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there’s progress being made in this part 
of the world. We’ve got some people work-
ing here because of the ingenuity of the 
plant managers. Behind me you see tem-
porary housing where this company has 
provided housing for the folks who work 
here. 

Mayor C. Ray Nagin. FEMA helped. 
The President. And FEMA helped with 

that. And what you’re beginning to see is 
a revitalized economy. Progress is being 
made toward meeting the mayor’s vision 
of a—and my vision and everybody’s vision 
involved with this of a vibrant New Orleans 
and surrounding parishes. 

The other thing, I’ve just come from a 
briefing about Hurricane Rita—or Storm 
Rita, now a category 2 hurricane—and we 
were watching very closely, of course, its 
track. All up and down this coastline, peo-
ple are now preparing for what is antici-
pated to be yet another significant storm. 
Admiral Allen is going to stay in charge 
of the Louisiana/Mississippi area. We’ve got 
another admiral who is now being stationed 
in Texas to coordinate the relief response. 
We’ve got military assets that are being 
taken out of the New Orleans area, out 
of harm’s way, and have come back in be-
hind the storm, to follow up where it’s 
needed. 

I’ve been in touch with the Governor 
of Texas. I’ve been briefed on the planning 
for what we pray is not a devastating 
storm—but there’s one coming. And I ap-
preciate the mayor recognizing that, and 
he made a wise decision to say to people, 
‘‘Be cautious about returning here because 
a flood—a rain of any amount could cause 
these levees to break again.’’ 

But progress is being made. As I said 
in Mississippi, I was pleased to see the 
progress being made on the ground. 
There’s still a lot of work, but they’re mak-
ing progress. And they’re making progress 
here in New Orleans too. Again, we’ve got 
a lot of work to do, but people are deter-
mined to get the job done. 

Anyway, I want to thank you for having 
me. Thanks for having me back. Thank you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. at 
the Folgers Coffee plant. In his remarks, he 
referred to Mayor C. Ray Nagin of New Or-
leans, LA; Vice Adm. Thad W. Allen, USCG, 
U.S. Coast Guard Chief of Staff; Rear Adm. 
Larry L. Hereth, USCG, commander, Fifth 
Coast Guard District; and Gov. Rick Perry 
of Texas. 

Statement on the Death of Simon Wiesenthal 
September 20, 2005 

Laura and I are saddened by the death 
of Simon Wiesenthal, a tireless and pas-
sionate advocate who devoted his life to 
tracking down Nazi killers and promoting 
freedom. Simon Wiesenthal lost 89 relatives 
in the Holocaust, yet he survived the death 
camps himself. He gathered intelligence to 
be used in war crimes trials and also passed 

on important information that led to the 
conviction of Adolf Eichmann. Throughout 
his long career, he relentlessly pursued 
those responsible for some of the most hor-
rific crimes against humanity the world has 
ever known. Simon Wiesenthal fought for 
justice, and history will always remember 
him. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Accession 
of Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia to 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
September 20, 2005 

Dear lllll : 
Consistent with section 2(10) of the Sen-

ate’s resolution of advice and consent to 
ratification of the Protocols to the North 
Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession 
of Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Ro-
mania, Slovakia, and Slovenia of May 8, 
2003 (Treaty Doc. 108–4), I am pleased 
to submit to the Congress the enclosed re-
port prepared by my Administration. 

This report is classified due to the nature 
of the information it contains regarding 
NATO’s internal decision-making processes. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard 
G. Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, 
Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations; John W. Warner, chair-
man, and Carl Levin, ranking member, Sen-
ate Committee on Armed Services; Thad 
Cochran, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, 
ranking member, Senate Committee on Ap-
propriations; Henry L. Hyde, chairman, and 
Tom Lantos, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on International Relations; C.W. Jerry 
Lewis, chairman, and David R. Obey, rank-
ing member, House Committee on Appro-
priations; and Duncan Hunter, chairman, 
and Ike Skelton, ranking member, House 
Committee on Armed Services. This letter 
was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on September 21. 

Remarks at the Republican Jewish Coalition 20th Anniversary Luncheon 
September 21, 2005 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank 
you. Thanks for the warm welcome. Thank 
you. Thanks for the warm welcome. I’m 
honored to join you in celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the Republican Jewish Coali-
tion. The RJC has been a powerful voice 
for the values of limited government, free 
enterprise, and a strong national defense. 
I want to thank you for your patriotism. 
I want to thank you to the devotion to 
our country. Because of your efforts, I real-
ly believe America is a stronger and better 
place. 

I’m particularly pleased to be invited to 
help pay tribute to one of the founders 
of this organization, Max Fisher. He was 
a trusted adviser to many Presidents, start-
ing with Ike. He has been a friend of my 

family’s. I was honored to count him as 
a wise counselor. I’m honored to know his 
wife, Marjorie, who is with us today. Max 
Fisher was a man of generosity and accom-
plishment, a patriotic American, a friend 
of Israel, and a champion for peace. And 
he’s going to be greatly missed. 

As well, we mourn the passing of a great 
hero for freedom, Simon Wiesenthal. 
Simon Wiesenthal was a survivor and a wit-
ness, who served—who seared the horror 
of the Holocaust in the collective memory 
of the world. He’s one of these leaders 
that refused to back down. He spoke with 
clarity. He insisted that we remember the 
lessons of the crime. He insisted that we 
remember that hatred prepares the way for 
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