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that belief, I sit down at the table today
with Prime Minister Koizumi of Japan, talk-
ing about the peace we all want, talking
about how we can work together to con-
front the problems of the world so our
children can live in a more peaceful world.

We will succeed in Iraq, and someday,
an American President will sit down with
a duly elected leader of Irag, and theyll
be talking about the peace in the Middle
East, and our children and our grand-
children will be better off for it.

I believe that millions plead in silence
for their freedom in the Middle East. I
believe women want to live in a free soci-
ety. I believe the moms in the Middle East
want their children to grow up in a free
world. I believe that if given a chance, the
people of the Middle East will embrace
the most honorable form of government
ever devised by man: democracy. I believe
all these things because freedom is not
America’s gift to the world; freedom is the
Almighty God’s gift to each man and
woman in this world.

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet
times in the life of a nation when little
is expected of its leaders. This is not one
of those times. This is a time that requires
firm resolve, clear vision, and a deep faith
that makes us a great nation.

None of us will ever forget that week
when one era ended and another began.
September the 14th, 2001, I stood in the
ruins of the Twin Towers. It’s a day I will
never forget. There were workers in hard-
hats there yelling at me at the top of their
lungs, “Whatever it takes.” I remember try-
ing to console a fellow. He looked me in
the eye, and he said, “Do not let me
down.” Ever since that day, I wake up
every morning thinking about how to better
protect our country. I will never relent in
defending America, whatever it takes.

When I traveled your great State 4 years
ago, I made a pledge that if I had a chance
to serve, I would uphold the honor and
the dignity of the office to which I had
been elected. With your help, with your
hard work, I will do so for 4 more years.

God bless. Thank you all for coming.
Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:58 p.m. at
the Experimental Aircraft Association, Ex-
hibit Hangar B. In his remarks, he referred
to Tim Michels, senatorial candidate in Wis-
consin, and his wife, Barbara; Wisconsin
State Treasurer Jack C. Voight; John Gard,
speaker, Wisconsin State Assembly; Richard
W. Graber, chairman, Republican Party of
Wisconsin; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom; and Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Message on the Observance of Ramadan

October 15, 2004

I send warm greetings to Muslims in the
United States and around the world as they
begin observance of Ramadan, the holiest
season in their faith.

Ramadan commemorates the revelation
of the Quran to Muhammed. By teaching
the importance of compassion, justice,
mercy, and peace, the Quran has guided
many millions of believers across the cen-

turies. Today, this holy time is still set aside
for Muslims to remember their dependence
on God through fasting and prayer, and
to show charity to those in need.

American history has taught us to wel-
come the contributions of men and women
of all faiths, for we share the fundamental
values of religious freedom, love of family,
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and gratitude to God. Americans who prac-
tice the Islamic faith enrich our society and
help our Nation build a better future.

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The President’s Radio Address
October 16, 2004

Good morning. Over the past 4 years,
I have brought a straightforward approach
to the Presidency. I tell you what I'm going
to do, and I keep my word. When I came
into office 4 years ago, the economy was
sliding into recession. Then terrorist attacks
cost our Nation nearly a million jobs in
3 months. To help families and to get this
economy growing again, I pledged to re-
duce taxes, and I kept my word. Now the
results are clear. Over the last 3 years,
America’s economy has grown at the fastest
rate of any major industrialized nation. The
homeownership rate is at an alltime high,
and we have added more than 1.9 million
new jobs in the past 13 months.

My opponent has a different approach.
Over the last 20 years, he has voted to
raise taxes 98 times. Now he is promising
over $2.2 trillion in new spending, and pay-
ing for it would require broad tax increases
on small businesses and the middle class.
I have a better plan. I will continue to
be wise with taxpayers” money, and I will
keep your taxes low.

When I came into office, too many of
our children were shuffled through school
without learning the basics. I pledged to
restore accountability and end the soft big-
otry of low expectations, and I kept my
word. Now our children are making sus-
tained progress in reading and math, and
we are closing the achievement gap for mi-
nority students.

My opponent has pledged to weaken the
No Child Left Behind Act. His proposals
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would undermine the accountability we
worked so hard to pass. I have a better
plan. We will keep demanding results for
all our children, and we will leave no child
behind.

When 1 came into office, Medicare
wasn’t paying for the prescription drugs
that can reduce health costs and save a
lot of lives. T pledged to strengthen and
modernize Medicare for our seniors, and
I kept my word. Now seniors are saving
money with drug discount cards. And in
2006, all seniors will be able to get pre-
scription drug coverage.

On health care, my opponent has a his-
tory of opposing needed reforms. He voted
against the Medicare bill even though it
was supported by the AARP and other sen-
iors groups. He has voted 10 times against
medical liability reform, and now his health
care proposal calls for bigger, more intru-
sive Government. Eight out of ten people
who get health care under his plan would
be placed on a Government program. I
have a better plan. I will protect doctors
and patients from junk lawsuits, help em-
ployees in small businesses afford health
coverage, make sure every poor county has
a community health center. And I will
make sure health decisions are always made
by patients and doctors, not by officials in
Washington, DC.

In this time of change, some things do
not change. Those are the values we try
to live by, courage and compassion, rev-
erence and integrity. I stand for a culture
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