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Anybody else?

Prime Minister Oddsson. Well, 1 just—
on this, I must say I agree with the Presi-
dent about Iraq. The future of Iraq is—
the future of the world is much better be-
cause of the undertaking that the United
States, United Kingdom, and their alliances
took there. And without that done, the situ-
ation in that area of the world would be
much more dangerous than it is now.
There’s hope now. There was no hope be-
fore.

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Prime
Minister.

[At this point, all present sang “Happy
Birthday” to the President.]

President Bush. Thanks. You actually call
that singing? [Laughter] No, it was beau-
tiful.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; senior Al Qaida as-
sociate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; and Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim
Government.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Legislation To Implement the
United States-Australia Free Trade Agreement

July 6, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit legislation and
supporting documents prepared by my Ad-
ministration to implement the United
States-Australia Free Trade Agreement
(FTA). This Agreement adds an important
dimension to our bilateral relationship with
a steadfast ally in the global economic and
strategic arena. This FTA will enhance the
prosperity of the people of the United
States and Australia, serve the interest of
expanding U.S. commerce, and advance our
overall national interest.

My Administration is committed to se-
curing a level playing field and creating
opportunities for America’s workers, farm-
ers, and businesses. The United States and
Australia already enjoy a strong trade rela-
tionship. The U.S.-Australia FTA will fur-
ther open Australia’s market for U.S. manu-
factured goods, agricultural products, and
services, and will promote new growth in
our bilateral trade. As soon as this FTA
enters into force, tariffs will be eliminated
on almost all manufactured goods traded
between our countries, providing significant
export opportunities for American manufac-
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turers. American farmers will also benefit
due to the elimination of tariffs on all ex-
ports of U.S. agricultural products.

The U.S.-Australia FTA will also benefit
small- and medium-sized businesses and
their employees. Such firms already ac-
count for a significant amount of bilateral
trade. The market opening resulting from
this Agreement presents opportunities for
those firms looking to start or enhance par-
ticipation in global trade.

In negotiating this FTA, my Administra-
tion was guided by the negotiating objec-
tives set out in the Trade Act of 2002.
The Agreement’s provisions on agriculture
represent a balanced response to those
seeking improved access to Australia’s mar-
kets, through immediate elimination of tar-
iffs on U.S. exports and mechanisms to re-
solve sanitary and phytosanitary issues and
facilitate trade between our countries, while
recognizing the sensitive nature of some
U.S. agricultural sectors and their possible
vulnerability to increased imports.

The U.S.-Australia FTA also reinforces
the importance of creativity and technology
to both of our economies. The Agreement
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includes rules providing for strong protec-
tion and enforcement of intellectual prop-
erty rights, promotes the use of electronic
commerce, and provides for increased co-
operation between our agencies on address-
ing anticompetitive practices, financial serv-
ices, telecommunications, and other mat-
ters.

The Agreement memorializes our shared
commitment to labor and environmental
issues. The United States and Australia
have worked in close cooperation on these
issues in the past and will pursue this strat-

egy and commitment to cooperation in bi-
lateral and global fora in the future.

With the approval of this Agreement and
passage of the implementing legislation by
the Congress, we will advance U.S. eco-
nomic, security, and political interests, and
set an example of the benefits of free trade
and democracy for the world.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
July 6, 2004.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Judicial Nominees and an Exchange
With Reporters in Raleigh, North Carolina

July 7, 2004

The President. Good morning. It’s good
to be in the great State of North Carolina.
I just met with three judicial nominees
from this State, Judge Terry Boyle, Bob
Conrad, Jim Dever. These are men with
broad experience, good character. They've
been rated by the ABA as qualified to serve
on the bench. They represent mainstream
values. They will strictly and faithfully inter-
pret the law. They won't use the bench
from which to legislate.

Their nominations are being held up, and
it’s not right, and it’s not fair. The people
of North Carolina deserve better. These
judges deserve better treatment in the
United States Senate. A minority of Sen-
ators apparently don’t want judges who
strictly interpret and apply the law. Evi-
dently, they want activist judges who will
rewrite the law from the bench. I disagree.
Legislation should come from the legislative
branch, not from the judiciary.

Judge Boyle—Judge Terry Boyle of
North Carolina has waited for a vote since
May of 2001, and there’s no reason why
this good man should have been kept wait-
ing for so long. He’s an exceptional can-
didate for the appeals court. He was ap-

pointed to the district court in 1984 by
President Ronald Reagan and has spent the
last 7 years as Chief Judge of the Eastern
District of North Carolina. He’d make a
superb addition to the Fourth Circuit Court
of Appeals, and he is vitally needed on
that court.

The seat I nominated him to fill has
been designated a judicial emergency by
the Judicial Conference of the United
States, because when they name something
a judicial emergency, it means there’s a
shortage of judges. I put this good man
up, and he can’t get an up-or-down vote
on the floor of the Senate. He is—he, along
with Bob Conrad, have waited too long.

Bob Conrad I named for one of the dis-
trict courts here in North Carolina. He
served as a Federal prosecutor for 15 years,
including 3 years as the U.S. attorney in
Charlotte. He did a really good job in that
capacity. He’s waited for more than 14
months for a vote.

Jim Dever is the magistrate judge. He
has had strong bipartisan support. He’s
waited for more than 2 years for a vote.
The post to which I have nominated Judge
Dever has also been declared a judicial
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