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Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Bankruptcy Reform 
Legislation 
April 14, 2005 

I commend the House for acting in bi-
partisan fashion to curb abuses of the bank-
ruptcy system. These commonsense reforms 
will make the system stronger and better 

so that more Americans—especially lower 
income Americans—have greater access to 
credit. I look forward to signing the bill 
into law. 

Remarks in a Discussion on Strengthening Social Security in Kirtland, Ohio 
April 15, 2005 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Please be seated. I appreciate you coming, 
Steve, thanks. Glad to give you a ride home 
on Air Force One. [Laughter] I really do 
like working with Steve. He’s a thoughtful 
fellow who cares about issues, and this is— 
what we’re here to talk about is an impor-
tant issue, which is Social Security. 

Before I do, I want to thank the commu-
nity college for hosting us. I’m a big be-
liever in community colleges. Community 
colleges have got the capacity to change 
curriculum to meet the needs of a local 
workforce, for example. And one of the 
real challenges of the 21st century is to 
make sure people have got the skills nec-
essary to fill the jobs of the 21st century. 
And a fabulous place to find those skills 
is our community colleges. 

So thanks for what you do. Thanks for 
being a host. Thanks for letting us come 
and have a—what I think you’ll find to 
be a really interesting educational experi-
ence about a vital issue confronting the 
country. 

I want to thank Lieutenant Governor 
Bruce Johnson for joining us today. I ap-
preciate State Treasurer Jennette Bradley 
for joining us today. 

I want to thank the mayor, Ed Podojil, 
who is here. I appreciate you, Mr. Mayor. 
And I want to thank Dave Anderson. The 
last time I saw Dave, I said to Dave, I 

said, ‘‘Dave, fill the potholes.’’ [Laughter] 
That’s just a piece of advice. [Laughter] 
And so I saw him in line coming in. He 
said, ‘‘I’m just here to report for duty, Mr. 
President. I did fill the potholes.’’ [Laugh-
ter] You’d get reelected if you want to run 
again. [Laughter] 

Anyway, I want to thank Anita Isom, 
who’s with us. Anita is a young lady I met 
when we landed there at the airport in 
Cleveland. She is a volunteer, and she has 
helped and been awarded because of her 
reading-related activities that benefit others. 
The reason I like to mention a soul like 
Anita is that, no matter what your age, no 
matter where you live, you can help this 
country by becoming a volunteer, by help-
ing somebody who hurts, by teaching some-
body to read, or feed somebody who’s hun-
gry, or put your arm around somebody who 
needs love. 

I like to remind people that the greatest 
strength of this country is the heart and 
souls of our fellow citizens and the great 
compassion of our people. And so if you’re 
interested in serving America, do so by be-
coming a volunteer in the community in 
which you live and help change this country 
one heart and one soul at a time. 

So, Anita, thanks for coming. Thanks for 
meeting me at the airport. 

Let me talk about Social Security. I 
could be talking about a lot of things, peace 
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