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In this new century, Americans require a 
reliable and affordable supply of energy. 
I proposed a comprehensive energy policy 
to reduce our dependence on foreign oil. 
In this new century, Americans need to 
know that if they work hard their whole 
lives, they will retire with dignity, so we’re 
working to save Social Security to ensure 
that the next generation of retirees will be 
as secure in their retirement as today’s gen-
eration. 

As we work to deliver opportunity at 
home, we’re also keeping you safe from 
threats from abroad. We went to war be-
cause we were attacked, and we are at war 
today because there are still people out 
there who want to harm our country and 
hurt our citizens. Some may disagree with 
my decision to remove Saddam Hussein 
from power, but all of us can agree that 
the world’s terrorists have now made Iraq 
a central front in the war on terror. These 
foreign terrorists violently oppose the rise 
of a free and democratic Iraq, because they 
know that when we replace despair and 
hatred with liberty and hope, they lose 
their recruiting grounds for terror. 

Our troops are fighting these terrorists 
in Iraq so you will not have to face them 
here at home. We mourn every one of 
these brave men and women who have 
given his or her life for our liberty. The 
terrorists know they cannot defeat our 
troops, so they seek to weaken our Nation’s 
resolve. They know there is no room for 
them in a free and democratic Middle East, 
so the terrorists and insurgents are trying 
to get us to retreat. Their goal is to get 
us to leave before Iraqis have had a chance 
to show the region what a Government that 
is elected and truly accountable to its citi-
zens can do for its people. 

Time and again, the Iraqi people have 
defied the skeptics who claim they are not 

up to the job of building a free society. 
Nearly a year ago, Iraqis showed they were 
ready to resume sovereignty. A few months 
ago, Iraqis showed they could hold free 
elections. This week, Iraqis have worked 
on an agreement to expand their constitu-
tional drafting committee to ensure that all 
communities are represented in the proc-
ess. I am confident that Iraqis will continue 
to defy the skeptics if they build a new 
Iraq that represents the diversity of their 
nation and assumes greater responsibility 
for their own security. And when they do, 
our troops can come home with the honor 
they have earned. 

This mission isn’t easy, and it will not 
be accomplished overnight. We’re fighting 
a ruthless enemy that relishes the killing 
of innocent men, women, and children. By 
making their stand in Iraq, the terrorists 
have made Iraq a vital test for the future 
security of our country and the free world. 
We will settle for nothing less than victory. 

I’ll continue to act to keep our people 
safe from harm and our future bright. To-
gether we will do what Americans have al-
ways done, build a better and more peace-
ful world for our children and grand-
children. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:39 a.m. 
on June 17 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 
18. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on June 18 but 
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. In his address, the President referred 
to former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 
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The President’s News Conference With European Union Leaders 
June 20, 2005 

President Bush. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Thanks for coming. There will be 
opening statements from the three leaders, 
and then we’ll take two questions from the 
American side, two questions from the Eu-
ropean side. 

I want to appreciate Council President 
Juncker and Commission President Barroso, 
the High Representative Solana and the 
delegation for coming to the White House 
today. I’ve really enjoyed our conversation 
and enjoyed our lunch. We’ve covered a 
lot of topics, and they’re important topics. 

During the conversation, our talks re-
minded me about the importance of our 
partnership and the fact that this partner-
ship is based on common values and shared 
aspirations, a partnership that really has 
helped build a Europe that is whole, free, 
and at peace. The United States continues 
to support a strong European Union as a 
partner in spreading freedom and democ-
racy and security and prosperity throughout 
the world. My message to these leaders 
and these friends was that we want a Eu-
rope strong so we can work together to 
achieve important objectives and important 
goals. 

One of those important objectives and 
important goals is the advance of freedom 
in order to spread peace. We talked about 
the Middle East. We support the vision 
of two democratic states, Israel and Pal-
estine living side by side in peace. 

We talked about Iraq. This week in Brus-
sels, the EU and the U.S. are cohosting 
a conference of over 80 countries and inter-
national organizations to build support for 
a free and prosperous Iraq. And I want 
to thank the leaders for that important ini-
tiative. I think it’s an important signal for 
people to hear loud and clear that there 
may have been past differences over Iraq, 
but as we move forward, there is a need 

for the world to work together so that 
Iraq’s democracy will succeed. 

We talked about Afghanistan, and I ap-
preciate the contributions of EU member 
nations to—efforts of—within Afghanistan. 
After all, 23 members of the EU are con-
tributing troops in Afghanistan, and 12 
members of the EU are contributing troops 
in Iraq, and we appreciate those contribu-
tions. 

