the great strengths
of our country is the fact that we’re a coun-
try of many faiths, Christian, Jewish, Mus-
lim. And in many of those programs ema-
nating out of those faiths come healing pro-
grams, programs that change people’s lives.
Our country should not fear faith-based
programs. We ought to welcome faith-
based programs, and Government ought to
be their ally.

I believe part of being a compassionate
society is one in which we encourage own-
ership. This administration will constantly
strive to promote an ownership society in
America. We want more people owning
their own home. There’s a minority home-
ownership gap in America that must be
addressed. This administration is addressing
it. We want more people owning and con-
trolling their own retirement accounts. We
want people owning and managing their
own health care plans, like health savings
accounts. We want more people owning
their own small businesses, and the admin-
istration understands that. You see, we fully
understand that when a person owns some-
thing, he or she has a vital stake in the
future of this country.

A compassionate society is one in which
people respect one another, respect their
religious views, respect their opinions. It's
a society in which people take responsibility
for the decisions they make. The culture
of this country is changing from one that
has said, “If it feels good, just go ahead
and do it,” and, “If you've got a problem,
blame somebody else,” to a culture in
which each of us understands we are re-
sponsible for the decisions we make in life.
If you are lucky enough to be a mom or
a dad, you are responsible for loving your
child with all your heart. If you're worried

about the quality of the education in the
community in which you live, youre re-
sponsible for doing something about it. If
you are a CEO in corporate America,
youre responsible for telling the truth to
your shareholders and your employees. And
in this new responsibility society, each of
us is responsible for loving our neighbor
just like we would like to be loved our-
selves.

The culture of service and responsibility
is strong here in America. I really believe
it’s the great strength of our country. Two
years ago, I started what’s called the USA
Freedom Corps to encourage people to
love their neighbor, to do something to
help somebody in need. And the response
has been really strong, and I am grateful.
Our faith-based programs and charities all
across America are vibrant—integral part
of our society. Policemen and firefighters
and people who wear our Nation’s uniform
are reminding us what it means to sacrifice
for something greater than ourself. Once
again, the children of America believe in
heroes because they see them every day.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and courage of America.
I've been privileged to see the compassion
and the character of the American people.
All the tests of the last 3 years have come
to the right nation. We're a strong country,
and we use that strength to defend the
peace. We're an optimistic country, con-
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than
ourselves. Abroad, we seek to lift up whole
nations by spreading freedom. At home, we
seek to lift up lives by spreading oppor-
tunity to every corner of America. This is
the history—this is the work that history
has set before us. We welcome it and know
that for our country, the best days lie
ahead.

God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:10 p.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Debbie Stapleton, master of cere-
monies and second cousin of the President,
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and her husband, Craig; Rick Lazio, chief ex-
ecutive officer, Financial Services Forum; Lt.
Gov. M. Jodi Rell of Connecticut; his rel-
atives Jonathan J. Bush and his wife, Jody,
and Prescott Bush, Jr., and his wife, Beth;

and Hebert J. Shepardson, State chairman,
Charles L. Glazer, national committeman,
and Jo McKenzie, national committee-
woman, Connecticut State Central Com-
mittee, Republican Party.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Economists and an Exchange With

Reporters
January 30, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming.
I just had a very interesting discussion with
some of our Nation’s finest economists
about the state of our economy and how
we can work together to make sure that
the economy continues to grow. Today we
received news that indicates that the econ-
omy is strong and getting stronger. Fourth
quarter growth in 2003 was at 4 percent.

We also discussed ways for Congress to
make sure we sustain growth. We need to
make sure the tax cuts are permanent. If
Congress doesn’t make the tax cuts perma-
nent, they will have raised taxes on the
working people of this country at the exact
wrong time. We need to make sure we
continue to be a nation which trades freely.
We need to make sure that we have less
regulation. We need to do things that are
wise to control the cost of medicine without
nationalizing health care.

We had a really good discussion. I want
to thank you all for coming. These econo-
mists are optimistic about our future, and
so am I. And the American people can
know that we continue to work hard to
make sure this economy is vibrant and ro-
bust and strong so our fellow citizens can
find good jobs.

I'll be glad to answer a couple of ques-
tions. Scott [Scott Lindlaw, Associated
Press], have you got one today, perhaps?

Iragi Weapons of Mass Destruction

Q. Yes, sir, I do. Thanks, Mr. President.
Senator McCain, David Kay, among many
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others, say it’s time for an independent in-
vestigation into weapons of mass destruc-
tion in Iraq and intelligence. Why resist
this kind of inquiry now, when your own
weapons inspector says it’s needed?

The President. 1 want the American peo-
ple to know that I too want to know the
facts. I want to be able to compare what
the Iragi Survey Group has found with
what we thought prior to going into Iraq.

