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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the France-

United States Taxation Convention
September 28, 2005

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith a Protocol Amending the
Convention Between the Government of
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the French Republic for the
Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Pre-
vention of Fiscal Evasion with Respect to
Taxes on Income and Capital, signed at
Paris on August 31, 1994 (the “Conven-
tion”), signed at Washington on December
8, 2004 (the “Protocol”). Also transmitted
for the information of the Senate is the
report of the Department of State with re-
spect to the Protocol.

The Protocol was negotiated to address
certain technical issues that have arisen
since the Convention entered into force.
The Protocol was concluded in recognition

of the importance of U.S. economic rela-
tions with France.

The Protocol clarifies the treatment of
investments made in France by U.S. inves-
tors through partnerships located in the
United States, France, or third countries.
It also modifies the provisions of the treaty
dealing with pensions and pension con-
tributions in order to achieve parity given
the two countries’ fundamentally different
pension systems. The Protocol makes other
changes to the Convention to reflect more
closely current U.S. tax treaty policy.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Protocol
and that the Senate give its advice and
consent to ratification.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
September 28, 2005.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for John G. Roberts, Jr., as Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States

September 29, 2005

The President. Good afternoon and wel-
come to the White House. Laura and I
are pleased that all of you could join us
in witnessing a very meaningful event in
the life of our Nation. It's a rare privilege
to welcome seven current Justices of the
Supreme Court. Thank you all for coming.
We also welcome Mrs. Thurgood Marshall
and Mrs. Potter Stewart.

It was 19 years ago, almost to the day,
that Chief Justice William Rehnquist took
the oath of office in this very room with
President Ronald Reagan as a witness.
Each gathering of this kind is an historic
occasion for our country and gives eloquent

testimony to the wisdom and continuity of
the system created by the Framers.

In a few moments, John Roberts will
take his place in a distinguished line that
began in 1789, when President Washington
appointed Chief Justice John Jay. This is
a proud day for John Roberts’s family. We
extend a special welcome to his wife, Jane,
their daughter, Josie, and son, Jack
[laughter]—a fellow who is comfortable
with the cameras. [Laughter] Also with us
are the Judge’s mom and dad, Rosemary
and Jack Roberts; two of his sisters, Peggy
and Barbara, as well as other members of
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the Roberts family. We're so pleased you'd
be with us today.

I appreciate the Vice President being
here, Attorney General Al Gonzales. I
thank Harriet Miers, Counsel to the Presi-
dent, and members of my administration
who worked on the nomination and con-
firmation. I particularly want to thank
former Senator Fred Thompson for his
leadership. I thank the members of my
Cabinet who are here.

I appreciate the Members of the United
States Senate who are here, Majority Lead-
er Bill Frist, Senate President Pro Tem Ted
Stevens, and Majority Whip Mitch McCon-
nell. Thank you all for coming. I thank
the members of the Judiciary Committee
who are here, starting with the chairman,
Arlen Specter, ranking member Pat Leahy.
Thank you all for coming. I appreciate Sen-
ators Grassley, Hatch, Brownback, Kyl, Ses-
sions, Cornyn, and Graham. I also want
to thank all the other Senators here with
us. I really want to say something about
Senator Dick Lugar from Indiana, who in-
troduced the Chief to the Senate. I appre-
ciate very much all of you taking time out
of your day to witness this historic event.

Today we complete a process set forth
in Article II of the Constitution, which pro-
vides that the President shall nominate and
by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate shall appoint the judges of the Su-
preme Court. The nomination power is one
of the most serious responsibilities of a
President. When a President chooses a Su-
preme Court Justice, he is placing in
human hands the full authority and majesty
of the law.

Each member of our highest court holds
a position of extraordinary influence and
respect, and can hold it for a lifetime. The
office of Chief Justice has added respon-
sibilities as leader of the Court and as pre-
siding officer of the Judicial Conference of
the United States. To carry out all these
duties, I submitted to the Senate a nomi-
nee of integrity, deep humility, and uncom-
mon talent.
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During the confirmation hearings this
month, Members of the Senate and Amer-
ican people saw far more than the intellec-
tual gifts and broad experience of Judge
John Roberts. They witnessed as well the
character of the man, his reverence for the
Constitution and laws of our country, his
impartiality and devotion to justice, his
modesty and great personal decency.

Across the Nation, Americans have
grown in respect and admiration for this
good man. From the day of Judge Roberts’s
nomination, the Judiciary Committee and
Senators of both parties have received him
with courtesy and fair mindedness. The ci-
vility of the confirmation process has served
the interests of the Nation and reflected
very well on the United States Senate.

And I appreciate the majority leader and
the chairman and their colleagues for set-
ting a tone of dignity and goodwill. The
Senate has confirmed a man with an astute
mind and kind heart. As a member of the
Federal judiciary, John Roberts has carried
out his duties with discernment and hu-
manity and without fear or favor.

As Judge Roberts prepares to lead the
judicial branch of Government, all Ameri-
cans can be confident that the 17th Chief
Justice of the United States will be prudent
in exercising judicial power, firm in defend-
ing judicial independence, and above all,
a faithful guardian of the Constitution.

With these qualities, the incoming Chief
Justice will carry on in the tradition of his
mentor and friend, the late William H.
Rehnquist. I know that Chief Justice
Rehnquist had hoped to welcome his
former law clerk as a colleague. Although
that was not meant to be, we are thinking
of William Rehnquist today. The Nation
honors his memory, and we remain grateful
for his example of integrity and service.

In welcoming an exceptional new leader
as Chief Justice, we also honor the Su-
preme Court itself, and we mark a day
of renewal for one of the noblest institu-
tions in our land. Judge Roberts, thank you
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for agreeing to serve our country and for
accepting this new call to duty.

