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Sept. 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

Message on the Observance of Rosh Hashanah, 5765 
September 14, 2004 

I send greetings to all those celebrating 
Rosh Hashanah. 

On this holy occasion, Jews throughout 
the world celebrate the beginning of a New 
Year. In synagogues and homes, Jewish 
families reflect on the year that has passed, 
and look forward to the year to come. Jew-
ish tradition teaches that on Rosh Hasha-
nah, God holds open the Book of Life to 
all who approach Him in prayer. As you 
gather to pray, may God grant your prayers 
for a peaceful New Year. 

As you share in the traditional festivities 
of this special time of year, you renew your 

commitment to acts of compassion, and to 
the cause of freedom around the world. 
Together, all of us are helping to build 
a world filled with the blessings of family, 
health, and peace. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a blessed Rosh Hashanah and a 
sweet New Year. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Requests 
September 14, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
On September 6th, I submitted a supple-

mental request totaling $2 billion for the 
Department of Homeland Security for ur-
gent needs associated with Hurricanes 
Charley and Frances. The Congress’ 
prompt action on this request ensured that 
immediate response efforts to these recent 
disasters would continue uninterrupted. In 
addition to utilizing the supplemental funds 
provided in Public Law 108–303, the 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
for Disaster Relief Act, Federal Govern-
ment agencies will continue to use existing 
resources and programs for response and 
recovery efforts. 

I now ask the Congress to consider the 
enclosed requests, totaling $3.1 billion, for 
additional emergency FY 2004 supple-
mental appropriations for the Departments 
of Defense, Health and Human Services, 
Homeland Security, Housing and Urban 
Development, the Interior, and Veterans 

Affairs, the Corps of Engineers, the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, the Small Business Administration, 
and the Executive Office of the President. 

I hereby designate these specific pro-
posals in the amounts requested herein as 
emergency requirements. As I stated in my 
previous request, these additional requests 
will allow for a comprehensive response 
and recovery effort to address the critical 
needs associated with both of these hurri-
canes in Florida, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and other affected areas. I urge 
the Congress to limit this emergency re-
quest to those items directly related to the 
recovery efforts from the impact of these 
recent major disasters. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Remarks at the Hispanic Heritage Month Reception 
September 15, 2004 

Thank you all for coming. Bienvenidos
a la Casa Blanca. [Laughter] Thanks for 
coming. Laura and I are thrilled to have 
you here. We welcome you to the—to ob-
serve Hispanic Heritage Month. What a 
performance. Thank you all very much. It 
was spectacular. 

This is the month we celebrate great 
contributions of Latinos to our country. It’s 
a special month. It really echoes our diver-
sity and the strength of our great democ-
racy. I spend a lot of time talking about 
the transformational power of liberty, re-
minding people that liberty has got an in-
credible way of taking diverse people and 
uniting them into one common purpose— 
pais, a great land. That’s why we believe 
democracy has a place in our own neigh-
borhood. We believe that liberty is impor-
tant in countries throughout our hemi-
sphere. We believe in human dignity and 
human rights, the nonnegotiable demands 
of human dignity. And that’s best achieved 
through liberty. 

That’s why we’re working to advance lib-
erty in the greater Middle East. We believe 
all people desire to be free. We believe 
that inherently in the soul of men and 
women is this desire to live in free soci-
eties. It’s worked here in America. It can 
work everywhere. Think about our country. 
We’re such a diverse land with different 
cultures all bound together in this great 
country because of freedom. 

You know, recently I talked to President 
Putin of Russia. I told him this country 
mourns the loss of life as a result of the 
terrorist attacks, the terrorist attack on the 
school. I told him we stand shoulder to 
shoulder with them in fighting terror, that 
we abhor men who kill innocent children 
to try to achieve a dark vision. I’m also 
concerned about the decisions that are 
being made in Russia that could undermine 
democracy in Russia, that great countries, 

great democracies have a balance of power 
between central government and local gov-
ernments, a balance of power within central 
governments between the executive branch 
and the legislative branch and the judicial 
branch. As governments fight the enemies 
of democracy, they must uphold the prin-
ciples of democracy. 

I also want to say something, as we gath-
er, about Hurricane Ivan. I talked to the 
Governors of Mississippi and Alabama and 
Louisiana, tambien mi hermano, el 
Gobernador de Florida. I told him the peo-
ple of this country—I told all four Gov-
ernors the people of this country are pray-
ing for their safety. We pray that the storm 
passes as quickly as possible without any 
loss of life or loss of property, and that— 
I told them that the Government is ready 
to help. 

I appreciate Hector. I want to thank you 
for your service. I appreciate Secretary 
Evans and Secretary Chao, members of my 
Cabinet who have joined us today. I’m 
proud of your work. 

We’ve got Ambassadors here. This is an 
important month, by the way, and we’re 
tracking a lot of big shots. [Laughter] Hans 
Hertell is with us. Hans, thanks for coming. 
He’s the Ambassador to the Dominican Re-
public, mi amigo. 

Gaddi Vasquez, who’s the Director of the 
Peace Corps. Roger Noriega is Assistant 
Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere 
Affairs. Eduardo Aguirre is the Director of 
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices. Al Gonzales is my lawyer. [Laughter]
He is the White House Counsel to the 
President. Ruben Barrales is the Director 
of Intergovernmental Affairs. I’m naming 
people that work in my administration. I 
think it’s important to promote a diverse 
administration, to welcome all cultures, and 
we’re better for it here in Washington. And 
I want to thank them for their service. 
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