One thing is for certain, one thing we
do know from Mr. Kay’s testimony as well
as from the years of intelligence that we
had gathered, is that Saddam Hussein was
a danger. He was a growing danger. And
given the circumstances of September the
11th, this country went to the United Na-
tions and said, “Saddam Hussein is a dan-
ger. Let us work together to get him to
disarm.” He was defiant. He ignored the
request of the international community, and
this country led a coalition to remove him.
We dealt with the danger, and as a result,
the world is a better place and a more
peaceful place, and the Iragi people are
free. And a free Iraq is in this Nation’s
national interest. A free Iraq will bring a
much-needed change in a part of the world
that has fostered terror.

Caren [Caren Bohan, Reuters].

Q. Are you dead set against it?

The President. Caren.

Q. Ruling it out?

The President. 1 want to know the facts.

Caren.

Q. Are you against the idea of a new
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The President. Is this a followup to
Scott’s question?

Q. Yes.

The President. Let me repeat, I just—
let me repeat what I just said.

Q. Okay.

The President. 1 want to know the facts.
And T want to know exactly—I want to
compare what the ISG finds with what we
thought going in.

Keil [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News].

Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement,
and Modernization Act of 2003

Q. Mr. President, are you concerned at
all that the new ballooning cost of Medi-
care bill will get you in trouble, political
trouble, with members of your own party
who voted for it only on the assurance that
it wouldn’t go above $400 billion?

The President. Well, I, 2 weeks ago, re-
ceived an estimate about Medicare. I asked
two questions to the estimators. One, does
the Medicare reform do what we want it
to do still, which is to provide modern
medicine for our seniors and to introduce
competition, which will eventually hold

down costs of Medicare. And secondly, the
new estimate of Medicare costs fulfilled my
promise to reduce the deficit in half over
a 5-year period of time.

And the budget we’ll submit on Monday
does fulfill that promise, that we’ll reduce
the deficit in half. Now, it’s going to re-
quire Congress to be wise with the tax-
payers’ money. The Medicare reform we
did is a good reform, fulfills a long-standing
promise to our seniors. Congress is now
going to have to work with us to make
sure that we set priorities and are fiscally
wise with the taxpayers’ money. I'm con-
fident they can do that if theyre willing
to make tough choices. And so the budget
we submit will show that we can cut the
deficit in half over a 5-year period.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:34 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, the President referred to David
Kay, former CIA Special Advisor for Strategy
Regarding Iraqi Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion Programs, and former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks Following Discussions With Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert
“Jaap” de Hoop Scheffer of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization

January 30, 2004

President Bush. Mr. Secretary General,
welcome. We are proud that youre here.
The Secretary General and I have had a
good discussion about NATO, my adminis-
tration’s commitment to a strong and vi-
brant NATO, our mutual desire to make
the world more peaceful through freedom.
I appreciate your willingness to discuss im-
portant theaters like Afghanistan and Iraq,
the need for us to make sure our militaries
are transformed and modern. I know that
we will have a good working relationship,
and I know you’ll do a great job on behalf

of all of us who treasure the NATO—the
NATO Alliance.

So welcome, sir.

Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer.
Thank you very much. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. Also, from my side,
may I say that I entirely share your opinion,
as we discussed in our conversation. But
NATO is about values. NATO is defending
values which might be normal for us, but
our—in other parts of the world, less nor-
mal.

And that's why we are in Afghanistan
fighting terrorism. And NATO is going to
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take a larger role in Afghanistan. That’s
what we discussed. We have, of course,
touched upon Iraq, the political develop-
ments in Iraq, the upcoming lst of May
for the transfer of sovereignty in Iraq, and
a possible greater NATO role after that.
We discussed the Balkans. We have dis-
cussed NATO-Russian relationship.

In other words, the full range of subjects
NATO is dealing with, defending these val-
ues as an organization which is undergoing
a fundamental transformation process, tak-
ing in, in a short time, new member states,
seven new member states—it’s a matter of
weeks—transforming into an organization
which can defend those values wherever
there is a necessity in the world—be it
in the Balkans, where NATO has been very

The President’s Radio Address
January 31, 2004

Good morning. This coming week, my
administration will release our proposed
budget for fiscal year 2005. In that detailed
blueprint for Government spending, Ameri-
cans will see my priorities clearly at work.
We will devote the resources necessary to
win the war on terror and protect our
homeland. We'll provide compassionate
help to seniors, to schoolchildren, and to
Americans in need of job training. And we
will be responsible with the people’s money
by cutting the deficit in half over 5 years.

With troops currently on the ground
fighting our enemies, my budget increases
defense spending by 7 percent, money that
will go the pay for equipment, ammunition,
and troop housing. We'll keep our military
strong and ready for every challenge that
may come. Since I took office, we have
increased pay for our men and women in
uniform by 21 percent. Next year, I pro-
pose raising their pay by another 3.5 per-
cent. Our troops put their lives on the line
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successful be it in Afghanistan; be it in
Iraq, where NATO is now supporting the
Polish-led multinational division and where
NATO might take on a greater role whe