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Ridge is—Ridge is here today, and helll
be given instructions to accommodate the
Prime Minister’s wishes that we begin a
reform of the process. And it will start with
preclearance process.

And T want to thank the Prime Minister
for being such a strong advocate and—pret-
ty clear where he stands. And hopefully,
this will be a step in the right direction
for the people of a country whose friend-
ship we value.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Muqtada Al Sadr,
Iraqi Shiite cleric whose militia engaged in
an uprising in Iraq which began in early
April; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the
Iraqi Interim Government; U.S. Ambassador
to Iraq John D. Negroponte; and former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Statement on Signing the Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Act

of 2004
August 9, 2004

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2443,
the “Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation Act of 2004.” The Act authorizes ap-
propriations for the United States Coast
Guard, facilitates navigation and shipping,
and strengthens the security of maritime
transportation.

To the extent that provisions of the Act,
including sections 217, 708(c)(2), and
803(c)(11), call for submission of legislative
recommendations to the Congress, the ex-
ecutive branch shall construe such provi-
sions in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise
the unitary executive branch and to rec-
ommend for the consideration of the Con-
gress such measures as the President shall
judge necessary and expedient. Accordingly,
the affected departments and agencies shall

ensure that any reports or recommenda-
tions submitted to the Congress are sub-
jected to appropriate executive branch re-
view and approval before submission.

To ensure consistency with the Appoint-
ments Clause of the Constitution, the exec-
utive branch shall construe the phrase “if
acceptable to the President and the Senate”
as used in section 220 of the Act to require
nomination by the President and the advise
and consent of the Senate for the appoint-
ments addressed by that section.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
August 9, 2004.

NotEe: H.R. 2443, approved August 9, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-293.

Remarks Announcing the Nomination of Porter J. Goss To Be Director of

the Central Intelligence Agency
August 10, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming.
I'm pleased to announce my decision to
nominate Congressman Porter Goss as the
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next Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency. Porter Goss is a leader with strong
experience in intelligence and in the fight
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