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can communicate with their people so we
can engage in a fruitful dialog about what
it means to live in liberty.

We've living in dangerous and chal-
lenging times, yet this is also a moment
of great hope and opportunity. Across the
world, hearts and minds are opening to the
message of human liberty as never before.
In the last 2 years alone, tens of millions
have voted for the first time in Afghanistan,
Iraq, Lebanon, Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine, and
Georgia. And as they claim their freedom,
they are inspiring millions more across the
broader Middle East. We must encourage
their aspirations. We must nurture free-
dom’s progress.

Karen will deliver the message of free-
dom with humility and compassion and de-
termination. She knows that freedom is not
America’s gift to the world. She knows that
freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to every
man, woman, and child in this world. She
will help America seize this moment of op-
portunity by working with other nations and
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peoples to replace tyranny with tolerance
and overcome hatred with hope. Together,
we're going to help millions achieve the
non-negotiable demands of human dignity,
so they can build a better life for their
children, and so we can lay the foundation
of peace for our children and grand-
children.

Karen, good luck in your task. May God
bless you.

[At this point, Under Secretary Hughes was
sworn into office.]

The President. Good luck.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in
the Benjamin Franklin Room at the State
Department. In his remarks, he referred to
Afghanistan’s Ambassador to the U.S. Said
Tayeb Jawad; and Prime Minister Tony Blair
of the United Kingdom. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of Under Secretary
Hughes and Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice, who introduced the President.
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Thank you all very much. Thank you.
Welcome to the White House. Laura and
I are honored that youre here today. We
recognize a group of Americans whose
bravery and commitment to their fellow
citizens showed us the true meaning of her-
oism.

The 442 names you just heard belong
to men and women of uncommon valor
and decency and honor. On one of the
worst days our country has ever witnessed,
we witnessed the courage of some of the
finest people our country has ever pro-
duced. And their sacrifice will always be
remembered.

I want to thank the Attorney General.
I welcome Members of the United States
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Congress and the United States Senate who
have joined us, Bill Frist, Senator Schumer,
Congressman Fossella, Congressman Crow-
ley—Dby the way, thank you for bringing
your mother—Congressman Wolf, Con-
gressman Smith, Congressman King, Con-
gressman McCarthy, Congressman Israel.

I want to thank Ray Kelly, the police
commissioner for the great city of New
York. I thank all the fire chiefs, police
chiefs, Port Authority personnel. I particu-
larly want to thank the men and women
who are on the frontline of making us safe.
Thank you all for coming today.

The 9/11 Heroes Medal of Valor honors
the public safety officers who gave their
lives on September the 11th. On that day,
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firefighters, police officers, emergency
medical technicians, Port Authority per-
sonnel, and other public safety officers per-
formed their jobs with extraordinary dis-
tinction in the face of unspeakable terror.

We're grateful to the families and friends
who have come here to honor their mem-
ory. We know that the sense of loss you
feel does not disappear with time. Four
years later, you still miss your loved ones.
America admires your courage in the face
of such terrible pain. And your loved ones
will always have the thanks and admiration
and respect of a grateful nation.

When America has been challenged,
there has always been citizens willing to
step forward and risk their lives for the
rest of us. Over the last 11 days in Lou-
isiana and Mississippi and Alabama, we
have again seen acts of great compassion
and extraordinary bravery from America’s
first-responders.  Firefighters and police,
and U.S. Coast Guard men and women,
and National Guardsmen and active duty
forces, disaster and medical assistance
teams, search and rescue units from all
over the United States have descended on
the gulf coast to help the victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina. They have faced the storm’s
destruction with valor and determination,
and their hard work has saved lives in the
face of great adversity.

We're still at the beginning of a huge
effort. The tasks before us are enormous.
Yet so is the heart of the United States.
We're grateful to the emergency personnel
who are working to assist victims and re-
store communities affected by this disaster.
In these difficult days, we have again seen
the great strength and character and resolve
of America. And we will continue to work
to help the people who are struggling.

In every community, we depend on those
who carry the badge, who keep the peace
and protect our citizens. And in times of
national crisis, all Americans are grateful
to those who answer the alarms and run
toward danger and provide urgent care.
Those who place their own lives at risk

for others must be recognized and honored
by their fellow citizens.

