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prosperity and accelerate the march of free-
dom in our world. Never in the history
of the United Nations have we faced so
many opportunities to create a safer world
by building a better world. For the sake
of our common security and for the sake
of our common values, the international
community must rise to this historic mo-
ment. And the United States is prepared
to lead.
Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 7:30 a.m.
on September 17 in the Cabinet Room at
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
on September 18. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 17 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks Following a Meeting With First-Responders in Orange Beach,

Alabama
September 19, 2004

Listen, thank you all for coming. Today
I've been joined by Governor Riley and
Governor Bush, Alabama and Florida, and
Members of the Senate from Alabama,
Sessions and Shelby, Congressman Jo
Bonner, Congressman Miller from Florida,
mayors from the affected areas, Mayor
Russo, Bodenhamer, and Russell.

The devastation caused by Ivan is ter-
rible. This was a big storm that caused a
lot of damage and a lot of suffering. And
I want to thank the people that are working
hard to bring some sense of order in the
lives of these citizens, folks at the State
level and at the local level. I want to thank
the FEMA workers for laying the founda-
tion for what is going to be a recovery.

I was—I know people all across our
country join me in praying for the families
of those who suffered loss of life. I want
to thank the search and rescue teams from
all over the United States who are here,
using every possible asset they have to find
those who are still missing.

We understand thousands don’t have
power. I want to thank the power compa-
nies that understand that they have an obli-
gation and a duty to restore power as
quickly as possible. There are a lot of peo-
ple working for the power companies, a
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lot of people stringing line from all over
the southeast of our country. I want to
thank them for taking time to come down
here and help the people sorely affected
by this terrible storm.

We toured the beaches in Florida and
Alabama and saw how powerful this storm
was. But the Governors and I fully under-
stand there are people inland who have
been affected. There are people in rural
Alabama, small-town Alabama whose lives
have been turned upside down by this
storm as well, people in rural Florida who
have been affected by this storm. And I
want them to understand that when I talk
about FEMA help, FEMA help not only
extends to the beaches; it extends to people
inland here in the State of Alabama and
in Florida as well.

The amazing thing about these catas-
trophes is how the American people rise
to the occasion. The amazing thing about
devastation is how there is such compassion
in the face of such devastation. When 1
was visiting with some of the residents, they
were telling me the amount of—number
of people that have showed up just to pro-
vide help, people that have heard a call
to love a neighbor in a time of distress.
And I want to thank all those who have
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come to provide help to a neighbor in
need.

I want to appreciate our National Guard
troops who are here for providing stability.
I went to the National Guard bureau con-
vention in Vegas the other day and quoted
a woman from Florida, from the Punta
Gorda area, who said it brought her such
great comfort to see those who wear the
uniform, and I appreciate you doing that.

I want to thank the police and fire-
fighters from this part of the world, who
have been working overtime, for their com-
passion, for providing stability so people
can, at some point in time, get their lives
back in order.

The Federal Government has a responsi-
bility to provide aid as quickly as possible.
FEMA Director Brown is with me today.
He has done an excellent job on the two
hurricanes that hit Florida earlier. He will
do an excellent job on this hurricane as
well in making sure that all Federal aid
is coordinated well with the State and local
governments, making sure all the aid that
is available gets down here as quickly as
possible.

I also want to assure the farmers from
this part of the world, the nurserymen in

this part of the world that we will have
a plan worked out to help you, that we
have an obligation at the Federal level to
provide assistance, and that assistance will
be detailed so you understand what kind
of help is available. As well we under-
stand—{ully understand that the highways
have been affected here, that many of the
roads are impassible. We're going to work
with Congress to ensure that highways and
bridges are repaired as quickly as possible.

I want to thank the—again, I want to
thank the local officials for rising to the
occasion. Most of all, T want to tell the
citizens of this part of the world that we're
praying for you, that we’ll get help out here
as quickly as we can, and that we ask God’s
blessings on you and your family.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. at
Orange Beach Fire and Rescue Station 1. In
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Bob Riley
of Alabama; Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Mayor
Steve Russo of Orange Beach, AL; Mayor
David L. Bodenhamer of Gulf Shores, AL;
and Mayor Tim Russell of Foley, AL.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session in Derry, New Hampshire

September 20, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming.
I'm honored to be back. Please be seated.
Proud you all are here. Thanks for coming.
Hey, buddy, how you doing? Thank you.
It's great to be back in New Hampshire.
We carried it in 2000. With your help, we’ll
carry it again in 2004.

That's what I'm here to ask for, your
help. I do need your help. I need your
help to register your friends and neighbors.
I need your help to turn people out to
the polls in about 40-something days.
Who's counting? [Laughter] I'm here to

talk to you about making sure that you
understand I have a reason to run again.
I want to keep this country—I've got an
agenda, a vision for a safer world and a
more hopeful America.

This is going to be a little different from
most rallies. This is an opportunity for me
to talk to some of your fellow citizens here
and to talk about how we're going to make
sure America is a hopeful place, talk to
some business leaders and people who went
back to get job training, talk about tax re-
lief. I'm also going to answer questions,
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