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threat to the national security and foreign
policy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency de-
clared with respect to the Western Balkans
and maintain in force the comprehensive
sanctions to respond to this threat.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
June 23, 2005.

NotE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jafari of

Iraq
June 24, 2005

President Bush. Thank you very much.
Mr. Prime Minister, I am honored to wel-
come you to the White House. As the lead-
er of Irags first democratically elected
Government in more than 50 years, you
are helping to lift your country from dec-
ades of fear and oppression.

The Prime Minister is a great Iraqi pa-
triot. He’s a friend of liberty. He’s a strong
partner for peace and freedom. For more
than two decades, he served the cause of
Iraqi freedom in exile as a fierce opponent
of Saddam Hussein’s tyranny. Today, this
medical doctor now serves his people as
he works to build a new Iraq.

I told the Prime Minister that the Amer-
ican people share his democratic vision for
Iraq. I told him of our Nation’s deep and
abiding respect for Islam, for the people
of Iraq, and for the potential of the nation
that now belongs to them.

Today we meet at a critical moment in
the history of this proud nation. In just
a few days, we will mark the first anniver-
sary of the return of Iraq to its people.
In the year since then, the Iraqis can take

credit from [for]® some extraordinary
achievements in the face of tremendous
challenge.

Seven months after resuming sovereignty
over their nation, the Iragi people defied

*White House correction.

the car bombers and assassins to hold their
first free elections in a half century. In
April, the newly elected Transitional Na-
tional Assembly formed a Government and
appointed Dr. Jafari as the Prime Minister.
This month, after a spirited debate, the
Iraqis reached an agreement to expand
their constitutional drafting committee to
include more Sunni Arabs, so that this im-
portant community also has a strong voice
in shaping the future of their country.

The Prime Minister and I discussed the
important work the Iraqis have before them
in the months ahead. This work includes
drafting a permanent constitution for a free
Iraq, submitting it to the Iraqi people for
approval, and then holding new elections
to choose a constitutional Government.
These are monumental tasks, yet at every
step of the way so far, the Iraqi people
have met their strategic objectives, and the
terrorists have failed to stop them. I com-
mend the Prime Minister and his fellow
Iraqis for their hard work and courage. And
I'm confident that the Iragi people will
continue to defy the skeptics as they as-
sume greater responsibility for their secu-
rity and build a new Iraq that represents
their diversity.

The way ahead is not going to be easy.
The killings and roadside bombings that we
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see underscore that freedom in Iraq is op-
posed by a violent and ruthless enemy with
no regard for human life. The enemy in-
cludes former members of Saddam
Hussein’s regime. The enemy includes
criminal elements, and the enemy includes
foreign terrorists. The terrorists are fighting
in Iraq because they know a free Iraq in
the heart of the Middle East will deal a
severe blow to an ideology that lives on
oppression and fear. By securing Iraqgi de-
mocracy, we will make America and our
friends and allies around the world safer.

The enemy’s goal is to drive us out of
Iraq before the Iraqis have established a
secure, democratic Government. They will
not succeed. Our goal is clear, a democratic
and peaceful Iraq that represents all Iraqis.
Our troops will continue to train Iragi secu-
rity forces so these forces can defend their
country and to protect their people from
terror. And as Iragis become more capable
in defending their nation, our troops will
eventually return home with the honor they
have earned.

As the Iraqi people stand up for their
freedom, they know that the free world
is now standing with them. Earlier this
week, more than 80 countries and inter-
national organizations came together in
Brussels to discuss how to help Iraq pro-
vide for its security and rebuild its country.
And next month, donor countries will meet
in Jordan to discuss Iraqi reconstruction.

I appreciate Prime Minister Jafari’s brave
leadership. Prime Minister Jafari is a bold
man. I've enjoyed my discussions with you,
Prime Minister. He is a frank, open fellow
who is willing to tell me what's on his
mind. And what is on his mind is peace
and security for the people of Iraq, and
what is on his mind is a democratic future
that is hopeful.

I want to thank you for your courage.
I want to thank you for your understanding
about the nature of free societies. I want
to thank you for helping Iraq become a
beacon of freedom.
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Prime Minister ]afari’s visit comes at an
important time. I want to thank you for
coming.

Prime Minister Jafari. Thank you very
much.

President Bush. Welcome.

Prime Minister Jafari. Thank you very
much. I want to thank the United States
people for their courage and commitment
against terrorism and for democracy in our
country.

I visited hospital in the past month in
Turkey, Muthanna, and yesterday in Wash-
ington, DC. There were Iragis and Amer-
ican. They had suffered side by side, and
they were on a common enemy: terrorism.
They were fighting for the security of Iraq
but also of American. This is not the time
to fall back—to fall back. We owe it to
those who have made sacrifices to continue
toward the goals they fought.

I see from up close what’s happening
in Iraq, and I know we are making steady
and substantial progress. People said Sad-
dam would not fall, and he did. They say
the election would not happen, and they
did. They say the constitution will not be
written, but it will. And the political proc-
ess—J[inaudible]—including ~ the  Sunni
Arabs, will further undermine the terrorists.
They have joined the parliamentary com-
mittee and the Government, and they will
take part in the next elections.

[At this point, Prime Minister Jafari spoke
in Arabic, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.]

Another time I would like to thank and
commend Mr. President for his hospitality
and his receiving me here and for the sub-
jects we discussed together. And also he
was frank and transparent, and he gave me
very good feelings towards the people in
Iraq. I would also like to thank the Amer-
ican people for standing beside the Iraqi
people, going through these difficult times.
No doubt our people will never forget
those who stand beside Iraq, particularly
at these terrible times. We do appreciate
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