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Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Nov. 13 

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the United 
Kingdom Concerning the Middle East Peace Process 
November 12, 2004 

The United States and the United King-
dom share a vision of freedom, peace, and 
democracy for the Broader Middle East. 
That vision must include a just and peace-
ful resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
based on two democratic states—Israel and 
Palestine—living side by side in peace and 
security. Now is the time to seize the op-
portunity of new circumstances in the re-
gion to redouble our efforts to achieve this 
goal. This will require a series of steps 
which we look forward to taking with our 
international partners and the parties. 

First, we re-commit to the overarching 
two-state vision set out by President Bush 
in his statement of June 24, 2002 and re-
peated in the Roadmap. 

Second, we will support the Palestinians 
as they choose a new President within the 
next sixty days and as they embark upon 
an electoral process that will lead to lasting 
democratic institutions. 

Third, following that, the President and 
the Prime Minister have agreed to mobilize 
international support behind a plan to en-
sure that the Palestinians have the political, 
economic, and security infrastructure they 

need to create a viable state. There will 
be no lasting solution without a Palestinian 
state that is democratic and free, including 
free press, free speech, an open political 
process, and religious tolerance. Such a 
state will need a credible and unified secu-
rity structure capable of providing security 
for the Palestinians and fighting terrorism. 
There must also be effective economic de-
velopment and transparent financial struc-
tures which provide for the economic and 
social needs of the Palestinian people. The 
plan will be developed intensively over the 
coming period of time in concert with all 
the relevant partners. 

Fourth, we endorse and support the dis-
engagement plan of Prime Minister Sharon 
from Gaza and stipulated parts of the West 
Bank as part of this overall plan. 

Fifth, these steps lay the basis for more 
rapid progress on the Roadmap as a reli-
able guide leading to final status negotia-
tions.

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

The President’s Radio Address 
November 13, 2004 

Good morning. Earlier this week, Prime 
Minister Allawi of Iraq authorized military 
operations to rid the city of Fallujah of 
Saddam holdouts and foreign terrorists. 
American marines and soldiers, alongside 
Iraqi security forces, are on the offensive 
against the killers who have been using 
Fallujah as a base of operations for terrorist 
attacks and who have held the local popu-
lation in the grip of fear. 

Fighting together, our forces have made 
significant progress in the last several days. 
They are taking back the city, clearing 
mosques of weapons and explosives stock-
piled by insurgents, and restoring order for 
law-abiding citizens. 

In the course of this operation, Iraqi 
troops have discovered new evidence of the 
enemy’s brutality. An Iraqi general has de-
scribed hostage slaughter houses, where 
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