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Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Oct. 12 

an incredible outpouring of talent and skill 
and compassion to help the good folks of 
this part of the world that have suffered 
mightily. I’m incredibly proud of those who 
wear our Nation’s uniform, and I’m incred-
ibly proud of the job you have done. You 
have brought great credit to your units, 
credit to your family, and credit to our 
Nation. 

We’ve got a lot of work to do, and I’ll 
be telling the people that I’ve had an honor 
to meet, opportunity to meet, that out of 
this rubble is going to come some good, 
out of the devastation is going to come 
new cities and new hope. And I hope you 
take great inspiration in being a part of 

the renewal of this important part of the 
world. 

I want you to, when you talk to your 
families, to tell them the Commander in 
Chief is proud of them as—I’m equally as 
proud of them as I am proud of you. 

May God bless you all and your work. 
May God bless your families, and may God 
continue to bless our great country. Thank 
you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:29 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. Ben-
nett C. Landreneau, Adjutant General, and 
Brig. Gen. Huntington B. Downer, Jr., As-
sistant Adjutant General, Louisiana National 
Guard. 

Message on the Observance of Yom Kippur, 5766 
October 11, 2005 

Seek the Lord while He may be found, 
call unto Him while He is near. 

Isaiah 55:6 

Yom Kippur is the Sabbath of Sabbaths, 
the most solemn day of the Jewish cal-
endar. On this day, Jews around the world 
reflect on their lives and give thanks to 
God for their many blessings. The Rabbis 
teach that on Yom Kippur, God holds open 
the gates of Heaven and listens to every 
word of every prayer. As those final prayers 
are shared and the Shofar is sounded, God 
remembers every name—those living and 
those departed. In this moment, we draw 

near to God, sharing in the wonders of 
all creation and the miracle of all life. 

Yom Kippur teaches us that we merit 
forgiveness and mercy through repentance, 
prayer, and acts of charity. May we have 
the strength to achieve all these things, so 
that we continue to build a more hopeful 
Nation and a more peaceful and free world. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for 
a blessed day. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Aleksander Kwasniewski of 
Poland and an Exchange With Reporters 
October 12, 2005 

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. I’ll have a statement; Aleksander will 

have a statement. We’ll be glad to answer 
two questions per side. 
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