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reform and optimism and results, the party 
that is moving this Nation forward. 

All of us in Washington have a duty to 
the people who sent us here. Political par-
ties can take one of two approaches. One 
approach is to lead, to focus on the people’s 
business, to take on the tough problems. 
And that is exactly what our party’s done. 

The other approach is to simply do noth-
ing, to delay solutions, obstruct progress, 
refuse to take responsibility. Members of 
the other party have worked with us to 
achieve important reforms on some issues. 
Yet too often, their leadership prefers to 
block the ideas of others. We hear ‘‘no’’ 
to making tax relief permanent. We hear 
‘‘no’’ to Social Security reform. We hear 
‘‘no’’ to confirming Federal judges. We 
hear ‘‘no’’ to a highly qualified U.N. Am-
bassador. We hear ‘‘no’’ to medical liability 
reform. On issue after issue, they stand for 
nothing except obstruction, and this is not 
leadership. It is the philosophy of the stop 
sign, the agenda of the roadblock, and our 
country and our children deserve better. 

Political parties that choose the path of 
obstruction will not gain the trust of the 
American people. If leaders of the other 
party have innovative ideas, let’s hear them. 
But if they have no ideas or policies except 
obstruction, they should step aside and let 
others lead. 

We’re a party that’s gotten things done. 
Because we acted to pass the largest tax 
relief in a generation, our economy is grow-
ing again. We’ve created more than 3.5 mil-
lion new jobs during the last 2 years. More 
Americans are working today than ever be-
fore in our Nation’s history. 

To keep this economy growing and cre-
ating jobs, we need to make the tax relief 
permanent. We need to get rid of the death 
tax forever. And we can do something else 
about taxes. I’ve appointed a bipartisan 
panel to examine our incoherent, out-of- 
date Tax Code. When their recommenda-
tions are delivered, I’m looking forward to 
working with the United States Congress 
to give this Nation a Tax Code that is 

progrowth, easy to understand, and fair to 
all. 

Our party is the party of economic 
growth, and our party is the party of spend-
ing restraint. I’ve submitted the first budget 
to actually cut nonsecurity discretionary 
spending since Ronald Reagan was the 
President. Now the Congress needs to act 
to hold nondiscretionary spending below 
last year’s level. The budget we submitted 
adheres to an interesting principle. It says 
taxpayers’ money should be spent wisely 
or not spent at all. 

We need to have a fiscally responsible 
highway bill that modernizes our roads and 
bridges and improves safety and creates 
jobs. We’re on our way to cutting this def-
icit in half in 5 years, and I want to thank 
the Members of Congress for holding the 
line and doing what’s right for the Amer-
ican taxpayer. 

In order to make sure this economy 
grows, we need an energy bill. Four years 
ago, I presented Congress with a com-
prehensive energy strategy that encourages 
conservation, renewable sources of energy 
like ethanol and biodiesel, that says we can 
use nuclear energy in a clean way, that 
recognizes the need to spend money on 
clean coal technology. It’s an energy plan 
that will make us less dependent on foreign 
sources of energy. For the sake of national 
security and for the sake of economic secu-
rity, Congress needs to get a bill to my 
desk before the August recess. 

We’re proudly the party of free and fair 
trade. During my administration and thanks 
to the good works of Congress, we’ve 
opened up markets for millions of con-
sumers of U.S. products. And now we have 
an opportunity to continue to open up new 
markets with CAFTA, the Central Amer-
ican and Dominican Republic Free Trade 
act. Right now most of the goods coming 
from the Central American countries enter 
into our country duty-free. Yet our goods 
are not received in their countries duty- 
free. For the sake of free trade, for the 
sake of fair trade, for the sake of good 
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