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committee members, Republican Party of 
New Mexico; entertainers Brooks and Dunn; 
radio show host Tony Lynn; Col. Muammar 
Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya; 

President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; and 
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi In-
terim Government. 

Statement on Facilitation of Cooperative Conservation 
August 26, 2004 

Americans have a long tradition of con-
servation and stewardship of our Nation’s 
lands and other natural resources. It was 
this ethic that led 30 years ago to passage 
of landmark legislation that continues to 
help improve America’s water and air qual-
ity. Over the last three decades, we have 
made remarkable progress, working to-
gether to meet our conservation goals and 
improve the quality of our air and water. 

Today I have directed the Federal agen-
cies that oversee environmental and natural 
resource policies and programs to promote 

cooperative conservation in full partnership 
with States, local governments, tribes, and 
individuals. Local involvement is critical to 
ensuring successful, effective, and long-last-
ing conservation results. The Executive 
order on cooperative conservation that I 
have signed today will help us continue to 
make sure that decisions in Washington, 
DC, are well-informed by those closest to 
the land and their communities. 

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 

Remarks on Hurricane Charley in Miami, Florida 
August 27, 2004 

I have just been briefed by Mike Brown 
here at FEMA about the progress that the 
Federal Government, in working with the 
State government, is making toward helping 
these poor people who got hurt by Hurri-
cane Charley and Tropical Storm Bonnie. 

When I came down here a while ago, 
I said that—I promised that there would 
be a full-scale Federal focus on helping 
the State of Florida. And I tasked Mike 
Brown to make sure that that happened, 
and he has done a great job. I appreciate 
you serving the people of this State. 

And Jeb has done a fine job too. He 
is—he understands that a Governor must 
lead, and he had led. And he has helped 
focus resources on helping these people 
that need help. 

There is further work to be done here 
in Florida. Chairman Bill Young is with 
us. We have been discussing the need for 
a supplemental fund, supplemental funding 
request of the Congress for $2 billion to 
help continue to rebuild Florida. The chair-
man and I had a good discussion on this 
issue. He knows Florida well. He knows 
the west coast of Florida really well. And 
as importantly, he knows how the Congress 
works well. And he said as soon as they 
get back, they’ll take this matter up. This 
money will help for cleanup and housing 
and other services, small-business loans that 
are provided through FEMA. 

As well, we’re concerned about the citrus 
growers here in Florida, the nursery men 
and women in the State of Florida. We 
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