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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the France-

United States Taxation Convention
September 28, 2005

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith a Protocol Amending the
Convention Between the Government of
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the French Republic for the
Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Pre-
vention of Fiscal Evasion with Respect to
Taxes on Income and Capital, signed at
Paris on August 31, 1994 (the “Conven-
tion”), signed at Washington on December
8, 2004 (the “Protocol”). Also transmitted
for the information of the Senate is the
report of the Department of State with re-
spect to the Protocol.

The Protocol was negotiated to address
certain technical issues that have arisen
since the Convention entered into force.
The Protocol was concluded in recognition

of the importance of U.S. economic rela-
tions with France.

The Protocol clarifies the treatment of
investments made in France by U.S. inves-
tors through partnerships located in the
United States, France, or third countries.
It also modifies the provisions of the treaty
dealing with pensions and pension con-
tributions in order to achieve parity given
the two countries’ fundamentally different
pension systems. The Protocol makes other
changes to the Convention to reflect more
closely current U.S. tax treaty policy.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Protocol
and that the Senate give its advice and
consent to ratification.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
September 28, 2005.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for John G. Roberts, Jr., as Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States

September 29, 2005

The President. Good afternoon and wel-
come to the White House. Laura and I
are pleased that all of you could join us
in witnessing a very meaningful event in
the life of our Nation. It's a rare privilege
to welcome seven current Justices of the
Supreme Court. Thank you all for coming.
We also welcome Mrs. Thurgood Marshall
and Mrs. Potter Stewart.

It was 19 years ago, almost to the day,
that Chief Justice William Rehnquist took
the oath of office in this very room with
President Ronald Reagan as a witness.
Each gathering of this kind is an historic
occasion for our country and gives eloquent

testimony to the wisdom and continuity of
the system created by the Framers.

In a few moments, John Roberts will
take his place in a distinguished line that
began in 1789, when President Washington
appointed Chief Justice John Jay. This is
a proud day for John Roberts’s family. We
extend a special welcome to his wife, Jane,
their daughter, Josie, and son, Jack
[laughter]—a fellow who is comfortable
with the cameras. [Laughter] Also with us
are the Judge’s mom and dad, Rosemary
and Jack Roberts; two of his sisters, Peggy
and Barbara, as well as other members of
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