And 4 years ago, America saw the unpar-
alleled heroism of our Nation’s public safe-
ty officers. We lost brave rescue workers
who gave their lives so that others could
live. We lost many other citizens who as-
sisted in the rescue efforts and whose cour-
age and sacrifice that day made them ex-
traordinary.

On September the 11th, 2001, America
lost Firefighter Donny Regan of Rescue
Company 3 in Bronx. During his 17-year
career with the New York City Fire De-
partment, he was cited six times for brav-
ery. And today our Nation honors Donny’s
final act of courage. His son, Peter, lost
a father on September the 11th; today, he
carries on his father’s legacy. Peter followed
his dad’s footsteps to the fire department.
Today, he is defending our freedom as a
Reservist with the 3d Battalion, 25th Ma-
rine Regiment in Iraq.

On September the 11th, 2001, America
lost Firefighter Ronnie Gies of Squad 288
in Queens. Ronnie had been with the New
York Fire Department since 1988. He
rushed downtown to the World Trade Cen-
ter. A video of the day showed Ronnie on
his way into the towers. His wife says, “You
see him straight on, carrying equipment
with such a look of determination.” His
own son, Tommy, graduated from the
FDNY Academy last August and is now
a member of Ladder 147 in Brooklyn. And
were grateful for Tommy’s courage and
service.

On September the 11th, 2001, America
lost Senior Court Officer Thomas Jurgens,
one of about 25 New York State Court
officers who responded after the plane hit
the first tower. Thomas’s last radio trans-
mission came from inside the burning
tower, after he’d been warned to get out
because the danger was too great. He re-
fused to leave his post. His last words be-
fore signing off were, “There are people
here who need our help.”
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On September the 11th, 2001, America
lost New York City Police Officer Moira
Smith. Moira is remembered by friends for
her fearless spirit on and off the job. She
ran with the bulls in Spain. And in 1991,
she ran into a subway tunnel to rescue doz-
ens of people trapped in one of the worst
subway accidents in New York history. On
September the 11th, 2001, she ran toward
danger once again, into the burning towers
of the World Trade Center. A broker she
helped to safety remembers her steady blue
eyes and her even voice. The next day’s
papers carried an image of Moira helping
an injured man out of the tower, before
she rushed back in to save others. And
the tower collapsed around her. One of
Moira’s colleagues said, “She could have
saved herself, but nothing would have
stopped her saving one more person.”

These are some of the examples, only
a few of the examples, of the extraordinary
bravery that took place that day. All the
brave men and women we recognize today
brought credit to the uniform and honor
to the United States of America.

And one way our Nation can honor their
sacrifice is to win the war on terror. On
September the 11th, 2001, we saw the fu-
ture that terrorists intend for us. And I
made a decision. America will not wait to
be attacked again. We will take the fight

The President’s Radio Address
September 10, 2005

Good morning. On Sunday, our Nation
will observe the fourth anniversary of the
September the 11th terrorist attacks. Every
American has memories of that day that
will never leave them. We remember the
images of fire and terror at the Pentagon,
in Pennsylvania, and in the heart of New
York City.

We remember the ruthlessness of those
who murdered the innocent and took joy

1412

to the enemy, and well defend our free-
dom.

And since that day we've taken the fight
to the enemy. We're hunting down the ter-
rorists in mountains in Afghanistan, in tribal
regions of Pakistan, in the deserts of Iraq,
and on islands of Southeast Asia, and the
Horn of Africa. We're fighting the terror-
ists, and we're fighting their murderous ide-
ology by spreading the hope of freedom
across the broader Middle East. Free na-
tions are peaceful nations, and by advancing
freedom’s cause, we are laying the founda-
tion of peace for our children and our
grandchildren.

We will succeed. And the legacy of peace
and freedom we leave behind will be the
greatest memorial to your fallen family
members and friends.

The heroes of September the 11th will
not be here to see that day. But their
moms and dads and children and grand-
children can know, a proud America will
always stand in the long shadow of their
service and sacrifice, and a proud nation
will always remember them.

May God bless you all, and may God
forever bless the memories of those who
sacrificed on behalf of our citizens.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

in their suffering. We remember the cour-
age of the police and firefighters and res-
cue personnel who rushed into burning
buildings to save lives, knowing they might
never emerge. And we remember the vic-
tims, moms and dads, sons and daughters,
brothers and sisters, husbands and wives,
and the loved ones they left behind.

As night fell on America on September
the 11th, 2001, we felt grief and great
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