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Sept. 6 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

will continue to lead the cause of freedom 
and peace, the peace we all want. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. You know, 
there are quiet times in the life of a nation 
when little is expected of its leaders. This 
isn’t one of those times. This is a time 
that needs—when we need firm resolve 
and clear vision and a deep faith in the 
values that make us a great nation. 

None of us will ever forget that week 
when one era ended and another began. 
I stood in the ruins of the Twin Towers 
on September the 14th, 2001. It’s a day 
I will never forget. There were workers 
in hardhats there, yelling at me at the top 
of their lungs, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ I re-
member trying to do my best to comfort 
people, and a guy looked me right in the 
eye, and he said, ‘‘Do not let me down.’’ 
He took that day personally. Everybody 
there took it personally. You took it person-
ally, and so did I. I have a duty that goes 
on. I wake up every morning thinking 
about how to better protect our country. 

I will never relent in defending America, 
whatever it takes. 

Four years ago, I traveled your great 
State asking for the vote. I said if you gave 
me a chance to serve, I would uphold the 
honor and the dignity of the office to which 
I had been elected. And with your help, 
with your hard work, I will do so for the 
next 4 years. 

God bless. Thank you for coming. Thank 
you all. Thanks so much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:08 p.m. at 
Ray Clinton Park. In his remarks, he referred 
to Missouri Secretary of State Matt Blunt, 
candidate for Missouri Governor; Missouri 
State Senator Peter Kinder, candidate for 
Missouri Lieutenant Governor; Catherine L. 
Hanaway, speaker, Missouri House of Rep-
resentatives; Mayor Loyd Matthews of Pop-
lar Bluff, MO; Senator Zell Miller of Georgia, 
who made the keynote address at the 2004 
Republican National Convention; senior Al 
Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; and 
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi In-
terim Government. 

Memorandum on the 2004 Combined Federal Campaign 
September 6, 2004 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 

Subject: 2004 Combined Federal Campaign 
I am delighted that the Administrator of 

the Environmental Protection Agency, Mi-
chael O. Leavitt, has agreed to serve as 
the Chair of the 2004 Combined Federal 
Campaign (CFC) of the National Capital 
Area. I ask you to enthusiastically support 
the CFC by personally chairing the cam-
paign in your Agency and appointing a top 
official as your Vice Chair. 

The Combined Federal Campaign is an 
important way for Federal employees to 
support thousands of worthy charities. 

Public servants not only contribute to the 
campaign but also assume leadership roles 
to ensure its success. 

Your personal support and enthusiasm 
will help positively influence thousands of 
employees and will guarantee another suc-
cessful campaign. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Sep-
tember 7. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this memo-
randum.
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Remarks in Lee’s Summit, Missouri 
September 7, 2004 

The President. Thanks for coming. 
Audience members. Four more years! 

Four more years! Four more years! 
The President. Thank you all very much 

for coming this morning. We’re starting a 
bus trip here in your important State, and 
a great place to start right here in Lee’s 
Summit. I appreciate you coming out. 

And I want to thank the good folks here 
at Lee’s Summit High for opening up this 
beautiful facility. I want to thank Tony 
Stansberry, who is the superintendent, and 
John Faulkenberry, who is the principal. 
I want to thank all the teachers who are 
here for teaching. I want to thank the stu-
dents who are here. Listen, study more 
than you watch TV. 

Thanks for coming out to say hello. I’m 
here to ask for your vote. I think you’ve 
got to get out amongst the people and give 
them a reason why, and that’s what I’m 
here to do today and to ask for that vote. 
We carried Missouri last time, and with 
your help, we’ll carry it this time. 

I’m sorry Laura is not with me today. 
Audience members. Aw-w-w!
The President. Yes, I know. [Laughter]

When I asked her to marry me, she said, 
‘‘Fine, I will, so long as I don’t ever have 
to give a political speech.’’ [Laughter] I 
said, ‘‘Okay.’’ [Laughter] Fortunately, she 
didn’t hold me to the promise. She did 
a magnificent job last week in New York 
City. I’m not surprised. She’s a great per-
son, a wonderful wife, great mom. I’m 
going to give you some reasons to put me 
back in, but perhaps the most important 
one of all is so that Laura has 4 more 
years as the First Lady. 

I appreciate my runningmate, Dick Che-
ney. He’s a fine guy. I admit he doesn’t 
have the prettiest hairdo in the race. 
[Laughter] I didn’t pick him for his hair. 
[Laughter] I picked him because he can 
get the job done. 

I want to thank my friend Kit Bond, 
the United States Senator from the State 
of Missouri, for his leadership. Put him 
back in there for 6 more years. Reelect 
this good man. And he’s working with a 
good fellow in Jim Talent, the other United 
States Senator from Missouri. I really ap-
preciate working with him. I also appreciate 
working with Congressman Sam Graves, 
who is with us today. 

I wish Jeanne Patterson all the best in 
her run for the United States Congress. 
Chris Byrd is here. Madame Mayor is with 
us today, Mayor Karen Messerli. I appre-
ciate her coming. Madame Mayor, I’m hon-
ored you’re here. Thanks for taking time 
to be here today. Appreciate your support. 
Fill the potholes. [Laughter] I want to 
thank Mark Wills for being here, the coun-
try and western singer. 

I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here. These are the people who 
are out putting up the signs and making 
the phone calls and registering the voters. 
I particularly urge you to register people 
to vote over the next weeks. See, it’s really 
important in this country to vote. I want 
the high school kids who are here to under-
stand, if you live in a free country, I believe 
you need to vote. I believe you need to 
participate. So make sure you go register 
to vote, and I want to thank the people 
here who are registering people to vote. 

And when you register people to vote, 
remember that example Zell Miller set the 
other night. There are plenty of Democrats 
who are coming our way, plenty of people 
who understand if you put Dick Cheney 
and me back in office, this country will 
be safer, stronger, and better for every 
American.

I’m looking forward to this campaign. I’m 
looking forward to continuing to travel your 
State and all across the country. I’m going 
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