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Remarks on Lighting the Hanukkah Menorah

December 9, 2004

Welcome, everybody, to the White
House. Hanukkah is a festive holiday that
celebrates a great victory for freedom. We
remember the liberation of Jerusalem and
a miracle witnessed in the holy temple
2,000 years ago. For 8 days the oil burned,
and the light of freedom still burns in Jew-
ish homes and synagogues everywhere.

We are honored to celebrate the miracle
of Hanukkah in the White House this
evening. We have a beautiful menorah from
the Boca Raton Synagogue in Boca Raton,
Florida. Laura and I are grateful to have
it here, and we thank Rabbi Kenneth
Brander for making that possible.

I also thank the gentlemen from Kol
Zimra, who will help us say the blessings
over the candles and bless all of us with
their music. Welcome.

The Talmud teaches that the menorah
lights should perform no function other
than to proclaim the miracle of a just and
loving God. Every generation since Judah

Maccabee has looked on these candles and
recalled the sacrifices that are made for
freedom. And in every generation, these
lights have warmed the hearts of those not
yet free.

Today, many Americans are sacrificing to
bring freedom and hope to the oppressed.
In this holiday season, we pray for the safe-
ty of our troops, for the success of the
mission, and for their speedy return home.

And tonight we have asked the three eld-
est children of one of our Jewish chaplains,
Army Chaplain Shmuel Felzenberg, now on
duty in Iraq, to do the honors of lighting
the menorah. Will Menachem, Chaim, and
Miriam Felzenberg are here to light the
candles.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. in
the Bookseller’s Area in the East Wing at
the White House.

Remarks on the Nomination of Samuel W. Bodman To Be Secretary of

Energy
December 10, 2004

The President. Thank you. Good morn-
ing. Today I am announcing my nomination
of Sam Bodman as Secretary of Energy.
I am pleased to welcome Sam’s wife,
Diane, and all his family members—I em-
phasize “all”’—for coming today. Welcome
to the White House.

Sam Bodman is an experienced executive
who has served in my administration as
Deputy Secretary of Commerce and Dep-
uty Secretary of the Treasury. During his
varied and distinguished career in the pri-
vate sector, Sam has been a professor at
MIT, president of an investment firm, the

chairman and CEO of an industrial com-
pany with operations worldwide. In aca-
demics, in business, and in government,
Sam Bodman has shown himself to be a
problemsolver who knows how to set goals,
and he knows how to reach them. He will
bring to the Department of Energy a great
talent for management and the precise
thinking of an engineer. I thank him for
agreeing to serve once again.

The Department of Energy has respon-
sibilities that directly affect all Americans,
from the security of nuclear facilities to
reducing the risk of nuclear proliferation
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around the world to environmental cleanup
to enhancing conservation and developing
new sources of energy for the future. Every
day, employees at the Department of En-
ergy are working to protect the American
people and to ensure that our country’s
homes and businesses have reliable, safe,
and affordable supplies of energy.

During the last 4 years, the Department
of Energy has been active and effective
and has delivered important results for the
American people. We've taken vital steps
to upgrade the Nation’s energy infrastruc-
ture. We have begun an ambitious research
program to develop a viable hydrogen-pow-
ered automobile. We have strengthened co-
operation between the United States and
foreign governments to safeguard nuclear
materials and to fight proliferation.

For these achievements and more, the
Nation is grateful to Secretary Spencer
Abraham. As a United States Senator and
a Cabinet Secretary, Spence has shown
himself to be a man of integrity and wis-
dom. He’s a good man, a superior public
servant, and a friend. And I thank Spence
for leading his Department so ably, and
I wish him and Jane all the best.

During the next 4 years, we will continue
to enhance our economic security and our
national security through sound energy pol-
icy. We will pursue more energy close to

Remarks at Fort Belvoir, Virginia
December 10, 2004

Listen, Laura and I are thrilled to be
out here, and we want to thank you all
for greeting us and thank you for giving
us a chance to participate in this assembly
line of compassion.

First, I want to thank Elaine Rogers, who
is the president of the USO of metropolitan
Washington. Ned Powell—I appreciate Ned
for being here as well. It turns out that
my grandfather Prescott S. Bush was the
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home, in our own country and in our own
hemisphere, so that we're less dependent
on energy from unstable parts of the world.
We will continue improving pipelines and
gas terminals and powerlines, so that en-
ergy flow is reliable. We will develop and
deploy the latest technology to provide a
new generation of cleaner and more effi-
cient energy sources. We will promote
strong conservation measures.

In all these steps, we will bring greater
certainty of costs and supply, and that cer-
tainty is essential to economic growth and
job creation. And we will continue to work
closely with Congress to produce com-
prehensive legislation that moves America
toward greater energy independence. I'm
optimistic about the task ahead, and T know
Sam Bodman is the right man to lead this
important and vital agency. So I urge the
Senate to confirm his nomination without
delay.

Congratulations, Sam.

[At this point, Secretary-designate Bodman
made brief remarks.]

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:44 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Secretary-designate Bodman.

first president and CEO of USO, so it’s
only fitting that I'm coming—working in
the assembly line. [Laughter] But I want
to thank you for your leadership.

I want to thank Cheryl Hall. T want to
thank Colonel T.W. Williams, the garrison
commander of Ft. Belvoir. I want to thank
Command Sergeant Major Andre Douglas.
He reminded me that he and I spent
Thanksgiving together last year in Baghdad.
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