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Message on the Observance of Ramadan

October 4, 2005

Laura and I send warm greetings to
Muslims in the United States and through-
out the world as they begin the observance
of Ramadan.

The month of Ramadan, which com-
memorates the revelation of the Quran to
the prophet Muhammed, is the holiest
month of the Muslim year. It is a special
time of reflection, fasting, and charity. It
is also a time of spiritual growth and prayer
and an occasion to remember the less for-
tunate by sharing God’s gifts with those
in need.

Throughout our history, America has
been blessed by the contributions of people
of many different faiths. Our Muslim citi-
zens have helped make our Nation a
stronger and more hopeful place through
their faith, generosity, and compassion.

May this be a blessed Ramadan for Mus-
lims in the United States and around the
world. Ramadan mubarak.

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Memorandum on the African Burial Ground in New York City

October 4, 2005

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Interior

Subject: African Burial Ground, New York
City

The African Burial Ground, located in
New York City, is a National Historic Land-
mark administered by the General Services
Administration (GSA). This site includes
objects of historic and scientific significance
that may be appropriate for Federal protec-
tion through designation as a National

Monument under the Antiquities Act of
1906 (16 U.S.C. 431).

The GSA’s archaeological research has
identified over 400 human remains, along
with associated artifacts dating back to the
18th century. Further exploration at the
discovered site may provide research on the
experience of the African population in Co-
lonial New York.

Accordingly, please provide me with an
assessment of the historic and scientific sig-
nificance of the African Burial Ground and
whether it may warrant permanent Federal
protection through designation as a Na-
tional Monument.

GEORGE W. BusH

Message to the Congress Extending the Period of Production of the Naval

Petroleum Reserve
October 4, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with section 7422(c)(2) of title
10, United States Code, I am informing
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you of my decision to extend the period
of production of the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves for a period of 3 years from April
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