And now I ask Senior Associate Justice
of the Court, Justice John Paul Stevens,
to please step forward and administer the
oath.

[At this point, Justice John Paul Stevens
administered the oath of office.]

Chief Justice Roberts. Thank you very
much. Let me begin by thanking Justice
John Paul Stevens for being here today.
In December, Justice Stevens will mark 30
years of service on the Court. It's a great
honor to take the oath from him, and it
will be a great privilege for me to sit next
to him on the bench on Monday.

Thank you, Mr. President, for nomi-
nating me. There is no way to repay the
confidence you have shown in me, other
than to do the best job I possibly can do,
and I will try to do that every day. And
thank you for the remarkable team that
you assembled to assist me throughout this
process. I benefitted greatly from the wis-
dom, judgment, and plain hard work of Ed
Gillespie, Senator Thompson, Harriet
Miers, Bill Kelley, and everyone on the
team. I am very grateful to each and every
one of them.

Chairman Specter, Senator Leahy, all the
members of the Judiciary Committee, with
this nomination, the Committee faced a
very special challenge. And yet, working to-
gether, we met that challenge. We found
a way to get ]ack into the Committee
room—[laughter|—introduced to the Com-
mittee and back out again without any seri-
ous crisis. [Laughter] Thank you.

More seriously, thank you very much for
the conduct of the hearings, conducting
them in a civil and dignified manner as
the President requested on the night of
the nomination. I appreciate it very much.

Senator Frist, other Members of the Sen-
ate, I view the vote this morning as con-
firmation of what is for me a bedrock prin-
ciple, that judging is different from politics.
And I appreciate the vote very much.

The process we have just completed epit-
omizes the separation of powers that is en-
shrined in our Constitution. My nomination
was announced some 10 weeks ago here
in the White House, the home of the exec-
utive branch. This morning, further up
Pennsylvania Avenue, it was approved in
the Capitol, the home of the executive [leg-
islative] * branch. And tomorrow, I will go
into the Supreme Court building to join
my colleagues, the home of the judicial
branch, to undertake my duties. The execu-
tive and the legislature have carried out
their constitutional responsibilities and en-
sured the succession of authority and re-
sponsibility in the judicial branch.

What Daniel Webster termed “the mir-
acle of our Constitution” is not something
that happens every generation. But every
generation in its turn must accept the re-
sponsibility of supporting and defending the
Constitution and bearing true faith and al-
legiance to it. That is the oath that I just
took. I will try to ensure, in the discharge
of my responsibilities, that with the help
of my colleagues, I can pass on to my chil-
dren’s generation a charter of self-govern-
ment as strong and as vibrant as the one
that Chief Justice Rehnquist passed on to
us.

Over the past 10 weeks, many people
who I did not know came up to me and
offered encouragement and support. Many
of them told me that I and my family was
in their prayers and in their hopes. I want
to thank all of those people. I will need
in the months and years ahead that encour-
agement and those prayers.

Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you,
Members of the Senate. And thank you,
colleagues, for being here to share this spe-
cial moment. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Cecilia Marshall, wife
of former Justice Thurgood Marshall; Mary

*White House correction.
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Ann Stewart, wife of former Justice Potter
Stewart; John G. Roberts, Sr., and his wife,
Rosemary Roberts, Chief Justice Roberts’s
parents; and Margaret “Peggy” Roberts and
Barbara Burke, Chief Justice Roberts’s sis-

ters. Chief Justice Roberts referred to Ed-
ward W. Gillespie, founder and cochairman,
Quinn Gillespie & Associates; and William
Kelley, Deputy Counsel to the President.

Message to the Congress Giving Notification of Federal Payment for
Emergency Planning and Security Costs in the District of Columbia

September 29, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with title I of the District of
Columbia Appropriations Act, 2005, Public
Law 108-335, I am notifying the Congress
of the proposed use of $10,151,538 pro-
vided in title I under the heading “Federal
Payment for Emergency Planning and Se-
curity Costs in the District of Columbia.”
This will reimburse the District for the
costs of public safety expenses related to

security events and responses to terrorist
threats.

The details of this action are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
September 29, 2005.

Remarks at the Farewell Tribute for General Richard B. Myers and
Swearing-In for General Peter Pace as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff in Arlington, Virginia
September 30, 2005

Thank you for the warm welcome. It is
a pleasure to join you in paying tribute
to a fine American and a superb Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Dick
Myers. I'm glad to see the Myers family
here: Dick’s great wife, Mary Jo; their chil-
dren, Rich, Nicole, and Erin; their grand-
children, Sophie and Cole. I know those
grandkids are proud of their grandfather
today; I want you to know, kids, you're
joined by the Commander in Chief and
the American people.

Today we also honor the outstanding Ma-
rine succeeding General Myers as the
Chairman, General Pete Pace. I'm glad that
Pete’s family has joined us today: his wife,
Lynne; their daughter, Tiffany; their son,
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Lieutenant Pete Pace; and the General’s
brothers, Tom and Simone; as well as his
sister, Elizabeth and his mom, Doris.

I have come to know Pete Pace well
during his time as the Vice Chairman. I
appreciate his wisdom and commitment to
serve, and I look forward to having Pete
by my side in the years ahead.

I want to appreciate the Vice President
for being here. Mr. Secretary, thank you
very much for your continued strong lead-
ership. I appreciate the Secretary of State,
Condi Rice, joining us. I want to thank
all the members of the administration who
have come to pay tribute to this fine man
and his wife. I particularly thank the Presi-
dent of the World Bank, Paul Wolfowitz,
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