We talked about the broader Middle 
East. We talked about the need for us to 
continually support democratic movements. 
We talked about the Ukraine and Georgia 
as well as the Balkans. The point is, is 
that we understand that democratic nations 
are nations that are—will answer to the 
hopes and aspirations of their people, and 
democratic nations are nations that will 
help us keep the peace. 

We talked about terrorism. We talked 
about visas. We talked about the need to 
continue to share information to make sure 
that we cut off money flows to terrorist 
groups and prevent terrorist organizations 
from obtaining weapons of mass destruc-
tion. 

We talked about Iran, and I com-
plimented the EU, complimented Mr. 
Solana as well as the Foreign Ministers 
from Great Britain and Germany and 
France for sending a clear message to the 
leadership in Iran that we’re not going to 
tolerate the development of a nuclear 
weapon. 

We talked about our collaborative efforts 
in Darfur. The EU and NATO are working 
together to help deploy AU peacekeepers 
in Darfur. And I want to thank the leader-
ship here. 

We talked about our economies. There’s 
about a trillion dollars’ worth of trade that 
takes place on an annual basis between the 
EU and the United States, and that’s im-
portant. It’s important for people working 
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here in the United States and people work-
ing in Europe to understand that trade 
helps keep—people keep a job. And I rec-
ognize that when there’s that much trade, 
there’s going to be disputes. But we’ll work 
those disputes out for the sake of our re-
spective countries. 

We’re committed to the Doha round of 
the WTO. We’re committed to trade that 
is fair and free. We spent a lot of time 
talking about China and how to make sure 
that China understands there are WTO 
rules that must be adhered to and that 
China should work to do something with 
her currency so that the trade between our 
respective countries is fair. That’s all we 
want. We just want there to be a level 
playing field. The people in Europe can 
compete and the people in the United 
States can compete if we have fair rules 
and fair trade. And so we talked about how 
we can work together to make sure that 
the world trades more freely and more fair-
ly for the sake of our peoples. 

All in all, we’ve had a great discussion. 
And I’m proud to welcome these two men 
here to the podium here in the East Room 
of the White House. I want to thank you 
for coming. I want to thank you for your 
friendship. 

Which one wants to go first? The oldest 
guy. [Laughter] 

Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker. As 
the Commission—as the Commission is 
slow in decisions, I’ll take the floor imme-
diately. [Laughter] 

President Barroso and myself, we were 
pleased with the meeting we had with 
President Bush, the Vice President, and a 
certain number of Secretaries. We in-
formed our strongest ally of recent develop-
ments and events in the European Union. 
We explained in detail what the real mean-
ing of the French ‘‘no’’ and the Dutch ‘‘no’’ 
in the recent constitution referenda really 
are about. We were informing the Presi-
dent on the budgetary issue. As you know, 
we were unable during the recent Euro-
pean summit to agree on the so-called fi-

nancial prospectus for the period 2007– 
2013. 

We made clear in our frank and open 
and friendly talks with the President that 
the European is not at its knees but that 
the European Union is playing the role it 
has on the international scene, that we feel 
strongly committed to the relations we have 
established with partners throughout the 
world and mainly with the U.S., the U.S. 
being not only a strategic partner but the 
most important partner we have, not only 
as far as political strength relations are con-
cerned but also as far as heart relations 
are concerned, that the European Union 
will table its decisions after the next coming 
months and probably years on the Nice 
Treaty, which is in place and which allows 
the European Union to function in a prop-
er way and not as proper way as the con-
stitution would have allowed us to do, but 
the European Union is there. 

We were discussing, which was of quite 
huge importance, economic reform in the 
European Union. We adopted a few 
months ago in March the midterm review, 
the Lisbon Strategy. This is a huge program 
of economic and social reforms. It’s clearly 
paving the way for a more competitive Eu-
rope, for a Europe taking its part in the 
world’s economic development. We were 
discussing a certain number of monetary 
issues concerning both the U.S. and the 
European Union, discussing our relations 
with other trade partners in the world and 
with other monetary players in the world. 

In fact, the visit we paid to President 
Bush at the end of the Luxembourg’s Presi-
dency of the Council is a happy conclusion 
of the 6 months, Luxembourg’s period. In 
Europe, we had the pleasure for having 
President Bush with us in Europe on the 
22d of February. This was a huge signal 
the President was sending to Europe. It 
was in the course of that meeting that, 
in fact, both the President and myself, we 
decided to call for this Iraq conference, 
which will take place the other day in Brus-
sels. 
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